LATEST NEWS FROM CHILTERN COUNTRYSIDE GROUP ON NATS CAMPAIGN
17th June 2008
Dear Friends-Supporters

On your behalf, we continue the campaign which will ask NATS to re-think the current proposals to change flight paths operating out of London Luton Airport. As we have said before, you are all most important to this campaign.

If you have recently joined our Supporters' mailing list - welcome to the Chiltern Countryside Group - in addition to this update, you will receive copies of earlier news within the next 10 days, much of which is still relevant to the Campaign.

To existing supports – this is the next update from 8th June.

· The Campaign to protect our communities and countryside is  rapidly gathering momentum with the 
CLOSING DATE FOR ALL OBJECTIONS THIS THURSDAY - 19 JUNE 2008. 

· EXCITING NEWS - OUR WEBSITE www.chilterncountrysidegroup.org IS NOW OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED AS FROM TODAY. 

Please do log on and browse - hopefully, you will find much useful information - more added as we become aware.

· ON THE WEBSITE, YOU WILL FIND THE CHILTERN COUNTRYSIDE GROUP'S SUBMISSION TO NATS and the CAA, TOGETHER WITH A PRESS RELEASE containing a STATEMENT from the MP for SW HERTS, DAVID GAUKE. 

This was been sent off on Monday 16 June and we will keep you posted of events.  We have been unable to send these out to you individually as the contents are very large for e-mail (17 pages & 24 pages or so!)  We have therefore put the submissions onto the website as soon as they were completed so that you can all have first views.   If you do not have access to e-mail or the web, we will endeavour to hand deliver or post as soon as possible.  

· The Chiltern Countryside Group's Submission is in 2 parts (a) the People's Response which is written on behalf of all folk like you who share our concern for the communities in which we live and the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty which surrounds us;  (b) the Technical Response which has been formulated by our Technical Team of professionals working in aviation & transport consultancy, a current pilot and a former pilot and trainer of pilots for the CAA.  We have challenged the ill-thought through and environmentally damaging proposals on your behalf, believing that collectively, we can make a more powerful voice which, hopefully, will be heard by the decision-makers. 

· IF EVERY MEMBER OF THE CHILTERN COUNTRYSIDE SUPPORTERS GROUP WRITES A SHORT LETTER  to NATS and the CAA, STATING THEIR PERSONAL ENDORSEMENT OF THE SUBMISSIONS, THIS WOULD HAVE MUCH GREATER IMPACT THAN ANY PETITION WE COULD HAVE ORGANISED.  
          Please try to find a little time to do this - thank you.
· IT IS STILL VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU WRITE YOUR OWN LETTER OF OBJECTIONS 
        - use any of the information from our website, or other sources given.
· By 19 June, your letters of objection should reach NATS  and the CAA (addresses on our website or on www.nats.co.uk/TCNconsultation). 

· If you run out of time to post, you can e-mail to the CAA - businessmanagement@dap.caa.co.uk - although this will probably only be valid for objections to the actual consultation process, not the new proposals.  On the NATS website there is a response form which can be completed, but please be aware that the questions asked can be a little ambiguous. 

· Press and local media are humming, so keep your eyes and ears open!  We are very grateful to the Gazette and the Bucks Free Press for their continued coverage to widen awareness amongst our communities. 

· The Chiltern Countryside Group are particularly grateful to Cllr. Ian Reay, Portfolio Holder of Planning & Regeneration, who has kindly agreed that an addendum be added to Dacorum Borough Council's submission to NATS, specifically commenting on the adverse effect of these proposals on Tring and the villages.  This addendum will also, we understand, endorse the submission of  Tring Town Council. 

· We will be sending the CCG submission to Herts. County Council and Bucks. County Council asking that the Councils would consider  endorsement. 

· The Chiltern Countryside Group would like to offer their most sincere thanks to the MP for SW Herts, David Gauke for his unfailing interest, concern and support for this Campaign.  We know that many of you will written to or contacted David individually as well. This huge and complex issue is drawing communities and networks together in positively working towards a common aim, both now and for the future. 

· Our Campaign will not end on 19 June - there is still much we need to do to achieve our goals, so let's all keep working together as we are, so productively right now. 

WE WILL BE WRITING TO YOU ALL AGAIN VERY SOON, BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS THAT YOU CAN NOW USE OUR WEBSITE AND SEE THE CHILTERN COUNTRYSIDE GROUP'S SUBMISSIONS - which belong to us all - and WRITE YOUR OWN LETTER NOW!

On behalf of the Chiltern Countryside Group
Kind regards,
Linda & Sue

info@chilterncountrysidegroup.org
 
