National Air Traffic Service Consultation on Changes to Luton Airport Flight Paths

More consideration is needed particularly around what designating an area as of outstanding natural beauty means, the responsibilities involved. and how much the existence of such an area matters to people regardless of whether they live in it or not.

The following should be included in the thinking:
There are other route proposals:  
· Luton departures to the south west could follow a route that overflies the Vale of Aylesbury to the northwest of the Chilterns AONB, avoiding both the AONB and Tring, Wendover and Princes Risborough:  

· Luton westerly departures to the east and south east should remain on their current flight paths rather than overflying the AONB both south and north of Dunstable and Luton;  
· alignments could be found which involve neither flying over towns and villages and which would avoid the AONB.

The impact on people on the ground should be looked at more carefully, especially in relation to the AONB.  Many people living in noisy urban areas take time out in quieter places such as the Chilterns (a popular tourist area) and they expect such places to be quieter.  There is a need to preserve places of comparative quiet for visitors as well as residents.

Consideration seems to be entirely about the quality of human life whereas if we are thinking responsibly, connectedly and  long term, our concern must be for all life: animals, plants, people  … and the earth itself.  There is more at stake here than nuisance.

I see a need for more integrated thinking, for looking at the wider picture.  The present fragmented approach involves a lot of burying our heads in the sand.  Reducing the number of planes is not considered to be an option but if the whole picture is considered, long term, what other option is there?  In the end consumers have the power to change the way things are!  Air travel is the fastest growing contributor to climate change as well as a destroyer of tranquillity.  The government continues to do nothing to constrain air travel.  In fact it encourages expansion of operations.  The single most effective decision we can take to reduce impact on the climate, to help towards maintaining our AONB and preserving its comparative tranquillity, is not to fly unnecessarily.
I make no apology for moving beyond the question of flight routes.  Joined up thinking is essential not only for quality of life but for life itself.
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