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From the Editor
By Philip Harrison
s this is the month during
which time marches forward,
albeit not until 27th October,
this edition covers another march (or
ramble in reality) around the boundaries
of our lovely parish. We have lots of
photos, a report and both the quiz and
its answers from the day. With a turnout
of around 90 people, it was a wonderful
community event. With the advent of
HS2 (maybe?) this may not happen
again, but ‘never say never’.
The second community event of
September took place in the evening of
Saturday 14th – the pop-up Greek
supper in the village hall with over 70
in attendance. Mamma Mia?
Both these events and their large
attendances were wonderful occasions
for the community. They help cement
the bonds of friendship, fellowship and
neighbourliness, which make for a
community that must be more relaxed,
tolerant and caring.
The new fort in the playground near
the allotments is featured, along with
Dame Cheryl Gillan’s visit.
It is that time of year when the
edition bridges both summer (see The
Sunflower Club report) and news of
The Shop at The Lee’s Christmas Food
and Gift Market on the 9th November.
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Sales & Le ngs
64 High Street Great Missenden
Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN
Tel: 01494 890990
email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk
www.jeremyswan.co.uk

The new road surface in Oxford
Street has now been decorated with
white
lines,
including
parking
restriction lines near the school. Well
worth noting is the point that should
you park on these lines and there is an
accident, the legal protection for the
person illegally parked is significantly
eroded. Simple answer: don’t park on
the lines, be a good neighbour and
advise anyone you see parking there of
the consequences.
As we continue our wide range of
topics you may have seen some posts
on The Lee Forum regarding dog poo.
It is simply not acceptable to bag it and
dump it in someone’s bin along the
road. Take it home and dispose of it
there; that is the neighbourly thing .
In the wider world there was a big
event in North America, the 24th World
Scout Jamboree. Tom Brockett has
written a fascinating piece on his
experience there. It is well worth a read.
Just as the newsletter was going to
press we received the sad news that
Anne Kenyon died in her sleep on
Tuesday 17th September. Anne was a
much loved, valued part of our
community. We will pay full tribute
next month. Our condolences to her
loved ones and friends.
Your editor for November’s edition
is Jonathan Batten. Please send your
contributions for next month’s edition
to theleenewsletter@gmail.com.
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Your Letters
To the Editor
The enforcement team in Bucks works
hard to prosecute cases of fly tipping.
You can help by reporting fly tips
whenever you see them at https://
fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/
Sam Martin
Bucks County Council

To the Editor
With the cost of HS2 approaching
£100,000,000,000 and the population
of
the
world
approaching
7,000,000,000, this means that HS2
will cost the equivalent of £14 for
every man, woman and child on
planet earth.
Makes you think doesn’t it!
John Barber
South Heath
To the Editor
Food for Thought; Time for Change?
Cherish the Past.
Live in the Present.
Plan for the Future
… which doesn’t look too
BRIGHT for future generations, with
the
everyday
environmental
destruction that surrounds us.
Still I guess you either care about
your surroundings, along with the
wildlife it supports and how it
impacts all our lives, do something
positive about it... or you DON’T.
Not to worry, nature has a way of
gettin’ its own back, now what do
they call it.... ah yes I remember:
CLIMATE CHANGE.
Don Stone
Lee Common
To the Editor
A very big Thank You to all my
friends and neighbours who rang or
called to find out how I was in my
visit to Stoke Mandeville Hospital. It
came as quite a shock to me as I just
felt tired and a little bit out of sorts,
but they found several things wrong
with me and kept me in for a fortnight.
I am now home, but have several other
appointments to look forward to!
Jan Moseley
Lee Common

The new fort
By Simon Morris
he Lee Common playground
was created in 1967. In 1990,
an
adventure
playground
designed by Andrew Stacey, the then
Chairman of The Lee Parish Council,
was added and comprised the
children's fort, the slide and the
tunnel. It has been a great attraction
for the many children who have
played on it since then.
Over the years the weather had
taken its toll on the old fort and in
particular some of its wooden
components, such as old telegraph
poles and railway sleepers, were in
need of replacement. However, the
requirements of the safeguarding
agency, which monitors playgrounds,
had become more stringent and old
telegraph poles and sleepers could no
longer be used as replacements. Repair
and maintenance work on the old fort
was increasing year by year, as were
the associated maintenance costs. By
2018 it became clear that a complete
rebuild was necessary to prevent it
from being closed and demolished and
the challenge was to find the funds for
rebuilding it.
Fortunately the Government has
recognised the disadvantages inflicted
by HS2 on areas such as the Chilterns
and has set up the Community and
Environment Fund (CEF) to finance
selected projects that benefit such
communities. We made an application
for the cost of the new fort and are
very pleased that it was accepted. As
Colin Sully reports in his article on
page 5, we would sacrifice the new

T

fort if it meant not having HS2; but
that offer is not available. It would
have been be churlish not to accept the
generosity offered by the CEF. The
new fort opened in August and has
already seen many youngsters
tramping its boards. We expect the
new fort to survive for at least another
generation and that many more
children will enjoy it.

Decoration & Styling

Call Lynn on 0773 0481605
lynnricardo17@gmail.com
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Near-Lee (2)
By Ruth Fowler and Colin Sully

Run by very knowledgeable and
approachable staff, we have become
regular visitors… and great fans of
local artist Alan Kidd.

Sometimes you live in a place for
years without knowing that there is a
little gem on your doorstep. In this
series of occasional articles, we invite
readers to nominate their hidden
gems. Do let us know yours.

Visitor to the
children’s fort
By Colin Sully
ith the new children’s fort
open, we were contacted by
HS2 Ltd to say that our local
MP, Dame Cheryl Gillan, would like to
visit the fort at short notice. How could
we refuse?
Her visit was bizarre in a number of
respects. It seems that HS2 Ltd had
invited her, not Groundworks, the
agency managing the Community and
Environment Fund (CEF). So we had
Cheryl, her research assistant and three
people from HS2 Ltd that she and we
had never met before.

W

Cheryl took it all in her stride; we
showed her the fort and explained we
would have happily sacrificed the fort if
it meant not having HS2. She was taken
in particular with the tunnel portals and
wondered if there were lessons for HS2;
photographs were taken and they all
went on their way.
It was all a bit of a mystery really as
to why she had come (I think she
thought she might be cutting a ribbon!)

Art at a Goat Centre?
Admiring the Chilterns Tunnel portal

A

nyone living locally with
children (or grandchildren or
nephews or nieces) will, in all
probability, have been tempted into
the Bucks Goat Centre, near Stoke
Mandeville. Some of you may also
have discovered the fancy-dress hire
shop next door. But how many of you
have also found, in the same car park,
what claims to be “one of the largest
art galleries in Buckinghamshire”.
Colin writes:
We discovered Obsidian Art when
looking for a picture framing service
and quickly found it offers a whole lot
more, including a regular programme
of exhibitions, showing a broad range
of paintings, printmaking, sculpture,
glass, ceramics, jewellery, photography
and craft. It also offers a painting
cleaning and restoration service.

A Chilterns view by Alan Kidd

Ruth writes:
Some years ago a friend from
Arundel was in the area and
suggested meeting up for a coffee.
Much to our confusion, the reason for
his visit was that his partner had an
art exhibition at the Bucks Goat
Centre – or to be more specific at
Obsidian
Art.
Having
been
introduced to the gallery by someone
from West Sussex, it is now my ‘goto’ place not only for artworks, of
which we have several, but also for
gifts, greetings cards… and a regular
supply of earrings.

Our efforts to encourage some local
children to be ‘at play’ at the time of
the visit was successful, but also led to
a spontaneous protest from parents, not
over HS2 but over Cheryl’s attitude to
Brexit! Parts of the playground (and
some of the children and adults) were
draped in EU Council flags.
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Beating the
Bounds: 2019
By Colin Sully, The Lee Parish
Council and Tom Brockett, 1st Lee
Common Scouts
here is something particularly
pleasing about an event that
brings people together from all
parts of the community, in an activity
that they can all enjoy. (The Flower
Show and the Church Fête are of
course classic examples.)
On Saturday 7th September The Lee
witnessed another of these events, when
over 90 people contributed to a hugely
successful ‘Beating the Bounds’,
organised jointly by the Parish Council,
St John the Baptist Church and the 1st
Lee Common Scout group.
Residents, scouts, friends and
family set out just after 9:30 am to
walk the parish boundary, around 40
starting from Hunts Green Farm and a
similar number from the Scout Hut.
Some people walked just part of the
boundary and others joined the walk
later, but most completed the whole
journey of some 12 miles, finishing just
before 4:30 pm.

T

Mike Lake
Friendly & Local

Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance
For a free quotation please call:
01494 866873 / 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net

At our lunch stop the Scouts held a
‘renewing of vows’ ceremony and the
Parish Council instructed a child to be
held upside down and quizzed to make
sure she remembered where the
boundary was (with her and her
parents’ permission we hasten to add.)
Churchwarden
Trevor
Pearce
carved fresh crosses on some of our
boundary trees and many of us learnt a
great deal more village history.
No one got lost (for long) and no
one was injured (just a few blisters and
some aching limbs).
Our thanks go to everyone who
took part and made the event possible.
We would like to single out for thanks:
• the farmers and land-owners who
gave permission to walk their
private land (it simply would not
be possible without you)
• Robert Brown for the use of his
farm yard as a base for the walk
and his many other contributions
through the day (sorry we didn’t
collect any tolls for you on the
entry to Ballinger Bottom)
• the Gurneys for allowing us to
rest awhile in their garden
• Symeon and the volunteers at the
Shop at The Lee for providing
and serving our lunches
• Ellie and Stuart Crawley-White
for letting us lunch in their field
(in Chartridge Parish but with a
fabulous view!)
• the Roses for afternoon tea and
cake, which after 10 miles
walking tasted like nectar!
• everyone who walked and talked!
It’s really satisfying when all the
bits of a jigsaw fall into place on a day
like this with the Scouts, the church,

the Parish Council and so many others
all playing a role.
We’ll be back for more!
[See pages 14-15 for photos: Ed]

Well! What do
you know?

D

uring the Beating of the
Bounds, we set a ‘Boundary
Quiz’. How many would
you have got right? See page 25 for
the answers.
1. When was ‘Beating the Bounds’
last undertaken in The Lee and
what was it celebrating?
2. How much of Potter Row lies
within The Lee Parish?
3. How will HS2 cross Leather
Lane and Bowood Lane?
4. How many pylons between
Leather Lane and Bowood Lane
lie within The Lee parish?
5. At Kings Ash, as you enter
Hogtrough Lane from Rocky
Lane, what is interesting (on this
walk) about the house on the left?
6. At the North East corner of the
Parish, where is the marker post?
With what parish does it mark
the boundary?
7. In the middle of Barn Wood you
should pass near a disused well.
Why is it there?
8. How many houses on Arrewig
Lane are within The Lee parish?
9. In what parish will we have lunch?
10. How is the boundary marked at
the junction of Arrewig Lane and
Chartridge Lane?
11. In what parish do the Roses park
their horsebox?
12. Whose seat is on the boundary
near Field End Grange?
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Sunflower
Club measures
up again
By The Lee Sunflower Club
lower power hit The Lee again
on Sunday 1st September as the
‘Growing Giants’ of our
community gathered together on The
Lee Green for the second Sunflower
Club Grand Prize-Giving bring and
share tea.
There was no shortage of sunny
smiles as glasses chinked, nibbles
were polished off and happy chatter
filled the air while the more
competitive members of the Club
waited for the results of our 2019 sow
and grow-a-thon.
Of course, one of the biggest topics
of conversation on judgment day was
the Case of The Missing Sunflower:
Had some seedy so and so swiped
Grand Master Ken’s sunflower? Had it
simply gone on its hols? Or did the
squirrels have it for dinner?
Happily, the prodigal sunflower
was returned in time for tea on The
Green, resplendent in a flat cap and
scarf, so no more questions were asked.

F

MARTIN THE MILKMAN
Refrigerated delivery of fresh
milk, dairy produce, bread,
eggs, fruit juices and more.
To place an order call
01442 833944
PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES

Finally, as the last rays of the sun
lingered on The Green, the scores
were announced and glasses were
raised to the sunflower that dwarfed
this year’s competition, grown by
Sarah and Oliver. Although not the
tallest plant in the class, Sarah and
Oliver bagged extra points for
horticultural excellence and dazzling
decoration (namely a sunflower shirt
and Prada sunglasses.)
So now this year’s sunflowers are
most definitely for the birds, there’s
only one question left… who’s going
for gold next year?

County
news
By Tricia Birchley,
Chiltern Ridges
Division, Bucks County Council
utumn is here after a very hot,
dry summer and we can reflect
on a number of really super
events in the parish, including the
concert in the old church, the Church
Fête and the Flower Show. These
events bring so much pleasure to a

A

wider audience and the benefits far
outweigh the effort needed to organise
them.
Over the summer Swan Lane has
been greatly improved by patching
followed by resurfacing. This year they
used a better grade of stone, which
should make the surface more durable.
Oxford Street has also been much
improved
by
micro-surfacing;
fortunately more money was allocated
locally after years of one road per
Member, which was totally inadequate
for our rural road network.
The number of children attending a
Buckinghamshire state school rated
good or outstanding by Ofsted has risen
to 92%, exceeding the national average
by 7% this year. Bucks consistently
outperform other Education Authorities
and interestingly, in terms of
attainment
and
progress,
girls
outperform boys! Our Progress 8
measure for girls is significantly higher
than for all pupils nationally!
The new Buckinghamshire Council
is now seven months away and there is
still a phenomenal amount to do to
deliver excellent services to residents
and business on 1st April next year.
Local Community Boards will ensure
our work is truly local and works
smoothly with the Parish Council.
Details are beginning to emerge about
the timetable and venues for meetings
and staff will be confirmed in their
posts over the coming months. There
are a lot of new faces at County Hall as
the five councils merge.
Lately I have been helping residents
with Home to School Transport, road
signs and HS2, so please let me know
when I can help.

TIM SIMMONS IS

THE VERMINATOR
Pest control services

ALL
INSECTS
FOXES
RABBITS
AND ANTS

WASPS
GLIS-GLIS
SQUIRREL
RATS MICE
MOLES

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY

07734649305
WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM
COMING BACK
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Bridge too far? The Lee Parish
Council news

By Judy Hart et al
his recent hand made for
competitive bidding, with
West over-calling in Spades
using the ‘Suit Quality Overcall
Test’ (SQOT) and East able to respond
at the 3 level using the ‘Level of Fit’.
Given W/E long Spade suit and having
a void in Spades, North ‘rescued’
South’s 3NT to 5♦.

T

♠ ♥QJ965
♦ A K J 10 8 6 2
♣7
♠ K 10 8 6 4 3
♠752
♥74
♥ A 10 3
♦3
♦974
♣K954
♣AJ63
♠AQJ9
♥K82
♦Q5
♣ Q 10 8 2
Dealer: South
Vulnerability: All

S
1NT
3NT
-

W
2♠ *
-

* SQOT

N
3♦
5♦

E
3♠ **

-

** Level of fit

Do you think North made the
contract?
See page 25.

By Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk

Parish Consultation

R

ecently, The Lee Parish
Council invited residents to
give feedback on amenities,
activities and assets that they would
like to see in The Lee. We have now
received and collated the replies.
Although the overall response was
disappointing (less than 4% of
households), residents have made many
suggestions on many different topics,
including planning / waste / recycling /
litter / road safety / public rights of
way / parking / local climate change
action group / dog waste bins /
amenities and activities for the elderly /
etc. Suffice to say it was mixed bag of
results, with no consensus as to what
the priorities are. However it has given
some food for thought and the council
is considering how it might take
forward some of the suggestions.
Please do remember to look at The
Lee website as there is a plethora of
information on the roles and
responsibilities
of
your
parish
councillors and as you will already be
aware, as you are reading it right now,
there are always regular updates on
parish council work in the Newsletter.

Allotments
As we head into autumn our
allotment holders have been busy
harvesting their produce that has been
growing over the year. We have a

number of allotments available to rent
at the moment, so please get in contact
with me if you would like to take one
on at <clerk@thelee.org.uk>.
If you know of someone who lives
outside the parish who is on an
allotment waiting list where they live,
do let them know that we have some
available – we are very happy to
welcome green-fingered folk from
outside the parish.

Parking: the Highway Code
We have been asked the meaning of
the white lines recently painted in
Oxford Street and elsewhere in the
parish. They are there to remind people
where the Highway Code says you
should not park. As a reminder, below
are some of the rules on parking that
are particularly relevant to the parish.
Rule 238: You MUST NOT wait or
park, or stop to set down and pick up
passengers, on school entrance
markings.
Rule 239: If you have to stop on
the roadside:
• do not park facing against the
traffic flow
• stop as close as you can to the side
• check before opening your door
Rule 243: DO NOT stop or par k:
• near a school entrance
• anywhere you would prevent access
for Emergency Services
• at or near a bus stop
• opposite or within 10 metres (32
feet) of a junction
• opposite another parked vehicle (if
this would cause an obstruction)
• in front of an entrance to a property
• on a bend

Rule 248: You MUST NOT park on
a road at night facing against the
direction of the traffic flow unless in a
recognised parking space.
Rule 249: All vehicles MUST
display parking lights when parked on
a road or a lay-by on a road with a
speed limit greater than 30 mph
(48 km/h).
Rule 250: Car s may be par ked
without lights on a road (or lay-by)
with a speed limit of 30 mph (48 km/h)
or less if they are at least 10 metres
(32 feet) away from any junction,
close to the kerb and facing in the
direction of the traffic flow.
For full parking regulations see:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/thehighway-code.

SHORT-TERM
RENTALS
From £295 per week (all inclusive)

Self-catering holiday
or temporary accommodaon
at Lee Common
Moving house?
Completion dates don’t coincide?
House sale falls through?
Builders outstaying their welcome?

Expecng Visitors?
Need extra accommodaon?
Self-contained Period Property:
sleeps four guests

Tel: 01494 837798
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk
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Kopiaste and
more
By Symeon Economou
t has been a busy month for the
Shop at The Lee, with two lively
community events.
In early September, having rashly
offered to provide free lunches to the
hardy folk beating the bounds of the
Parish, we were knocked off our feet
when the numbers kept rising,
eventually levelling out at 80 or so.
Nevertheless, we set up in an open
field, in what I can only imagine is
one of the best spots in South Bucks,
and fed and watered the weary
plodders – and their dogs – in
mercifully cool but dry weather.
Towards the end the Scouts and Cubs
formed a circle and renewed their
promise and, from my point of view
as a relative outsider, it was quite an
emotional
and
quintessentially
English country scene. I would not
have missed it for the world.
Just a week later an extremely
hard working team of volunteers,
assisted by Toby Sharman, our very
own local chef, set up ‘Kopiaste’, a
pop-up Greek restaurant in the Parish
Hall and entertained 72 brave souls
to a four-course Greek meal. The
whole evening, from drinks outside
to staggering home at midnight,
created an atmosphere which
palpably underlined the amazing
community spirit of The Lee. In the
process the event raised over £1,000,
which will be split evenly between
the Missenden Walled Garden and
DrugFAM. There is already talk of

I

the next one but, notably, not by any
members of the team, who will need
a few days to recover before
contemplating a repeat. Thanks to
everyone involved, including the
Parish Hall, which we had at no cost.
There being no peace for the
wicked, Katie is now revving us all
up for the Christmas Food and Gift
Market which gets bigger and better
every year. It has a growing
reputation in the area for unusual and
high quality seasonal produce and
gift ideas at sensible prices, so make
a note in your calendars for Saturday
9th November.
Sales at the Shop continue to
outperform
last
year
by
a
comfortable margin. This has
encouraged us to give the outside of
the shop a general facelift with a
tasteful awning and general sprucing
up of the surrounds and we hope to
have this completed through October.
Finally we had a gratifyingly
good response to our call for help
with keeping our accounts, and
consequently Rita Sully is currently
getting to grips with the online
accountancy package with Don Baker
giving guidance and encouragement.

Hot tickets!
By the Newsletter Editorial Team
nvitations for The Lee Newsletter
Annual Dinner, which takes place
on Friday 29th November, are now
being sent out to all those who have
contributed to the success of the
Newsletter in 2019. Please make sure
you respond quickly, as numbers will
once again be strictly limited.

I

Kopiaste!
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Beating the Bounds
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Scout World
Jamboree

Services for
October

St. Mary’s, Ballinger

St John the Baptist
HC
AA

The BIG Quiz
By The Lee Old Church Committee
aturday 19th October sees the
return of The Lee Old Church
Trust’s bi-annual brain-tease at
Ballinger Hall. Tickets are just £15
each and that includes nibbles and a
great two-course supper. As always
there will be a well-stocked cash bar.
For tickets/tables or more information
call Pam Garner on 837501 or Jilly
Carlton-Smith on 837205.

S

HC
PC
AA

Holy Communion (said)
Parish Communion (sung)
All age service

Contacts: Vicar: The Revd Dan
Beesley (Church Office 01494
757048). Churchwardens: Trevor
Pearce (01494 837601) and Mike
Serratt (07597 158269). V erger: Bill
Pearce (01494 785191). Treasurer:
David Stephenson (01494 867617).

Lee Common Methodist

Coffee Morning on Saturday 5th
10:30 am
to 12:00 noon. All
welcome.

Great Missenden
Supported Living
A warm, friendly, house for the
elderly, in the picturesque centre of
the village.
Come and take a look to see for
yourself and have a chat with
Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager)
Tel: 01494 865026
or email for a brochure
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website
www.abbeyﬁeld.com
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24th World
Scout
Jamboree
By Tom Brockett
[See pictures on Page 16: Ed]

T

he 18th July was the day I set off
on an amazing adventure that I
will never forget. It was the first
day I had the honour of representing
The Lee and the UK at the World
Scout Jamboree in West Virginia. An
honour – I’m still today pinching
myself that I was involved in: such
Scouting history.
I owe a huge thanks to you all for
getting me there.

Cromar
Carpets Ltd
CARPETS, VINYL AND
WOOD FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125

To get there I had to send an
application form to the UK Scout
Association. I did my research and
spoke to experienced Scouters in our
district. To my amazement I got
through to the next stage, which was a
telephone interview. Same thing – I
did my preparations, telephone day
came, dry mouth with nerves. Did my
best and thought I did Ok but didn’t
think I would get through for one
moment. However I received an email
a week early saying I was going—
words cannot describe the grin I had
and the jump of joy I did. Better than
winning the lottery, not that I’ve won
the lottery. I later found out that a
Scout leader at Prestwood was down to
interview me and he had had to declare
interest in that he knew me. However
he gave a tiny little heads up to the
interviewers as to what my personality
is like, bit quiet and shy. So the saying
it’s not what you know, it’s who you
know has an element of truth. But I still
had to show my Scouting enthusiasm
and answer the questions giving the
correct impression and right answers.
The Scout Association had already
finished their selection for most
International Service Team members
(IST) two years in advance as lots of
training and prep was needed for
everyone. For a reason I don’t know
they needed extra IST members and
sent out some more applications, which
is where I took my opportunity
applying in March when the
applications came out. So I had months
to prepare and attended a training
weekend at Gilwell Park where I was
to find out that the additional IST only
consisted of 50 people, making my
opportunity even more of an honour.
At Gilwell the training we received was

to prepare us for what to expect at the
Jamboree and most importantly making
friends who would be working in the
same area at the Jamboree.
17th July, funds raised, kit packed,
paperwork done, all set to go and ready
for an early night. However my dog
threw a spanner in the works by
running away, ending in me having
few hours sleep... the joys of having a
Jack Russell!!

Start of the Jamboree —
18th July
A long 24 hours or so travelling and
queuing to register at the Jamboree,
finally reaching our tents at midnight,
sharing with three other people,
although one was a friend I had made
at Gilwell. That weekend was aimed at
getting our bearings at the Jamboree
and meeting our work team, other IST
members in my area of work. My area
of work was living in the 21st Century,
exploration. This broke down into
smaller sections like NASA, Physics,
Geocaching, Mining, Leave no trace
and much more. I was working in
Leave no trace, which simply was
Countryside code info and human
impacts on the Countryside. We also
had to prepare and set up our site
before the kids arrived on the following
Monday. All the bases on the Jamboree
where activities were held were run by
vendors who specialised in their
particular activity, the IST were there
for extra support to assist the vendors.
The programme of activities at the
Jamboree consisted of mountain
biking, rock climbing, kayaking, water
inflatables,
shooting,
archery,
snorkelling,
government
forestry
department, bases to represent each
country, sustainability tree house, food

houses for some countries and a replica
Brownsea Island and much much more.
The Jamboree as a whole was planned
to be educational as well as fun for the
kids and there was a theme, which was
to “unlock a new world”. For the bases
that were educational they were
designed in a way that the kids had to
go round spending a few minutes
learning and at the end they could
receive a badge representing that base.
Another thing that was introduced
at the jamboree for the first time was an
electrical device called a Novus. The
idea was you filled in as much personal
detail as you wanted on an app on your
phone about yourself, your Facebook,
email etc which was linked to your
Novus. So when you made new friends
at the Jamboree you could click your
Novus and each other’s details were

J Brown Funeral Services
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA
01494 727474 (24 hours)
A truly independent family funeral directors
Bespoke and traditional services
Private chapels of rest
Pre-paid funeral plans
Off street client parking
Home visits

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk

Recommended by
The Good Funeral Guide
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transferred straight away to your app on
your phone. Plus you received points in
a competition when you made new
friends. Yep you guessed right, a way
for the kids to make new friends all
round the world.
The
opening
and
closing
ceremonies were amazing. At the
opening ceremony, after the formalities
at the start, a drone show was put on for
us — a few hundred drones all lit up in
the sky making Scouting symbols. Bear
Grylls made an appearance and speech.
At the closing ceremony Ban Kimoon from the United Nations was the
celebrity to make a speech. The
highlight of the show was a firework
and laser show display that went on for
half an hour. It was verging on
Olympic standard; you couldn’t help
but have a tear in your eye to finish the
adventure in that way.

Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services
Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.
CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.
Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.
For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com

On Culture Day a culture show on
the main stage was put on for everyone
in the evening celebrating cultures from
all round the world, and the highlight at
the end was Broadway actors and
actresses singing Disney songs.
Apparently to put on these three
main shows it cost the Jamboree
organisers approximately $4,000,000.
These two shows can be seen on
You Tube if you want to have a taste of
what it was like.
Throughout the Jamboree the IST
were given two days off. One day was
when all the programme activities
closed for the day. This was Culture
Day where each Unit of Scouts from
each country put on a display about
their culture within their campsites. On
the other day we were allocated was a
day we could either chill or go on a day
out trip that was put on for all IST with
seven choices. I chose one — to go off
site on a visit to a local town and walk
over a bridge across a gorge, a scenic
view of the local countryside. This
bridge walk was out of the norm where
we were harnessed up as we walked a
narrow platform across the gorge. We
were higher than the Eiffel Tower and
had the highway above our heads
rattling the ironwork below. Yes a
white-knuckle experience but fun.
The Jamboree site covered an area
of 14,000 acres; we were the second
largest city in West Virginia. The site
was at the Summit Bechtel Nature
reserve, which used to be an old coal
mine. The organisers had to put on all
sorts of facilities like a postal service,
bus services, medical service, catering
and dental. A Listening Ear service if
anyone was struggling. The US army
was on hand for security and medical

purposes. The IST camped on a
separate site where we had our own
catering hall; music was put on for us
in the evenings. A cinema and karaoke
were laid on for the IST. There were
10,000 IST in the campsite, Scouters
from all round the world. The site was
so vast that each day I had a half hour
walk to where I was working if I didn’t
want to take the bus, the views were
well worth the walk in the morning.
My day started at 6:00 am and finished
at 5:00 pm.
The UK contingent, which included
the IST Unit leaders, looking after the
UK scouts and contingent management
was the largest contingent of 1,000
people after the host contingents of
America, Mexico and Canada who
organised the whole Jamboree.
This Jamboree was the first one to
use technology to its advantage, with
information coming through on our
Jamboree app about events each day
and other details we needed to know.
Also it was the biggest Jamboree, in
terms of area covered, in the history
of Jamborees.
The next Jamboree in four years
time will be in Korea and at the closing
ceremony there was an Olympic-style
hand over with flags.
Oh yeah, a black bear was spotted
one day breaking into an IST tent
because some numpty left food in
there!!!
The whole experience was really a
lifetime experience that taught me
much more about Scouting, new skills,
about myself, broadened my horizons,
new friends made and opened up
more doors for more Scouting
adventures abroad.
Just the start!!! THANKYOU!!

Pippa Hart
Photography

Natural & Informal
Black &White
Portraits
01494 837340
www.pippahart.com
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HS2: carry on
regardless!
By Colin Sully, The Lee Parish
Council

T

he Parish Council, along with
many others, has written to the
HS2 Review Group, letting
them know our views on the project!
A copy of our letter is available on
The Lee website.
While we wait to hear the results
of the review, HS2 Ltd and their
contractors Fusion and Eiffage-Kier
(EK) are pressing on with ‘enabling
work’ and with planning the main
works, despite many unsuccessful
calls for all work to be paused.
th

17 October at Ballinger
To this end, can I remind you that
EK and HS2 Ltd will be holding an

information event at Ballinger
Memorial Hall on Thursday 17th
October from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm.
HS2 Ltd and EK are mindful of
the fact that, until the Oakervee
review is completed and approval is
given for whatever happens next, the
actual construction of the railway is
on hold; nonetheless it is important
that local residents understand the
plans for the local area, assuming HS2
does go ahead largely unaltered.
The event will therefore focus on
the latest plans for some of the key
design elements in the area – the
Wendover Dean and Small Dean
viaducts and the South Portal of the
Wendover Green tunnel.
Do drop-in to this important event.

Meanwhile…
I realise that we keep sharing the
dates we are told work is due to
commence in the area and that they
keep being delayed, but… we are
now told that, notwithstanding the
review, we should be seeing the
following in and around the parish in
the next few months.

A413,
when
(if)
the
main
construction work begins at the
Chilterns Tunnel portal.
Current plans for the road works
involve a mix of day and night
working and will continue for around
18 weeks, with a short break over the
Christmas period.
The timing of the work would
appear to be:
• Preliminary works on Link Road
and Frith Hill: 7th to 26th
October 2019
• Main works: 13th January to 9th
March 2020
• Link Road parking suspended
and traffic lights in place from
7th October 2019 to 17th
February 2020
• No work over the Christmas
break, with work recommencing
on 6th January 2020

At Wendover
The work to install a noisereducing road surface to mitigate HS2
vehicle noise on the Wendover bypass
should have been completed by early
October (you will know if it has).

Above the Misbourne valley
Ground investigation work is
scheduled to continue through October
behind Potter Row, Hunts Green and
Strawberry Hill Farm. Access is off
Kings Lane and Potter Row; vehicle
movements should be minimal.

At Great Missenden
The mitigation works at Frith Hill
and Link Road are finally due to start
on Monday 7th October. The works
have been proposed and approved to
help with congestion, that could be
caused by extra lorries along the

Pilates
@HOME

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’
1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and
convenience of your own home

Mat Pilates for all abilities
Improves posture, flexibility,
core strength, muscle tone
and sports performance
Individuals [or small groups of up to 4]
Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for
Beginner, Intermediate and
Advanced Levels
“In ten sessions you will feel the difference,
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30
you will have a whole new body”
… Joseph Pilates
If you are interested or require further
information please contact:

Karen on 07790 081670

Get your ££ while stocks last
Finally, we learnt during Cheryl’s
visit that the HS2 community and
environment fund (CEF) and the
business fund (BLEF) are still open
and the agency managing the funds is
encouraging further applications.
Further information is available from
the parish clerk.

Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
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Christmas
already?
By Katie Michaelson-Yates
n the 9th November The Shop
at The Lee is, once again,
holding
the
increasingly
popular Christmas Food and Gift
Market in the Parish Hall. Opening at
8:00 am, the stalls will be heavily laden
with festive food, beverages, gourmet
gifts and decorations.
Our regular Christmas customers
will know the many items we will be
selling, Christmas cards, napkins and
crackers. Everything you need for
wrapping the presents to go under the
Christmas Tree. Chris Field's lovely
table decorations and door wreaths,
chocolates, biscuits, cakes, sweets,

O

KINGSHILL
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHILTERNS
AIRPORTS
LONDON
01494 868699
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk

stollen and panettone as well as
relishes and very naughty bottled fruit
in liqueur. Festive ales, wines and
snacks. The list is nearly endless.
There will be many new items to
see including the most beautiful
stationery, playing cards (for our
Bridge players) and advent calendars.
A new line of pop-and-slot festive
scenes will be fun for the family to
make together.
We are very lucky that we can sell
many items at a lower price than the
larger shops, so please buy first at our
Christmas Market and enjoy a glass of
mulled wine and a piece of fruit cake
while you shop!
The doors will close at 1:00 pm, so
come early.

Age Concern
Lunch Club
By Terry Bottle
his Lunch Club is a thriving
community service, and has
been meeting every Thursday in
the Baptist Church Hall, Great
Missenden for over 50 years! A
fantastic team of volunteers cooks and
serves lunch to our elderly members, of
which there are 40 currently.
We also run a minibus with a
monthly rota of volunteer drivers who
collect and return those members in
need of transport and who live within a
few miles of Great Missenden. We
would love to welcome more members!
In addition we need more
volunteers, particularly drivers. Good
driving skills and a current clean
licence are essential. We are looking

T

for people who are warm and friendly
and enjoy interaction with people.
For more details, please call Julie
Needle on 01296 612843 or Judith
Rodwell on 01494 864835.

Bonfire night
By Tony Lea
he Annual Bonfire and
Fireworks will take place at
6:30 pm on Tuesday 5th
November in the usual paddock at the
bottom of Cherry Tree Lane.
All are welcome and we will be
serving drinks, including mulled wine,
and hot dogs. This is one of the main
fundraisers for the Parish Hall so
please come along and support us.
Adults £6, children £3 and £15 for
a family of four.

T

Quiz answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

2011: to mark the 100th
anniversary of the formation of
the enlarged parish
About 50 metres: from the
footpath opposite Hammonds Hall
Farm to the top of Leather Lane
The two lanes will be rebuilt and
realigned: HS2 will go under them
Just one, near Grim’s Ditch
It is the only house in Kings Ash
outside of the parish boundary
There is an old post (now lying on
the ground) which marks the
boundary with Wendover parish;
on this occasion we marked a tree
It is understood that many years
ago, a resident had a market
garden nearby and used the well
as his water supply

8.

Three or four, depending on how
you are counting. The point being
that the houses on the north side of
Arrewig Lane are in Cholesburycum-St Leonards parish
9. Chartridge
10. Traditionally with a cross dug into
the turf on the corner; but on this
occasion by marking a tree
11. Great Missenden
12. Emily’s seat: in memory of Emily
and Arnold Morris

Bridge too far?

A

fter a lead of 2♠ North made
12 tricks; 3NT also would
have made, probably without
any over-tricks.
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Coming soon
The fastest way to let everyone in the
Parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the editor by
the 12th of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

October
Every Wednesday. Toddler Group. Lee
Common Methodist Church. 10:00 am to
11:30 am.
Thursday 3rd. The Lee Walking Group.
Meet at the Shop at 9:30 am.
Saturday 5th. Coffee Morning. Methodist
Church 10:30 am to 12:00 noon.
Tuesday 8th. Ballinger Evening WI.
‘Rags to Riches to giving it all
away’. 8:00 pm.
Thursday 17th. HS2 Information event.
Ballinger Hall 4:00 pm to 7:30 pm. See
page 22 and September Newsletter.
Saturday 19th. The Lee Old Church
Quiz. Ballinger Hall. See page 17.
Thursday 31st. The Arts Society
Ballinger.
‘Love, sacr ed and
profane’ - the iconography of women:
Hilary Guise at 8:00 pm.

THE LEEWAY – YOUR
VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM
If you have difficulty getting to your
doctor or the hospital, doing your
shopping or would like a home visit and
a friendly chat, then please ring:

07845 029500
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am 12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice
of your requirement to help us organise it.

Tuesday 5th November. Bonfire night!
Cherry Tree Lane. 6:30 pm. See page 25.
Thursday 7th November. The Lee
Walking Group. Meet on the Gr een,
with or without dogs, at 9:30 am.
Saturday 9th November. Coffee
Morning at the Methodist Church.
10:30 am to 12:00 noon.
Saturday 9th November. Christmas
Food and Gift Market. Par ish
Hall. 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. See page 24
Tuesday 12th November. Ballinger
Evening WI. (AGM) ‘Teaching
Anecdotes’: Len Instone at 8:00 pm.
Tuesday 12th November. The Lee
Parish Council Meeting. Par ish Hall
7:30 pm.
Saturday 16th November. Ballinger
Christmas Fair. 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
— early Christmas presents!
Saturday 16th November. Roving
Supper. Save the date!
Thursday 28th November. The Arts Society
Ballinger. ‘Visions of Beauty’: Jacob
Mossat at 8:00 pm.
Friday 29th November. The Lee
Newsletter Annual Dinner.
Tuesday 12th December. Ballinger
Evening WI. Chr istmas Par ty.

Directory of
local contacts
Ballinger Horticultural Society
Chairperson: Brenda Gover
info@ballingerhorti.co.uk
Ballinger War Memorial Hall
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379
Ballinger Evening W.I.
Contact: Frankie Little, 837659
frankie.little@btinternet.com

Lee Common C of E School
School office, 837267
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
Lee Common Methodist Church
Marian Tomkins, 837479
Toddler Group (every Wednesday)
Lee Common Scouts
Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:
837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com
Shop at The Lee
Symeon Economou, 837195
shop@thelee.org.uk
St John the Baptist Church
See page 17.
St Mary’s Ballinger
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com
Tennis Court @ Parish Hall
Bookings: Judy Morgan 837787
The Arts Society Ballinger
Chair, Lesley Wickham, 865480
ballinger@theartssociety.org
The Lee Cricket Club
www.theleecc.org.uk
Secretary, Mike Harris
07788 345555
The Lee Flower Show
Chairman,
Jonathan
Batten,
837450
The Lee Newsletter
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com
The Lee Old Church Trust
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501
The Lee Parish Council
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 837068
clerk@thelee.org.uk
www.thelee.org.uk
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529
The Lee Parish Hall Committee
Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237
The Leeway
Contact: 07845 029500
Vocal Lees (ladies village choir )
Jeannette Batten, 837450

The Newsletter

T

he Lee Newsletter is published 10
times a year and distributed free to
all households in the parish… and
a little beyond. The views expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Editor.
We welcome letters and articles of
interest and relevance to The Lee.
Copy should be sent to the Editor of
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of
the month before publication.
Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically withheld. Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.
To advertise or place an insert,
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377
by the 12th of the previous month.
If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten
on
837450
or
email
battenjonathan@hotmail.com.
For queries regarding distribution
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382.
Other members of the Editorial
team: Peter Archer, Zoe Berkeley,
Ruth Fowler, Phil Harrison, Liz
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller and
Colin Sully.
Printed by Strongs: 01442 878592.

To book the Parish Hall
or Scout Hut
’phone Anne Barnett on 837796
9 am - 1 pm
6 pm 2 pm - 6 pm
midnight
Mon - Fri
£30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr
Sat/Sun
£12/hr
£70
Bank Holiday £12/hr
£70
Car park only
£10
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall)

Rates

