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THE

LEE 

From the Editor 
By Peter Archer 

A 
s this is our first edition for 

2020, the Newsletter team 

wishes all our readers a 

Happy New Year and, hopefully, a 

happy and successful new decade. 

Since our last issue much has 

changed; we have had a general 

election that voted in a government 

with a larger majority than we have 

had for many years... and with a  

commitment to leave the EU by the 

end of January. 

We clearly have an interesting and 

challenging year ahead of us and, 

perhaps the most significant event for 

us locally may be the Government’s 

decision on the future of HS2. 

We have a good variety of articles 

this month including one telling us of 

a club of poker players in our midst – I 

just wish I understood all the lingo 

they use! 

On the subject of cards, we also 

have pictures and an article on the 

recent local bridge drive, which was 

enjoyed by over 50 local players. 

Please send your letters, articles 

and pictures for the March Newsletter 

to theleenewsletter@gmail.com or 

hard copy to Liz Macann at 

Mandrake, Princes Lane, Lee 

Common by 11th  February. 

The Lee Parish 
Council report 
By Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk 

VE Day 2020 

T 
his year will be the 75th 

anniversary of the end of 

World War II. To mark the 

occasion, the Government has moved 

the early May Bank Holiday from its 

customary Monday 5th to Friday 8th, 

VE Day. The Parish Council has been 

invited to organise appropriate events 

on that day which might, for 

example, include street parties, other 

parties in pubs and halls, celebrations 

on village greens etc. 
The Parish Council is mindful of 

the fact that any such activity requires 

significant volunteer input from the 

community. Residents are therefore 

invited, either through this Newsletter 

or directly to the Parish Clerk (see 

overleaf) to offer suggestions or 

specific help in organising appropriate 

activities on that day. 

Volunteers 
Talking of volunteers, the Parish 

Council has a small team of volunteer 

residents who undertake occasional 

minor works around the village – 

bench and playground equipment 

repairs, signage, fencing, gates, etc. If 
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The recently restored Humphreys bench next to 

the footpath through the playground. 
 

And finally… 
A reminder that May 2020 sees 

elections for both the Parish Council 

and the new Buckinghamshire (Unitary) 

Council. More details to follow. 

you can spare a little occasional time 

to help out with these works, again 

please get in touch; either email 

clerk@thelee.org.uk or telephone 

01494 837068. 

County 
News 
By Councillor Patricia Birchley 

‘Cometh the hour... cometh 

the man’ 

T 
he country certainly got behind 

Boris and started the new 

decade in an optimistic 

mood. As we leave the EU, however, 

he needs to unite leavers and remainers 

so that we can continue to enjoy 

excellent relations with Europe, whilst 

setting our own agenda and laws. 

Early in January the proposed 

budget for the new Buckinghamshire 

Council was debated. The draft 

Revenue Budget shows net operating 

expenditure of £435 million in the first 

year. Social services continue to show 

the highest growth in demand and 

complexity. In 2020/21 Adult Services 

require an extra £9.5 million and 

Children’s Services £1.5 million. Whilst 

there are numerous service efficiencies, 

almost 70% of our council tax is needed 

to look after our most vulnerable 

residents. By comparison the net budget 

for roads next year will be £25.5 million 

and I have already discussed our local 

priorities with Transport for Bucks. 

During the winter I have been out 

regularly with the Local Area 

Technician, Joe Saunders, and talked to 

the Parish Council. I have brought Joe 

out to look at potholes and defects at 

The Lee, Chartridge Lane and Swan 

Bottom. Together we have studied the 

repairs by Affinity Water and 

Openreach to the new surface in Oxford 

Street and will monitor these works. 

Chartridge Lane is on the list to be 

resurfaced from Ballinger Lane 

to Swan Bottom. 

Caring for the Chilterns 
Caring passionately about our 

wonderful environment, I am now in 

my seventh year as a Trustee of the 

Chiltern Society. Last year the Society 

cleared 42,000 metres of pathway, 

installed 65 gates, repaired 18 stiles, etc. 

all with 11,000 hours of volunteer help. 

The Chilterns Heritage Festival in 

late September was immensely 

enjoyable and attended by members 

and non-members. The Society 

scrutinises development threats to the 

Chilterns and growth such as the 

Oxford-Cambridge Expressway 

(predicated on one million new 

homes!) We organise walks and bike 

rides, and have just published ‘More 
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Pilates 
@HOME 

 

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’ 

 
 

1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and 
convenience of your own home 

 
 

Mat Pilates for all abilities 
Improves posture, flexibility,  
core strength, muscle tone  

and sports performance 
 

Individuals [or small groups of up to 4] 
 

Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for 
Beginner, Intermediate and  

Advanced Levels 
 
 

“In ten sessions you will feel the difference, 
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30 

you will have a whole new body” 
… Joseph Pilates 

 

 
If you are interested or require further 

information please contact: 
 

Karen on 07790 081670  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk 
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk 

Great Walks in the Chilterns’. If you 

would like to join us, look up 

chilternsociety.org.uk 

It was great to see so many of you at 

the concert in the Old Church, dinners 

and other Christmas activities. I am 

regularly in touch with officers at County 

Hall to resolve local concerns, so do 

please let me know if  I can help you. 

Y o u  c a n  c o n t a c t  m e  a t 

pbirchley@buckscc.gov,uk or on 

07714 704017. 

Your letters 
To the Editor 

I write with a warning that new hidden 
dangers have returned with a 
vengeance and are lurking in the 
verges around Lee Common. 

No, I don’t mean highwaymen, 
wild animals or IEDs. 

Potholes have made an unwelcome 
return. New, deeper, disguised with 
water in places least expected. For 
example, turn left out of Oxford St into 
Ballinger Road towards Chesham, just 
past the entrance to the garages (90m 
from the corner) and there lurks a 
vicious 15cm deep pothole.  
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As the road narrows at this point it is 
inevitable that the unsuspecting motorist 
will swerve to the left when faced with a 
large oncoming vehicle. New, 
expensive tyres are the result, along 
with inconvenience and disruption. 

Bucks County Council has a hotline 
to report urgent issues (01296 382416) 
as well as an online tool called ‘Fix my 
Street’ which can be found at 
www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk  

This pothole has been reported. Now 
we wait and see if anything is done. 
Phil Harrison 
Lee Common 
 

On the verge 
To the Editor 

The road between Swan Bottom 
crossroads and Kings Ash has been 
recently closed for works by Thames 
Water which seems to have been an 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

 Should we be looking out for a 
fly-tipping streaker or could there be 
some other explanation? 
Jonathan Batten 
Swan Bottom 
 

Thank you 
To the Editor 

Our wonderful Vocal Lees gave us an 
evening of pure enjoyment with their 
performance of Karl Jenkins’ ‘Songs of 
Sanctuary’. On behalf of all of us who 
attended I would like to thank them very 
much for undertaking such a challenging 
piece of music. It was delightful. 
Diane Wilson 
Lee Common 
 
To the Editor 

On 11th January I had a real surprise. 
Many of my Mums/Carers turned up 

opportunity for someone to dump two 
piles of rubbish on the road.  

There are also several items of 
women’s clothing discarded on the 
grass verges up and down the road 
within close proximity. 
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at the Methodist Church to thank me 
for my involvement with the Mother 
and Toddler Group for the past 21 
happy years. It was really wonderful to 
see so many familiar faces and several 
of the children who are now much 
older! It has been a joy. 

Last December we saw Father 
Christmas and had a jolly party. I 
would like to thank everyone for my 
lovely poinsettia, the red goody bag 
and also the token! Wonderful. 
Marian Tomkins 
Sly Corner 
(See also page 13: Ed.) 

needs us. We’re here to make sure that 
the village continues its traditions and 
fun for the future generations. We are 
looking for lovely people to join our 
very small team to help organise the Tea 
Tent at the Flower Show. We are a well-
oiled machine, but do need to increase 
our number of helpers. 
Our Motto:  
 ‘Many hands make light work’ 
Salary: We can pay in cake at the end 
of Saturday 18th July (assuming there 
is some left!) and endless cups of tea. 

If you feel that this role is for you, 
then please contact Claire Wise: 
Claire@leecommon.com. 

New Year… 
new role 
By Claire Wise 

Location: 
 Based in the beautiful area of The Lee 

The Role: 
 Approximately 24 hours per year 

(that’s all) 
 Must be available Saturday 18th 

July 2020 
 From April to July, a few hours will 

be needed to help plan the event 
 Be part of a small team 

Benefits: 
 A feeling of great satisfaction and 

fulfilment 
 Knowledge that you have given      

something back to the community   
 Meet lots of lovely new people 
 Work as part of a fun team 

Desirable Skills: 
 Happy, smiley person 
 Good at ‘Just getting the job done’ 
 Suitable for anyone of any age 

(over 18 years old), working, non-
working, retired/semi-retired  

Overview: We need the village and it 
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Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

Newsletter 
celebrations 
By the Editorial Team 

T 
he Parish Hall was packed at 
the end of 2019 to celebrate the 
end of another record-breaking 

year for The Lee Newsletter. 
 After dinner, we heard from a 

special guest speaker – ‘Chantelle’ 
from Peckham – a visitor introduced 
by Wendy Robertson. 

Chantelle gave her views on life 
in The Lee, including amusing 
comments on the amount of mud we 
seem to have, the quantity of alcohol 
consumed and the lack of a Nando’s 
or a Greggs. 

Since returning to Peckham, she 
has been in touch to send her best 

wishes and has asked Wendy to tell 
the wonderful people she met at the 
dinner that they are welcome anytime 
in Peckham… “but best to go at the 
weekend as her Nan sometimes has a 
bath on a Friday”.  

 The evening ended with the 
announcement that the Newsletter 
Annual Award for 2019 was being 
presented to the Shop at The Lee, both 
for the contribution they make to the 
Newsletter and in recognition of the 
wide r  con t r ibu t ion  made  to 
community life. The co-chair, Katie 
Michaelson-Yates received the award 
on behalf of the Shop, which was well 

‘Chantelle’ 
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THE VERMINATOR 

WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR 

HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM 

COMING BACK 

Pest control services 

TIM SIMMONS IS  

WASPS 

GLIS-GLIS 

SQUIRREL 

RATS MICE 

MOLES 

ALL 

INSECTS 

FOXES 

RABBITS 

AND  ANTS 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 

LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY 

07734 649305 

THE LEEWAY – YOUR 

VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM 

If you have difficulty getting to your 

doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 

a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 07845 029500 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 12 

noon. Please give us reasonable notice of 

your requirement to help us organise it. 

Sprint finish at 
the Shop 
By Symeon Economou 

O 
nce again Christmas Eve at 

the Shop was manic, albeit in 

a nice way. We fulfilled over 

55 orders with just one very minor 

glitch, including over 40 birds, 140 

loaves of bread and shedloads (or 

that’s what it felt like) of everything 

else. When the exhausted volunteers 

did the final tally it was rewarding to 

see a total which beat the previous 

record by over 15%. 

Overall, sales in 2019 were 8% up 

on 2018. This uplift was steady 

throughout the year, assisted by our 

various events. As usual we had our 

Greek Food Event; we attended the 

Flower Show and staged a very 

successful Christmas Food and Gift 

Fair. In addition we attended the 

Church Fête for the first time. 

Whilst the final numbers are still a 
few weeks off, sales went through 
£200k for the first time at a healthy 
gross margin and we expect a small 
surplus, even after accounting for the 
new awning. 

Not included in the Shop takings 
figure was our first attempt at a Pop-
up Restaurant. Over 70 brave souls 
sat down to a four course Greek menu 
– as far we know everyone survived! 
– and helped raise £1,000 for two 
local charities. 

Looking at the year ahead, the 
management and the Shop Committee 
are mulling over ideas to keep the 
shop and our events fresh and, who 
knows, there may also be another 
pop-up restaurant (something other 
than Greek). 

No matter how many times I say 
this, I still feel that I fail to do justice 

represented by volunteers at the dinner 
(see page 8). 

Our thanks go to all those who 
made the Newsletter such a success in 
2019 and to those who helped pull 
together such a splendid evening. 
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MARTIN THE MILKMAN 

Refrigerated delivery of fresh 

milk, dairy produce, bread, 

eggs, fruit juices and more. 

To place an order call 

01442 833944 

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM 
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 

to the invaluable, priceless, unique 
band of volunteers who staff the shop, 
do lots of the buying, keep the 
numbers in a semblance of order and 
do lots of other stuff behind the scenes 
to make the Shop what it is. My 
heartfelt thanks to everyone involved. 

And, finally, nothing would 

happen without the continuing support 

of our wonderful customers who seem 

to like what we offer and forgive our 

shortcomings. We rely on you to keep 

our figures on an upward trend so 

please keep coming! 

Bird Reserve 
fencing 
By Chris Ruttle 

I 
n the November edition of the 
Newsletter I read with great interest 
an article on the ‘dos and don’ts’ of 

the PROWs (public rights of way). The 
section on footpaths really made me 
think. At the risk of boring everyone I 
am repeating it here. 

Footpaths 
These PROWs are meant for 

pedestrians only. You are allowed to 
walk your dog as long as it is under 
your close control. You must make sure 
it does not stray off the lines of a public 
footpath as this may constitute an act of 
trespass. Also you must ensure that you 
clean up your dog mess if your dog 
fouls a footpath. 

Also: you are not allowed to 
disturb or harm any wildlife found on 
a PROW. You should not drop or 

Just some of the Shop volunteers celebrate winning the 2019 Newsletter Award 
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leave leave litter on a PROW. You 
should not trespass on neighbouring 
lands to PROW. 

The Bird and Wildlife Reserve at 
The Lee was created in 2000 by Mrs 
Stewart-Liberty, in memory of her 
husband Arthur Stewart-Libery and his 
sister Susan Cowdy, a great naturalist. 

- - - - - - - ADVERTORIAL - - - - - - - 

 
Origins, situated in the High Street in 
Great Missenden, was opened in 2009 
offering a fine restaurant and wine bar 
and now enjoys acclaimed status 
including “Diners choice award” for 
2018 and 2019 and TripAdvisor 
“Certificate of Excellence 2019”. 

At the end of December, we 
undertook a major refurbishment which 
included a new look and feel, including 
a new menu of contemporary and 
classic Italian food created by our 
Italian Head Chef, Gennaro Grella. Our 
new Italian dining and drinking 
experience includes four distinct areas: 
⁕ Lounge area to relax ⁕ Stylish and 
contemporary casual dining area ⁕ 
Elegant dining room ⁕ Selection of 
cocktails and champagnes from the bar. 

We also have the capacity to host 
your special celebration or event for 
25 to 100 guests with a selection of 
menus to suit all budgets. 

Call our team on 01494 863696 to 
book a table or for more information, 
a l t e r n a t i v e l y  e m a i l  u s  o n 
info@originswinebar.co.uk. 

Over the years, despite signs asking 
people to keep to the well-marked 
footpaths with their dogs on leads or 
under close control, there have been 
several incidents of a few people 
ignoring these lawful requests. Just 
recently the situation has got much 
worse, with people and their dogs off 
leads wandering all over the bird 
reserve. Two weeks ago while I was 
standing in the middle of the bird 
reserve and receiving advice from a 
very well respected conservationist and 
a supplier of bird seed, a dog came 
galloping past us barking its head off 
on the trail of something, with the 
owner 200 yards away. 

There are some exciting new plans 
for the future of the bird reserve for the 
benefit of the wildlife but, with these 
sorts of disturbances occurring, the 
success of those will be in jeopardy. 
The advice given is to fence in the bird 
reserve to stop this happening and a 
decision has been made to do this in the 
very near future. 
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Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 

Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  

01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

LC Dads’ 
Poker Club  
By Philip Worman 

N 
ine players from the Lee 

Common Dads’ Poker Club 

met for their second 

tournament – kindly hosted by Simon 

Wildman (and a very tolerant Mrs 

Wildman).  The aim? To squander our 

children’s inheritance (well, only 

slightly) accompanied by beer and 

sausage rolls. The game? No-limit 

Texas Hold’em – the purest, fastest 

game in town. The tension? 

Comparable only to Binion’s World 

Series of Poker.   

The action was immediately fast 

and loose, with players piling in to 

raise pre-flop (seemingly no matter 

how bad their cards were). With a 

maximum of two re-buys the freeze-

out began at 10:00 pm… pairs, trips, 

flushes, so many folded hands that 

could have been ‘the nuts’… “if only 

I’d stayed in”.  Bryan had a lovely gut-

shot straight draw on 4th street early on 

and stayed the length to finish third. 

But in the end it was heads-up – 

Simon and Chris with a gentlemanly 

split pot to take the crown from our 

previous winner Jamie. 

Great host, excellent card manners 

all round and we’re booking our next 

tournament…  new members:  see you 

at LC Drop Off / Pick-up! 

Lee Common 
School 
By Jess Mayson, PA to 

the Head Teacher 

I 
t was a wonderfully busy term at 

Lee Common CE School. As our 

school and nursery continue to 

thrive we have all enjoyed many 

wonderful activities and one-off 

events. Years 1 and 2 shared a trip to 

Windsor Castle to kick start their 

topic, with some lovely work resulting 

from this royal trip! 

Forest School continues to be a 

really exciting part of the week, led by 

Miss Keen and it is great to be using 

the local countryside now for our 

muddy adventures. 

As always Lee Common School 

was buzzing at Christmas! The 

children sang delightfully at our 

superb Christmas Fair which raised a 

wonderful sum for school funds. 

This year’s Christmas play ‘Prickly 
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Hay’ showcased all the children’s 

talents and they did themselves 

proud with impressive acting, 

singing and dancing.  

We have lots planned for the spring 

so watch this space for the next update. 

 

Governors at 
Lee Common 
School 
Could this be you? 
By Pam Batty, Chair of 

Governors 

W 
ith the New Year well 

under way it is time to 

consider applications for 

new governors to join the Board at Lee 

Common School. Being a governor 

can be challenging but it is also an 

extremely rewarding and important 

role in the strategic operation of the 

village school.  

The duties include monitoring the 

school curriculum, finance, personnel 

and premises to ensure that the school 

functions efficiently 

There is a full Board meeting at 

least once a term, with additional 

meetings for members of various 

committees. There are also occasional 

visits to the school as part of the role. 

A full training programme is available 

both face-to-face and online. 

A range of skills 
The school is ideally looking for 

people with specific skills to 

complement those of  current 

governors. Skills required include 

knowledge of finance, marketing and 

KINGSHILL 
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

CHILTERNS 

AIRPORTS 

LONDON 

01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

e x i s t i n g  s c h o o l  g o v e r n a n c e 

experience. There is also a further 

vacancy for a governor who will 

support and develop the Christian 

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l . 

Alternatively, you may wish to 

consider a role as an associate member 

contributing specifically on issues 

relating to your expertise, relevant to 

the work of committees established by 

the governing body. 

If you believe that you are able to 

make a commitment to a role that has 

a huge impact on the future of the 

young children who attend Lee 

Common School, or that you just want 

to find out more about the role, please 

contact  the school office at 

office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk  

We look forward to hearing 

from you. 
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Services for  
February 
St John the Baptist 
  2nd  8:00am HC Revd Ian Ogilvie  
 10:00am AA Joint service with 

Lee Common 

Methodist Church 

  9th 10:00am PC  

16th 10:00am Matins  

23rd 10:00am PC  

26th 10:00am HC Revd Ivor Cornish 

March 
  1st   8:00am HC Revd Ian Ogilvie  
 10:00am AA Joint service at Lee 

Common Methodist  
 

HC Holy Communion (said) 

PC Parish Communion (sung) 

AA All age service 

Contacts:  

Parish Secretary: Joanne Evans (07811 

094416). Churchwardens: Trevor 

Pearce (01494 837601) and Mike 

Sherratt (07597 158269). Verger: Bill 

Pearce (01494 785191). Treasurer: 

David Stephenson (01494 867617). 

 

Lee Common Methodist 
  2nd  10:00am AA  Joint service at St 

John the Baptist 

 9th  3:00pm HC Revd Nigel Wright 

16th  3:00pm  Gerald Tomkins 

23rd 3:00pm  Revd Adam Wells 

March 
1st  10:00am AA Joint service with St 

John the Baptist  

Our next Coffee Morning is on 

Saturday 1st February 10:30 am to 

12:00 noon. All welcome. 

Bridge Drive 
By Judy Hart 

T 
he team of  dedicated 
volunteers who arrange the 
annual bridge drive did 

another superb job. Comments on the 
tea ranged from “the best tea I’ve 
ever had” to “better than you get at 
the Ritz with everything homemade”. 
What a wonderful team! 

The objective of raising money 
was also achieved with £837 
enriching the coffers of St John the 
Baptist church at the Lee. Where 
would the village be without its 
parish church? 

St Mary’s, Ballinger 
  2nd  9:30am Morning Prayer followed by 
  refreshments 

March 
  1st  9:30am HC followed by refreshments 
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Great Missenden 

Supported Living 
 

A warm, friendly, house for the 

elderly, in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look to see for 

yourself and have a chat with 

 Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager) 

Tel: 01494 865026  

or email for a brochure 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website 

www.abbeyfield.com 

56 people enjoyed an afternoon of 

bridge with prizes to be won and an 

amazing array of raffle prizes all kindly 

donated. Over half the bridge players 

were from the local villages and many 

of the prizes were won by locals. 

Bridge playing is thriving in the area 

and keeping us all mentally alert. 

Next year we would like to have 

even more locals at the bridge drive 

so, dust off those cards and put the 

third Wednesday of January 2021 in 

your diary now. 

Thank you, 
Marian 
By Pam Batty 

M 
any thankful parents and 

children gathered at the 

Methodist Chapel in Lee 

Common on Saturday 11th January to 

show their enormous appreciation to 

Marian Tompkins. Marian has run a 

playgroup at the Chapel for the past 21 

years but retired from doing so in 

December last year. 

Marian has been a lifeline to so 

many parents over the years, offering 

both a sanctuary and a place where 

they were able to drink a cup of tea or 

coffee whilst it was still hot! Her 

selfless dedication to the many 

hundreds of families, from near and 
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far, who attended over the years will 

not be forgotten. 

Sheila, one of the regular visitors to 

the playgroup, wrote a poem for 

Marian which she read out at the event. 

  MARIAN 

~ maid of honour ~ 
      She has been the beating heart of 

the playgroup at the Lee 

With grace and commitment 

that was plain to see 

She would set the scene with chairs                                                    

and toys neatly round the floor 

And did so with endeavour – 

setting up the day before!! 

Many years have passed now 

seeing children come and go 

And of her influence in their lives 

she may never know 

But believe me they’ll remember 

a childhood sweet and true 

And not just with their mummy 

but with our Marian too 

HIS spirit was always with her 

taking her from then to now 

So, Marian – Maid of Honour 

come forth and take a bow. 

 

… (not just from) Sheila Webb 

Forum 2020 
From The Lee Parish Council 

T 
he Lee Forum was first set up 

in 2009 as a bespoke forum 

created by Andrew Burnett, to 

whom many thanks are due. Ten years 

later we have decided it is time for  the 

forum to be rebuilt and fully integrated 

with the new village website. 

The main advantages of the new 

integrated forum, catchily to be known 

as The Lee Forum 2020, are: 

 removal of constraints on 

despatch of emails, so everyone 

should receive notifications at the 

same time 

 separate forums with targeted 

focus to simplify topic-based 

discussion 

 improved users’ security and 

privacy 

 cleaner look and feel in line with 

that of the rest of the website. 

Ready for lift-off 
During January users of the ‘old’ 

forum were invited to register for the 

‘new’ forum, with both forums running 

in parallel. From 1st February 2020 the 

‘old’ forum will become ‘read only’, 

but it will be available to users 

searching for past information; no new 

posts will be accepted. 

You can access the new Forum 

2020 at www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-
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SHORT-TERM 

RENTALS 
From £295 per week (all inclusive) 

 

Self-catering holiday  

or temporary accommodation  

at Lee Common 
 

Moving house?   

     Completion dates don’t coincide? 

     House sale falls through? 

     Builders outstaying their welcome? 
 

Expecting Visitors?    

     Need extra accommodation? 
 

Self-contained Period Property:  

sleeps four guests 
 

Tel: 01494 837798 

e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

forum-2020 or via other links on The 

Lee website. The old forum can also 

still be accessed via any bookmarks 

you may have set and a link will 

remain via www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-

forum/. 

Nearly 400 local residents have 

already registered for The Lee Forum 

2020. Here are some top tips to get 

you started. 

1. Register 
Even if you were previously 

registered for the old forum, for GDPR 

compliance reasons, you will still have 

to register again as a ‘New User’ for 

the new one at: www.thelee.org.uk/

new-user/ Just follow the instructions. 

2. Set your password 
You should receive an email 

confirming your registration from 

<wordpress@thelee.org.uk>. If you 

haven’t received it, check in your 

spam folder, as that will have a link to 

allow you to set your password. 

If the link is no longer valid (or 

you can’t find the email), login to the 

new forum with your ‘User Name’ and 

say you’ve forgotten your password. 

I n s t r u c t i o n s  w i t h  s a m p l e 

screenshots for how to do this can be 

found at www.thelee.org.uk/password-

reset/. We recommend that you read 

them before starting, as others have 

found them very helpful. 

3. Set your subscription 
Once registered on Forum 2020 

click on ‘Subscriptions’ and then 

choose your subscription level.  

Although Forum 2020 offers more 

flexibility on the type of email 

notifications you can receive, to get 

started we recommend that you choose 

New Topics to give the same level of 

email notification as most people  used 

on the old forum. i.e. you will be 

notified about all new topics. 

You can always go back later and 

change it if you wish. 

4. Use it! 
Forum 2020 is there for the 

community… so make good use of 

it… for Lost and Found; Items For 

Sale and Wanted; Recommendations; 

village notices; etc.  

If you have any questions on how 

to use Forum 2020, check out the User 

Guide, FAQs and Code of Conduct on 

the website. Once your registration is 

complete and you can access Forum 

2020, you will see that there is also an 

on-line support discussion forum! 

Happy posting! 
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A truly independent family funeral directors 

J Brown Funeral Services 
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA 

01494 727474 (24 hours) 

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474 

jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk 

Recommended by  

The Good Funeral Guide 

Bespoke and traditional services 

Private chapels of rest 

Pre-paid funeral plans 

Off street client parking 

Home visits 

HS2: stalling at 
the launch-pad? 
By Colin Sully, The Lee Parish Council 

I 
 make no apology for raising the 
same question this month that we 
did before Christmas, as we are 

still in the dark as to what the ‘new’ 
Government intends to do with HS2. 

The ‘Notice to Proceed’ (NTP) has 
still not been given and yet significant  
work continues on the line, both 
locally and elsewhere between Euston  
and Birmingham. We have now had 
two leaks of the Oakervee Review, 
and while we wait for the Government 
pronouncement, Lord Berkeley, the 
Deputy Chair of the review panel, has 
released his own report, in which he 
roundly condemns the HS2 project 

design, HS2’s management and the 
way the review was conducted by its 
Chairman, Doug Oakervee. 

Lord Berkeley draws attention to 
the fact that, although the draft review 
report says it should go ahead, albeit 
with 14 trains/hour/direction, rather 
than the 18 originally assumed, 
nowhere does the report provide a 
Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) on the basis 
of 14tph and a cost estimate of £103bn. 

Lord Berkeley calculates that this 
would result in a BCR significantly 
less than one, possibly as low as 0.6, 
(i.e. a negative return on investment) 
and says “I suggest that to omit this 
(from the review) is misleading and 
dishonest.” 

The new Secretary of State for 
Transport, Grant Shapps MP, has 
asked for ‘more information’ before 
submitting his recommendation to the 
Prime Minister and the Chancellor. 

New MPs raise questions 
Meanwhile 21 Conservative MPs, 

including many representing newly-
won northern seats, have formed their 
own HS2 Review Group and called on 
the government to change course. 

The Prime Minister has asked all 
Ministers to review any ‘white 
elephants projects’ in their portfolio in 
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Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 

with a personal touch 
 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property 

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 

by skilled craftsmen using traditional 

carpentry techniques 
 

For wood with wow call Alasdair 

Cunningham on 01494 890145 or 

email: Office@timbercreationsltd.com 

advance of the Budget on 11th March. 
According to the Times, he has warned 
his cabinet that it is “time for the 
slaughtering of sacred cows”. 

Andrew Gilligan, Transport Advisor 
to the Prime Minister, has also been 
canvassing MPs on their support for the 
London to Birmingham phase of HS2… 
and the results it seems are encouraging 
for critics of HS2. Finally, the latest 
report from the National Audit Office is 
expected soon and it is also expected to 
be critical of the project (again). 

It is to be hoped that when the 
Government finally makes its mind up 
on the project, it will see the sense in 
re-directing the massive expenditure to 
more cost-effective ways of improving 
rail services in the Midlands and the 
North, and incrementally improving 
links through to London on existing 
lines. This may perhaps be a politically 
acceptable outcome… one hopes! 

Protests continue… 
You may have seen that a second 

HS2 protest camp has now opened 
locally, just south of Wendover, 
organised again mainly by those who 
believe that the environmental damage 
of HS2 alone is a sufficient reason to 
cancel the whole project. This is a 
view shared by the Green Party, 
Extinction Rebellion and ReThink 
HS2, who were behind the pre-
Christmas filming in Jones Wood, 
near Strawberry Hill Farm. 

You can view the finished video, 
‘Stand for the Trees’, which features 
Annie Lennox, Emma Thompson, 
Chris Packham and others, at 
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=NCvBwFdEYf0. 

The video also includes a group of 
local residents as ‘extras’ – see if you 
recognise anyone! 

Meanwhile… 
There is still no definitive local 

news on such matters as the Great 
Missenden Link Road, Hunts Green 
temporary spoil heap, the hill-top 
traffic survey, the programme of 
construction and the design of the 
tunnel portal. 

How I wish I could stop writing 
about this project! 

Filming in Jones Wood 
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professional advice to write your will 

and you are asked to make a minimum 

donation of £140 for a single will or 

£200 for mirror wills. This enables you 

to make savings whilst donating to 

Rennie Grove.  

If your circumstances are more 

complicated, your solicitor will agree 

any additional fees and provide you 

with their charges for related services.  

Your will is one of the most 

important documents you will ever 

sign and it ensures your estate can be 

distributed as you wish. It gives 

peace of mind and security for you 

and those you love. 

If you are also able to consider 

leaving a gift in your will to Rennie 

Grove, this means more patients in the 

future can receive that charity’s 

specialist services. 

To find out more please visit: 

renniegrove.org/makeyourwillmonth2020, 

telephone 01442 507344 or email 

legacy@renniegrove.org  

Local solicitors supporting ‘Make 

Your will month’ in Bucks are: 

 BWK Solicitors: Chalfont St 

Giles, Great Missenden and Stone 

01296 747151 

 jennifer@BWKsolicitors.co.uk     

 D C Kaye & Co: Amersham, 

 Prestwood and Wendover 

 01494 862226     

 stuart@dc-kaye.co.uk  

 Gordons Solicitors: Marlow 

 01628 646590    

 julie@gordons-law.co.uk  

 Hine Solicitors: Beaconsfield and 

Gerrards Cross 

 01494     685588 

 katharinemcnamee@hinesolicitors.co.uk   

 Horwood & James LLP 

Solicitors: Aylesbury 

Gifting by will 
By Rennie Grove Hospice Care 

I 
s your New Year’s resolution to 

focus more on your family? Have 

you recently experienced a 

significant life change such as 

moving house, getting married, 

retiring or welcoming a new addition 

to the family? 

One way of making sure your 

loved ones are taken care of in future is 

to have an up-to-date will. 

Throughout February you can write 

a new will or update an existing one 

and help local hospice charity Rennie 

Grove Hospice Care at the same time. 

Rennie Grove is a charity 

providing specialist care and support 

for adults and children with a life-

limiting illness in Bucks and west 

Herts. Through its unique hospice at 

home service, available day and night, 

and a range of day services the charity 

supports its patients to live the best 

quality life they can with a choice 

about how and where they are cared 

for towards the end of life.  

Solicitors supporting Rennie 

Grove’s ‘Make your will month’ will 

draw up a standard will and, instead of 

charging their usual fee, they are 

giving you the opportunity to make a 

donation to Rennie Grove. Your 

solicitor will provide you with 
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Shop at The Lee 
 

 
 

For all your daily needs 
 

A community shop, financed and 

run by the village; the shop lies at 

the heart of the parish. 
 

Opening hours: 
Mondays to Fridays: 7.00 a.m. until 5.30 p.m.  

Saturdays: 7.00 a.m. until 1.00 p.m. 

Sundays: 7.00 a.m. until 12.00 noon  

Bridge too far? 
By Rita Sully et al 

A 
fter East dealt this round of 

cards, North and South’s 

unbalanced hands made it 

difficult to find a suit fit and to end up 

in the right contract. 

♠ A 6 

♥ K Q 10 5 2 

♦ - 

♣ A J 10 9 5 3   

♠ Q 8 4 3               ♠ 10 5 2    

♥ A J 9 3                ♥ 8 7 

♦ 10 9 5               ♦ 8 6 4 3  

♣ 7 2                               ♣ Q 8 6 4    

♠ K J 9 7   

♥ 6 4   

♦ A K Q J 7 2 

♣ K 
 

Dealer: East 

Vulnerability: All 
 

Our bidding started as follows: 

       E            S           W            N 

        -          1♦         -          1♥     

        -          2♠*          -           3♣** 

       -          3♦***     -          

    *  showing 16 to 19 points 

  ** Fourth Suit Forcing 

*** showing 6 diamonds 

What next? See page 21. 

 
 

Contemporary and classic Italian 

food from our Italian chef. 
  

Lounge area; casual dining area; romantic 

dining room; cocktails and wines from 

around the world 

Private dining for up to 50 guests 
 

To make a reservation call 01494 863696, 

see our website at 

www.originswinebar.co.uk 

 or call in at 57, High Street,  

Great Missenden, HP16 0AL 

 01296 487361  

 jill.swift@horwoodjames.co.uk  

 IBB Solicitors: Chesham 

 01494 790000 

 jacqueline.almond@ibblaw.co.uk  

 Kidd Rapinet: High Wycombe 

 01494 535321 

 gsehra@kiddrapinet.co.uk  
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Help us to 
beat crime! 
From Thames Valley Police 

W 
ith the dark nights and 

mornings still with us, 

criminals from around the 

south of England have been targeting 

properties in the Chiltern and South 

Bucks areas. To tackle these criminals 

it is important that we work together in 

trying to prevent and reduce crime. 

The impact of having your house 

burgled is immense both financially 

and mentally. Yet it is common for us 

to delay doing things until a close 

friend or you have been subjected to 

such an attack. Having the time or 

money to buy security measures can 

also be a reason. 

 Do you have an internet assistant 

e.g. Alexa? Some have a new 

security App so try it out. 

 Make sure your doors and windows 

are properly closed and have British 

Standard locks. 

2) Improve your security 
 A ‘Camera Doorbell’ is useful as 

most burglars will knock first. This is 

about the cheapest way to get CCTV.  

 Install an SSAIB or NSI alarm or at 

least have a fake box installed. 

 Get motion sensors fitted inside 

your house so you can see if 

something is wrong whilst you are 

away from your home. 

 Install CCTV or consider CCTV 

signs depending on your budget. 

 Improve your locks and get window 

film to stop windows easily being 

smashed. 

 Advertise your property is security 

marked. Use SMARTWATER /

Selecta DNA window stickers. 

3) Do not display your wealth 
 Performance cars will often be 

targeted. If you have a top-end car 

lock it in the garage. 

 Do not have your keys on display 

on the sideboard. Keys can be 

fished through letter boxes. 

 Get a letterbox guard or cage. 

 Just think who you are updating 

with the Facebook Posts when you 

are away on holiday? 

 Do not keep large amounts of cash 

at home. 

4) Consider the garden 
 Consider a ‘Beware of the dog’ sign 

or dog bowl will make the burglar 

think twice. 

 Padlock the gate and close the front 

gates. 

Please take a minute to go through 

the list of recommendations below and 

see if there is anything that you could 

do to protect your possessions, your 

neighbours and your family. 

1) Make it appear that 

someone is at home 
 Leave a light and the radio on when 

the nights draw in. Use a fake TV 

light device. Use timer switches. 
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 Secure your fences. Trellis is a 
great obstacle for burglars due to it 
most likely collapsing. Consider 
cheap spikey fence options like 
prickly strip (make sure you put the 
signs up) This is a real cheap option 
and can result in us getting a 
suspect’s DNA. 

 Plant prickly plants at tactical 
places around the garden boundary. 

 Burglars can use large ornaments or 
rocks or garden tools to break in, so 
look to remove opportunities and 
make sure you securely lock away 
any tools after use.  

5) Look out for your 
neighbours 
 Set up a ‘No door step selling’ 

zone. Eliminate a reason for 
burglars to knock on your door. 

 Speak to your neighbours and tell 
them if workmen are coming or you 
are going away. 

 Be a good neighbour and conduct 

Bridge too far? 

A 
t our table, North’s next bid 

was 3NT, which South then 

took out into 5♦. With good 

defence 5♦ should just 

make, although 3NT (with 2 

overtricks) would score higher points. 

checks if neighbours are going 
away. 

 And finally if you see something 
suspicious call it in to the police. 
You know your area best! 
To beat the burglar we need to 

work with the most important partner 
in tackling crime, you the public.  

You will find all the above  
information and more besides on our 
crime prevention pages at 
www.thamesvalley.police.uk. 
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 
Parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

February 
Saturday 1st. Coffee Morning at 
the Methodist Church. 10:30 am to 
12 noon. 
Thursday 6th. The Lee Walking 

Group. Meet on the Green, with or 
without dogs, at 9:30 am. 
Tuesday 11th. Ballinger Evening WI at 
8:00 pm. ‘Learning to take Better 
Pictures’ with David Trotter. 

 

Carpets Ltd 

CARPETS, VINYL AND 

WOOD FLOORING 

SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

9-11 STATION APPROACH 

GREAT MISSENDEN 

01494 862125 

Cromar 

Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Brenda Gover 
info@ballingerhorti.co.uk 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 

Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 
Ballinger Evening WI 

Contact: Frankie Little, 837659 
frankie.little@btinternet.com 

Thursday 27th. The Arts Society 

Ballinger. ‘The Silk Road and the 
Arts of China’ by Susan Whitfield at 
8:00 pm. Guests £8. 

Coming soon 
Tuesday 3rd

 March. The Lee Parish 
Council Meeting. Parish Hall 7:30 pm. 
Thursday 5th March. The Lee 
Walking Group. Meet on the Green, 
with or without dogs, at 9:30 am. 
Saturday 7th March. Coffee Morning 
at the Methodist Church. 10:30 am to 
12 noon. 
Tuesday 10th March. Ballinger 
Evening WI at 8:00 pm. ‘What do 
Nomads eat for Breakfast?’ with 
Jane Marsh. 
Thursday 26th March. The Arts 
Society Ballinger. ‘A Carpet Ride to 
Khiva’ by Chris Alexander at 8:00 pm. 
Guests £8. 
Tuesday 14th April. Ballinger Evening 
WI at 8:00 pm. ‘History of the British 
Pantomime’ with Catherine Campbell. 
Thursday 30th April. The Arts Society 
Ballinger. ‘Shimmering splendour: 
Silk in South East Asia’ by Denise 
Heywood at 8:00 pm. Guests £8. 
Saturday 18th July. The Lee Flower 
Show… put it in your diaries! 
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Rates 9 am - 1 pm 
2 pm - 6 pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parish… and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome letters and articles of 
interest and relevance to The Lee. 
Copy should be sent to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
the month before publication. 

Letters should ideally run to no more 
than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise or place an insert, 
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377 
by the 12th of the previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Bat ten  on  837450 or  emai l 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com. 

For queries regarding distribution 
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Peter Archer, Zoe Berkeley, 
Ruth Fowler, Phil Harrison, Liz 
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller and 
Colin Sully. 

Printed by Strongs: 01442 878592. 

To book the Parish Hall 

or Scout Hut 
 

’phone Anne Barnett on 837796 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 

Lee Common C of E School 

School office, 837267 

office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

Lee Common Methodist Church 

Marian Tomkins, 837479 

Lee Common Scouts 

Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:  

837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com 

Shop at The Lee 

Symeon Economou, 837195 

shop@thelee.org.uk 

St John the Baptist Church 

See centre pages. 

St Mary’s Ballinger 

Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247 

anne.ellis1004@gmail.com 

Tennis Court @ Parish Hall 

Bookings: Judy Morgan 837787 

The Arts Society Ballinger 

Chair, Lesley Wickham, 865480 

ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 

www.theleecc.org.uk 

Secretary, Mike Harris 

07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 

Chairman, Jonathan Batten 

837450 

The Lee Newsletter 

theleenewsletter@gmail.com 

The Lee Old Church Trust 

Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 

The Lee Parish Council  

Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 837068 

clerk@thelee.org.uk 

www.thelee.org.uk  

Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529 

The Lee Parish Hall Committee 

Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796 

Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

The Leeway 

Contact: 07845 029500 

Vocal Lees (village choir) 

Jeannette Batten, 837450 


