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From the Editor 
By Philip Harrison 

W 
hen I wrote in my editorial 
for January’s edition that 
2020 “will have its own ups 

and downs”, little did I imagine they 
would be on the scale of the biggest 
roller coaster in generations. 

This newsletter is the first ‘online-
only’ version in our history. Please tell 
as many people as you can that they can 
access the newsletter via their computer, 
tablet or phone. If your neighbour 
doesn’t have a computer, please offer to 
print it off for them. Helpful instructions 
follow this introduction. 

I have divided the edition into two 
parts. Firstly, our regular features and 
articles under ‘Normal Lee’ and 
secondly, a social history record of 
lockdown life under ‘Covid Lee’. 

As we are online-only it has been 
possible for a number of hyperlinks to 
be included to give you an opportunity 
to explore some new features. Try the 
quiz for the Over 40s on page 48 or 
enjoy the music and illustrations of 
Beethoven’s 5th on page 14 by clicking 
the links. 

There are also two competitions 
with £5 voucher prizes: Cryptic Covid 
on page 49 and in the Cherish Nature 
article on page 31. 

As always when required our 
community steps up to help each other. 

There are great examples in the Village 
Shop, the Covid-19 volunteers, Re-
engage, LeeWay, neighbourly caring 
and offers to help, as well as an increase 
in caring calls and emails. I am sure that 
we all have examples. 

Unfortunately, we also have an 
example of some behaviour that is not 
in the spirit or keeping of community, 
namely signs telling people “If you 
don’t live here …go home” appeared, 
thankfully briefly. 

As HM The Queen said in her 
broadcast to the nation, she hoped that 
everyone would “be able to take pride in 
how they responded to this challenge” 
and “We should take comfort that while 
we may have more still to endure, better 
days will return: we will be with our 
friends again; we will be with our 
families again; we will meet again.” 

If you would like to write a letter or 
an article for the June issue please email 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com by 11th 
May. The editor will be Jonathan Batten. 

Cherish nature 
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On line or 
Print@Home 

I 
n view of the on-going lockdown, 

the Editorial Team has decided 

that it is not reasonable (nor 

essential) to print and distribute 

physically all the copies of the May 

Newsletter. However, recognising that 

the Newsletter can serve an especially 

useful purpose at this difficult time, 

this edition is available to read on-line 

by everyone who has access to the 

Internet; it can also be printed-off 

from the Internet by following the 

instructions below. 

Printing from the website 
There are two versions of the May 

edition of The Lee Newsletter at 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/May2020, 

One is for viewing on-line and  for 

‘simple printing’ the other is for 

printing in ‘booklet format’ as the 

Newsletter is normally distributed. 

(Note: to print this second version 

you will need a printer capable of 

double-sided printing.)   

On-line / simple printing 
Click on the online version and it 

will open as a .pdf file for reading 

online. Any or all of the double-page 

spreads in the .pdf file can also be 

printed as pairs of pages, i.e. the 

front and back covers; page 2 with 

page 3; page 4 with 5; etc. (assuming 

you have a printer connected). 

Booklet printing 
Again, click on the booklet link 

and this will open a .pdf file which can 

be printed back-to-back, remembering 

t o  s e t  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o 

Normal Lee 
Your Letters  
To the Editor 

Youth Club 
In reply to Vic Gerhardi’s letter in the 
April Newsletter, I well remember the 
garden parties each summer in the 
lovely gardens at Winnats in the late 
1940s and 1950s: the sun always 
seemed to shine!! 

My father, Reg Bunce, from 
Strawberry Hill Farm was on the 
Committee with Mr Gerhardi, Gladys 
Stewart and Tony Humphreys raising 
money to build the Youth Club. As 
well as the garden parties, a Bazaar 
was held each year also to raise 
money, along with concerts where 
Vic’s father, Bob, played his 
accordion and ‘saw’. 

Each year a Miss Youth Club was 
selected at the Garden Party, which 
was usually won by Winnie Langstone, 
except one year when I somehow 
managed to win (see below). Perhaps 

‘Landscape’ and the double-sided 

printing to ‘Flip on the short-side’. 
If you have any problems then 

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  a t 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com  
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it was because I had bought a new 
dress costing a week’s wages –  
£3.50!! I remember winning a lovely 
leather handbag from Coxs in 
Chesham, which lasted me for years. 
Something that I could never have 
otherwise afforded. 

The Youth Club Leader was 
Freddie Rose, who I’m afraid left in a 
disgraced way and went to prison! 
You can guess what for!! 

In later years, the Youth Club was 
run by Derek Morris and his wife 
Doris. Derek was manager at the 
Nat ional  Provincia l  Bank in 
Wendover. 

I well remember going on the 
Youth Club holidays in the 50s to 
Switzerland by boat and train; no air 
travel then!! 

There can only be a handful of us 
left in the village, all of us in our 80s, 
who will remember these times.  
Margaret Durling (née Bunce) 

Kings Ash 

To the Editor 

Youth Club 
Following up on Vic’s letter in the last 

newsletter here (above) is one of the 

photos, which is courtesy of Jackie 

Nunn, whose mother was Violet Ghorst 

(née Randall). Violet looked after the 

Methodist Chapel and is on the right in 

the middle row of the picture. 

I used to go to the garden parties at 

Erriwig Lodge which were lovely 

afternoons. Garden parties also took 

place at Rodwells, courtesy of Mr and 

Mrs Hobbs. He was the Liberty’s 

estate manager. I recall a Scottish Pipe 

Band coming (Mrs Hobbs was 

Scottish) and a Miss Youth Club 

competition! Pam and Gerald Hearn at 

Spinney Croft also had garden parties. 

One was opened by Bob Holness, on 

behalf of a charity. The garden parties 

were all well attended with stalls, 

games, competitions and teas. Such 

happy days! 
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 Fortunately, we discovered 
www.bridgebase.com/ an online 
system that allows you to play singly, 
as a pair or in a foursome and if you 
are interested you can join a 
tournament. We now play our regular 
weekly bridge games using this 
system. At the same time as we are 
playing the hands, we stay connected 
to each other via WhatsApp video for 
the usual exchange of bonhomie 
throughout the games. If we’re lucky 
our husbands, during the lockdown, 
supply liquid refreshments to keep us 
going but there again if you are not 
one of the lucky ones you can see 
everyone else who is!  

Beware of the robots! 
Using Bridgebase, woe betide 

anyone who bids or plays their cards 
too slowly as then you find yourself 
redundant and replaced by a robot.  
That is really bad news if you are 
playing the contract as a robot never 
forgets which cards have been played 
and will be playing optimally (don’t 
we all?). It is also bad news if you end 
up partnering a robot as they play the 
American bridge system not the 
English version that we know, so that 
can be confusing. There again the 
online bridge is fast as hands get dealt 
soon after the last card has been 
played, so while you may still be 
exhilarated after making your contract 
or conversely trying to understand 
how you missed making a trick, the 
next hand is already in front of you 
waiting for your bid, with the robot 
ready to take over. On the plus side we 
get through our usual number of hands 
much faster than we used to, although 
we do miss the way we used to 
analyse the interesting hands after a 
contract and share advice on best play.  

Pipers also had a garden party and 

so did Swyllmers, but I think they 

were one-offs. 

I went to The Lee Youth Club in 

the 1960s when there were many boys 

and only three girls attending at the 

beginning – Carol Worsfold (me), Jill 

Humphreys (now Carleton-Smith) and 

her cousin, Linda Humphreys. The 

youth leader was a man but I’m not 

sure of his name. Perhaps Jill knows.  

I do remember we put on a 

pantomime once though – Snow 

White and the Seven Dwarfs. Linda 

was Snow White, Jill was Snow 

White's stepmother and I was one of 

the dwarfs, as there were no female 

parts left! 

I also once had a conversation with 

Graham Pearce who said his Dad, 

Phillip Pearce, used to run the youth 

club. Graham and Trevor should be 

able to tell you more. Vivien Salisbury 

revived the Youth Club sometime in 

the last 25 years for a time. 

Carol Addison 

Lee Common 

 
To the Editor 

Playing bridge in lockdown 
Our first attempt at playing bridge 
together during lockdown was a semi-
disaster. First it involved each of us 
dealing a round of cards and then 
arranging for our partners to email a 
picture of one hand to each of the 
other three in our foursome. Using 
WhatsApp video, we could see each 
other as we bid and played each of the 
four hands we had shared; slow and 
tedious would best describe it 
although it did cause us a few laughs, 
but would this approach survive the 
weeks ahead?    
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Overall though it is great to be able 

to stay in touch and have the chance to 

use some of our ‘grey cells’ playing 

bridge. However, we are all looking 

forward to the day when we can sit 

around the bridge table again and take 

the game and all that goes with it at a 

gentler pace. 

Rita Sully 

Swan Bottom 

 
To the Editor 

It is the Spring of Hope 
I write this on Easter Day.  Even those 

who are sceptical of the Easter story 

are likely to enjoy Easter and celebrate 

it as a herald of resurrection, new life 

and positivity. After all, what is a 

spring flower or a new egg if not a 

symbol of hope revived after the 

difficult days of winter. I remember 

that, when my own mother died one 

winter, the new bulbs peeping out into 

bloom in Spring lifted my spirits and 

made me feel certain that there is joy 

after sorrow and life after death. 
Reflecting on terrible times 

Charles Dickens wrote A Tale of Two 
Cities. For those of you who know it, 
you will recall that this is also a story 
with resurrection as its theme. It takes 
two main characters showing how, 
even though they have similarities, 
they are very different in their traits.  
A reminder that how we behave 
during difficult times can very much 
affect absolutely everything. 

Nearly everyone knows the 
following famous lines from the book.  
I write them here as they seem rather 
poignant at the present time: 

“It was the best of times.  It was 

the worst of times.  It was the age of 

wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, 

it was the epoch of belief, it was the 

epoch of incredulity, it was the season 

of Light, it was the season of 

Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it 

was the winter of despair…” 

I can add a two lines rhyme of my 

own to add to the despair: 

“Stay indoors.  

The next death could be yours.” 

On the other hand, I can give you a 

couple of facts to inspire hope. Our 

planet is 4.5 billion years old and for 

300,000 years it has been occupied by 

homo sapiens. We can all be certain 

that during such a long history, our 

ancestors have seen terrible times and 

that many of them survived to live in 

“this best of all possible worlds”.  It is 

also plausible that, like the characters 

in A Tale of Two Cities, their traits 

made all the difference to how they 

got on during their “winter of despair”.   
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Above all, I can be sure that, as 

evidenced by our existence today, the 

seasons of darkness passed away to 

reveal a resurrection. 
It will be May when you read this 

but please remember Easter and Easter 
eggs and continue to enjoy Spring 
flowers. Have faith in our collective 
future. We live in a wonderful 
community where many are working 
for others showing the type of positive 
traits that overcome despair.   

Like Charles Dickens, they show 
us that how we behave during difficult 
times can very much affect absolutely 
everything. They provide the Spring of 
Hope in our own villages. They are an 
example to every one of us and we can 
all thank them. 

So, please stay positive and stay 
safe. With best wishes to you all, 
Diana Taylor 
Sly Corner 

 
To the Editor 

Hello from Australia 
What is the new water feature 

flowing past the cottage below Lee 
Common school? I remember it as a 
deserted cottage, then John Worsfold 
married and lived there. I wonder if 
he is still alive? I worked with him 
when I was an apprentice at Wrights 
in Missenden.  

Is the map of England still carved 
out in the ground just left outside of 
the farm gate at the bottom of the 
school lane?  

Is the laurel hedge going down the 
hill to Lee still there?  

Is the photo of the bluebells in the 
wood taken as you go along the track 
past the new to me youth club, 
towards Swan Bottom?  Answer on page 48. 

Where... and 
what am I? 

All this brings back memories. The 

nurse who lived at the top of The 

Lee Green, her car registration 

DWCN123 (sic). Now I have trouble 

remembering what my wife asked 

me to do!  

We lived during the war at 6, 

Oxford Street and Gran had the shop 

opposite; Grandpa made cherry 

picking ladders and, in the shed 

adjoining the house, swallows nested. 

I could go on, like the dentist bringing 

to school the contraption that used 

gears using rubber pulleys to get 

enough speed to drill your teeth with; I 

can still see it.  

Arthur Humphreys 
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Carpets Ltd 

CARPETS, VINYL AND 

WOOD FLOORING 

SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

9-11 STATION APPROACH 

GREAT MISSENDEN 

01494 862125 

Cromar 

But there is also another 

connection with Jamie when he kindly 

offered to take a flint I had found on a 

local walk into the museum for 

examination. I had spotted what I 

thought was a fossil pattern within it.   

When the results came back it 

turned out to be an imprint of  “a double 

row of inter-ambulacral plates of a fossil 

sea urchin of the family Cidaridae”.  

And the age of it? A mind 

boggling 60-100 million years! So 

definite evidence that our bit of the 

Chiltern Hills was then lining the sea 

bottom when the dinosaurs ruled the 

world. I find that difficult to imagine.  

Incidentally I now keep my eyes open 

Jurassic-Lee 
By Peter Macann 

I 
 was fascinated by the article by 
Professor Jamie Wilkinson in the 
last Newsletter. Firstly because he 

is a delightful near neighbour who I 
knew worked at the National History 
Museum… but it was only when I read 
his article that I learned he was an 
eminent Professor! Secondly his 
article opened my eyes to the work of 
the museum in the field of Life and 
Earth Sciences and its importance not 
only looking back at the past, but also 
to warn us for the future as we plunder 
the earth’s resources. 

on walks for more fossils within the 

flint and it is amazing (to my untrained 

eye at least) to see how many other 

possible shapes from past millennia are 

emerging from the stone. It makes our 

wonderful walks even more fun.  

Note from the Editor: If you would 

like more information of artifacts 

found nearby. The History of The Lee 

has details and is available from the 

Shop at The Lee 
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Shop at The Lee 
 

 
 

For all your daily needs 
 

A community shop, financed and 

run by the village; the shop lies at 

the heart of the parish. 
 

(Normal) Opening hours: 
Mondays to Fridays: 7.00 a.m. until 5.30 p.m.  

Saturdays: 7.00 a.m. until 1.00 p.m. 

Sundays: 7.00 a.m. until 12.00 noon  
Tel: 01494 837195 

Volunteers 
step up 
By Symeon Economou 

I 
t has been said that the current 

Coronavirus lockdown differs 

from the last global calamity – 

WW2 – in that the war brought people 

together whereas now we are driven 

apart. That might be true in the strict 

physical sense, but it is way off target 

in actuality. Being on the outside 

looking in I see a whole community at 

The Lee which has come together to 

ensure nobody is left alone or isolated 

or in need and, if you have to go 

through something like this, there is no 

better place to be. 

The Shop is a good example of 

this. As the virus crept nearer to home, 

I became more alarmed at the impact it 

could potentially have on our 

complement of volunteers. In the 

event it was worse than I imagined. 

Virtually overnight we lost 75% of our 

volunteers, including me. 

Fast learners 
However, shame on me for being 

worried. Within days of putting out a 

call we had more than sufficient 

volunteers to fill our new shortened 

opening hours. By definition all of 

these are younger than your average 

Lee volunteer and, annoyingly but 

thankfully, they learn the ropes so 

much faster. 

That is not to say those of us who 

had to drop out have been idle. A great 

many are still active, performing ‘out 

of hours’ roles, without which the 

Shop could not function. 

The nett effect is that, with 40% 

fewer opening hours our turnover is 

about 50% higher for the time of year. 

This is great, of course, but it does 

make it more difficult to keep the 

shelves full. As recently mentioned, 

our local suppliers are one of the key 

factors and I must record my thanks to 

Martin the Milkman, Darvells, Kings 

Farm Shop and Peterley Farm. 

Looking ahead 
On a  happier  note  Kat ie 

Michaelson-Yeates is still hoping to 

pull together the 2021 Calendar.  The 

theme of local artists, professional and 

amateur, supplying artwork to be 

displayed on the calendar has been 

well received and we have already had 

a few entries. Now we are stuck in our 

homes and gardens with an hour’s 

exercise to enjoy our most beautiful 

countryside how about taking some 
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photos while you are out?  Then when 

home, dig out your old paints, crayons, 

pens and bring our village to life with 

your artwork. 

Katie is also thinking it would be 

lovely to add a few extra pages for 

the younger residents of The Lee, 

Ballinger and surrounding villages, 

if they would also enjoy painting 

local scenes.   

In the first instance photograph 

your artwork and send it to Katie, 

including age if under 18, at 

myoldswan@msn.com.  

Stay safe. 

Ramblers Association and spent many 

happy days in the country and abroad. 

She was a good cook and loved to 

hold dinner parties for friends and 

neighbours. She was a member of the 

WI for many years.  

She never had a television but was 

very fond of classical music. She 

loved dogs. She drove around in her 

blue 2CV car but had to give up 

driving in her 80s due to failing 

eyesight. This did not stop Dorothy 

from pursuing an active life.  

She would often walk to the 

village shop in her yellow fluorescent 

jacket. She went to Contact the 

Elderly meetings organised by Anthea 

Hartley. She enjoyed attending 

concerts in the Old Church. She 

became a member of the Methodist 

Church in Lee Common. 

Dorothy remained in her bungalow 

with the help of carers until January 

Dorothy 
Golding 
25th July 1923 – 4th March 2020 

D 
orothy was born in Watford, 

Hertfordshire. Both her father 

and her grandfather served 

with the Royal Marines. Her father 

fought in the Great War and Dorothy 

always had his medals in her handbag 

on Remembrance Sunday. She would 

proudly show these to anyone who 

wished to see them. 

She was educated at Watford 

Central School and left at the age of 16 

in 1939. She had always wanted to be a 

nurse, despite family opposition, and 

started her training in 1941 at the 

Watford Peace Memorial Hospital. 

Dorothy’s nursing career spanned many 

years and she always loved her job. 

In 1974 she married Mark Golding 

and retired. They lived in Sly Corner, 

Lee Common in a bungalow which 

was built by Mark. During her 

retirement Dorothy joined the local 
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2019, when her health deteriorated and 

she had to go into a Nursing Home in 

Chesham, where she died. She was a 

fiercely independent lady of 

indomitable spirit, but she possessed a 

strong sense of humour. She had a 

long and useful life. 

anticipated talk from Alistair Dick-

Cleland of the Landmark Trust.  

We had also hoped to be staging 

works by local artist Phil Dearman 

during Bucks Art Week, but the event 

has been cancelled too. 

With a heavy heart we have also 

decided that it would be best to cancel 

John Barr’s evening of ‘The Words 

and Songs of Lionel Bart’ in late June, 

just before Wimbledon. 

We are hoping that will be the end 

of such steps, but only time will tell. 

All of us at the Trust wish you, 

your families and all in your lives, 

good health. 

The Lee Old 
Church Trust 
By Jon Swain 

A 
s I write this in early April, 

we have had to postpone the 

AGM due for the 5th April, 

and my apologies for this necessity, 

both to you all, and to our speaker, 

Stephen Archer. 

I hope we can reschedule both very 

soon; that seems increasingly unlikely 

as the virus pandemic enters its 

deadliest phase here. 

As in every other sphere of life, we 

have had to make pragmatic decisions 

about forthcoming events. It would be 

marvellous to have the luxury of 

postponing those decisions until later, 

but we simply cannot do that. It would 

not be fair to anyone. 

It follows that we have decided to 

cancel the event in May; the much-

The Lee Parish 
Council news 
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk 

Covid-19 

T 
he Lee Parish Council 

(TLPC)’s response to the 

current crisis has been limited, 

but specific: 

 TLPC has acted as a point of 

l i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  n e w 

Buckinghamshire Council, The 

Lee Covid-19 volunteer group (see 

page 16) and other local supporting 

groups. The Parish Council 

welcomes the efforts of these 

groups and of individuals in the 

parish who are supporting other 

residents during this difficult time. 

 The Lee website and Forum have 

been kept up to date with local 

support information. 

 In  l i ne  wi th  Government 

ins t ruc t ions ,  in  Apr i l  we 
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THE LEEWAY – YOUR 

VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM 

If you have difficulty getting to your 

doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 

a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 07845 029500 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 12 

noon. Please give us reasonable notice of 

your requirement to help us organise it. 

announced the closure of the 

O x f o r d  S t r e e t  c h i l d r e n ’ s 

playground and posted notices to 

that effect. We did not cordon-off 

the children’s play area, as the rest 

of the field and the allotments 

remain available for public use, 

and there is of course a public 

footpath running through the field. 

Residents are asked to respect this 

decision and advise the Clerk of 

any ‘over-crowding’ in the area. 

 The Council held its first on-line 

meeting in March, from which the 

public was excluded. The next 

Parish Council meeting will be on 

Tuesday 12th May (7:30 pm) and it 

is currently planned that it will be 

aga in  he ld  on - l ine  u s ing 

‘GoToMeeting’. Members of the 

public are welcome to join the 

meeting but will first have to 

register their intention to join by 

emailing clerk@thelee.org.uk  Any 

resident who has a comment to 

make or question to ask, but is 

unable to join on-line is invited to 

email the Clerk as above or 

telephone 07769 698652. 

 In a ‘normal’ year we would also 

be organising the Annual Parish 

Meeting in May, to which all 

residents are invited. The Local 

G o v e r n m e n t  C o r o n a v i r u s 

Regulations 2020 allow parishes 

to cancel these meetings. TLPC 

will review later in the year 

whether or not to convene a 

meeting in the autumn. 

Vacancy for Parish Cllr 
A notice was posted on the village 

noticeboards, on the Parish Council 

website and on the Forum in April, to 

the effect that there is a vacancy for 

the role of Parish Councillor. 

If you are a Local Government 

Elector, you may request that an 

election is held to fill this vacancy.  If 

ten local government electors make 

this request then an election would be 

called. However, under the Local 

Government Coronavirus Regulations 

2020, that would not be held until 

May 2021. 

To request an election, you must 

write by 11th May 2020 to The 

Returning Officer at Buckinghamshire 

Council, King George V House, King 

George  V Road,  Amersham, 

Buckinghamshire, HP6 5AW Tel: 

01494 729000. 

If ten electors have not requested 

an election by 11th May 2020, then 

the Parish Council may co-opt a 

person to fill the vacancy until the 

May 2021 elections. 

The Lee Parish Cllrs are all 

‘independent’, i.e. not political party 

affiliated. If you feel you have 

something to contribute to the Parish 

Council and would like to be 

considered for co-option, or would 

simply like to know more about the 

role, then please email me by 8th May 

at clerk@thelee.org.uk  
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Bucks Council 
By Tricia Birchley 

T 
he new Buckinghamshire 
Council has found its feet 
 in the most unexpected 

circumstances. One of the first tasks 
was setting up a new website: 
communities@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
to form a platform with all the 
Coronavirus support available in the 
County. Our Area Coordinator in the 
Chilterns is Alice Williams 01296 
383042. In addition to Colin Sully’s 
response on behalf of The Lee Parish 
Council and The Lee Covid-19 
Volunteers, Mike Johnstone (GM 
Parish Council) is overseeing the 
network supporting Ballinger, South 
Heath and Hyde End. 

at different levels, courses to support 
future employment and digital skills 
development with a qualification. 

There are also fitness courses and 
creative classes covering drawing, 
painting, floristry, garden design, 
cookery and creative writing. 

Over a thousand learners have 
a l r e ad y  en ro l l e d  a t  h t t p s : / /
www.adultlearningbcc.ac.uk/ 

It makes us realise our good 
fortune, particularly at present when 
so many people are confined to living 
in flats in London, away from our 
green and pleasant environment. 

Transport for Bucks 
Last month’s photos in The Lee 

Newsletter remind us of frustrating 
weeks when Chesham Road was closed 
and covered in debris. This wasn’t 
helped by Thames Water who fitted the 
wrong size pipes, compounding the 
problem and extending the road 
closure. One Saturday the emergency 
team brushed away loose stones by  
hand to make the road safe. I brought 
Transport for Bucks out regularly to 
inspect the road and involved Colin 
Sully. Hopefully the drainage issues 
will be resolved as the super-sucker has 
now cleaned out the drainage system at 
the bottom of Red Lion Hill and water 
will disperse into the tanks below the 
road instead of flooding. 

Fortunately, I had mapped most of 
the highways’ defects at The Lee with 
the Local Area Technician in late 
March and whilst we’re housebound I 
expect road repairs to continue. The 
winter rain certainly had a devastating 
effect and dry spring is very welcome. 

We will all need to be stoic for 
some time yet! The sense of 
community and kindness has been 
overwhelming during the Covid-19 

The budget for the new Council is 
£1,186 billion. The Direct Schools 
Grant accounts for £470 million, £170 
million for the care of vulnerable 
people and £44 million for highways. 
This includes an extra £5 million to 
patch our roads and clean the gullies.   

Did you know that the average 
house price in Bucks is £407,967, the 
population is 546,000, 31% of the 
County is designated Green Belt and 
our economy is worth £15.2 billion? 

Lifelong learning 
Buckinghamshire Adult Learning 

is transforming the way courses are 
delivered during the Coronavirus 
outbreak. From the end of April there 
will be a wide range of topics 
including French, Spanish and Italian 
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01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

outbreak and brought us all closer 
together. I wish every family a safe 
and happy outcome. 

If I can raise your concerns, please 
give me a call or send an email. 

Tricia Birchley 07714 704017 
Pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk 

There is now acceptance that the 
main civils packages for Phase 1 are 
going to cost a lot more than the 
original £5.8bn that was budgeted: in 
fact, more than twice as much, with 
the revised budget now set at £12bn. 

Announcing the decision, HS2 
minister Andrew Stephenson said: 
“We cannot delay work on our long-
term plan to level up the country”.  

Construction companies involved 
in phase one will need to follow social 
distancing rules. 

As well as announcing the 
contracts being awarded, the DfT also 
published the new ‘Business case for 
HS2 Phase One’ (134 pages of it), 
setting out the revised strategic and 
economic case for the project. 

Local works 
Meanwhile, preparation work 

continues locally and elsewhere by the 

HS2 ready for 
take-off 
By Colin Sully, The Lee Parish Council 

I 
n mid-April, the Department for 
Transport (DfT) announced the 
next step for HS2, by allowing 

HS2 Ltd to issue ‘Notice to Proceed’ 
to the companies that will build Phase 1 
of the railway. The work packages 
approved are for the full detailed 
design and construction of this Phase. 

The tunnelling from Denham to 
South Heath will be undertaken by the 
joint venture company Align JV. The 
company undertaking surface works in 
our area has been expanded to become 
EKBF JV (comprising Eiffage, Kier, 
BAM Nuttall and Ferrovial Agroman). 
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‘enabling’ contractor, Fusion JV, as 
well as by National Grid, Network Rail 
and others. 

There is nothing new to report on 
the Hunts Green Farm spoil heap nor 
on the Hill-top traffic surveys, although 
these issues have been taken up (again) 
with HS2 Ltd and the newly re-
organised EKBF management, in order 
to get them resolved before the civil 
contractors start work. 

Legal challenges 
In April, Chris Packham’s legal 

action to secure a judicial review of the 
whole HS2 project was rejected by the 
High Court. He is however, seeking 
permission to appeal the decision, 
arguing that the High Court failed to 
properly address parts of his claim in 
relation to the loss of irreplaceable 
ancient woodlands and climate change. 

In London, a homeowner is also 
mounting a High Court challenge after 
a judge gave permission for her case to 
proceed. The claim, supported by a 
civil engineer’s report, warns that the 
three new tunnels being built to 
accommodate the line on the approach 
to Euston could cause “massive 
structural collapse” to a 120-year old 
retaining wall. 

However, let’s not hold our breath 
on this – we should now expect through 
the rest of 2020 to see a ramping-up of 
local HS2 construction work. 

Bridge too far? 
By Liz Ford et al 

O 
ur foursome is still enjoying a 

weekly game of bridge, 

although because of lockdown 

we aren’t able to sit around the same 

table and have our usual chat. Instead 

we share a ‘table’ using the on-line 

bridge system ‘Bridgebase.com’. 

In a recent game East was able to 

open 2 ♥ (showing a 6 card suit and a 

weak hand). 
 

♠ K J 6 

♥ Q J 10 3 

♦ Q 10 9 4 2 

♣ 8    

♠ A 8 5                   ♠ 10 9 4 2     

♥ 9 8                          ♥ A K 7 6 4 2  

♦ A J 6                   ♦ -  

♣ K 10 7 5 3                   ♣ Q 4 2    

♠ Q 7 3   

♥ 5   

♦ K 8 7 5 3 

♣ A J 9 6 
 

Dealer: East 

Vulnerability: E-W 
        

How can N-S respond? See page 36. 

A musical 
interlude 
By Doodle Chaos  

C 
lick on the link below to listen 

and watch... and don’t forget 

to turn your sound up! 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=vcBn04IyELc  
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A truly independent family funeral directors 

J Brown Funeral Services 
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA 

01494 727474 (24 hours) 

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474 

jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk 

Recommended by  

The Good Funeral Guide 

Bespoke and traditional services 

Private chapels of rest 

Pre-paid funeral plans 

Off street client parking 

Home visits 

St Peter and St Paul are 

establishing a phone tree so that we 

can keep in contact with the lonely 

and vulnerable. 

St Peter and St Paul run a virtual 

church which can be accessed at 

https://www.missendenchurch.org.uk. 

There are daily postings, poems, songs 

etc from the churches in the area as 

well as helpful links. 

At St Mary’s Tammy Riley-Smith 

and Liz Stouty (who live in the 

Watson Cottages) are between them 

very kindly looking after the garden; 

mowing the grass, tending the 

flowerbeds and watering the hanging 

baskets. We thank them. 

The book stall is obviously 

inaccessible but there is a growing 

book swap among Ballinger villagers 

as we have more time for reading. 

Local Churches 
St John the Baptist 
Contacts: Churchwardens: Trevor 

Pearce (01494-837601) and Mike 

Sherratt (07597 158269). Verger: Bill 

Pearce (01494-785191). Treasurer: 

David Stephenson (01494 867617). 
 

Lee Common Methodist  

A 
s the church is closed and 

services are currently 

suspended, we offer you the 

following prayer. 

 

We pray for all those afflicted by 

the Coronavirus 

for all those who are caring for 

them  

for those working to provide 

essential services 

for those whose livelihoods are 

affected 

for those who are isolated and 

lonely. 

Loving God draw near to all 

through Christ, grant the peace of 

your presence, the healing of your 

touch the blessing of your guidance 

and the assurance of your constant 

love so that all who are in despair may 

walk in hope and look forward in 

faith.  

Lord of life renew our strength and 

refresh our spirits. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.    

Amen 
 

St Mary’s, Ballinger 

A 
lthough the doors are locked at 

St Mary’s, Ballinger, several 

local initiatives are underway. 
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Covid Lee 

Neighbour-Lee 
“Neighbours, everybody 

needs good neighbours….” 
By The Lee Covid-19 volunteers 

“I 
 want to help” said Lee 

resident Diana Morley to 

Anthea Hartley in mid-

March. “I can increase my online 

order for ‘Cook’ ready meals to help 

other senior neighbours. Can you find 

out who’ll want them and organise 

volunteers to make deliveries?” 

At the same time a local resident 

was posting a desperate request on 

The Lee Forum for paracetamol as 

nearly everyone in her household was 

running high temperatures with 

suspected Covid-19. 

And the whole world was panic 

buying. Local shops and doctors’ 

surgeries were slamming shut. Will we 

run out of food as well as loo roll? 

How many need shielding? And as our 

community-spirited over-70s were 

going into self-isolation, who was 

going to help now? 

Anthea spoke to her Re-Engage 

volunteers about Diana’s idea and The 

Lee Covid-19 Volunteers were 

created, intending to support The Lee 

Parish, Ballinger and Potter Row. 

The simple objective for the group 

is to support anyone (young and old) 

to get help with shopping, prescription 

requests and meals when they are self-

isolating or unwell. 

Helpfully Colin Sully and Hayley 

Farrelly from The Lee Parish Council 

then brought all the local volunteer 

groups together – the Lee Forum, 

Shop at the Lee, Re-engage and 

LeeWay plus the newly formed group 

to ensure we could support each other. 

The helpline was established – so 

people can reach volunteers quickly 

07836 205105. 

Getting the message out 
April’s Lee Newsletter had already 

been printed and since we had just 

refined the organisation of a widened 

volunteer group, some of the 

important information given in that 

Newsletter was already out of date. 

Posting new information on The 

Lee Website and Forum certainly did 

reach some, but worryingly probably 

not all the elderly or more vulnerable 

members of our Community. Aware 

that not every household is signed up 

to The Lee Forum, a good old-

fashioned mail drop was organised 

with an A4 flier to households in The 

Lee Parish, as well as all households 

in Ballinger and Potter Row. 

Infuriatingly there was an ink crisis 

on the printer, which left us without a 

quarter of the print run, but Orbit in 

Chesham came to the rescue and 

printed additional copies swiftly. 

The Newsletter delivery team 

distributed the leaflet quickly – some 

even doing a second round as they had 

already efficiently delivered their April 

issues! Other volunteers stepped in to 

replace those regular delivery people 

who were now self-isolating or 

shielding. Two young Ballinger 

residents delivered to the extra 

Ballinger households and were amazed 

to discover how many houses they had 

no idea even existed in their village!    



17 

At the end of the day leaflets were 

delivered to over 450 households 

between 29 th and 31st March, 

significantly more homes than the 

regular Newsletter. 

Within hours some older residents 

in Ballinger who don’t get the usual 

Newsletter called the Helpline needing 

some shopping,  whi ls t  more 

volunteers came forward by email, 

keen to help. 

Who are the volunteers? 
More than 50 volunteers are spread 

evenly across The Lee parish and  

Ballinger; plus two from Potter Row; 

10 men, 40 women. 

A few of our youngest are students 

still at school doing A Levels or at 

university, albeit studying remotely, 

and the rest spread through the age 

ranges up to almost 70 working in a 

wide range of fields: Broadcasting 

media, Legal, Investments, Finance, 

HR, Marketing/Communications, 

Education, Recruitment, Executive 

Coaching and more. Local business 

o w n e r s ,  D r i v i n g  I n s t r u c t o r , 

Photographers, Caterers, Travel 

Consultants and several who, whilst 

officially retired regularly help other 

organisations, including our beloved 

Lee Shop. From the medical world we 

have two doctors, a nurse and a 

pharmacy worker helping too. 

Some are working remotely from 

home, some are furloughed, others 

find their work has suddenly dried up. 

Worrying times for all. 

How busy is the Helpline? 
At the time of going to press we 

have had thirteen requests for help, the 

first received on 26th March and the 

latest received in late April.  All have 
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been responded to immediately and 

given help swiftly.  

There are plenty of volunteers for 

the requests received so far and the 

month of May is also bringing 

improved supplies of food and ready 

meals to local shops.  

We are well prepared, perhaps 

because our community has taken 

‘social distancing’ properly to heart.   

More than half our volunteers 

regularly support their wider families, 

Church communities and vulnerable 

neighbours. They have been shopping, 

picking up prescriptions, newspapers, 

odd things from The Lee Shop, 

sometimes cooking and often 

telephoning those they help to shield.  

One volunteer said she phones her 

elderly neighbour every single day 

“because guarding against loneliness 

is important”.  This work continues. 

Generously, our volunteers are 

here, many of them are already very 

busy and the system is in place. 

Phone the Helpline on 07836 

205105.  Stay safe. 

 

In the moment 
By Tony Brignull 

S 
ince life in a Buddhist temple is 

one of self-imposed isolation, 

the editor has asked me if there 

are any tips, I could pass on from my 

stay in one, to help readers in their 

imposed isolation. 

The nuns and monks don’t see 

their lives as restricted, more an 

opportunity for greater freedom. 

Meditation, work in the house and the 

garden takes up most of their day and 

you are invited to join in them.  

The key, you’ll be reminded again 

and again, is ‘wholeheartedness’. To 

give all of yourself into whatever is 

being done at the present moment.  

Try not to daydream or wish you 

were doing something more pleasant. 

Do not relive an event you’d have 

done differently or predict a job you 

have to do tomorrow. You are asked 

simply to do what is in front of you, 

right here, right now. 

This, after all, is the only moment 

in which we can be fully alive. The 

past has gone, the future yet to come. 

In the present moment we live 

vibrantly, totally, usefully. 

Hands that serve us 
Take something we’re all doing a 

lot of these days, washing our hands. 

Even though we’re told to use very hot 

water and to wash with soapy lather 

for at least 40 seconds, how tempting 

it is to skimp, to get a little impatient, 

to say to ourselves, ‘that’ll do.’ 

Because it’s a duty doesn’t mean it 

can’t be delightful. Our hands are 

wonderful feats of engineering. How 

dexterous they are, how they serve us. 

Fingers interleave in hot water; palms 

press together and rub. Our hands care 

for each other like siblings. 

We dry them carefully on a soft 

towel. No hurry, no thought streams. 

A feeling of gratitude envelops hands, 

water, soap and towel. 

We hang the towel back carefully 

to dry for the next hands coming along, 

just as we are told to plump up a 

cushion when we get up from a chair, 

for the next bottom coming along. 
Meal t imes  in  a  Buddh is t 

monastery are seen as a further 
opportunity. They always begin with a 
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short prayer akin to grace, ‘In 
gratitude we receive our food, may it 
strengthen us in our efforts. May all 
beings attain Buddhahood’ – that is, to 
become a fully realised human being. 

Meals are taken in silence, no 
reading of newspapers, listening to the 
radio or watching television while we 
eat. You are asked to taste each 
mouthful and not to make a noise with 
your knife and fork. 

There’s an old Zen saying, when 
walking just walk, when eating just 
eat.  Personally, I’ve always found the 
latter difficult, even though I know it’s 
ungrateful not to give all my attention 
to what I’m eating – it’s not good for 
the digestion, either. 

Now that supplies are so hard to 
come by with queues at supermarkets 
and shelves emptying, it seems time to 
renew my efforts, especially as my 
wife Voula is such a very good cook. 

Keeping form 
In a Buddhist temple you are asked 

at all times to keep the form, to be 
erect, alert. This doesn’t mean sticking 
your chest out like a guardsman, but 
not to slump. My experience is that a 
floppy body is prone to drifting off 
into passing thoughts and feelings, 
thence to mechanical behaviour. 

You may say that such practices as 
eating quietly, walking attentively and 
washing hands thoroughly, are not 
confined to Buddhism.  

I agree, they are not. The Buddha 
never claimed exclusivity, he merely 
discovered a new path to an ancient city, 
the human heart. It’s to be found in the 
ordinary tasks of our normal lives.   

On a retreat once there was a 
woman I didn’t care for. She seemed 
uptight, prickly. The weekend was 

THE VERMINATOR 

WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR 

HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM 

COMING BACK 

Pest control services 

TIM SIMMONS IS  

WASPS 

GLIS-GLIS 

SQUIRREL 

RATS MICE 

MOLES 

ALL 

INSECTS 

FOXES 

RABBITS 

AND  ANTS 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 

LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY 

07734 649305 

given over to sitting in meditation for 
90 minute sessions throughout the day 
and into the night. On the last 
afternoon, we were asked to give 
something back to the temple by 
working in the garden. 

Finding the miraculous 
It was refreshing to be in the open 

air and to stretch the legs after they’ve 

been crossed for so long. The ‘prickly’ 

lady and I were asked to weed a 

flower bed. I have a garden and know 

that weeds must be carefully taken out 

by the root. I wondered how the 

woman would get on.  

At the end of the day I was quite 

proud that I’d done an entire stretch, 

but when I saw the woman’s weeding 

it put mine to shame. She had done 

just a square metre, but not only were 

there no weeds left, she had broken all 
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all grateful to live in this wonderful 
countryside, where so many people are 
looking after each other, especially 
those who risk their lives in doing so. 

We clap our hands and bang our 

pots to thank them. 

the little clods of earth down to a fine 

tilth. The earth was even as a new quilt. 

She had not favoured one piece of 
earth over another, all were now equally 
fine. She hadn’t rushed to finish; she 
was not concerned with anything other 
than what was in her fingers. My work 
was expedient. Hers was a work of love, 
a true gift to the temple. 

Our teacher, an old Austrian nun 
who’d spent years in a Japanese 
monastery, reminded us always that 
our task was to find the miraculous in 
the mundane. 

She would tell the story of a wise 
Rabbi who’d gone into seclusion. One 
day, another Rabbi famed for his 
melodious singing of the Torah came 
to take the Saturday service nearby. His 
followers were flattered when the old 
Rabbi turned up. 

“We suppose you are here to hear 
him sing the Torah” they said. “No,” he 
replied, “I’m here to see him tie his 
shoelaces.” The point being that 
however beautiful the ceremony, it is 
ineffectual if it doesn’t lead to good 
practice in everyday life.  

To be wholehearted 

As I say, I still find it difficult. The 
roots of selfishness are very deep. We 
are quick to anger if our wishes are 
thwarted, if we don’t get what we want. 
The spats over the sparsity of toilet 
rolls can vouch for that. 

In my experience, the solution, 
whichever way we follow, or none, is 
to be wholehearted in everything. Then 
we may become a little more human, a 
little warmer, more considerate of 
others, more grateful for our lives, 
more communal. 

We are finding this out during this 
terrible viral attack, aren’t we? We are 

Virtual-Lee 
By Kelly Stone 

T 
he Big Zeroes are birthdays 

we use to have a bash. 2020 is 

different as social distancing 

alone makes that impossible, yet 

alone going down with the virus. I 

have to say that my 60th will be one 

of those amazing parties I will 

treasure with warmth, laughter and 

happiness. All down to the amazing 

friends in the community and wider 

world, who together gave me a 

celebration to remember. 

James, my partner, had organised  
Virtual Birthday parties with friends 
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near and far. He even organised the 
balloons for each household in 
readiness for the various Zoom parties. 
I had to judge various husbands in 
fancy dress carry out a virtual birthday 
cupcake bake off – The Naked Chef, 
Chrissy Craddock, a mystery 
Frenchman, Gordon Rick Oliver 
Thompson (three Chefs in one!), Keith 
Floyd (who rose from the dead) and 
Patrice the Patisserie to name a few 
made appearances. Five have never 
cooked before in their lives including 
Mr Lea who had exceedingly 
marvellous cupcakes!!! 

Out of their comfort zone 
Ensconced in their own homes – 

chaos followed! We had comments 
like “where is the oven”, an electric 
drill with spoon attached was 
converted into a mixer, “how much 
sugar?”, icing sugar clouds and a 
Sainsbury's bag used as a piping bag 
to name but a few comical moments. 
Boys I know you were thrown totally 
out of your comfort zone, but I 
appreciated every single minute and 
your creations were all winners!  

Thank you to my neighbours who 
surprised me in Field End Lane by 
singing happy birthday whilst I hung 
out of my window. 

We had a ‘Barbie and Ken’ virtual 
party and catch up with ‘Slash’ of 
Guns n' Roses and Big Bird and a 
personal violin performance by my 
god daughter in Virginia, USA. 

The highlight was my Mum’s 
nursing home in Canada which arranged 
a Facetime call with her singing happy 
birthday to me! She even managed to 
remember the words! I cried. 

Memories to treasure forever – 
thank you all! 

Barking Mad 
By Tarquin 

L 
et me introduce myself. Even 

though I say it I am a 

handsome son of a bitch. Well 

I would be because you see my mother 

is a dog and so am I. I am an energetic 

hound named Tarquin. I live with my 

carers. Mind you they think they are 

my Mum and Dad as they are always 

saying such things as “Fetch for 

Daddy” or “Come to Mummy”. I 

know they aren’t my Mum and Dad, 

but I play along because they feed me, 

give me a nice warm bed to sleep in, 

open doors for me, take me out and it 

makes them feel good. 

Something has changed as both of 

them are now around all the time. The 

house is full of two-legged creatures 

of all ages and sizes as the children 

are also at home. They rarely go out, 

just sitting there playing on their 

phones or computers. 

It is 3:30am and I have woken my 

‘Dad’ up because I need a wee. I had 

to lick his face to get him to wake up. 

It was much harder than usual, 

probably because he is drinking a 

bottle of wine each night. He says it 
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helps him sleep and not lie there 

thinking of Corona. I am confused 

because he used to drink a great deal 

of that, and it didn’t keep him awake 

then. He stumbled out of bed and took 

me into the garden. 

Brrr too cold. I waited until he 

took me back inside so I could wee on 

the living room floor where it was nice 

and warm. Then I waited until he had 

cleaned it up and whilst he was 

washing his hands, I did a poo. Felt so 

much better after that. 

Just got into trouble off my 

roomie, she says that I sound like the 

cat in my patronising attitude to ‘mum 

and dad’. Bit harsh I thought….. 

Anyway, I’m loving this extra 

walk thing. Everbody wants to take me 

and my roomie out. All the time. All 

day long – but oddly usually one of 

them at a time.  And when they do, 

they avoid their usual go-to walking 

buddies as though they had some 

dreaded lurgy, which is great because 

it means they are more focused on 

throwing the ball.  

A bit different 
The teenager is very interesting 

and different. Everyone else spends 

their time focussing on me and 

throwing lots of ball for me to chase 

after. The teenager sees the walkies as 



23 

an opportunity to meet up with other 

teenagers, usually of the opposite sex, 

and they get closer than people have 

been doing and they ignore me too. 

Just not on is it? 

When we get back, me and the 

roomie are usually starving because 

of all the ball throwing but there isn’t 

always enough on offer these days.  

And more particularly not the right 

brand. I blame that on the neighbour 

who bizarrely has taken to leaving 

food parcels on the doorstep. I hadn’t 

heard that our ma and pa had lost 

their jobs but maybe that why they 

are around all the time. Oh well, 

swings and roundabouts. 

Feline fantasy 
Now here’s a funny thing, I heard 

them telling the cat that he may not be 

able to go out for a while… AT ALL!!  

He’ll go loopy and he gets nasty when 

he’s loopy. It’s all about a tiger!  A 

tiger in Lee Common? Ridiculous! 

Apparently, he’s caught something off 

his keeper which he could, possibly, 

pass on to other cats. Worth the risk I 

would say.  Heh Heh…. 

Hmmmm I was just having a dog 

nap, rabbits everywhere, when I was 

prodded awake by a vision in lycra 

wanting to go for a run! Last time he 

ran, I was a young pup. I remember he 

got into trouble because I was too 

young for that kind of exercise and 

now, I just don’t want to go because 

you can’t stop and sniff when they 

run. He’ll start walking as soon as he’s 

out of sight of the house though so I’m 

not too worried.  

Sooooo many folks out jogging 

these days it makes you wonder 

what’s going on.  

When out walking we see other 

humans, mostly in the distance, but 

some come close enough to stroke me; 

now I’ve watched those afternoon 

Government briefings and heard Mum 

and Dad comment on what they’ve 

read in the news – don’t these humans 

realise that stroking my fur or 

slobbering over me is almost the same 

as doing it to another human – that’s 

not maintaining a social distance.  

The virus could be transferred to 

my fur, live on it and be picked up by 

someone else, just as it can on 

cardboard and paper. Humans should 

think about me as any other potentially 

contaminated surface – cats and ferrets 

are even worse! 

Animal farm 
Even the farm animals are acting 

strangely... on recent walks I’ve seen a 

lot of new signs on field gates and 

stiles “If you don’t live here… GO 

HOME!” they say. Well that’s bold I 

thought – the cows and sheep are now 

trying to keep the humans out! We 

certainly live in strange times.  

So, we come to the end of another 

day. My paw pads are tender, my ears 

are burnt by the sun, my legs feel 

shorter, my Mum and Dad are back on 

the wine and my roomie has been 

banished to the kitchen due to 

antisocial aromas.  

Tomorrow will be more of the 

same, balls to retrieve, birds to chase 

and two-legged creatures to entertain. 

Hope they let me out before bedtime 

as we don’t want a repeat of this 

morning’s episode as they may make 

me sleep in a kennel in future. 
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It is the LeeWay 
By Lindsey Peace & Ann Ash 

L 
eeWay has always helped out 

where possible depending on 

volunteer/driver availability. 

In the main we help take people to 

their doctor or hospital appointments, 

but many of these have been cancelled 

due to the current crisis. We can still 

help though. 

LeeWay has several new people 

who wished to help during the 

Covid-19 outbreak. For example, one 

new volunteer has agreed to do a 

weekly shop for an elderly couple 

who are self-isolating. 

LeeWay has willing and 

enthusiastic volunteers and will keep 

going as long as we are needed. If you 

need help, please contact us by ringing 

07845 029500. 

 

When the 
boot is on the 
other foot... 
By Anthea Hartley, Re-engage 

coordinator The Lee and Wendover 

T 
he impact of the Coronavirus 

on our community has created 

unprecedented challenges but, 

as usual, there has been a magnificent 

response to the situation and some 

surprising results!  
When I first suspected that our tea 

parties for the local Re-engage Group 
(formally called ‘Contact the Elderly’) 
might be under threat, I contacted all 
twenty of our volunteers and asked 
them to adopt our Guests as ‘phone 

buddies’ until the teas could be 
reinstated. This involved phoning their 
Buddy once a week, just to keep in 
touch, have a chat and check if there 
was anything they needed.  

The problem was that 50% of our 
volunteers are over the age of 70 and, 
i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  N H S 
recommendations, should themselves 
not be leaving their homes. This 
problem was solved by dividing our 
vo lunteers  in to  two groups : 
‘youngsters’ under 70 and the rest of 
us who are over 70, then pairing them 
up – one youngster and one not so 
young. Each pair was allocated a 
different Guest Buddy each month 
whom they kept under their wing until 
a different pair of volunteer Buddies 
took over the following month. The 
older volunteer Buddy carries out the 
phone contacts and the younger Buddy 
can give practical help with shopping, 
prescriptions etc.  

Regular contact 
This system seems to have worked 

well and, I hope, ensured that our 
Guests have been able to keep in touch 
with our regular volunteers and their 
fellow Guests. The main purpose of 
the Re-engage charity is to alleviate 
loneliness amongst the older members 
of our community but, with the 
isolation policy associated with the 
current pandemic, the unavoidable 
effect of the lock-down has completely 
thwarted the charity’s aims. 

The lock-down has been a very 
valuable learning curve for me, a real 
insight into the emotional and 
psychological impact of being 
housebound, separated from one’s 
family, being dependent on others and 
having to swallow one’s pride when in 
need of help. 
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MARTIN THE MILKMAN 

Refrigerated delivery of fresh 

milk, dairy produce, bread, 

eggs, fruit juices and more. 

To place an order call 

01442 833944 

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM 
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 

I am very fortunate in being able-
bodied and having my husband for 
company and support. 

We have family close by, a 
spacious house and garden in which to 
move around and a reasonable 
knowledge of the Internet, with which 
we can communicate with the outside 
world. I can hardly imagine how it 
would be for an older, disabled person 
living on their own, with no family 
members for support and nothing more 
sophisticated than a land-line telephone 
as a means of communication. 

Understanding dependence 
For me the loss of independence is 

the greatest loss of all. Along with the 
loss of independence goes the loss of 
privacy and dignity, one’s shopping 
list reveals so much about one’s 
p r i v a t e  l i f e !  H a v i n g  l i v e d 
independently from our children since 
they were teenagers, it is quite an 
emotional struggle to have to ask them 
to perform the simplest of tasks on our 
behalf – anything that requires leaving 
our home: posting a parcel, collecting 
prescriptions, delivering gifts for other 
people, choosing birthday cards on our 
behalf  –  the list goes on.  

Having spent several years being a 
volunteer myself, I am painfully aware 
that every time somebody performs a 
task for me, they are risking their 
health on my behalf. At the moment 
the boot is on the other foot –  but I am 
the lucky one because for me it will, 
hopefully, only be a temporary hiccup 
in my life but for some older people it 
is a permanent way of life. 

Most people in our community are 
now aware that the Re-engage 
“youngster” volunteers have teamed 
up with other local groups and joined 

forces under “The Lee Covid-19 
Helpline” (Tel: 07836 205105). 

This combined force of volunteers 
(see page 16/17) has now swelled to 
over forty members and are giving 
wonderful support to our community. 
They are highly organised and doing a 
great job in making life more tolerable 
for those of us who are, reluctantly, 
under ‘House Arrest’ whilst the boot is 
on the other foot. 

Our heartfelt thanks to all of them 
and to all the other members of The 
Lee and surrounding communities 
who are supporting their neighbours 
and friends. 

Life under 
lockdown – 
London-style  
By Viv Robins 

T 
he minute talk of a total 

lockdown was mooted – 

several very, very, long weeks 

ago now – my first thought was of 

how much better off I would be back 

at The Lee. Who wouldn’t prefer to 

find themselves in one of the most 

beautiful parts of England, in the heart 
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or at least had – an ace cleaner and 

I’m not really interested in starting 

now. I prefer the Miss Havisham 

approach, which is to sit slumped at 

my cobwebby table littered with 

cake crumbs and (in a modern 

addition) an impressive line-up of 

unwashed wine glasses.    

For the first couple of weeks I 

couldn’t really concentrate on anything 

except my daily newspaper, kindly 

brought to me by my downstairs 

neighbour. Yet the news was so 

remorselessly grim I wondered why I 

felt the need to read it, and the BBC’s 

late night news which I have watched 

all my adult life (somehow I don’t 

believe it if I have to watch it on ITV) 

was just as bad, sending me off to bed 

in the gloomiest of moods.  

Any appearance on the London 

News by Sadiq Khan was particularly 

upsetting as the poor man has always 

of a caring and supportive community, 

rather than cooped up in central 

London at the very epicentre of the 

Corona virus infection?  

However, since moving out of 

Crocketts nine months ago now 

London is my full-time home and I’ve 

had to hunker down here with the rest 

of them. Yet my mood has not been as 

grim as I feared. 

For a start while you have the 

Chilterns on your doorstep, I have the 

use of a communal garden – 

admittedly a mere one and a half acres 

in size but a real rarity in central 

London. Here people have been lolling 

around and sunbathing, occasionally in 

apparent defiance of the rules that 

pertain in the outside world – though 

it’s a brave person who wades into a 

group of young people of various 

shapes and sizes knocking back the 

booze to enquire whether they are all 

members of one family! 

As you will see it’s not just people 

who enjoy the garden – one resident  

has four or five Dutch rabbits (well 

they were four or five at  the last 

count) who are very happy to roam 

around munching the odd patch of 

grass and being petted by the odd child 

without any apparent desire to make a 

break for it.   

Nature lifts the spirits 
The trees and the blossoms here 

are also looking wonderful and I know 

many people are noticing more of 

these things while out on their daily 

exercise, wherever they happen to live.  

However, one thing I’m not 

spending too much time doing is 

housework. I haven’t done any for 

probably at least 15 years as I have – 
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the trick brilliantly at bedtime as a 

couple of paragraphs unfailingly send 

me off to sleep. After that: definitely 

War and Peace, which I have owned 

for over half a century but never read. 

As for whether – being guilty of 

the crime of being over 70 – I get as 

much support from my neighbours as I 

would do in The Lee, the answer is 

emphatically No!  My friend Jo Boon 

was telling me about a lady further 

down Oxford Street who brought her 

round a Sunday roast on Easter Sunday 

complete with veg and a jug of gravy – 

there’s nothing like that kind of service 

round here! 

A stroke of luck 
However, when it comes to food 

supplies, I must admit to having 

received help from an unexpected 

quarter. It happened like this: many of 

my friends, most of whom are also 

over 70 incidentally, were bemoaning 

the impossibility of signing up to any 

glutton for punishment I ordered it 

online. I was expecting it to be hugely 

depressing and it was, but in a 

surprising way – it was depressingly 

boring! I don’t know whether anyone 

else who has read it would agree with 

me, but I have to say that it has done 

looked haggard and sleep-deprived at 

the best of times.  

He was warning of the need for 

lockdown way before Boris took up 

the idea, so I don’t even have the 

consolation of telling myself that his 

dire predictions seldom come true. 

Things start to look up 
However, as time has gone on my 

concentration has got a little better and 

I have ventured into books, starting off 

with a light and mildly amusing read 

by David Nicholls called The 

Understudy. But then discovering that 

Albert Camus’ The Plague was again 

topping the best-seller lists and being a 
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The Covid 
climate 
By Sara Thornton 

A 
s I write, the sun is shining, 

the weather is set to be 

beautiful for a full week, and 

I’m broadcasting radio weather 

forecasts from the gorgeously sunlit 

lounge of my home. In a little while 

I’ll wander over to our newly 

procured allotment, before braving a 

quick dash into London to record 

some TV forecasts.  

In truth, I feel safest in our lovely 

village where most of us are lucky 

enough to have outdoor space; and for 

all of us there is a solitary place to 

walk, take exercise and enjoy nature. I 

am struck by the fact that if I do meet 

people in the lanes, we exchange 

greetings and pleasantries – from a 

safe distance – and the weather is still 

mentioned. Hot on its heels comes this 

line: “We’re so lucky!”, a reference 

not only to the forecast, but the ability 

to make the most of the joys of spring. 

There are so many negative 

impacts from the lockdown that to try 

to find the positives risks sounding 

trite. But, whisper it, when it comes to 

this and I live in fear of someone 

dobbing me in (which my niece who 

works in the police tells me is the 

correct term) to the authorities – but so 

far it has worked like a dream.  

So, thanks Dad – good to know 

you’re still looking out for me! I’m 

only pleased though that you’re no 

longer around to see the state the 

world has come to. 

online food deliveries if one wasn’t 

a l r eady  r eg i s t e r ed  w i t h  t he 

supermarket in question. I suddenly 

remembered that my Dad and I had 

occasionally used Ocado’s services in 

the last years of his life, particularly 

after he stopped driving in August 

2018. However, I had made no use of 

the account since he died, and it was 

without much expectation that I 

logged in a few weeks ago. Imagine 

my surprise when up came a cheery 

message: “Hello, Leslie!”. Underneath 

was written: “Not Leslie?” but –

luckily for my conscience – there 

didn’t seem to be a button to click on 

which would enable me to deny it!  

Anyway, I promptly changed the 

delivery address and the payment 

details and lo and behold have had 

three deliveries from them to date, 

with delivery slots always available 

for the day after I place my order! 

Some of my friends are very jealous of 
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SHORT-TERM 

RENTALS 
From £295 per week (all inclusive) 

 

Self-catering holiday  

or temporary accommodation  

at Lee Common 
 

Moving house?   

     Completion dates don’t coincide? 

     House sale falls through? 

     Builders outstaying their welcome? 
 

Expecting Visitors?    

     Need extra accommodation? 
 

Self-contained Period Property:  

sleeps four guests 
 

Tel: 01494 837798 

e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

our air especially, there are reasons to 

be cheerful. 

Cleaner air for all... 
Carbon dioxide, methane and 

nitrogen dioxide pollution levels, 

created by industry and logistics, have 

fallen sharply across Europe since the 

start of the pandemic. Short-term air 

pollution, that which lasts a few hours 

or days, has fallen considerably due to 

the 70% drop in road traffic in the UK. 

In short, the air is cleaner. It’s easier to 

breathe, there are fewer triggers for 

asthma and other lung and heart 

diseases. And as air pollution is 

attributed to 40,000 deaths per year in 

the UK, that can only be a good thing, 

particularly when fighting a lung-

affecting virus. 

However, the drops in pollution are 

unlikely to have an impact on longer-

term climate change, as it’s the 

cumulative CO2, expelled into the 

atmosphere since pre-industrial times, 

which is damaging the planet. The 

lockdown will only last a few weeks or 

months, and one small dip in emissions 

won’t undo what’s gone before. 

… but warmer? 
And here’s a twist, which could be 

termed ‘The Global Dimming 

Conundrum’. The fine particulate air 

pollution which adversely affects lungs, 

also absorbs sunlight and impacts the 

amount of solar radiation that reaches 

Earth. Some scientists worry that 

removing that pollution could actually 

lead to greater solar power and further 

warming of the planet. 

Meanwhile, what about forecast 

r e l i ab i l i ty?  Wi th  a lmos t  a l l 

commercial aircraft grounded around 

the world, there are fewer real-time 

meteorological observations. In-flight 

measurements of temperature and 

w i n d - s p e e d  f e e d  i n t o  t h e 

supercomputers generating the 

forecasts, giving a reliable snapshot of 

current weather conditions, thus 

reducing modelling errors and helping 

to monitor the climate. In truth, the 

reduction of that data would have been 

hugely impactful decades ago; but 

satellites, radars, weather balloons and 

other surface observations are also 

integral to the forecast models 

nowadays. Having said that, only last 

year our colleagues at the Reading-

based European Centre for Medium-

Range Weather Forecasts, ran an 

experiment to test forecast accuracy 

with and without aircraft reports. The 

study found there was a large impact 

at altitude, and a small but significant 
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impact at surface level. 

Scientists now say a top-up 

of observations from 

increased radiosonde 

launches and the Aeolus 

polar-orbiting satellite will 

be crucial in mitigating the 

l o s s  o f  a i r c r a f t 

observations. Luckily, 

there’s not much weather 

going on at the moment, 

and we’re in a quiet time of 

year. Arguably, the impact 

of the loss would have been 

f a r  g r e a t e r  w h e n 

forecasting the storms of 

Chiara, Dennis and Jorge 

because of the influence of 

the jet-stream, which is 

hugely tracked by planes. 

How important is the 

forecast at the moment 

anyway? If we’re all 

confined to barracks, does 

it matter what the weather 

is doing? Well, yes, 

especially for those without 

gardens, as we need to plan 

our daily exercise. Sunlight is integral 

to our mental and physical health, 

increasing our serotonin levels, 

helping us to sleep, giving us vitamin 

D, and lowering blood pressure. Just 

remember, temperature and UV are 

not linked; and no matter what the feel 

of the weather, UV levels in unbroken 

sunshine with our clearer air are high 

now. Speaking of which, it’s time to 

slap on some sunscreen, and go and 

water that allotment. 

      (Sara Thornton is a TV and radio 

meteorologist and journalist and co-

owns http://weathertrending.com with 

her colleague, John Hammond)  

Cherish nature 
By Don Stone 

S 
ince we’ve been living in a 

lockdown more folks than usual 

are taking to the highways and 

byways to get their allowance of daily 

exercise. All too often I see them 

speeding along, music in the ears, or 

texting… just missing so much. 

Just stand awhile, take in your 

surroundings, the sights, the sounds, 

the senses, it will ease the stress of our 

fast moving, economy driven world, a 

world where nature is constantly being 

Pollution levels 20th April 2020  

 - the World’s Air Pollution Quality Index 

Source:  https://waqi.info/  
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perform their scratchy chattering display 
flight, parachuting back down again.  

Foxes and Bbdgers are busy rearing 

young. If you’re lucky and quiet 

enough you may just catch a glimpse. 

In the pasture recently born lambs are 

bouncing about and begging for milk; 

please keep any dogs under tight 

control especially with these excitable 

young lambs enjoying the warming 

sun. So often I get dogs coming up to 

greet me without any owners in sight. 

Hawthorn Wood on the Liberty 

Estate in the valley between Ballinger 

and Lee Common is developing nicely 

after the timber harvesting of two 

winters back, the sun now having the 

chance to shine on the woodland floor 

in the open glades encouraging a 

covering of brambles (one of the most 

beneficial wildlife plants and mighty 

tasty blackberries), the bluebells 

currently forming a shimmer haze, if 

you are lucky enough you may even 

spot a white one. As I wandered 

through, whilst putting this article 

destroyed in the name of progress. It’s 

at times like these that we need nature 

the most.  

Cherish and nurture the local 

landscape. Below is a particularly fine 

example of how a hedge should look 

with blackthorn in full blossom.  

[A £5 voucher for use at The Shop 

@ The Lee is the reward for the person 

who best describes the location. Send 

your entry  by  10 t h  May to 

theleenewsletter@gmail.com.  

Answer next month.] 

As I walked the adjoining path blue 

and great tits moved through the 

foliage, along with robin and blackbird, 

as possibly one of the sweets songs of 

spring came cascading out from the 

depths of the hedge, that of a male 

blackcap just arrived back from over-

wintering in Africa. No butterflies at 

present, but later should be meadow 

browns, marbled whites, and this being 

blackthorn who knows maybe even 

rare hairstreaks. 

Sights an sounds 
Out in the fields, a rare 

sight and sound nowadays 
due to modern farming 
practises is the evocative 
“pee wit” call of the 
lapwing, or in the days 
when I was at Lee 
Common School, we called 
it the peewit. There are still 
a few just about hanging on 
in traditional sites where 
they perform their tumbling 
display flights. A few of 
our local hedgerows 
harbour yellowhammers 
and visiting summering 
migrants: whitethroats, 
which rise up as they 
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 together, a chiffchaff explored 

amongst the prickly briars, peacock 

and orange tip butterflies flitted 

through on the breeze, which until the 

harvesting was a dark and uninviting 

place for these wonderful insects.  

Talking of insects, those old 

enough like me, will remember after 

being out on a Saturday night, how the 

following morning you would have to 

clean the splattered midges off the 

windscreen, well that doesn’t happen 

anymore, which means there’s 

something fundamentally wrong with 

the environment. One of the positive 

effects of this devastating virus will be 

the reduction in air pollution due to 

fewer planes, trains and automobiles. 

This should have a knock-on effect for 

the insects, which form the basis of all 

life, with us at the pinnacle. 

Once we emerge from this 

lockdown state, I hope folks will 

respect and appreciate nature more and 

the world will be a better place 

wildlife and mankind alike.  
Do enter the competition by 

emailing your answer to the Editor at 

theleenewsletter@gmail.com before 

10th May, with Cherish Nature in the 

subject line.  

In the event of more than one 

correct answer, names will be drawn 

from a hat or some such receptacle. 

Whitethroat Lapwing 

Yellowhammer 

Bluebells 

Ewe and Lamb 
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Pros and Cons 
in lockdown 
By an elderly and vulnerable resident 

P 
RO:  I have all the time in the 
world to just…relax.    
CON:  How is it she 

deliberately digs out all those 
unfinished jobs that, apparently, only I 
can do. 

 

PRO: The neighbours are just SO 

kind, caring and helpful.    

CON: The neighbours are so 

helpful….do they think we are 

incompetent? 
 

PRO:  Now the cleaner has stopped 

Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

Local wildlife images by Stewart Dennis coming we can get into those nooks 

and crannies she always misses 

without embarrassing her. 

CON:  We have to clean the rest of 

the house as well. 
 

PRO:  We get to join the priority 

shoppers… just us and the NHS 

heroes. 

CON:  It is years since I had to get up 

at that unearthly hour in the morning. 
 

PRO:  When I did join the priority 

shoppers, the shelves were full for once. 

CON:   Though I took my passport, no-

one asked me to prove I was over 70. 
 

PRO:  I can get to know my partner 

better. 

CON:   I’m beginning to realise she is 

becoming fully aware of those (I feel 

rare) flaws in my character that I used 

to get away with. 

Fox 

Orange Tip 
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Lee Rainbows  

Clapping for 
the NHS 
By Tony and Pat Lea 

I 
 am sure we all agree that it is a 
wonderful idea to ‘Clap for the 
NHS’ every Thursday evening at 

8:00 pm. 
We all owe the NHS staff so much 

at these difficult times. That also 
applies to everyone who is keeping this 
country running at the present time. 

Many thanks to Geoff and Anthea 
Hartley for adding their own piece of 
theatre to the evening. On the second 
night we could hear the strains of 
‘We'll Meet Again’ sung by Vera 
Lynn echoing down Oxford St, 
although at the time we did not know 
where it was coming from. Having 
discovered where, we walked down 
Oxford St on the third night, when 
Geoff played ‘We are the Champions’.  

This event has particular 
significance for the Hartley Family as 
their daughter Clare works at Bristol 
Hospital on the frontline. 

The Nursing 
Chronicles  
By Zoe Berkeley 

L 
ast year it was announced that 
2020, as Florence Nightingales 
bicentenary year, would be 

‘The Year of the Nurse and Midwife’. 
I guess you could say that by March it 
already turned out to be that way? In 
1860 Florence Nightingale was also 
quoted to have said “It will take 150 
years the see the kind of nursing I 
envisage.” I think that in the current 

PRO:   No kids can make it home to 
raid the fridge of all those favourite bits 
we’ve saved for a special occasion. 
CON:   Don’t get to see them.  I even 
miss them. 
 

PRO: Spring is coming…I now have 
the best opportunity ever to get the 
garden all perfectly ready. 
CON: No time left after doing the 
other jobs in Item 1. 
 

PRO:  Not using the car.  Great saving 
on fuel and planet pollution. 
CON:  I just know that by the end the 
battery will be flat.  So will the tyres.  
The engine will seize. 
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climate, Florence’s wish may have just 
been granted in perfect time. 

Last year I qualified as a nurse, 
truly incredibly proud to be joining this 
profession. Having previously 
graduated in 2004 with a degree from 
The London College of Fashion, when 
it was announced  that 2020 would be 
‘The year of the nurse’ I joked with my 
mum at how I was “so on trend” – little 
did I know that soon entire 
communities would be clapping nurses 
in the street once a week.  

Just six month in... 
They say the first year of nursing is 

the hardest, the transition from student 
nurse to newly qualified nurse takes 
navigation and is a huge step. But I 
don’t think I or any of my cohort 
expected to be in the midst of a global 
pandemic just six months in. Just 
getting over the novelty of receiving 
our much-anticipated Pin from the 
NMC and a badge we wear proudly 
where our name sits above the word 
‘Nurse’. We are still somewhat 
revelling in the strange blend of 
excitement and anticipation of being ‘a 
real nurse’, having no more endless 
assignments to complete and getting a 
pay cheque at the end of the month 
after three years!  

I honestly remember my first day of 
university as a student nurse like it was 
yesterday. Sat in a lecture hall full of 
strangers, being quoted to from the 
NMC code, told not to get pregnant and 
that basically when you’re out on 
placement, do the hours, all the 
nightmare shifts, always show up on 
time and don’t always expect to leave 
on time. No excuse is ever going to get 
you out of it – this is ‘nurse life’. 
Somehow, we all sat there and accepted 

this, and those that didn’t dropped out. 
Being a nurse is a way of life that is 
just ingrained in you from day one – 
you either accept it, embrace it, love it 
or you don’t. But either way it becomes 
who you are. 

The ‘duty’ is upon us 
Now life as we know it in our 

profession has changed yet again. With 
the Covid-19 crisis, the rules change 
daily, endlessly updated protocols and 
policies, and our uniform just went to a 
whole new level with the introduction of 
our ‘armour’ otherwise known as the 
very sacred PPE. Duty has been 
historically what nurses call work or 
shifts, and now the duty really is upon 
us. The duty to get up and show up on 
the frontline, because every area and 
field of nursing is ‘The Frontline’ even if 
you never ever come into contact with a 
patient with Covid-19 because life and 
death and illness still go on amid this 
crisis. There are still people to treat, to 
save and to say goodbye to. Still those 
that need comfort, advice, and a cure, 
with huge limitations on where they are 
able to turn. 

We weren’t trained for this – but 
neither were those nurses we look up to 
who have years of experience under 
their belts. This crisis almost puts us on 
even footing. It has been trial and error 
for everyone, sometimes too little too 
late and sometimes even just generally 
too little. But we were trained to have 
resilience, stamina and pride. To not 
judge or discriminate, to help, to go the 
extra mile and to be there. For our 
patients and our colleagues. So, we 
may not always have the energy or the 
PPE, but in that sense, we are prepared.  

And the clapping helps…  
Thank you x 
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Excitement comes from smaller 
things, and what would have been days 
out and evenings in with friends has 
become online video calls to escape 
from our families driving us insane. 
Bets and guesses on the date of the 
famous day ‘when all this is over’ 
seem to become more futile the more 
we try, so I think it’s important to 
focus on the good parts of the tunnel as 
well as the light at the end of it. 

 

By Frankie May, 13  
Being in lockdown has been 

strange for many reasons; mostly 
school and distance learning, which 
has been more work than I was 
expecting. I'm really missing my 
friends and family too and can’t wait 
to  see  them aga in .  Lucki ly 
with modern technology, I've still been 
able to keep in contact, but it’s not 
quite the same.  

All our Easter holiday plans were 
of course cancelled, so it’s been a bit 
of a challenge keeping days fun and 
new, but I am so grateful for the 
luxury of the lovely fields and woods 
to walk in, which many people do not 
have. To keep myself occupied, I’ve 
been keeping myself busy with my 
own business which I am soon 
to launch and reading lots of new 
books in the garden. I've also been 
taking advantage of all the free plays 
on YouTube, as well as virtual scouts.  

I never really thought I would 
miss school that much, or just the 
freedom to wander into a coffee shop, 
but this lockdown has made me 
realise how lucky I am. I can’t wait 
for everything to open, and be able to 
visit people again, which no doubt 
will come eventually! 

Unusual-Lee 
By Isabel May, 17 

F 
our weeks ago, my friends and 

I walked out of school without 

knowing when we would be 

coming back. We joked about starting 

diaries of the apocalypse and what 

would happen to us after weeks 

without human contact. But now, it 

feels a lot less like the end of the 

world, and more like we’ve just been 

put on pause. The world is moving 

unimaginably fast, but when the 

easiest way to help is to do nothing, 

everything begins to feel very slow. 

There’s a sense of emptiness 

surrounding the days that stretch 

ahead that I’ve learnt to fill with 

things I wouldn’t have thought of 

before. Outside the dull prospect of 

teaching myself 4 A-Levels at home, 

I’ve had the opportunity to read more 

avidly than I have for years and 

dedicate more time to learning new 

music I haven’t been able to before. 

With that, and the addition of endless 

online plays, musicals and live 

concerts from singers’ bedrooms, the 

days begin to fill up fairly quickly.  

Bridge too far? 

A 
t our table, East’s opening bid 

prevented N-S from finding 

their fit in diamonds, as it 

would have meant entering the bidding 

at the 3 level.  

The hand was passed out and, with 

good support from West, East just 

made the contract. 
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By Camille Thornton-Izzard, 13 
I miss people. I miss my friends; I 

miss my grandparents and I miss 
going to school!  

If you had asked me three months 
ago if I would miss school if it was 
taken away, I’d have definitely said 
no… I thought lying in bed and 
watching Netflix would be fun, but I 
miss the routine, being in classrooms 
chatting with my friends, and my 
sports. I’m now back at school 
‘virtually’ and I hope that brings back 
some of the things I am missing. 

There are good things about the 
lockdown though. I now have much 
more time to spend time with my 
family, whereas in normal term time, I 
had a jam-packed schedule and mostly 
only got home just in time to go to bed. 

Strangely, I have also enjoyed 
cleaning my bedroom and doing some 
sorting out; helping around the house; 
emptying the dishwasher and doing a 
bit of laundry. I have also been 
cooking and trying new recipes. 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

proper foils like in the hairdresser’s! 

Don’t tell anyone, but she’s not really 

blonde… 

I like a sense of accomplishment 

and organising my entire wardrobe 

made me feel that I could de-stress 

more in the comfort of my own 

Speaking of new skills, I even 

helped my mum dye her hair with 
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instinct was to retreat to the warm 
embrace of my family whilst we ride 
this wave together. 

My parents have lived in the 
village for nearly 40 years, it has 
always been home. I went to the 
village school; I remember the 
excitement of the fort at the allotments 
being built (the new one is a much 
more sophisticated health and safety 
version than ours). The excitement of 
preparing my entries for The Flower 
Show and the Centenary Parade are 
key memories from my childhood.  

As a teenager living here seemed 
like hell. It’s seemed so far from 
anywhere and everyone. I had to rely 
Mum and Dad to get anywhere and to 
be collected. My world revolved 
around passing my driving test.  

I moved to my flat nine years ago 
but when I have a spare weekend, 
without question, I find myself back in 
my pink and purple bedroom at the 
end of Crocketts Lane. 

I now spend some of my time in 
the evenings talking to friends on 
Zoom and Houseparty; we even tried 
to do a virtual pub quiz at the 
weekend. Most of them were shocked 
at the sight of me without makeup, but 
when in the comfort of your home 
who needs make up? Maybe my skin 
will glow as a result. 

Practical benefits 
From my point of view, the 

practical benefits have been mind-
boggling. The turnaround on laundry is 
lightning fast. Clothes hit the laundry 
basket at 6 pm and will be lovingly laid 
neatly folded on my bed within no more 
than 48 hours. Mum does the washing 
and Dad the ironing… he irons 
everything, I found that my underwear 

bedroom at night. It makes my mind 

less cluttered. If anyone is looking for 

a way to pass the time, I recommend 

starting a household project, especially 

one you’ve been putting off. 

I know we’re all so lucky to live in 

this lovely village, which is why I 

encourage everyone, but especially 

people my age, to embrace the local 

countryside during their exercise time. 

I have loved going on family walks 

and playing in the garden. The 

coronavirus situation does feel 

overwhelming at times, but I definitely 

find going outside and feeling some 

sunshine helps. 

Boomerang 
By Alice Harrison 

I 
 guess I’m what you could call a 

Covid-19 boomerang child, 

someone who had moved out of 

home but returned during the pandemic. 
It seems much longer than a few 

weeks since everything in the world 
changed in spectacular fashion and I 
moved back in with my parents at the 
tender age of 34. The thought of being 
on my own in a small flat in the 
middle of a city did not appeal and my 
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Pilates 
@HOME 

 

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’ 

 
 

1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and 
convenience of your own home 

 
 

Mat Pilates for all abilities 
Improves posture, flexibility,  
core strength, muscle tone  

and sports performance 
 

Individuals [or small groups of up to 4] 
 

Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for 
Beginner, Intermediate and  

Advanced Levels 
 
 

“In ten sessions you will feel the difference, 
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30 

you will have a whole new body” 
… Joseph Pilates 

 

 
If you are interested or require further 

information please contact: 
 

Karen on 07790 081670  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk 
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk 

had even been ironed – strange but at 
least he doesn’t use starch. 

The catering is top notch, despite 
working our way through the freezer, 
eating a number of UFOs (unidentified 
frozen objects). When I cleared out the 
kitchen cupboards and I found things 
nearly 20 years old. I dread to think 
how old some of what’s been 
consumed is. I’m told that is simply 
building up immunity.  

Not sure that it will be adopted as a 
solution to Covid-19 though. 

Questionable choices 
I’ve been introduced to a whole 

new world of television programmes. 
Who knew The Good Karma Hospital 
and Criminal Minds would be so 
additive? We have family film nights 
where we take it in turn to pick a film 
to watch together. Dad has made 
s o m e  q u e s t i o n a b l e  c h o i c e s 
particularly in western films; he’s 
currently threatening me with an 
Elvis Presley number. 

I have rediscovered walking of 
which we used to do so much when I 
lived here as a child. I’m sure the walk 
justifies my nightly small chocolate 
bar too. 

A real benefit to being in Lee 
Common is the amount of beautiful 
space we have; as a family in 
lockdown we have walked miles and 
miles around the public footpaths I 
never knew existed. I now make it my 
task to find routes avoiding hills or at 
least make sure we go on a route 
where we walk down the steep hills 
and up the gentler slopes. I do find 
myself wondering who the people are 
whose names are on the gates. 

It seems that everyone my age has 
got a newfound passion for colouring 
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in, who knew it could be so 
therapeutic? I did have to buy 
colouring pencils, a sharpener and 
pencil case to go with my colouring 
book. It’s strangely calming. Maybe 
all my colouring in of The Lee Flower 
Show programme in an attempt to win 
the Tim Hilder award was good 
training for me. 

I’ve volunteered to do a couple of 
shifts in the village shop, which I love 
doing as it gets me out of the house 
and gives me an opportunity to 
reconnect with many of the villagers 
from my childhood as well as speak to 
newer residents. I have really seen the 
value and relief the shop offers to local 
residents and how vital it is in the life 
of the community. In my childhood 
that role was taken more by The Bugle 
with its games room. 

None of us know how long this is 
going to last and what the ongoing 
impact is going to be from it but one 
thing I know is I wouldn’t have it any 
other way than being here in Lee 
Common with my Mum and Dad. 

The broken 
switchboard 
By local residents 

I 
t started on 10th April with a report 

of a loss of a landline at a house in 

Lee Common; then quickly spread 

to The Lee green, Lee Gate, Swan 

Bottom, Kings Ash and other parts of 

the 837xxx exchange, including 

Ballinger and Chartridge. Within a 

few days there seemed to be random 

failures of landlines (but not of 

broadband) with near neighbours of 

those affected strangely reporting ‘no 

problems’! What was the cause of this 

latest outbreak of telecom failures? 

BT, John Lewis and other landline 

providers tested the lines; Openreach 

engineers came and went; some 

landlines came back… and then others 

disappeared. Appointments were 

scheduled, cancelled and re-scheduled. 

Lightening strikes and even squirrels 

were suggested as the possible cause! 

A Lee Gate resident finally got an 

engineer to acknowledge that the 

problem (for most) seemed to be a 

“breakdown of equipment at the 

exchange” at Lee Common. 

Finally, a week after the outbreak 

started, the right man with the right 

screw-driver opened the right box at 

the Lee Common exchange and some 

sort of ‘normality’ began to return… 

at least for most of those affected. The 

squirrel, however, is still being held 

for questioning! 

During this hiatus, a few practical 

tips were offered on The Lee Forum 

by local residents: 

 “After being told on 0800 800 150 

that there was a half hour wait to 

report a fault, I went online. It 

takes no time at all”. 

 “Anyone having a landline problem 

but still  having functional 

broadband, should check whether 

their smart phone provider supports 

‘wifi calling’; most now do”. 

 “From past experience the BT line 

test is questionable. I wonder why 

they bother having such a totally 

useless test!” 

 “BT have said an engineer can’t 

visit until 10th May and are sending 

a 4G mini hub. Anyone else in 

same position should report it if 

they want to get connected.” 



41 

Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 

Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  

01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

The great stitch 
up: the WI sew 
for the NHS 
By Frankie Little, President Ballinger 

Evening WI 

B 
ooks have been shelved, films 

left boxed and photos and 

documents left in piles waiting 

to be filed, while a group of ladies and 

friends from the Ballinger Evening WI 

(BEWI) have dug out their sewing 

machines in response to a request from 

the Buckinghamshire Healthcare NHS 

Trust for laundry scrub bags for the 

NHS staff. 

Neighbours and friends provided 

sheets, duvet covers, pillowcases and 

other appropriate materials for 

transforming into bags and Kelly 

Stone very generously offered 

materials she had collected for 

another group. It turned out we had 

more than sufficient supplies arriving 

on a daily basis.  

Some of us had to reacquaint 

ourselves with the workings of our 

sewing machine and grapple with the 

intricacies of a French seam but it has 

been a most enjoyable exercise. As is 

often the case it is the simplest things 

that cause the biggest problem and, in 

this instance, it was material for the 

necessary drawstring tie to each bag. 

In the event a local upholstery group 

Frankie Little 

Pam Garner 
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 and curtain maker Frances Cutler 

kindly donated suitable cord which 

resolved the problem, was much 

appreciated and enabled the task to be 

completed in good time.  

Apparently, just like cars, all 

sewing machines need a good outing 

every now and then and our machines 

had a very thorough run over a week, 

making 164 laundry bags in a 

multitude of colours and patterns.  The 

bags have now been test washed at the 

necessary high temperatures and 

ironed, ready for distribution to the 

NHS staff at Stoke Mandeville 

Hospital with our love and gratitude.  

It has been a perfect opportunity 

for the WI to help the NHS and give 

back to the wider community. 

Jules Eyles 

Jayne Denham 

Sue Reynders 

Ginny Robinson 

Rita Ruttle 
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door and out of the back door. 
There were many hours of heavy 
rain and huge hailstones. 

 B o t h  C h e s h a m a n d  G r e a t 
Missenden were greatly affected by 
the water coming off the hills.  

 A rent book from Ballinger Bottom 
ended up in Church Street, 
Chesham. That was some storm. 

Knowing-Lee 
By Carol Addison 

I 
f you go down to the woods today, 
y o u ’ r e  i n  f o r  a  n i c e 
surprise.  Outside of Berrymead, 

the cottage on the right beyond the 
school and just before the Park, written 
on a white board, there is a new local 
historical fact each day to read and 
digest as you wander onwards. Here 
are some of the recent ones. 
 The Lee Manor Park was once a 

meadow of beautiful wildflowers 
and grasses. A carpet of buttercups, 
daisies, clover, ‘scrambled eggs’ 
and many more. There were also 
thickets, gorse, ox eye daisies and 
dog roses. 

 With an abundance of anthills, we 
enjoyed playing ‘I’m the king of the 
castle, get down you dirty rascal’. 

 A children’s paradise of imagination 
and adventure. 

 There are two dells in the Park to 
your left, as you walk to the woods 
at the bottom. The larger is Martin 
Dell and the smaller is Dilly Dell. 

 Until the 1960s, there was a rifle 
range beside Martin Dell. Flags on 
poles and a sign on the gate were 
considered enough to keep you 
away from the area. The Rifle Club 
was popular and the local Home 
Guard used to practise their 
shooting skills here. 

 Park Cottage has seen many floods 
in the past which result from the 
rainwater cascading down the hills 
in the distance and into the valley 
below. The house once had a moat 
to cope with the water. 

 In 1918, there was a great storm 
and a river went through the front 

Home schooling 
By ‘The Reluctant Teacher’ 

W 
eek 1: Home schooling is 

going well... only two 

students suspended for 

fighting and one teacher fired for 

drinking on the job. 

Week 2: Home schooling still 

going well... although one of the little 

monsters did call in a bomb threat. 

Week 3: We have started to use a 

new restaurant I've found for lunch 

called ‘THE KITCHEN’. You have to 

gather all the ingredients and make 

your own meal. I have no idea how 

this place is still in business! 

Week 4: Home schooling going 

well... however my child just said “I 

hope I don’t have the same teacher 

next year”… I'm offended! 

Week 5: Bank Holiday weekend 

coming up. I haven’t decided where to 

go to get away from it all... the garage 

or the bedroom! 

Week 6: This morning I saw a 

neighbour talking to her cat. It was 

obvious she thought her cat 

understood her. How crazy is that? I 

came into my house, told my dog... we 

laughed a lot. 

Week 7: Home schooling has been 

suspended indefinitely! 

The teacher has been furloughed. 
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Entertaining 
the under 5s 
By the Editor (and family) 

D 
uring the extended period of 

lockdown keeping the young 

entertained becomes more of 

a  chal lenge.  Here are  some 

suggestions that may help time pass 

in a fun way that is also interesting 

for everyone. 

 

Goblin villages 
and mini dens 
Courtesy of The Sunday Times 

Magazine 5th April 2020 

T 
his activity starts with a story 

about how you don’t see 

goblins around any longer, 

because their village was destroyed by 

a dragon. The aim is to involve the 

children in suggesting how we could 

rebuild the village – theme park, 

gardens, bridges galore. 

 

The story of the goblin village 
“Have you ever seen a goblin? No? 

Well, that’s because they no longer 

come here. Here, where we stand, 

there used to be a goblin village. It 

had houses that were joined by epic 

bridges and magic gardens. It had 

sweet shops and dance halls where the 

goblins would gather at the end of the 

day for a good old boogie! But then 

one day a dragon, a very friendly but 

really quite big dragon, who lived all 

the way up the hill, heard about these 

dances. He loved to dance, and 

desperately wanted to join in the fun. 

So, on one particularly rainy day, 

he put on his dancing shoes and ran 

down from the top of the hill to find 

the dance hall. But the rain had turned 

the ground into a muddy, sloppy mess 

and the dragon’s shoes were meant 

only for dancing, not for running, so 

he slipped all the way down. He 

slipped past all the trees, through the 

woods, down the hill and landed in a 

heap, squashing the whole village. Not 

a building was left standing. The 

goblins had no choice but to move on, 

and now no one knows where they 

live. It’s terribly sad. I wish there was 

some way we could help……” 

 

Age   3 – 6 years 

Time   15+ minutes 

Tools  None 

Materials Natural materials such as 

moss, sticks, leaves and stones. 
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Honeybee bath 
Courtesy of The Sunday Times 

Magazine 5th April 2020 

H 
oneybees are like miniature 

superheroes. They fly at a 

speed of about 16 mph and 

beat their wings 230 times a second, 

which is pretty amazing. They also 

help many flowers, fruits and 

vegetables to grow, so are hugely 

important for life on earth.  

This simple water station takes a 

few minutes to assemble but will help 

these amazing creatures to survive. 

 

Age   Any 

Time   5 minutes 

Tools Acrylic paint pens (optional) to 

decorate the stones 

Materials Smooth pebbles, a plant 

pot, a shallow dish or bowl (made of 

 

Contemporary and classic Italian food 

prepared in our kitchens by our Italian 

chef Gennaro Grella with daily specials, 

including special allergen and dietary 

requirement menu selection. 
 

Private dining for up to 50 people and 

parties also catered for with a garden  

at the back. 
 

To make a reservation call  

01494 863696, see our website: 

originswinebar.co.uk or call in at  

57 High Street, Great Missenden, HP16 

0AL 

glass, ceramic or terracotta), a supply 

of fresh, clean water. 

Choose a spot in the garden that is 

protected and shady. Place a plant pot 

upside down. This is the base for the 

bath. Set a shallow dish or bowl on top 

of the pot. Put a few pebbles in the 

dish. Add just enough water so that the 

tops of the pebbles are not submerged. 

Change the water daily and clean the 

bee bath weekly. 

 

Bees need water because: 

 They use it to dilute their honey 

to make it the right consistency 

and thin out honey that has 

crystallised. 

 Water helps with their digestion. 

 They need it to keep the hive cool 

and fan it with their wings, 

cooling it down. The baby bees 
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Notes from the 
vineyard 
By Patrick Hurd 

U 
nlike us humans, nature is 

taking its steady seasonal 

course and, with the recent 

spell of warm and sunny weather, our 

vines up in the Hale near Wendover 

have just reached budburst (I’m 

 need it too! The nurse bees that 

feed the larvae need lots of water 

to create the right baby food 

called royal jelly. 

 

Scavenger 
hunts 
Created by Alice Harrison 

G 
o for a walk around the 

village with a responsible 

adult having printed off one 

of the scavenger hunt sheets available 

from http://tinyurl.com/yb9wk8b2   

Look around and see if you can 

find the items illustrated and have a 

fun walk (see examples on the right). 

There are separate sheets for  2 to 4 

year olds and 4 to 6 year olds. 

 
 

Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 

with a personal touch 
 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property 

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 

by skilled craftsmen using traditional 

carpentry techniques 
 

For wood with wow call Alasdair 

Cunningham on 01494 890145 or 

email: Office@timbercreationsltd.com 

 Pretty Flowers 

  

 Sticks 

 

Bug 
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reliably informed as I’m doing the 

right thing by Messrs Johnson, 

Hancock et al, by staying at home!) 

Apart from a quick (non-essential) 

mow, which is like an obstacle course 

this spring because of the badgers over 

the winter and the replacement of yet 

more posts, all is looking well up 

there. Budding before the beginning of 

May is early for us and significantly 

increases the risks from frost. Fingers 

crossed. But the warm weather is 

great, and may it last another month. 

We can even do without the rain for 

the time being as the earth is still 

moist three cm underground. 

But what for April then? Well one 

thing we do know is that we are all 

going to have to support independent 

producers and suppliers of everything 

we consume (in its widest sense), 

including wine (and this household has 

been doing its best in that regard), 

otherwise they won’t be there when 

we come out of this. 

Changing course… slowly 
Most independent wine suppliers 

tend to concentrate on supplying 

restaurants (what are those, does 

anyone remember?) Well not anymore 

and they are trying to shift to selling to 

the public. As one friend of ours told 

me, it’s like trying to change course in 

a large ship – it takes a long time. 

So, here’s a thought: a virtual wine 

tasting, maybe incorporating a wine quiz 

(to guess the wine or grapes), so that we 

are all experts when we come out of this. 

It could be done via Zoom, for example 

where a group of people have the same 

wine that they’ve ordered. 

Here are the names of two 

independent wine suppliers whom 

some may know and who would be 

delighted to supply some interesting 

and alternative wines, almost 

invariably from small producers that 

don’t appear in the major companies’ 

lists. So, it’s a way of helping 

everyone in the chain: 

W i n e  o f  t h e  M o n t h 

(www.wineofthemonth.co.uk) 

S o m m e l i e r s  C h o i c e 

(www.sommelierschoice.co.uk) 

And a postscript: 2018 was a good 

season for our grapes and we chose to 

have fizz made (which will be ready 

later this year). 2019 was good for 

quantity, but not so good for the 

ripening process (who can forget last 

autumn which seemed to be 

constantly wet!) and this is being 

made into a still white, which will be 

ready later this summer. 
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Photo answer 
By Carol Addison (see page 6) 

S 
he’s known locally as Lot's 

Wife and is a garden ornament 

marking the end of The Lee 

Manor Gardens. She's situated towards 

the end of the right-hand wood at the 

bottom of the Park. She can be seen 

from the Park, but you have to look 

closely. We hadn't seen her in years so 

I’m glad she’s not too covered up. 

I hope you’ve already seen her. 

Many people won’t even know that 

she exists. 

 

Over 40s quiz 

S 
ee https://tinyurl.com/yb5amgwt  

The quiz includes this 

question… and many more: 

 

Do you know what this is? 

Forum Freda 

F 
orum Freda’s postbag is still 

quite full, here’s a recent 

selection 

 

Dear Forum Freda, Why do I have to 

have such a complicated password? 

Dear User, We take the security and 

integrity of Forum 2020 very 

seriously, and as such want to 

encourage good practice in always 

using strong passwords. However, you 

don’t have to accept the gobbledegook 

default password that is offered to you 

when you set your password, you can 

always delete the suggested characters 

and enter whatever you like. The goal 

for a good password is that it should 

be ‘easy to remember but hard to 

guess’, and some helpful tips can be 

found in the forum’s online User 

Guide at https://tinyurl.com/yb9zr8e6 

 

Dear Forum Freda, When I look at 

posts on the forum, why do some 

people’s names have stars after them? 

Dear User, Star charts are a way of 

rewarding good behaviour! In this 

case, stars are awarded based on the 

number of times the person has posted 

to the forum. You get 1* for 10 posts, 

2* for 25, 3* for 50, 4* for 100 and 5* 

for 250 posts.  

 

If you have any questions on how 

to use Forum 2020, check out the on-

line User Guide, FAQs and the support 

discussion forum. 

If you are still having problems 

completing your registration or 

subscriptions, then please email 

<admin@thelee.org.uk> setting out 

clearly the problems that you are 

having. Freda or a colleague will reply! 

There will be more from Freda’s 

postbag next month. 
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Cryptic Covid 
By Toomucha Time 

R 
ecently, all sorts of words 

have found their way into our 

regular vocabulary. Below is 

an A to Z of clues (some cryptic) to a 

few of these words. 

Send your answers to the Editor at 

theleenewsletter@gmail.com with 

‘Cryptic Covid’ in the subject line. 

First entry with all 26 correct answers 

wins a £5 voucher for use at The Shop 

at The Lee. 

 

A: It coats my map to become sign-

less (12 letters) 

B: Crossing over the start to virtual 

card-playing (6,4 or 10) 

C: Cups and saucers; where it all 

started (5) 

D: Moving further away, socially? 

(10) 

E: Walk, run or cycle; but no more 

than once a day (9) 

F: Leaving temporarily sounds like 

heavy skin (10) 

G: Travel to discussions with others 

on-line (2,2,7 or 11) 

H: A place to stay at… or perhaps 

work from (4) 

I: Ade toils on his own at home or in 

hospital (8) 

J: Doe’s boy, hospitalised in the 

afternoon (7) 

K: Locksmiths are … but not 

according to the Government (3,7) 

L: Secure to the ground? (8) 

M: Disguise PPE (4) 

N: Now on the front line (8,6,7) 

O: Largely empty buildings in April; 

see ‘H’ (7) 

 

Great Missenden 

Supported Living 
 

A warm, friendly, house for the 

elderly, in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look to see for 

yourself and have a chat with 

 Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager) 

Tel: 01494 865026  

or email for a brochure 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website 

www.abbeyfield.com 

P: Camp and dine all across the 

world (8) 

Q: Waiting 2 metres apart (7) 

R: Getting better... after getting 

worse (10) 

S: ‘I’ am at ‘H’ for 12 weeks, with 

my armour! (9) 

T: Local support during a crisis 

(3,3,5-2,10) 

U: Increase time for daily revision to 

the news (6) 

V: Freely offer; see ‘T’ and ‘N’ (9) 

W: Who’s giving advice? (5,6,12) 

X: Images of the interior (5) 

Y: A place to watch the National 

Theatre… and much more… 

during ‘L’ (7) 

Z: Travel quickly; with others on-

line (4) 

 

Answers next month. 
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 
Parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

Not coming soon 
The following events are 

unfortunately all cancelled 
Fridays 1st May / 5th June / 3rd July. 
Lee Common School Association 
coffee mornings.  
Friday 8th May. VE Day events at the 
Shop at The Lee. 
Tuesday 12th May. Ballinger Evening 
WI meeting. 
Friday 15h May. ‘Conservational 
Challenge’ at The Lee Old Church. 
June. Bucks Art Week and The Lee 
Church Fête. 
Saturday 27h June. ‘’The Words and 
Music of Lionel Bart’ at The Lee 
Old Church. 
 Saturday 18th July. The Lee Flower 
Show (see left). 

Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Katherine Hersee 
07801 948650 
kjhersee@googlemail.com 
Membership Secretary: 
jennywooding@btconnect.com 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 

The Lee 
Flower Show 
postponed 

By Jonathan Batten 

W 
e have been in torment 

trying to make the right 

decision about this and 

have concluded that ‘the risk is simply 

too high’, so we have decided to 

postpone the flower show and the 

dance, which were scheduled to take 

place on Saturday 18th July, until 2021. 

The Olympians have had to come 

to a similar decision, so the Titan of 

The Lee Flower Show, which was the 

last event currently remaining in the 

village calendar, has followed. 

We are also in good company as 

the Oktoberfest in Munich has also 

been cancelled this year. 

Let’s all look forward to next year 

and make the 2020/21 flower show 

one to remember! 

We are all living on our own 

individual islands of Aeaea and, like 

Circe, we do at least have our gardens 

and Helios shining down on us. Whilst 

we may look forward to a delivery 

from Hermes or Buckmoorend Farm 

Shop, we should be very wary of 

opening the door if Odysseus came 

knocking on it. 

Stay at home and keep well. 
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The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parish… and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome letters and articles of 
interest and relevance to The Lee. 
Copy should be sent to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
the month before publication. 

Letters should ideally run to no more 
than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise or place an insert, 
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377 
by the 12th of the previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Bat ten  on  837450 or  emai l 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com. 

For queries regarding distribution 
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Peter Archer, Zoe Berkeley, 
Ruth Fowler, Phil Harrison, Liz 
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller and 
Colin Sully. 

Printed by Orbit Press: 778053. 

Ballinger Evening WI 
Contact: Frankie Little, 837659 
frankie.little@btinternet.com 

Lee Common C of E School 
School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

Lee Common Methodist Church 
Marian Tomkins, 837479 

Lee Common Scouts 
Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:  
837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com 

Shop at The Lee 
Symeon Economou, 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

St John the Baptist Church 
See centre pages. 

St Mary’s Ballinger 
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247 
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com 

Tennis Court @ Parish Hall 
Bookings: Judy Morgan 837787 

The Arts Society Ballinger 
Chair, Lesley Wickham, 865480 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 
www.theleecc.org.uk 
Secretary, Mike Harris 
07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 
Chairman, Jonathan Batten, 837450 

The Lee Newsletter 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com 

The Lee Old Church Trust 
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 

The Lee Parish Council  
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 837068 
clerk@thelee.org.uk 
www.thelee.org.uk/pc  
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529 

The Lee Parish Hall Committee 
Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

The LeeWay 
Contact: 07845 029500 

Vocal Lees (village choir) 
Jeannette Batten, 837450 

Rates 9 am - 1 pm 
2 pm - 6 pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

To book the Parish Hall 

or Scout Hut 
 

’phone Anne Barnett on 837796 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 



Sales & Lettings 
64 High Street Great Missenden 

Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN 

Tel: 01494 890990 

email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk 

www.jeremyswan.co.uk 


