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From the Editor 
By Andrew Burnett 

A 
fter 33 years in The Lee, we 
moved to Wendover five years 
ago, though have continued to 

follow events in The Lee through this 
wonderful publication. So I was very 
happy to agree when asked to edit this 
special August edition of the Newsletter. 

The lockdown brought normal life 
to a halt in Wendover as it did 
everywhere else. All events were 
cancelled and most shops closed. 
However, the Parish Council set up a 
network of street wardens to look after 
the needs of those who were self-
isolating (happily we didn’t need to 
take advantage of this) and Budgens 
remained a lifeline. And the footpaths 
all remain open – except where HS2 
have blocked them – everyone 
carefully passing at 2 metres distance 
of course. Still, one only realises how 
much one misses a coffee at 
Whitewaters, Lady Grey or Rumseys 
when deprived of it. 

The church very quickly started 
Zoom services, and despite some early 
wrinkles, these run smoothly now (see 
page 14 for details). For the choir this 
has been an interesting experience – 
we are each sent a backing track for 
the hymns and have to record our own 
voice, sometimes in parts, and these 
are then combined. Definitely a case 
where the whole is better than the sum 
of the parts! 

Sadly, HS2 continues unabated, 
despite a notice being put up on their 
site reading “You are not essential 
workers – go home”. At the moment 
they are doing archaeology and have 
found the body of the man who’s been 
executed and a wooden henge being 
described as comparable to Stonehenge. 
Sadly this is probably not enough to 
stop them. However they did pay for a 
very low noise surface on the bypass, 
which has made a big difference. 

The photo is of ducklings on the 
canal, which has a wonderful variety 
of wildlife, and occasionally one even 
glimpses an egret. If HS2 have their 
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Contemporary and classic Italian food 
prepared in our kitchens by our Italian 

chef Gennaro Grella with daily specials, 
including special allergen and dietary 

requirement menu selection. 
 

Private dining for up to 50 people and 
parties also catered for with a garden  

at the back. 
 

To make a reservation call  
01494 863696, see our website: 

originswinebar.co.uk or call in at  
57 High Street, Great Missenden,  

HP16 0AL 

way, the canal and Weston Turville 
reservoir may dry up as they will 
block the aquifer – as might the Grand 
Union canal as we are the source of 
their water. Instead Aylesbury could 
flood: a battle we are having with HS2 
at the moment. 

This special edition of the 
Newsletter was made possible with 
funding from Buckinghamshire 
Council’s coronavirus Councillor 
Fund as a means of communicating 
with residents during these difficult 
times. We are most grateful. 

Forum Freda is celebrating the end 
of lockdown and has taken a brief 
break, but will be back in September. 

The editor for the September 
edition will be Phil Harrison, who will 
be pleased to receive material by email 
to theleenewsletter@gmail.com by 
12th August. 

 

Your Letters 
The Cock and Rabbit 
To the Editor 

We would like to say a big ‘Thank 
you’ to all at the Cock and Rabbit for 
adapting to the new rules and keeping 
open throughout this lockdown. 

We have enjoyed lovely take-away 
meals and drinks, including the ever-
popular Sunday roasts and, by popular 
demand, pizzas that have provided 
welcome relief to home cooking and 
opportunities for socially distanced 
bonhomie with neighbours. Just look 
at the queue! 

And now we have moved to a half-
way house, the Cock and Rabbit have 
adapted their offer to comply with a 
44-page book of instructions issued by 
the Government, the result of which is 
seen here! This means that all the 
above can now be enjoyed in the 
surroundings of their gardens. 
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Carpets Ltd 

Carpets, Vinyl and 
Wood Flooring 

Supplied and Fitted 

9-11 Station Approach 
Great Missenden 

01494 862125 

Cromar 

All of this unexpected additional 
work to still provide a service without 
complaint is something that we locals 
have greatly appreciated. Thank you 
Vikki, Franco and family! 
Adam Speller and John Horsman 
The Lee 
 

Speeding traffic 
To the Editor 

I read with interest the comment by 
Jonathan Batten in the June Newsletter 
that he had noticed that the motorists 
who are now driving around are doing 
so a lot faster than they should be. We 
have seen this in Kings Ash and had 
come to exactly the same conclusion. 
In fact, the straight run of road outside 
our house, Chiltern Cottage, sounds 
really frightening at times. The speed 
at which vehicles pass our house is 
terrifying sometimes. 

I have contacted Patricia Birchley 
and Buckinghamshire Council but 
they have not exactly been helpful. Ms 
Birchley has sent a copy of my email 
to The Lee Parish Council. I only hope 
they will be supportive as speeding in 
the whole of our area is increasing all 
the time. We are only asking for a 
flashing 30 mph warning light, not the 
moon, but it seems council help is not to 
be forthcoming. 
Sandra Nuseibeh 
Kings Ash 

Foot and mouth memories 
To the Editor 

During the last few weeks, I’ve been 
wondering how the coronavirus 
pandemic and subsequent lockdown, 
which has affected us all in every way, 
compares to the lived experience of 
the outbreak of foot and mouth disease 
in February 2001. 

Obviously, it was a time of great 
distress to livestock farmers and those 
involved in tourism. I recall local 
footpaths being closed but, as I didn’t 
have a dog then and was recovering 
from surgery, the impressions I have 
are less vivid. We were also fortunate 
to have space in our garden and 
meadows at Kingswood Cottages in 
which to exercise. It would be 
interesting to learn more about how 
The Lee was affected and the 
memories people have. 
Trish Swain 
Chartridge 
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The LeeWay – Your 
Village Support Team 

If you have difficulty getting to your 
doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 
a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 07845 029500 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 12 
noon. Please give us reasonable notice of 
your requirement to help us organise it. 

Remembrance 
By Sebastian Rutter aged 9 

 
We miss our friends 
Through these horrid times 
Though we have to have hope 
That this virus declines. 
 
We miss the playground chatter 
The kicking ball against the wall 
The playing with your mates 
The laughter in the hall. 
 
But gradually we realised 
There’s other ways to have fun 
Talking with your mates on Zoom 
Going for bike rides in the sun. 
 
As lockdown eases 
We can play footy with our friends again 
Let us remember how 
Lucky we are that there’s no rain. 
 
The sun is out the skies are blue 
We are happy and healthy 
Let us remember this time of 
DEVASTATION and peacefulness 
On our race to being wealthy. 

Road Farm 
By Emily Reddy 

C 
ountryways CIC has launched 
an Outreach Programme from 
Road Farm in Great Missenden 

to support countrymen during the 
current Covid-19 outbreak. They would 
like to extend this service to the wider 
local community, especially those who 
are shielding or feeling isolated during 
lockdown, to help keep people 
connected to the countryside and farm 
life. Road Farm Countryways Outreach 
is particularly suited to retired men 
who have an affinity with the 
countryside and outdoor environments 

 

Bridge too far? 
By Judy Hart et al 

T 
his hand came up recently and 
the initial bidding seemed 
straightforward, but E-W then 

found it difficult to find a game contract. 
 

♠ J 4 

♥ Q J 10 5 3 

♦ K Q 7 

♣ J 7 4 

♠ 7 5 ♠ A K 10 9 3 

♥ K 2 ♥ 8 7 

♦ A 8 5 3 2 ♦ J 6 

♣ K Q 9 6 ♣ A 10 8 5 

♠ Q 8 6 2 

♥ A 9 6 4 

♦ 10 9 4 

♣ 3 2 
 

Dealer: East 
Vulnerability: E-W 

 
E S W N 

1♠ p 2♦ p 

2♠ p 3♣ p 

? 
 

How would you have bid this 
hand? See page 23. 
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Great Missenden 

Supported Living 
 

A warm, friendly, house for the 

elderly, in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look to see for 

yourself and have a chat with 

 Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager) 

Tel: 01494 865026  

or email for a brochure 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website 

www.abbeyfield.com 

and/or have long-term health or 
mobility issues. 

The Outreach Programme aims to 
keep these people and their family 
carers up-to-date with countryside 
news and services, as well as keeping 
them motivated and stimulated. This 
could be a regular telephone call, farm 
related activities to complete at home, 
a monthly newsletter, regular updates 
on social media, or links to videos and 
photographs about what is going on at 
the farm. The charity Countrymen UK 
is leading this initiative. 

Ordinarily, the farm welcomes 
individuals and specialist groups who 
benefit from countryside therapy. 
They provide a safe and relaxing 
environment for people to participate 
in farm-related activities to improve 
their wellbeing, health and learning as 
well as providing educational 
opportunities.  

These may be Countrymen Club 
members, vulnerable young adults, 
school groups, those with learning 
difficulties, physical disability or 
mental health issues. For those with 
mobility issues, they have an all-
terrain wheelchair and excellent toilet 
and hand washing facilities including 
an adult hoist and changing table. 
More details can be found on 
www.roadfarmcountryways.com. Age, 
health issues or simply being isolated 
are never a barrier. 

Road Farm Countryways is also 
offering a special space to those 
suffering stress and bereavement 

following the coronavirus epidemic, 
and to help people feel able to ‘step 
outside’ again. 

It is so important to reach out to 
these men and their family carers in 
the local community. 

Do you know someone who would 
appreciate this support or are you part 
of an organisation that could help 
spread the word? If so, please contact 
Road Farm Countryways CIC. Tel 
01494 862413. 
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HS2 Ltd’s plans 
The current plans for HS2 in the 

area require a land-take of 
approximately 0.7 ha from this wood, 
to be taken from the southern part of 
the wood. Measures proposed by HS2 
Ltd to compensate for this include 
moving soil from the affected area to 
be translocated to a nearby receptor 
site and planting an area of 
approximately 4.1 ha of new 
woodland to provide a direct link with 
other nearby woods. 

The protesters argue that no 
amount of new tree planting can 
compensate for the destruction of 
ancient woodlands. When this is 
multiplied across the whole length of 
HS2, the project will destroy 
millions of trees and habitats, and 
will also result in a massive increase 
in carbon emissions. Add to this the 
fact that the whole economic 
argument has been further eroded in 
the post-Covid world and there really 
is no case to continue. 

Find out more  
You can drop in on the camp to 

support them (access from the footpath 
off Kings Lane) or visit them on 
Facebook at ‘Save Roald Dahl Woods 
from HS2’. 

Jones’ Hill 
Wood HS2 
camp 
By Ann Hayward and Colin Sully  

J 
ones’ Hill Wood stands alone on 
The Lee / Wendover border, 
between Durham Farm and 

Strawberry Hill Farm. It comprises 
1.8 ha of ancient semi-natural, mainly 
beech, woodland. Home to many 
species of flora and fauna, and oft 
visited by Roald Dahl, since early 
2020 it has also become the home of 
an HS2 protest camp. Campaigner 
Ross Monaghan and his colleagues 
have moved into the wood and are 
determined to not let HS2 build there. 

As a part of a growing, nationwide 
environmental movement resisting the 
construction of HS2, they hope that, 
as a minimum, they will be able to 
delay HS2 and that this will provide 
further leverage to hold HS2 to 
account for the economic and 
environmental impacts it will bring. 
Ultimately, of course, their aim is to 
see the project cancelled. 
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Cricket Club 
By Patrick Walsh  

W 
hat a strange and 
unforgettable year it has 
been so far! When we held 

The Lee Cricket Club’s AGM at The 
Cock and Rabbit in mid-February, we 
were midway through our series of 
winter nets and getting our ground 
ready for a busy season ahead. Little 
did we know that within a few weeks 
we would be locked down in our 
homes and only able to see each other 
on video conferences. The endless 
days of clear blue skies in April and 
May only served to frustrate us even 
more as we couldn’t get out onto the 
cricket field. 

A team of volunteers (Ed Boakes, 
Ben Harris and Rob Walsh) have been 
maintaining the ground and the square, 
making sure that we were ready to 
play whenever the Government and 
ECB would let us. 

Fortunately the lockdown rules 
have started to be relaxed; in recent 
weeks we have been able to open up 
our outdoor nets, offer a (socially 
distanced) bar, and start coaching 
small groups of children again. 

Finally, on 11th July we were able to 
play our first game of the summer, an 
interclub friendly between the 1st and 2nd 
XIs, which ended in a fitting draw. We 

are all raring to go, and keen to make this 
half a season just as memorable as the 
full one we had expected. 

The Morrant Chilterns Cricket 
League will be running a half season of 
matches (so each team gets to play all 
the others in their division once) starting 
from 18th July, and our Sunday XI also 
have a full set of friendly fixtures. 

The colts season would normally 
be drawing to a close this week, and 
the junior leagues have been cancelled, 
but our team of coaches and managers 

Quality Building & 
Renovation Projects 

 

Based locally, PVE Construction are 
well known for providing high 
quality work throughout the 

Chilterns and surrounding areas.  
 

We specialise in both residential and 
commercial projects offering a wide 

range of services from individual 
home improvements to complete 

new build management. 
 

Call us on 07771 863880 or visit us 
at www.pveconstruction.co.uk 

 
Professional    Reliable   Trusted 
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THE VERMINATOR 

WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR 
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM 

COMING BACK 

Pest control services 

TIM SIMMONS IS  

WASPS 
GLIS-GLIS 
SQUIRREL 
RATS MICE 

MOLES 

ALL 
INSECTS 
FOXES 

RABBITS 
AND  ANTS 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 

LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY 

07734 649305 

is busy reaching out to their colleagues 
at other clubs to get as many friendly 
matches as possible organised 
throughout the summer holidays. 

The Lee Cricket Club is family-
oriented, and we try to offer 
competitive and fun cricket for people 
of all ages and abilities. In addition to 
the men’s league and Sunday fixtures, 
we will be restarting Friday night 
softball cricket coaching from 17th July 
(6:00 pm – 7:30 pm) for children just 
completing school years 1 to 5, and 
have colts’ hardball training for Years 
5 to 9 on Saturday mornings from 
10:00 am to 11:30 am. We offer social 
membership for those who like to 
come and watch the cricket and enjoy 
a drink from our bar. 

We are always on the lookout for 
new players: if you are interested 
please call the Chairman, Patrick 
Walsh, on 07887 736205. 

The Lee Parish 
Council news 
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk  

Lee Common playground 

T 
he Parish Council reopened 
the children's playground in 
Lee Common on 4th July, 

following an inspection and review 
of risks in accordance with 
Government guidelines. 

The playground is open on the 
basis and understanding that: 
• The Parish Council will not be 

cleaning or sanitising the 
playground equipment. 

• The playground is not a supervised 
play area. 

• Those visiting the playground use 
the equipment on this understanding. 

• Allowing children to use 
playground equipment is, in this 
respect, done at your own risk. 
The Government also issued the 

following guidance to parents and 
carers of children visiting 
playgrounds: 
• Wash your and your children’s 

hands before and after visiting. 
Take hand sanitiser with you and 
consider taking a bottle of water if 
your children’s hands get covered 
in mud. 

• Ensure your children are using 
hand sanitiser frequently. 

• Follow the current social distance 
guidelines when visiting and 
encourage your children likewise.  
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SHORT-TERM 
RENTALS 

From £295 per week (all inclusive) 
 

Self-catering holiday  
or temporary accommodation  

at Lee Common 
 

Moving house?   
     Completion dates don’t coincide? 
     House sale falls through? 
     Builders outstaying their welcome? 

 

Expecting Visitors?    
     Need extra accommodation? 

 

Self-contained Period Property:  
sleeps four guests 

 

Tel: 01494 837798 
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

• If the playground is busy, consider 
coming back at a later time. Talk to 
your children about this possibility 
before visiting. 

• Follow and adhere to all current 
government advice in addition to 
the above guidance. 
Public notices have been posted at 

the playground and at all entrances to 
this effect. A leaflet containing further 
information is also available at 
www.thelee.org.uk/playground2020. 

If you intend taking children to the 
playground, please read it before you 
set out. 

Parking in Oxford Street 
The Parish Council continues to 

receive reports of inconsiderate 
parking in Oxford Street in the 
vicinity of the allotments and 
playground, including parking 
opposite residents driveways (leaving 
them unable to enter or exit) and 
parking so close to one another on 
opposite sides of the road that the road 
is effectively blocked. 

Visitors to this area are requested: 
1. not to park in a way which would 

block resident access by parking 
across gates 

2. not to park opposite junctions 
(including that of St Mary’s Close) 
nor opposite residents’ driveways 

3. if possible, park on the left-hand 
side of the road (if travelling down 
Oxford Street towards Ballinger) 
thus giving residents room to turn 
on and off driveways 

4. not to park in a way so as to 
obstruct emergency services. 

Parish Council meetings 
The Parish Council meeting due to 

take place on 14th July was cancelled. 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 
8th September at 7:30 pm. 

VJ Day: 
15th August  
By Philip Harrison  

When you go home 

tell them of us and say, 
For your tomorrow, 
we gave our today. 

T 
hese words are featured on the 
Kohima Epitaph in North East 
India and are spoken with quiet 

dignity and solemnity at military 
memorial services. They convey what 
the military believes in: defence of our 
values, way of life, freedoms and 
rights, our tomorrows and that of 
future generations. 

Whilst many an argument and 
debate has taken place over the years 
about the various conflicts and wars in 
which the UK’s armed forces have 
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remember them. Many people in our 
community have family who were 
involved in this part of the war. It is 
because of their willingness to give 
their today that we have enjoyed a 
tomorrow. It is a time to commemorate 
and reflect on some other heroes. 

Lee Common 
School 
News 
By Claire Gresswell, 

Headteacher 

My Happy Place… 

T 
his time I write to you from my 
Happy Place! I am sitting 
looking out across the Camel 

Valley, a stone’s throw away from 
Rock, Daymer Bay and Polzeath in 
North Cornwall which I have visited 
every year of my life. It is calm and 
tranquil and unspeakably beautiful; it is 
where I come to heal, to take a breath 
and feel restored. It is where I come to 
remember my Dad, whose legacy of 
idyllic seaside holidays lives on. 

This year, I am taking a long, deep 
breath. Taking on the leadership of a 
school, no matter how large or small, 
is a challenge. After five weeks in the 
job, I feel like I am peeling an onion; 
layer after layer of things to do, 
problems to solve and decisions to 
make just keep revealing themselves. 
It’s the same in every school. Whether 
you have 40 pupils in your school, or 
400, you still need rigorous policies, a 
well-designed and balanced 
curriculum and a team of well-trained, 
well-prepared practitioners. It can 
sometimes feel a little overwhelming. 
However, this onion I am peeling is 

been involved and will undoubtedly 
occur in the future, there are some 
conflicts which were critical to 
preserving our way of life. WWII was 
one such war where our democracy 
and freedoms were under serious 
threat from fascism. 

2020 is the 75th Anniversary year 
of the end of WWII. 15th August is VJ 
Day, when the UK recognises the 
official end of the war in the Far East 
against Japan. 

The men and women involved in 
this war often felt and referred to 
themselves as ‘The Forgotten Army’. 
The war in Europe, being so much 
closer to home, dominated British 
lives. The troops in India and Burma 
felt as if they were the poor relations, 
receiving insufficient or substandard 
equipment. They were fighting a 
fanatical and resourceful enemy with 
superior numbers of troops in 
dreadful, malarial jungles. 

Thousands of young men and 
women, from many nations, died or 
suffered appalling physical and mental 
injuries. The war was brought to an 
end by the use of nuclear weapons on 
the Japanese mainland at Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. It was an awful war 
with an ending that the world 
continues to live with. 

15th August is a day for us to reflect 
on the sacrifices of many and to 
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Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 
Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  
01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

not mine alone. Every day, I am 
surprised and touched by the amount 
of positivity and support there is for 
this school in the community. It seems 
to hold a special place in the heart of 
many people, who are slowly making 
themselves known to me. A warm 
welcome here, a helping hand there; 
the walls are positively echoing with 
encouraging words and kindness! And 
I am grateful. 

There is so much I want to achieve 
for the children of Lee Common, but I 
know I cannot do it all at once. My 
priority is, and must always be, the 
children; maintaining their physical and 
emotional well-being and laying the 
foundations for future academic 
success. In this, I return to my dad’s 
wisdom. He taught me many things 
over the years; to value education, to 
find pleasure in the written word and to 
enjoy the simple things in life. Above 
all, he would tell me time and again 
that the single, most precious gift you 
can give a child is your time. Every 
time we give our children our 
undivided time and attention, we are 
sending them an important message; 
you matter, you are worth listening to, 
what you have to tell me is interesting, 
you are good company and I enjoy 
spending time with you. This gift is 
what builds self-worth, self-esteem and 
self-confidence. This gift costs nothing. 

In planning our curriculum for 
September, my colleagues and I will 
carve out time on the busy curriculum 
to listen to the children. This 
September, more than any that has 
gone before, our pupils will need time 
to process their experiences, to 
reconnect with their friends and their 
teachers, to share their thoughts, fears, 
hopes and ideas. They will need to be 
heard. We will need to listen. I know I 
can make a Lee Common school a safe 
place. Can I make it a happy place? I 
believe so.  

If you know a child that wants to 
feel safe and happy at school, we have 
places in every year group and will 
welcome them at any point in the year. 
They will learn, they will read, they 
will play outdoors. They will receive 
our attention and they will be heard. 
Thanks Dad! 
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clean, but haven’t opened since and are 
unlikely to do so again until 2021. 

Two working days before I was 
due to start work, my company 
decided to furlough a number of non-
fee earning members of staff. As I 
write, we have had the great news that 
all those staff members placed on 
furlough will be returning to work on 
1st July. In my second week at work, 
all the directors were asked to accept a 
temporary pay reduction to protect 
jobs in the wider company. I’m 
pleased to say that 100% of my new 
colleagues agreed to do so, but it was 
not the best introduction to the next 
phase of my career! 

No face to face contact 
On joining work, my first major 

hurdle was trying to get acquainted 
with my new team. As the head of the 
team I wanted to make a good first 
impression, but how to do this with 
everyone based at home? Over the first 
couple of weeks, I had 37 individual 
calls, mainly on Zoom, Teams, 
FaceTime or WhatsApp. In a funny 
way, I have probably got to know my 
team better on a personal level than if 
we had all been in the office. 

In my former role, I would 
occasionally work from home if I had 
a report to write or a dense legal 
document to read, so the current 
situation being wholly homebound is 
very strange to me. Most people are 
adapting well to the circumstances, 
aided by our excellent IT systems – I 
don’t know how we would have coped 
even five years ago. Two obvious 
drawbacks from the current working 
arrangements are that we are all 
missing the spontaneous conversations 
with colleagues around the water 
cooler / coffee machine and Zoom 
calls don’t work well if you want to 

Living 
through 
the 
lockdown 
By Graeme Rutter  

Working from home 

I 
 find myself in an unusual situation. 
For a number of reasons, I have 
been employed, but at home, for the 

last seven months. In many ways I feel 
like a pioneer of self-isolation. 

I resigned from my former 
employer back in October and after a 
month of handover I was asked to 
spend the remainder of my six-month 
notice period “in the garden”. By April 
I was certainly ready to return to the 
office atmosphere and very excited to 
be beginning a new and challenging 
role. Two and a half months into my 
new job, I’m still to set foot in the 
office and I have only met three of my 
team of 38 in person. 

Although I’ve worked in the fund 
management industry for the last 16 
years, I’m a chartered surveyor by 
background, and my new job in the 
West End has brought me back closer 
to the world of bricks and mortar. Of 
course, I was looking forward to the 
commute from Great Missenden into 
Marylebone station, and then a 
relatively short walk to my new 
offices to the north of Oxford Street. 
Little did I know... 

Office was closed 
Unfortunately, my new employer 

had to close their offices a week before 
I was due to start due to a confirmed 
Covid-19 infection at work. The 
offices underwent a thorough deep 
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have interactive sessions. Zoom 
fatigue has begun to set in. 

A positive note 
One side effect of working from 

home and home schooling for my 
three boys is that we are definitely 
spending more money at the 
supermarket each week. However, 
one benefit of being at home is that 
my vegetable patch and greenhouse 
have had lots of care and attention 
and we are well stocked for home-
grown lettuce, cucumbers, courgettes 
and strawberries. 

I feel so lucky to live here in the 
beautiful Chilterns, and I have walked 
miles across the fields in recent weeks, 
but many of my team are less 
fortunate. One initiative we have 
introduced at work to keep people 
connected is ‘Coffee Roulette’. Each 
week we get assigned a group of three 
or four colleagues at random and we 
‘meet’ for a virtual coffee to talk and 
catch up. It is a simple idea, but it has 
been a really effective way to make 
sure that people feel a sense of 
belonging and maintains a tight bond 
within the team. 

Longer term effects 
Looking forward, I do think that 

Covid-19 will have a profound effect 
for those of us who work in offices. I 
suspect that there will be less business-
related travel, which may not be good 
in terms of forming new client 
relationships, but will have a beneficial 
impact regarding greater efficiency, 
reduced costs and positive benefits for 
the environment. 

I’m cautiously optimistic about the 
future and the opportunities that may 
arise in the real estate world, but I 
expect a few more bumps in the road 
(a common feature for residents of 
The Lee) over the coming months. 

 

On Tuesday 1st September 
 

Harewood Downs Golf Club 
will be celebrating  

 

 

https://womensgolfday.com/ 
 

We have two time slots to choose 

from: 10.30am or 6pm 

At each session, all ladies will have 

two free hours of coaching 

Each coaching session will be 

overseen by one of the golf 

professionals 

No equipment or experience is 

necessary 

After the sessions, we hope that 

you will join us for drinks and 

delicious cakes 

Prizes given for fun competitions 

including lessons with Evie Ing, 

our Lady Golf Pro 

If you, or anyone you know, 
would like to take part, reserve a 

place at 
womensgolfday@hdgc.co.uk or 

contact the Club Secretary – Matt 
Mayfield on 01494 762184 

  

https://womensgolfday.com/
about:blank
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Services in 
August 
St John the Baptist, The Lee 

S 
adly we have no news at the 
moment on the appointment of a 
new vicar for the four churches 

of The Lee, Cholesbury, St Leonards 
and Hawridge. 

We are always available via 
churchall4@gmail.com with messages 
for any of the churches being passed 
on to the appropriate person. 

Several local churches provide 
online services; for example, St 
Mary’s Wendover has a service each 
Sunday at 11:00 am on Zoom,  details 
are at https://stmaryswendover.org/. St 
Peter and St Paul Great Missenden 
stream a service on Facebook each 
Sunday at 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 6:00 
pm, details can be found at 
https://www.missendenchurch.org.uk/  

Contacts: Parish Administrator: 
Joanne Evans (07811 094416) 
Churchwardens: Trevor Pearce 
(01494 837601) and Mike Sherratt 
(07597 158269). Verger: Bill Pearce 
(01494 785191). Treasurer: David 
Stephenson (01494 867617). 

The Lee Old Church 
On Sunday 5th July, at 8:00 am, a 

Service of Holy Communion was held 
in the Old Church. Ian Ogilvy took 
the service, and through careful 
arrangement of the chairs and use of 
sanitisers, we were able to ensure the 
safety of all who attended. Only Ian 
Ogilvy was able to take the 
Communion Wine, and wafers were 
available to be taken by any 
individual wishing to do so from the 
paten. A small step forward, but a 
significant one. 

The next such service will be 
Sunday 2nd August at 8:00 am. 

Lee Common Methodist 
Following the Government’s 

announcement, we are going through 
the Checklist and Risk Assessment 
sent to us by our governing body and 
we hope to reopen the Church in 
September to a limited extent. We also 
hope to provide further details in the 
September issue of the newsletter. 

Contact: Marian Tomkins (01494 
837479). 

St Mary’s Ballinger 
St. Mary’s is open all the time for 

private prayer and reflection. Please 
sanitise your hands on entering and 
again when leaving (we have provided 
bottles near the door) and observe social 
distancing in accordance with 
government guidelines. Chairs have 
been set out in the main body of the 
church and all other areas either covered 
or closed off. The book stall is still 
unavailable at the moment. It is a small 
beginning though and lovely to know 
that the building can be used again. 

We have heard back from the HS2 
panel with regard to our application to 
completely restore St. Mary’s. Whilst 
they have rejected our initial 
document, they have recommended 
that we reapply. We will look to 
having another go next year. 

Vivienne Davis can supply you 
with jams and chutneys. Please contact 
her on 891312 if you are interested. 

Whilst we are unable to fundraise 
at the present time and as our usual 
services are suspended we would like 
to invite you to consider giving some 
small amount towards the upkeep of 
this little building on a regular basis. 
Please contact Anne Ellis (01494 
837247) or Maggi Cameron 
(maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk). 
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  The Lee Flower Show 2020 
At Home 
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Treasures of 
the trail 
By Johanna Free 

O 
ne of the surprises of the 
lockdown was rediscovering 
the joys of walking in this 

beautiful area. I have lived here for 
many years and sadly I drifted out of 
the habit of ‘tramping the trail’ but 
being furloughed from work since the 
start of the lockdown all that changed. 
By walking early in the morning old 
routes were rediscovered and new 
routes found. My only companions 
were the red kites and skylarks 
overhead and the many birds 
twittering in the hedgerows. What 
amazed me was the quietness in spite 
of the birdsong and no low hum of the 
commuter trains and cars or 
aeroplanes overhead. 

I was free to discover nature’s 
treasures, first the bluebells then the 
ferns and then the intoxicating 
honeysuckle with its beautiful 
perfume. Nature’s amazing herbaceous 
border in all its variety. 

One morning on leaving a wood 
near The Lee I came face to face with a 
young roe buck and doe who watched 
me for several minutes, the early 
morning sunlight shining on their backs. 

Later I walked the Ridgeway as far 
as I could in one hour and another time I 

MARTIN THE MILKMAN 

Refrigerated delivery of fresh 
milk, dairy produce, bread, 
eggs, fruit juices and more. 

To place an order call 

01442 833944 

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM 

ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 

puzzled over a section of Grim’s Ditch. 
Does it date from the Bronze Age, Iron 
Age or Anglo-Saxon and what was it 
there for? There are many theories but I 
think Iron Age seems the best 
conclusion as it ties up nicely with the 
many Iron Age forts nearby. 

All these treasures are a joy but 
there are more treasures to be found if 
only you know where to look. While 
walking along a footpath through a 
field, eyes down scanning the ploughed 
earth, I see interesting stones and fossils 
and sometimes I find Neolithic flint 
implements and flint flakes. These 
prehistoric tools are five or six thousand 
years old and, when you know what to 
look for, anyone can find them. I then 
wonder who made it and where did they 
live and what did they look like? It is 
incredible to think that I am holding an 
object that was last held five thousand 
years ago. 

These for me are the ‘Treasures of 
the Trails’ and I love them. 
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KINGSHILL 
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

Chilterns 

Airports 

London 

01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

HS2 U&As: 
2020 update 
By Colin Sully, The Lee Parish Council 

D 
uring the passage of the HS2 
Phase 1 Bill through Parliament, 
a great many undertakings and 

assurances (U&As) were given to 
petitioners to mitigate the impact of the 
railway. Here is an update on some key 
local issues.  

Hunts Green Farm spoil heap 
This U&A recognised the adverse 

effect on the farm, local residents and 
the local environment of the then 
proposed plan to use two large fields, 
bordering Kings Lane, for the temporary 
storage of excavated material. 

As a result of protracted discussions, 
recently produced, detailed plans for 
spoil management in the area have 

reduced the impact at Hunts Green 
Farm, to the extent that one of the fields 
is now not needed (the one nearest 
Hunts Green). Several kilometres of 
hedgerow have also been saved. The 
fate of the other affected field (nearest 
to Leather Lane) remains moot. 

Hilltop traffic surveys 
This assurance was given to local 

councils who were concerned about 
the knock-on effect of rat-running by 
traffic trying to avoid any hold-ups on 
the A413. It was agreed that 
benchmark surveys would be carried 
out to monitor the level of traffic on 
the A413 and on nearby lanes before 
construction started. 

Much to the frustration of The Lee 
Parish Council, this U&A has also led 
to protracted debate – between HS2 
Ltd, their contractors and 
Buckinghamshire Council (BC) – 
about when and where the monitoring 
should take place and who should 
install it. The five locations for 
monitoring were agreed over two 
years ago but still no date has been set 
for the work to begin to install this 
monitoring equipment. 

Superfast broadband 
The Lee Parish Council 

(strangely) was also granted a U&A 
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Shop at The Lee 
 

 
 

For all your daily needs 
 

A community shop, financed and 
run by the village; the shop lies at 

the heart of the parish. 
 

Current opening hours 
(subject to change): 

Mondays to Fridays: 8.00 a.m. until 4.00 p.m.  
Weekends: 8.00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

 
Tel: 01494 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

about Superfast Broadband. At the 
time of petitioning, The Lee had none 
and appeared to be at the back of a 
long queue. One of the promises that 
HS2 Ltd had given was that the 
railway would be able to “enhance 
broadband delivery in rural areas”. 
All very vague, but the U&A said that 
we in The Lee would be kept 
informed as to what could be 
delivered locally. We were not… and 
in any case, the delays to the project 
appear now to make it irrelevant. 

Viaduct noise barriers 
The HS2 Bill only included a noise 

barrier on the Wendover/Dunsmore 
side of the Wendover Dean viaduct, in 
the belief that residents on The Lee 
side would not be significantly 
adversely affected. 

As a result of constant lobbying by 
The Lee Parish Council, the latest 
design for this viaduct includes noise 
barriers on both sides, providing 
additional mitigation to residents in 
Kings Ash, Hunts Green and, we 
believe, farther afield. 

Nearby… 
Other mitigation measures in Great 

Missenden, which will also affect The 
Lee residents, include: 
• Frith Hill: The alterations at the 

junction of the A413 are now 
complete, except for signage work 
which is scheduled to be 
completed over the summer. 

• Link Road/A413 junction: The 
programme to widen Link Road is 
also planned for the summer. 

• Great Missenden car parking: 
The consultation on the siting of 
additional parking has supported 
the idea of an additional 22 
parking spaces in the Buryfield. 
Planning permission has now been 

granted and this work was also 
started in July. 

Nationally 
Meanwhile, other major works 

contracts to build Phase 1 are being let 
by HS2 Ltd. These include the new 
Birmingham station, trackside 
equipment, tunnel services and the 
overhead catenary system adopted for 
the whole route.  

Adopted HS2 catenary system 
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children’s corner with classics, 
fascinating fact books and stories for 
all ages. The shop also sells vinyl and 
a selection of gifts and cards. 

Mark Jackson-Hancock, manager 
of Chapter Two, commented, “Books 
don’t age and our eclectic collection of 
treasured books is ready and waiting 
to inspire, delight, educate and amuse 
the people of Chesham and beyond. 

“We may have been delayed but 
are delighted to be opening our doors 
to local people and carrying on the 
tradition of having an independent 
bookshop in the heart of Chesham and 
following in the footsteps of Chapter 
One, run by Liz Payne, which served 
the town for over two decades.” 

Whilst the bookshop’s plans for 
workshops have been put on hold for 
the time being, the team is holding 
virtual book clubs, creative writing 
workshops and children’s story times 
initially read by owners of other small 
local independent shops. More details 
can be found at www.stfrancis.org.uk/
chaptertwo or via Chapter Two’s 
Facebook page. The charity bookshop 
is also offering a book repair service 
and selected books are also available 
to buy online through Chapter Two’s 
Abe Books page. 

Chapter Two is on the lookout for 
more volunteers to help on the shop 
floor and sort donations and 
particularly welcomes applications 
from BAME backgrounds. Full 
training and PPE will be provided. 
Find out more by visiting 
www.stfrancis.org.uk/volunteer. 

Donations, especially children’s 
books, are also gratefully received 
although due to new safety guidelines, 
the shop team has asked that only two 
carrier bags or one box of books are 
brought in during temporary opening 

Near-Lee (4) 
‘Chapter Two’ 
In this series of occasional articles, we 
report on local hidden gems. Do let us 
know yours. 

F 
inally, after a delayed three 
month wait, Chapter Two, 
Chesham’s new community pre-

loved bookshop opened at 10 High 
Street (near the clock tower) on 
Monday 29th June 2020. 

The pre-loved bookshop, where all 
profits go towards the care provided at 
The Hospice of St Francis, offers book 
lovers a real treat. It has sustainability 
at its heart, giving new life to once-
cherished books and reusing materials 
inside the shop from donated 
bookcases and shelving to recycled 
materials on the counter. 

There are designated fiction, 
crime, architecture, travel, cookery 
and gardening sections with a vintage 
area devoted to colourful Penguin 
Originals alongside a dedicated 
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Pilates 
@HOME 

 

’FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’ 
 
 

1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and 
convenience of your own home 

 
 

Mat Pilates for all abilities 
Improves posture, flexibility,  
core strength, muscle tone  

and sports performance 
 

Individuals [or small groups of up to 4] 
 

Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for 
Beginner, Intermediate and  

Advanced Levels 
 
 

“In ten sessions you will feel the difference, 
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30 

you will have a whole new body” 
… Joseph Pilates 

 

 
If you are interested or require further 

information please contact: 
 

Karen on 07790 081670  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email: 
info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk 
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk 

hours (Mon-Sat, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm). 
All donations will be isolated for three 
days before appearing on the shop floor. 

For further information on Chapter 
Two or The Hospice of St Francis, 
please contact Pru Murray at 
prunellamurray@btinternet.com or on 
07780 600180. 

Old lore or old 
rubbish? 
By Trish Swain 

C 
an anyone confirm or refute the 
following old gardening lore? 
Is spraying greenfly with a 

weak solution of washing up liquid 
and water an effective alternative to 
pesticide and does it harm anything 
else? I was advised to do this many 
years ago, and it seems to work, 
however you must avoid bright 
sunlight. Is it effective against black 
fly too? 

Now that are our water butts are 
replenished, they become a breeding 
ground for mosquitoes. Not 
everyone’s water butt has the capacity 
to keep goldfish in them to eat the 
larvae, but a drop or two of cooking 
oil seems to be an effective way of 
controlling the larvae. I was told it 
stopped them from being able to 
move. Any confirmation would be 
gratefully received. 

Bridge too far? 

I 
n our game, E raised to 4♣ and W 

then raised to game in clubs, but 
went one-off with good defence. 

An alternative contract of 4♠ makes, 
but could you confidently bid it? 
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Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

reply. Mum says she’s leaving home. 
M: Why’s that? 
J: Don’t ask me why: she’s a woman! 
M (calmly): Listen, do you want to 
know a secret? 

J: Definitely, what goes on? 
M: The word is the girl has caught 
the virus… again! 
J: Not a second time! What a misery. 
Anyway, how are you? 
M: I feel fine… how about you? 
J (still coughing): I’ve got a feeling 
I’m down with the virus too. I’m so 
tired all the time and yet I’m only 
sleeping for a few hours each night. 
M: You need to get some help! 
J (coughing and spluttering): It’s all 
too much. I need you! 
M: Look, if I needed someone, I’d 
ask one of those Lee Covid-19 
volunteers. Your mother should 
know, she’s one of them, isn’t she? 
J (irritated): Why can’t we just 
come together right now? 
M: You know why… It’s the long 
and winding road from The Lee. 
Bishop Auckland is much too far to 
travel during lockdown. 
J (increasingly agitated): I’m 
coming up today and that’s that, so 
we can be all together now! 

Covid… with 
the Beatles 

D 
uring the height of lockdown, 
I had a crossed telephone line 
with someone living in The 

Lee called Jude and his girlfriend 
Martha, who it would appear lives in 
Bishop Auckland. Apparently they 
are both huge Beatles fans… and they 
have been missing each other. 

How many Beatles song titles can 
you find in their conversation? 
 
M: Hey Jude, is that you? 
J (coughing): Yes, it is. Martha my 
dear, how are you? 
M: I thought your sister was joining 
us on this call. Where is the lovely 
Rita? 
J: I rang her yesterday, but there was no 
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Ironing service 

 
 

Reliable, flexible ironing service 
is available.  

On your premises or collect and 
deliver. 

Competitive rates.  
References on request.  

Some light housekeeping may 
also be considered.  

If interested please phone: 
01494 - 816115 

Zoomed-out in 
The Lee 

W 
e asked some of our regular 
contributors how technology 
had helped them get through 

lockdown. Here are a few responses. 
 
Ruth Fowler writes: 

The first time I encountered Zoom 
was in mid-March. My cousin Leslie 
in Boston MA had just lost her 
husband and, due to the impending 
lockdown and travel restrictions being 
introduced, had been asked if she 
wanted to relay the funeral by Zoom 
as the service was limited to a 
maximum of 15 minutes and a total of 
15 people. 

Although she originally found the 
concept weird, she gradually warmed 

M: Honey don’t! You can’t do that 
during lockdown! Every little thing we 
do like that just makes the crisis worse. 
J: You won’t see me? I should have 
known better than to tell you what 
I’m planning. 
M: We’ll get by with a little help from 
my friends… and your mum. 
J: No, I’ve decided, I’m going to drive 
my car to Bishop Auckland today. If 
I’m stopped, all I have to do is act 
naturally and say I’m going for an eye 
test when I get home. 
M: Wait! Just slow down, think what 
you’re doing. Boris says we can work 
it out, if we just follow the science. 
J (angrily): Don’t bother me with your 
science. Boris also told us to “Think 
for yourself”. It seems to me that this 
boy is thinking for the two of us. 
M: Jude, for goodness sake, tell me, 
why can’t you wait? 
J (more calmly): OK, OK, let it be. I 
think the fever’s getting to me. I feel as 
if I’m here, there and everywhere. I 
have never in my life felt as bad as this. 
M: Boris says things will soon be 
getting better, then we can get back to 
something like normality. Look, I’ve 
got to go now. 
J: I’m fed up with all these calls; all 
these “Hello, goodbye”. 
M: Give me a call tomorrow. 
J: When? 
M: Any time at all. 
J (resignedly): OK, I will… and with all 
my loving. 
M: …and from me to you. Remember, 
the things we said today? They’ll all 
look so much better tomorrow. 

How many Beatles song titles can 
you find? Send your list to 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com. A £5.00 
voucher for the Shop at The Lee 
awaits the winner! 

[There’s a place for all your 
answers and it won’t be long to the 
result - Ed] 
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way we played the cards and finally 
we can compare our contract and score 
with all the previous players of the 
hand. Brilliant! 

 
Ruth Fowler writes: 

We were supposed to be in 
northern Italy at the end of May with a 
group of friends, celebrating Cantina 
Aperte when the local vineyards have 
open days to taste the wines. All the 
‘travellers’ are regulars at the 
agriturismo where we were to stay in 
Friuli Venezia Giulia, and were 
looking forward to catching up with 
the owners who have also become 
friends over the years. 

Thanks to Zoom not all was lost. 
The owners of the agriturismo joined 
the ‘travellers’ for a glass or two of 
Italian wine, explained that despite 
they and their neighbours having been 
ill with coronavirus-like symptoms, 
the Italian government was adamant 
that their region had not been affected, 
and we caught a brief glimpse of life in 
locked down Italy.  

Unitary-Lee 3: 
representation 
By The Lee Parish Cllr Colin Sully  

In this third article on changes 
resulting from the creation of the new 
Buckinghamshire Council (BC), we 
look at the issue of ‘representation’. 

Unitary Authority Wards 

Y 
ou will recall that the BC 
elections in May were 
cancelled because of the virus. 

Consequently, the 196 existing 
District and County Councillors were 
given Buckinghamshire Councillor 
(i.e. Unitary Authority) status and 
allocated to the 49 electoral wards in 
the new authority. 

to the idea. Mike came from a large 
Italian-American family and this 
arrangement meant that his many 
cousins could attend, even if virtually. 

It is unclear whether or not we 
would have made it to the funeral in 
more normal times, however Zoom 
allowed us to be able to support Leslie 
and pay our respects from afar. 

 
Phil Harrison writes: 

One thing the lockdown has done is 
give me a new skill. Zooming all over 
the place courtesy of the new socially 
acceptable form of communication. 

I can visit friends all over the world 
without a face mask, no need to socially 
distance or wash my hands. The 
amazing thing is that connections that 
have been sporadic are now frequent; 
people who may have been Christmas 
card friends are now face to face in my 
living room and we are not alone. 
Suddenly groups are gathered together. 

The family have done a quiz, been 
to meetings, had job interviews and 
just chatted to friends. The most 
ambitious project in the works is a 
school reunion of classmates from a 
convent in India now spread around 
the world all coming together for an 
90 minute reunion. 

Covid has much to answer for but 
there are blessings too. 

 
Rita Sully writes: 

When we started to play bridge 
online with bridgebase.com it was 
stressful. The system set the pace and 
as soon as the last card was played on 
one hand, the next one was dealt... and 
if you hesitated for too long, the robots 
took over your seat. It took us a while 
to sort out how to gain control but now 
we are in charge! We don’t have to 
shuffle or deal, can take our time to 
pause or re-examine our bidding or the 
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In our case, The Lee parish is in 
Chiltern Ridges electoral ward, which 
also includes: 
• Cholesbury-cum-St-Leonards parish 
• Chartridge parish 
• Ballinger and South Heath (in 

Great Missenden parish) 
• Asheridge Vale and Lowndes (in 

Chesham town) 
• Part of Little Missenden parish. 

The former constituency 
boundaries at district and county level 
did not always coincide, so as well as 
former County Councillor Tricia 
Birchley and former District 
Councillor Nick Rose, residents of the 
Chiltern Ridges ward are also 
represented by four other councillors 
(i.e. a total of six – four Conservative 
and two Liberal Democrat). 

Alan Bacon (Lib Dem)       Tricia Birchley (Con) 

BC elections 
In the May 2021 elections, there 

will be just three councillors elected 
for each ward (i.e. 147 in total). 
Until then, all six councillors 
represent our ward. 

A complication arises currently, in 
that the boundaries of the Community 
Boards (see July Newsletter) do not 
align with the boundaries of the 
electoral wards. So, for example, 
although the Chesham and Villages 
Community Board, chaired by 
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Peter Jones (Lib Dem)        Jane McBean (Con) 

It should all become clearer after 
the elections next year – and a possible 
boundaries review! 

The Buckinghamshire Council 
website gives further information at 
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk together 
with contact details for all councillors. 

Nick Rose (Con)             Diana Varley (Con) 

Congratulations! 
Finally, Councillor Nick Rose has 

been appointed Deputy Chair of the 
East Bucks Area Planning Committee 
(see June Newsletter), which deals 
with planning applications in the 
whole of the former Chiltern District 
Council area. 

 
In the next in this series on local 

impacts resulting from the creation of 
the unitary authority, we look at the 
issue of ‘Devolution’. 

A truly independent family funeral directors 

J Brown Funeral Services 
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA 

01494 727474 (24 hours) 

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474 
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk 

Recommended by  
The Good Funeral Guide 

Bespoke and traditional services 
Private chapels of rest 
Pre-paid funeral plans 
Off street client parking 
Home visits 

Councillor Tricia Birchley, includes 
the whole of Chesham, The Lee, 
Chartridge and other rural areas, it 
does not include Ballinger, South 
Heath and the Little Missenden part 
of Chiltern Ridges ward, which must 
all look to the Community Board 
serving the Missendens. 

Confused? 
The Lee Parish Council has 

agreed for now to continue to keep 
Councillors Birchley and Rose both 
informed of all BC-related 
discussions and will expect them 
each to ‘lead’ on matters relating to 
their previous portfolios. Residents of 
The Lee parish may wish to also 
regard these Buckinghamshire 
councillors as their ‘key contacts’, 
although residents are at liberty to 
contact other BC councillors 
representing our ward. 
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Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

 

 Calling all 
budding golfers 
By Claire Wise  

G 
olf was one of the first sports 
to re-start after lock-down, 
and players are enjoying 

fresh air and exercise all over the 
county. There are so many reasons 
for taking up golf, and yet it is still 
held up as being too formal. 

Here at The Lee, we have a number 
of men and lady golfers, as well as an 
ever-growing number of juniors. 

If you need any further persuading, 
here are a few reasons why everyone 
should play golf: 
1. Very social – great way to make 

new friends. 
2. Great way to keep fit, low impact 

sport and you walk about 12,000 
steps per round. 

3. Can be played 52 weeks of the 
year, unless extreme weather. 

4. Very good value for money – you 
can play as many times as you 
like once you have paid your 
annual subscription. 

5. Perfect way to spend time with 
your partner and family – you can 
all play together and the handicap 
system makes it easy, no matter 
what your standard. 

6. Golf can be played until you are 
well into your 80s and 90s, and 
the members enjoy a very robust 
social side. 

7. Good excuse to go away with 
friends and play on some of the 
most beautiful courses around 
the world. 

8. Fabulous range of golf clothes to 
wear on the course, and jeans 
(not ripped) are now de rigeur at 
many courses. 
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 
Parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

August 
Thursday 6th August. The Arts Society 
Ballinger. The Age of Rembrandt, 
Holland’s Golden Age. Lecturer: 
Mariska Beekenkamp. Online. 
Sunday 16th August. The Lee Old 
Church Trust AGM. See left-hand 
column on this page. 
Ballinger WI are hoping to hold a 
garden tea during August. Any member 
not receiving the email newsletter 
should contact Frankie Little. 

Coming Soon 
Thursday 3rd September. The Arts 
Society Ballinger. Deceiving The Eye 
– Trompe L’oeil Painting. Lecturer: 
Sian Walters. Online. 
Friday 4th September. Lee Common 
School Association Coffee Morning. 
Venue tbc. 
Tuesday 8th September. The Lee 
Parish Council Meeting. 7:30 pm. At 
the Parish Hall or online: tbc. 

Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Katherine Hersee 
07801 948650 
kjhersee@googlemail.com 
Membership Secretary: 
jennywooding@btconnect.com 

Annual General 
Meeting of  
The Lee Old 
Church Trust 
By Jon Swain 

T 
he Lee Old Church Trust AGM 
was due to be held on 5th April 
2020, but was postponed.  

The Trustees have met and decided 
to hold the AGM on Sunday 16th 
August 2020 at 7:30 pm. As a result of 
the need for avoiding contact and the 
logistical difficulties of distancing, we 
have decided to hold the AGM over 
Zoom. Many of you will have used 
this during lockdown to great effect. It 
will enable you to participate in the 
AGM from the safety of your own 
home, and allow us to carry out the 
necessary processes of the AGM. An 
invitation is available from Ruth 
Fowler at ruth.fowler7@gmail.com  

As you know, we have formed a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation
(CIO), and we need members of the 
trust who wish to continue to be 
involved as Friends of The Lee Old 
Church Trust to fill out a new 
application form, and use the new bank 
account we have been required to set up.  

Any existing members who have 
not received a form, or anyone who 
wishes to join, can request a form from 
Jilly Carleton-Smith on 01494 837205. 
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The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parish… and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome letters and articles of 
interest and relevance to The Lee. 
Copy should be sent to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
the month before publication. 

Letters should ideally run to no more 
than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise or place an insert, 
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377 
by the 12th of the previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com. 

For queries regarding distribution 
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Peter Archer, Zoe Berkeley, 
Ruth Fowler, Phil Harrison, Liz 
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller and 
Colin Sully. 

Printed by Orbit Press: 778053. 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 

Ballinger Evening WI 
Contact: Frankie Little, 837659 
frankie.little@btinternet.com 

Lee Common C of E School 
School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

Lee Common Methodist Church 
Marian Tomkins, 837479 

Lee Common Scouts 
Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:  
837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com 

Shop at The Lee 
Symeon Economou, 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

St John the Baptist Church 
See centre pages. 

St Mary’s Ballinger 
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247 
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com 

Tennis Court @ Parish Hall 
Bookings: Judy Morgan 837787 

The Arts Society Ballinger 
Chair, Lesley Wickham, 865480 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 
www.theleecc.org.uk 
Secretary, Mike Harris 
07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 
Chairman, Jonathan Batten, 837450 

The Lee Newsletter 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com 

The Lee Old Church Trust 
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 

The Lee Parish Council  
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 837068 
clerk@thelee.org.uk 
www.thelee.org.uk/pc  
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529 

The Lee Parish Hall Committee 
Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

The LeeWay 
Contact: 07845 029500 

Vocal Lees (village choir) 
Jeannette Batten, 837450 

Rates 9 am - 1 pm 
2 pm - 6 pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

To book the Parish Hall 
or Scout Hut 

 

’phone Anne Barnett on 837796 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 



Sales & Lettings 
64 High Street Great Missenden 

Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN 
Tel: 01494 890990 

email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk 
www.jeremyswan.co.uk 


