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From the Editor 
By Andrew Burnett 

A 
fter 33 years in The Lee, we 
moved to Wendover five years 
ago, though have continued to 

follow events in The Lee through this 
wonderful publication. So I was very 
happy to agree when asked to edit this 
special August edition of the Newsletter. 
The lockdown brought normal life 

to a halt in Wendover as it did 
everywhere else. All events were 
cancelled and most shops closed. 
However, the Parish Council set up a 
network of street wardens to look after 
the needs of those who were self-
isolating (happily we didnôt need to 
take advantage of this) and Budgens 
remained a lifeline. And the footpaths 
all remain open ï except where HS2 
have blocked them ï everyone 
carefully passing at 2 metres distance 
of course. Still, one only realises how 
much one misses a coffee at 
Whitewaters, Lady Grey or Rumseys 
when deprived of it. 
The church very quickly started 

Zoom services, and despite some early 
wrinkles, these run smoothly now (see 
page 14 for details). For the choir this 
has been an interesting experience ï 
we are each sent a backing track for 
the hymns and have to record our own 
voice, sometimes in parts, and these 
are then combined. Definitely a case 
where the whole is better than the sum 
of the parts! 

Sadly, HS2 continues unabated, 
despite a notice being put up on their 
site reading ñYou are not essential 
workers ï go homeò. At the moment 
they are doing archaeology and have 
found the body of the man whoôs been 
executed and a wooden henge being 
described as comparable to Stonehenge. 
Sadly this is probably not enough to 
stop them. However they did pay for a 
very low noise surface on the bypass, 
which has made a big difference. 

The photo is of ducklings on the 
canal, which has a wonderful variety 
of wildlife, and occasionally one even 
glimpses an egret. If HS2 have their 
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Contemporary and classic Italian food 
prepared in our kitchens by our Italian 
chef Gennaro Grella with daily specials, 
including special allergen and dietary 
requirement menu selection. 

 

Private dining for up to 50 people and 
parties also catered for with a garden  

at the back. 
 

To make a reservation call  
01494 863696, see our website: 
originswinebar.co.uk or call in at  
57 High Street, Great Missenden,  

HP16 0AL 

way, the canal and Weston Turville 
reservoir may dry up as they will 
block the aquifer ï as might the Grand 
Union canal as we are the source of 
their water. Instead Aylesbury could 
flood: a battle we are having with HS2 
at the moment. 
This special edition of the 

Newsletter was made possible with 
funding from Buckinghamshire 
Councilôs coronavirus Councillor 
Fund as a means of communicating 
with residents during these difficult 
times. We are most grateful. 
Forum Freda is celebrating the end 

of lockdown and has taken a brief 
break, but will be back in September. 
The editor for the September 

edition will be Phil Harrison, who will 
be pleased to receive material by email 
to theleenewsletter@gmail.com by 
12th August. 

 

Your Letters 
The Cock and Rabbit 
To the Editor 

We would like to say a big óThank 
youô to all at the Cock and Rabbit for 
adapting to the new rules and keeping 
open throughout this lockdown. 
We have enjoyed lovely take-away 

meals and drinks, including the ever-
popular Sunday roasts and, by popular 
demand, pizzas that have provided 
welcome relief to home cooking and 
opportunities for socially distanced 
bonhomie with neighbours. Just look 
at the queue! 

And now we have moved to a half-
way house, the Cock and Rabbit have 
adapted their offer to comply with a 
44-page book of instructions issued by 
the Government, the result of which is 
seen here! This means that all the 
above can now be enjoyed in the 
surroundings of their gardens. 



3 

 
Carpets Ltd 

C , V   
W  F  
S   F 

9-11 S  A 
G  M  
01494 862125 

Cromar 

All of this unexpected additional 
work to still provide a service without 
complaint is something that we locals 
have greatly appreciated. Thank you 
Vikki, Franco and family! 
Adam Speller and John Horsman 
The Lee 
 

Speeding traffic 
To the Editor 

I read with interest the comment by 
Jonathan Batten in the June Newsletter 
that he had noticed that the motorists 
who are now driving around are doing 
so a lot faster than they should be. We 
have seen this in Kings Ash and had 
come to exactly the same conclusion. 
In fact, the straight run of road outside 
our house, Chiltern Cottage, sounds 
really frightening at times. The speed 
at which vehicles pass our house is 
terrifying sometimes. 
I have contacted Patricia Birchley 

and Buckinghamshire Council but 
they have not exactly been helpful. Ms 
Birchley has sent a copy of my email 
to The Lee Parish Council. I only hope 
they will be supportive as speeding in 
the whole of our area is increasing all 
the time. We are only asking for a 
flashing 30 mph warning light, not the 
moon, but it seems council help is not to 
be forthcoming. 
Sandra Nuseibeh 
Kings Ash 

Foot and mouth memories 
To the Editor 

During the last few weeks, Iôve been 
wondering how the coronavirus 
pandemic and subsequent lockdown, 
which has affected us all in every way, 
compares to the lived experience of 
the outbreak of foot and mouth disease 
in February 2001. 
Obviously, it was a time of great 

distress to livestock farmers and those 
involved in tourism. I recall local 
footpaths being closed but, as I didnôt 
have a dog then and was recovering 
from surgery, the impressions I have 
are less vivid. We were also fortunate 
to have space in our garden and 
meadows at Kingswood Cottages in 
which to exercise. It would be 
interesting to learn more about how 
The Lee was affected and the 
memories people have. 
Trish Swain 
Chartridge 
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Tёю LююWъѢ ï Yјўћ 
Vђѕѕъѐю Sўљљјћѝ Tюъі 
If you have difficulty getting to your 
doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 
a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 07845 029500 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 12 
noon. Please give us reasonable notice of 
your requirement to help us organise it. 

Remembrance 
By Sebastian Rutter aged 9 

 
We miss our friends 
Through these horrid times 
Though we have to have hope 
That this virus declines. 
 
We miss the playground chatter 
The kicking ball against the wall 
The playing with your mates 
The laughter in the hall. 
 
But gradually we realised 
Thereôs other ways to have fun 
Talking with your mates on Zoom 
Going for bike rides in the sun. 
 
As lockdown eases 
We can play footy with our friends again 
Let us remember how 
Lucky we are that thereôs no rain. 
 
The sun is out the skies are blue 
We are happy and healthy 
Let us remember this time of 
DEVASTATION and peacefulness 
On our race to being wealthy. 

Road Farm 
By Emily Reddy 

C 
ountryways CIC has launched 
an Outreach Programme from 
Road Farm in Great Missenden 

to support countrymen during the 
current Covid-19 outbreak. They would 
like to extend this service to the wider 
local community, especially those who 
are shielding or feeling isolated during 
lockdown, to help keep people 
connected to the countryside and farm 
life. Road Farm Countryways Outreach 
is particularly suited to retired men 
who have an affinity with the 
countryside and outdoor environments 

 

Bridge too far? 
By Judy Hart et al 

T 
his hand came up recently and 
the initial bidding seemed 
straightforward, but E-W then 

found it difficult to find a game contract. 
 

ǂ J 4 

Ǆ Q J 10 5 3 

ǅ K Q 7 

ǃ J 7 4 

ǂ 7 5 ǂ A K 10 9 3 

Ǆ K 2 Ǆ 8 7 

ǅ A 8 5 3 2 ǅ J 6 

ǃ K Q 9 6 ǃ A 10 8 5 

ǂ Q 8 6 2 

Ǆ A 9 6 4 

ǅ 10 9 4 

ǃ 3 2 
 

Dealer: East 
Vulnerability: E-W 

 
E S W N 

1ǂ p 2ǅ p 

2ǂ p 3ǃ p 

? 
 

How would you have bid this 
hand? See page 23. 
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&ÙÌÈÛɯ,ÐÚÚÌÕËÌÕ 

2Ü××ÖÙÛÌËɯ+ÐÝÐÕÎ 
 

 ɯÞÈÙÔȮɯÍÙÐÌÕËÓàȮɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ

ÌÓËÌÙÓàȮɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÊÛÜÙÌÚØÜÌɯÊÌÕÛÙÌɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÌɯÝÐÓÓÈÎÌȭ 

"ÖÔÌɯÈÕËɯÛÈÒÌɯÈɯÓÖÖÒɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÍÖÙɯ

àÖÜÙÚÌÓÍɯÈÕËɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÊÏÈÛɯÞÐÛÏ 

ɯ"ÈÙÖÓɯ+ÈÜËÌÙ-1ÖÚÚɯȹ,ÈÕÈÎÌÙȺ 

3ÌÓȯɯƔƕƘƝƘɯƜƚƙƔƖƚɯ 

ÖÙɯÌÔÈÐÓɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÉÙÖÊÏÜÙÌɯ

ÐÕÍÖɑÈÉÉÌàÍÐÌÓËÎÙÌÈÛÔÐÚÚÌÕËÌÕȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

%ÐÕËɯÖÜÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÖÕɯÖÜÙɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌ 

ÞÞÞȭÈÉÉÌàŗÌÓËȭÊÖÔ 

and/or have long-term health or 
mobility issues. 
The Outreach Programme aims to 

keep these people and their family 
carers up-to-date with countryside 
news and services, as well as keeping 
them motivated and stimulated. This 
could be a regular telephone call, farm 
related activities to complete at home, 
a monthly newsletter, regular updates 
on social media, or links to videos and 
photographs about what is going on at 
the farm. The charity Countrymen UK 
is leading this initiative. 

Ordinarily, the farm welcomes 
individuals and specialist groups who 
benefit from countryside therapy. 
They provide a safe and relaxing 
environment for people to participate 
in farm-related activities to improve 
their wellbeing, health and learning as 
well as providing educational 
opportunities.  
These may be Countrymen Club 

members, vulnerable young adults, 
school groups, those with learning 
difficulties, physical disability or 
mental health issues. For those with 
mobility issues, they have an all-
terrain wheelchair and excellent toilet 
and hand washing facilities including 
an adult hoist and changing table. 
More details can be found on 
www.roadfarmcountryways.com. Age, 
health issues or simply being isolated 
are never a barrier. 
Road Farm Countryways is also 

offering a special space to those 
suffering stress and bereavement 

following the coronavirus epidemic, 
and to help people feel able to óstep 
outsideô again. 
It is so important to reach out to 

these men and their family carers in 
the local community. 

Do you know someone who would 
appreciate this support or are you part 
of an organisation that could help 
spread the word? If so, please contact 
Road Farm Countryways CIC. Tel 
01494 862413. 



6 

HS2 Ltdôs plans 
The current plans for HS2 in the 

area require a land-take of 
approximately 0.7 ha from this wood, 
to be taken from the southern part of 
the wood. Measures proposed by HS2 
Ltd to compensate for this include 
moving soil from the affected area to 
be translocated to a nearby receptor 
site and planting an area of 
approximately 4.1 ha of new 
woodland to provide a direct link with 
other nearby woods. 
The protesters argue that no 

amount of new tree planting can 
compensate for the destruction of 
ancient woodlands. When this is 
multiplied across the whole length of 
HS2, the project will destroy 
millions of trees and habitats, and 
will also result in a massive increase 
in carbon emissions. Add to this the 
fact that the whole economic 
argument has been further eroded in 
the post-Covid world and there really 
is no case to continue. 

Find out more  
You can drop in on the camp to 

support them (access from the footpath 
off Kings Lane) or visit them on 
Facebook at óSave Roald Dahl Woods 
from HS2ô. 

Jonesô Hill 
Wood HS2 
camp 
By Ann Hayward and Colin Sully  

J 
onesô Hill Wood stands alone on 
The Lee / Wendover border, 
between Durham Farm and 

Strawberry Hill Farm. It comprises 
1.8 ha of ancient semi-natural, mainly 
beech, woodland. Home to many 
species of flora and fauna, and oft 
visited by Roald Dahl, since early 
2020 it has also become the home of 
an HS2 protest camp. Campaigner 
Ross Monaghan and his colleagues 
have moved into the wood and are 
determined to not let HS2 build there. 

As a part of a growing, nationwide 
environmental movement resisting the 
construction of HS2, they hope that, 
as a minimum, they will be able to 
delay HS2 and that this will provide 
further leverage to hold HS2 to 
account for the economic and 
environmental impacts it will bring. 
Ultimately, of course, their aim is to 
see the project cancelled. 
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Cricket Club 
By Patrick Walsh  

W 
hat a strange and 
unforgettable year it has 
been so far! When we held 

The Lee Cricket Clubôs AGM at The 
Cock and Rabbit in mid-February, we 
were midway through our series of 
winter nets and getting our ground 
ready for a busy season ahead. Little 
did we know that within a few weeks 
we would be locked down in our 
homes and only able to see each other 
on video conferences. The endless 
days of clear blue skies in April and 
May only served to frustrate us even 
more as we couldnôt get out onto the 
cricket field. 

A team of volunteers (Ed Boakes, 
Ben Harris and Rob Walsh) have been 
maintaining the ground and the square, 
making sure that we were ready to 
play whenever the Government and 
ECB would let us. 
Fortunately the lockdown rules 

have started to be relaxed; in recent 
weeks we have been able to open up 
our outdoor nets, offer a (socially 
distanced) bar, and start coaching 
small groups of children again. 
Finally, on 11th July we were able to 

play our first game of the summer, an 
interclub friendly between the 1st and 2nd 
XIs, which ended in a fitting draw. We 

are all raring to go, and keen to make this 
half a season just as memorable as the 
full one we had expected. 

The Morrant Chilterns Cricket 
League will be running a half season of 
matches (so each team gets to play all 
the others in their division once) starting 
from 18th July, and our Sunday XI also 
have a full set of friendly fixtures. 
The colts season would normally 

be drawing to a close this week, and 
the junior leagues have been cancelled, 
but our team of coaches and managers 

vǳŀƭƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ 
wŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ t±9 /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ 
ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  

 

²Ŝ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎŜ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ 
ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
ƘƻƳŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

/ŀƭƭ ǳǎ ƻƴ лтттм усоуул ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǳǎ 
ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦǇǾŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ    wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ   ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ 
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THE VERMINATOR  

WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR 
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM 

COMING BACK 

Pest control services  

TIM SIMMONS IS  

WASPS 
GLIS-GLIS 
SQUIRREL 
RATS MICE 
MOLES 

ALL 
INSECTS 
FOXES 
RABBITS 
AND  ANTS 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE  

LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY 

07734 649305 

is busy reaching out to their colleagues 
at other clubs to get as many friendly 
matches as possible organised 
throughout the summer holidays. 
The Lee Cricket Club is family-

oriented, and we try to offer 
competitive and fun cricket for people 
of all ages and abilities. In addition to 
the menôs league and Sunday fixtures, 
we will be restarting Friday night 
softball cricket coaching from 17th July 
(6:00 pm ï 7:30 pm) for children just 
completing school years 1 to 5, and 
have coltsô hardball training for Years 
5 to 9 on Saturday mornings from 
10:00 am to 11:30 am. We offer social 
membership for those who like to 
come and watch the cricket and enjoy 
a drink from our bar. 
We are always on the lookout for 

new players: if you are interested 
please call the Chairman, Patrick 
Walsh, on 07887 736205. 

The Lee Parish 
Council news 
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk  

Lee Common playground 

T 
he Parish Council reopened 
the children's playground in 
Lee Common on 4th July, 

following an inspection and review 
of risks in accordance with 
Government guidelines. 

The playground is open on the 
basis and understanding that: 
¶ The Parish Council will not be 
cleaning or sanitising the 
playground equipment. 

¶ The playground is not a supervised 
play area. 

¶ Those visiting the playground use 
the equipment on this understanding. 

¶ Allowing children to use 
playground equipment is, in this 
respect, done at your own risk. 
The Government also issued the 

following guidance to parents and 
carers of children visiting 
playgrounds: 
¶ Wash your and your childrenôs 
hands before and after visiting. 
Take hand sanitiser with you and 
consider taking a bottle of water if 
your childrenôs hands get covered 
in mud. 

¶ Ensure your children are using 
hand sanitiser frequently. 

¶ Follow the current social distance 
guidelines when visiting and 
encourage your children likewise.  
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CǊƻƳ ϻнфр ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ όŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜύ 
 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ  
ƻǊ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴ  

ŀǘ [ŜŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 
 

aƻǾƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜΚ   
     /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜΚ 
     IƻǳǎŜ ǎŀƭŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΚ 
     .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΚ 

 

9ȄǇŜŎǝƴƎ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΚ    
     bŜŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴΚ 

 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ tŜǊƛƻŘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΥ  
ǎƭŜŜǇǎ ŦƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ 

 

¢ŜƭΥ лмпфп уоттфу 
Ŝ-ƳŀƛƭΥ ƭƻǿŜǊōŀǎǎƛōƻƴŜǎϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

¶ If the playground is busy, consider 
coming back at a later time. Talk to 
your children about this possibility 
before visiting. 

¶ Follow and adhere to all current 
government advice in addition to 
the above guidance. 
Public notices have been posted at 

the playground and at all entrances to 
this effect. A leaflet containing further 
information is also available at 
www.thelee.org.uk/playground2020. 
If you intend taking children to the 

playground, please read it before you 
set out. 

Parking in Oxford Street 
The Parish Council continues to 

receive reports of inconsiderate 
parking in Oxford Street in the 
vicinity of the allotments and 
playground, including parking 
opposite residents driveways (leaving 
them unable to enter or exit) and 
parking so close to one another on 
opposite sides of the road that the road 
is effectively blocked. 
Visitors to this area are requested: 

1. not to park in a way which would 
block resident access by parking 
across gates 

2. not to park opposite junctions 
(including that of St Maryôs Close) 
nor opposite residentsô driveways 

3. if possible, park on the left-hand 
side of the road (if travelling down 
Oxford Street towards Ballinger) 
thus giving residents room to turn 
on and off driveways 

4. not to park in a way so as to 
obstruct emergency services. 

Parish Council meetings 
The Parish Council meeting due to 

take place on 14th July was cancelled. 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 
8th September at 7:30 pm. 

VJ Day: 
15th August  
By Philip Harrison  

When you go home 

tell them of us and say, 

For your tomorrow, 

we gave our today. 

T 
hese words are featured on the 
Kohima Epitaph in North East 
India and are spoken with quiet 

dignity and solemnity at military 
memorial services. They convey what 
the military believes in: defence of our 
values, way of life, freedoms and 
rights, our tomorrows and that of 
future generations. 
Whilst many an argument and 

debate has taken place over the years 
about the various conflicts and wars in 
which the UKôs armed forces have 
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remember them. Many people in our 
community have family who were 
involved in this part of the war. It is 
because of their willingness to give 
their today that we have enjoyed a 
tomorrow. It is a time to commemorate 
and reflect on some other heroes. 

Lee Common 
School 
News 
By Claire Gresswell, 

Headteacher 

My Happy Placeé 

T 
his time I write to you from my 
Happy Place! I am sitting 
looking out across the Camel 

Valley, a stoneôs throw away from 
Rock, Daymer Bay and Polzeath in 
North Cornwall which I have visited 
every year of my life. It is calm and 
tranquil and unspeakably beautiful; it is 
where I come to heal, to take a breath 
and feel restored. It is where I come to 
remember my Dad, whose legacy of 
idyllic seaside holidays lives on. 
This year, I am taking a long, deep 

breath. Taking on the leadership of a 
school, no matter how large or small, 
is a challenge. After five weeks in the 
job, I feel like I am peeling an onion; 
layer after layer of things to do, 
problems to solve and decisions to 
make just keep revealing themselves. 
Itôs the same in every school. Whether 
you have 40 pupils in your school, or 
400, you still need rigorous policies, a 
well-designed and balanced 
curriculum and a team of well-trained, 
well-prepared practitioners. It can 
sometimes feel a little overwhelming. 
However, this onion I am peeling is 

been involved and will undoubtedly 
occur in the future, there are some 
conflicts which were critical to 
preserving our way of life. WWII was 
one such war where our democracy 
and freedoms were under serious 
threat from fascism. 
2020 is the 75th Anniversary year 

of the end of WWII. 15th August is VJ 
Day, when the UK recognises the 
official end of the war in the Far East 
against Japan. 

The men and women involved in 
this war often felt and referred to 
themselves as óThe Forgotten Armyô. 
The war in Europe, being so much 
closer to home, dominated British 
lives. The troops in India and Burma 
felt as if they were the poor relations, 
receiving insufficient or substandard 
equipment. They were fighting a 
fanatical and resourceful enemy with 
superior numbers of troops in 
dreadful, malarial jungles. 
Thousands of young men and 

women, from many nations, died or 
suffered appalling physical and mental 
injuries. The war was brought to an 
end by the use of nuclear weapons on 
the Japanese mainland at Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. It was an awful war 
with an ending that the world 
continues to live with. 
15th August is a day for us to reflect 

on the sacrifices of many and to 
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&ÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ Ǫ ,ÏÃÁÌ 

0ÁÉÎÔÅÒ Ǫ $ÅÃÏÒÁÔÏÒ 
&ÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÏÕÃÈ 

)ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒ Ǫ %ØÔÅÒÉÏÒ 
!ÌÓÏ 0ÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ -ÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅ 

&ÏÒ Á ÆÒÅÅ ÑÕÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌȡ  
ΡΣΦΫΦ ΪΨΨΪΩΥ Ⱦ ΡΩΩΤΥ ΡΣΩΡΡΧ 
ÍÉËÅÌÁËÅΦΤͽÔÁÌËÔÁÌËȢÎÅÔ 

not mine alone. Every day, I am 
surprised and touched by the amount 
of positivity and support there is for 
this school in the community. It seems 
to hold a special place in the heart of 
many people, who are slowly making 
themselves known to me. A warm 
welcome here, a helping hand there; 
the walls are positively echoing with 
encouraging words and kindness! And 
I am grateful. 
There is so much I want to achieve 

for the children of Lee Common, but I 
know I cannot do it all at once. My 
priority is, and must always be, the 
children; maintaining their physical and 
emotional well-being and laying the 
foundations for future academic 
success. In this, I return to my dadôs 
wisdom. He taught me many things 
over the years; to value education, to 
find pleasure in the written word and to 
enjoy the simple things in life. Above 
all, he would tell me time and again 
that the single, most precious gift you 
can give a child is your time. Every 
time we give our children our 
undivided time and attention, we are 
sending them an important message; 
you matter, you are worth listening to, 
what you have to tell me is interesting, 
you are good company and I enjoy 
spending time with you. This gift is 
what builds self-worth, self-esteem and 
self-confidence. This gift costs nothing. 

In planning our curriculum for 
September, my colleagues and I will 
carve out time on the busy curriculum 
to listen to the children. This 
September, more than any that has 
gone before, our pupils will need time 
to process their experiences, to 
reconnect with their friends and their 
teachers, to share their thoughts, fears, 
hopes and ideas. They will need to be 
heard. We will need to listen. I know I 
can make a Lee Common school a safe 
place. Can I make it a happy place? I 
believe so.  
If you know a child that wants to 

feel safe and happy at school, we have 
places in every year group and will 
welcome them at any point in the year. 
They will learn, they will read, they 
will play outdoors. They will receive 
our attention and they will be heard. 
Thanks Dad! 
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clean, but havenôt opened since and are 
unlikely to do so again until 2021. 
Two working days before I was 

due to start work, my company 
decided to furlough a number of non-
fee earning members of staff. As I 
write, we have had the great news that 
all those staff members placed on 
furlough will be returning to work on 
1st July. In my second week at work, 
all the directors were asked to accept a 
temporary pay reduction to protect 
jobs in the wider company. Iôm 
pleased to say that 100% of my new 
colleagues agreed to do so, but it was 
not the best introduction to the next 
phase of my career! 

No face to face contact 
On joining work, my first major 

hurdle was trying to get acquainted 
with my new team. As the head of the 
team I wanted to make a good first 
impression, but how to do this with 
everyone based at home? Over the first 
couple of weeks, I had 37 individual 
calls, mainly on Zoom, Teams, 
FaceTime or WhatsApp. In a funny 
way, I have probably got to know my 
team better on a personal level than if 
we had all been in the office. 
In my former role, I would 

occasionally work from home if I had 
a report to write or a dense legal 
document to read, so the current 
situation being wholly homebound is 
very strange to me. Most people are 
adapting well to the circumstances, 
aided by our excellent IT systems ï I 
donôt know how we would have coped 
even five years ago. Two obvious 
drawbacks from the current working 
arrangements are that we are all 
missing the spontaneous conversations 
with colleagues around the water 
cooler / coffee machine and Zoom 
calls donôt work well if you want to 

Living 
through 
the 
lockdown 
By Graeme Rutter  

Working from home 

I 
 find myself in an unusual situation. 
For a number of reasons, I have 
been employed, but at home, for the 

last seven months. In many ways I feel 
like a pioneer of self-isolation. 
I resigned from my former 

employer back in October and after a 
month of handover I was asked to 
spend the remainder of my six-month 
notice period ñin the gardenò. By April 
I was certainly ready to return to the 
office atmosphere and very excited to 
be beginning a new and challenging 
role. Two and a half months into my 
new job, Iôm still to set foot in the 
office and I have only met three of my 
team of 38 in person. 
Although Iôve worked in the fund 

management industry for the last 16 
years, Iôm a chartered surveyor by 
background, and my new job in the 
West End has brought me back closer 
to the world of bricks and mortar. Of 
course, I was looking forward to the 
commute from Great Missenden into 
Marylebone station, and then a 
relatively short walk to my new 
offices to the north of Oxford Street. 
Little did I know... 

Office was closed 
Unfortunately, my new employer 

had to close their offices a week before 
I was due to start due to a confirmed 
Covid-19 infection at work. The 
offices underwent a thorough deep 
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have interactive sessions. Zoom 
fatigue has begun to set in. 

A positive note 
One side effect of working from 

home and home schooling for my 
three boys is that we are definitely 
spending more money at the 
supermarket each week. However, 
one benefit of being at home is that 
my vegetable patch and greenhouse 
have had lots of care and attention 
and we are well stocked for home-
grown lettuce, cucumbers, courgettes 
and strawberries. 
I feel so lucky to live here in the 

beautiful Chilterns, and I have walked 
miles across the fields in recent weeks, 
but many of my team are less 
fortunate. One initiative we have 
introduced at work to keep people 
connected is óCoffee Rouletteô. Each 
week we get assigned a group of three 
or four colleagues at random and we 
ómeetô for a virtual coffee to talk and 
catch up. It is a simple idea, but it has 
been a really effective way to make 
sure that people feel a sense of 
belonging and maintains a tight bond 
within the team. 

Longer term effects 
Looking forward, I do think that 

Covid-19 will have a profound effect 
for those of us who work in offices. I 
suspect that there will be less business-
related travel, which may not be good 
in terms of forming new client 
relationships, but will have a beneficial 
impact regarding greater efficiency, 
reduced costs and positive benefits for 
the environment. 
Iôm cautiously optimistic about the 

future and the opportunities that may 
arise in the real estate world, but I 
expect a few more bumps in the road 
(a common feature for residents of 
The Lee) over the coming months. 

 

hƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ мǎǘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
 

IŀǊŜǿƻƻŘ 5ƻǿƴǎ DƻƭŦ /ƭǳō 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ  

 

 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿƻƳŜƴǎƎƻƭŦŘŀȅΦŎƻƳκ 
 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǝƳŜ ǎƭƻǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ 

ŦǊƻƳΥ млΦолŀƳ ƻǊ сǇƳ 

!ǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƭƭ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘǿƻ ŦǊŜŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ 

9ŀŎƘ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜƴ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ 

bƻ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ 

!ƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŎŀƪŜǎ 

tǊƛȊŜǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƴ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴǎ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǾƛŜ LƴƎΣ 

ƻǳǊ [ŀŘȅ DƻƭŦ tǊƻ 

LŦ ȅƻǳΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘΣ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀ 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ 
ǿƻƳŜƴǎƎƻƭŦŘŀȅϪƘŘƎŎΦŎƻΦǳƪ ƻǊ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳō {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ς aŀǧ 
aŀȅŬŜƭŘ ƻƴ лмпфп тснмуп 

  

https://womensgolfday.com/
about:blank
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Services in 
August 
St John the Baptist, The Lee 

S 
adly we have no news at the 
moment on the appointment of a 
new vicar for the four churches 

of The Lee, Cholesbury, St Leonards 
and Hawridge. 
We are always available via 

churchall4@gmail.com with messages 
for any of the churches being passed 
on to the appropriate person. 
Several local churches provide 

online services; for example, St 
Maryôs Wendover has a service each 
Sunday at 11:00 am on Zoom,  details 
are at https://stmaryswendover.org/. St 
Peter and St Paul Great Missenden 
stream a service on Facebook each 
Sunday at 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 6:00 
pm, details can be found at 
https://www.missendenchurch.org.uk/  
Contacts: Parish Administrator: 

Joanne Evans (07811 094416) 
Churchwardens: Trevor Pearce 
(01494 837601) and Mike Sherratt 
(07597 158269). Verger: Bill Pearce 
(01494 785191). Treasurer: David 
Stephenson (01494 867617). 

The Lee Old Church 
On Sunday 5th July, at 8:00 am, a 

Service of Holy Communion was held 
in the Old Church. Ian Ogilvy took 
the service, and through careful 
arrangement of the chairs and use of 
sanitisers, we were able to ensure the 
safety of all who attended. Only Ian 
Ogilvy was able to take the 
Communion Wine, and wafers were 
available to be taken by any 
individual wishing to do so from the 
paten. A small step forward, but a 
significant one. 

The next such service will be 
Sunday 2nd August at 8:00 am. 

Lee Common Methodist 
Following the Governmentôs 

announcement, we are going through 
the Checklist and Risk Assessment 
sent to us by our governing body and 
we hope to reopen the Church in 
September to a limited extent. We also 
hope to provide further details in the 
September issue of the newsletter. 
Contact: Marian Tomkins (01494 

837479). 

St Maryôs Ballinger 
St. Maryôs is open all the time for 

private prayer and reflection. Please 
sanitise your hands on entering and 
again when leaving (we have provided 
bottles near the door) and observe social 
distancing in accordance with 
government guidelines. Chairs have 
been set out in the main body of the 
church and all other areas either covered 
or closed off. The book stall is still 
unavailable at the moment. It is a small 
beginning though and lovely to know 
that the building can be used again. 
We have heard back from the HS2 

panel with regard to our application to 
completely restore St. Maryôs. Whilst 
they have rejected our initial 
document, they have recommended 
that we reapply. We will look to 
having another go next year. 
Vivienne Davis can supply you 

with jams and chutneys. Please contact 
her on 891312 if you are interested. 
Whilst we are unable to fundraise 

at the present time and as our usual 
services are suspended we would like 
to invite you to consider giving some 
small amount towards the upkeep of 
this little building on a regular basis. 
Please contact Anne Ellis (01494 
837247) or Maggi Cameron 
(maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk). 



15 

  The Lee Flower Show 2020 
At Home 
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