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From the Editor
By Phil Harrison
t has been a long, long year. A
year many will want to forget and
move on. However, it was a year
when many of us discovered the
wonders of nature, our wonderful
countryside, the walks and footpaths
we didn’t know existed. It was a year
when we spoke more to neighbours
and strangers in the community than
we have ever done before. A year
when we discovered the kindness in
people and when we learnt new skills,
whether they were how to use Zoom,
Skype or Facetime, the joy of reading
or finding new films and programmes
via the myriad of channels at our
fingertips. As we come to the last
month let us come together and see it
off in style.
We understand that negotiations
have taken place to persuade Santa
Claus to make room in his busy
schedule to visit us. More details can
be found on page 14.
Let it also be a Bright-Lee in
December (page 11), a Neighbour-Lee
Christmas (page 13), Joyful-Lee on
Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm on the
Green (page 11), and a Tree-mendousLee outside The Shop (page 12).
During November we heard the
sad news of Geoffrey Palmer’s death.
There are some lovely tributes and
reminiscences on pages 5 to 7.
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Finally, on behalf of the
Newsletter team, whilst 2020 has been
a difficult and strange year, we wish
you and your loved ones a Happy
Christmas and may 2021 be happier,
healthier and much more fun.
Normally there are 10 editions of
the Newsletter each year with no
editions in January and August. 2020
saw a special August edition and we
plan to open 2021 with a special
January edition, edited by Colin Sully.
Please send your letters, comments and
articles to theleenewsletter@gmail.com
by 12th December.

Your Letters
The Lee Forum 2020

To the Editor
In these locked down times, keeping in
touch with friends and neighbours
becomes ever more important. A
number of activities are happening in
December, with any last-minute changes
or cancellations being posted on The
Lee Forum 2020. If you are not
already registered, then now is the
time. The forum is around 600
members strong and buzzing with
news and information.
If anyone would like to sign up who
has not done so, the first step is to
complete the application form available
at https://www.thelee.org.uk/new-user/
If you’ve completed the form but
are stuck, or need help with
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completing the form, please do get in
touch with Colin Sully or myself by
emailing admin@thelee.org.uk and
we’d be happy to help.
Ruth Fowler
Swan Bottom

To Bless the Space
Between Us
To the Editor
During ‘lockdown 2’, I came across this
poem by John O’Donohue from his
work “To Bless the Space Between Us”,
which resonated with me and I want to
share with the readers of the newsletter.
This is the time to be slow
Lie low to the wall
Until the bitter weather passes
Try as best as you can, not to let
The wire brush of doubt
Scrape from your heart
All sense of yourself
And your hesitant light
If you remain generous
Time will come good
And you will find your feet
Again in fresh pastures of promise
Where the air will be kind
And blushed with beginning
Ann Ash
Lee Common

School places : September 2021
To the Editor
As the Autumn term draws to a close, I
would like to remind parents that they
have until January 15th to apply for
their school place for September 2021.
Lee Common CE School still has
places in Reception. Please encourage
your friends and family to get in touch

and request a virtual tour and meeting
with me.
Claire Gresswell
Headteacher, Lee Common School

Not the Newsletter Dinner

To the Editor
Another casualty of the virus, we are sad
to say, is The Lee Newsletter Dinner,
traditionally held in early December
We did consider a Zoom-based ‘Not
the Newsletter Dinner’, but in the end
decided to defer any event until next
year. Look out on the Forum,
however, for the also traditional Leebased quiz, normally a part of the
dinner. No prizes, just something to
challenge the family over the season and
the smug satisfaction of knowing it all!
Meanwhile, our thanks to everyone
who has made this another successful
year for the Newsletter – advertisers,
distributors, contributors and of course
the editorial team.
Colin Sully
Swan Bottom

Who is responsible?

To the Editor
The stretch of Kings Lane from
Hunts Green to the top end of
Rushmoor Wood is being used
constantly by HS2 traffic of enormous
size and weight carrying diggers,
cranes, platforms and huge tractors
totally unsuited for a lane that was
designed for the horse and cart
hundreds of years ago.
The lane in parts is only 10 ft wide
resulting in the collapse of the verges
and disintegration of the tarmac which
is only one inch thick designed for
lightweight local traffic.
Many meetings were held with
HS2 and assurances, I understand,
given that this lane would not be used
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by construction traffic: so my question
is, does anyone know why this
outrageous incursion onto a narrow
country lane is happening at all?
Who is supposed to be supervising
such works on behalf of local
residents? Why has this been allowed
to happen?
Yesterday, for example, while
walking our dog up the lane to inspect
the arbitrary felling of a perfectly
healthy 300 hundred year old oak by
HS2 contractors [see page 27], I was
met by a grotesque lorry and trailer
with wheels in deep mud along the
verge. The vehicle was too wide for
the lane to cope, leaving a trail of
degradation.
Who is expected to pick up the bill
for the repairs?

Scary-Lee
By Ana Brown

I

love Halloween. I love the
ghouls and ghosts, the witches
and the goblins, the pumpkins,
the scary sights and sounds. Last year

Mervyn’s

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services
Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.

Rutting on Kings Lane

Many Newsletter readers will, I
am sure, be interested to know what
will happen on these narrow lanes
when the digging starts in earnest next
year!
With deep sorrow.
John and Anita Andrews
Hunts Green

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.
Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.
For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com
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Welcome to a scary world of witches

The Salem Witches of Lee Common

we had a ‘body’ in the pond outside
our house, this year even more bodies
based on the theme of the trials of the
Salem Witches.

Great Missenden
Supported Living
A warm, friendly, house for the
elderly, in the picturesque centre of
the village.
Come and take a look to see for
yourself and have a chat with
Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager)
Tel: 01494 865026
or email for a brochure
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website
www.abbeyfield.com

We had a Halloween garden on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights for
both young and older with a window
projector showing a fun singing witch
suitable for little ones to watch from 5:00
pm to 7:00 pm and then a scene with
ghosts more suited to slightly older ages.
Gallows, spiders’ webs, a skull with
glowing red eyes and a witch watching
over the gallows with three bodies
swaying in the wind. In addition, there
was a rope with treat bags pegged on for
Halloween night only.

All scary fun!
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Geoffrey Palmer
1927 – 2020

By Phil Harrison
n 5th November we heard the
sad news that Geoffrey
Palmer, long-time resident of
The Lee, had died.

O

Geoffrey started out as an
accountant, following in the steps of
his father, after having been in the
Royal Marines during his national
service. The move into acting came
when he gave up accountancy and
became an unpaid assistant stage
manager at Croydon’s Grand Theatre
and then toured in repertory before
moving into television in 1955. In
December 2004 he was awarded an
OBE for services to drama.
As well as a well-documented
acting career Geoffrey was a part of
our community for many years.
Essentially a private person who gave
very few interviews he is remembered
with great affection in The Lee.

Friendship and fishing
His death has been widely
reported on TV, radio and the
national press as he was a well-loved,
well-known actor having starred in
many TV sitcoms (Butterflies, The
Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin and
As Time Goes By), TV programmes
(Dr Who, The Avengers, The Saint,
Gideon’s Way & The Baron), the
theatre (West of Suez and Private
Lives), and in films (A Fish Called
Wanda, The Madness of King
George, Clockwise and Tomorrow
Never Dies).
As the BBC said in their obituary
“with a hangdog expression and
lugubrious delivery, Geoffrey Palmer
was one the best-known actors of his
generation.” The Guardian described
his
performances
as
“perfect
portrayals
of
male
emotional
incompetence”.
He explained his expression
simply as “I’m not grumpy, I just look
this way”.

Bill Baxter remembers “I literally
bumped into Geoffrey over 20 years
ago when I was cantering my horse,
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Duke, along Strawberry Hill, not
totally in control. I apologised for my
behaviour and introduced myself as
his new neighbour. Geoffrey was a
little short at first, but we ended up
swopping pleasantries ambling home
at a somewhat slower pace. He was to
become a very dear friend, along with
his wife Sally, over the coming years.
We enjoyed much in common, a
passion for angling, particularly
salmon fishing, beer, horse racing and
supporting
Arsenal.
Sally
had
encouraged Geoff to take up fishing as
part of his retirement and he took to it
like a duck to water.
Fiona and I were lucky enough to
spend several trips with them, mainly
in Scotland, fishing either the Tweed
or his favourite river, the Oykle. We
always caught a few, but the great
pleasure was the banter and the gentle
chat over a pint at the end of the day.
Even though Geoffrey was a
household name and a nation’s
favourite, to us he was just Geoffrey.
A thoroughly delightful, generous and
amusing man who would brighten up
any room he entered. I know he loved
The Lee and its goings on. He would
often reminisce about the laughs at the
Cock and Rabbit and all the local
characters. He will be sorely missed
by many from all walks of life, but for
Fiona and I, the Oykle and the Tweed
will never ever be the same.”

getting away to do some fly-fishing as
often as possible.
He always took great interest in
local matters and was very happy to
give his time to local fund raising – a
good example being the time he
invited several of his actor friends,
including Dame Judi Dench, to
perform with him at a Simon Weston
charity event in the village. On
another occasion he appeared in a
pantomime performance as ‘The
White Rabbit’ at Ballinger Memorial
Hall, together with my wife Glenys as
‘Princess Diva’.

Campaigner and contributor
Tony Rigby told us that he “got to
know him quite well over the
years. He loved The Lee with some
passion and was deeply troubled by
the prospect of HS2. Indeed, it may
have been one of the key motivators in
his move away from The Lee.
When not working he enjoyed
relaxing in the village, gardening and

‘The White Rabbit’ with ‘Princess Diva’

When I asked him if he would do a
voice-over for The Lee Millennium
Video he agreed without hesitation,
even though I had warned him that the
film was a somewhat amateur
production! An edited version is now
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available on DVD from Shop at The
Lee (see page 17). Fortunately I have
retained all of Geoffrey’s contribution
– a local memorial perhaps.
Finally, I should mention that
Glenys and I both, separately and at
various times, had the pleasure of
commuting by train to London with
Geoffrey. These journeys were never
dull as he had a wonderful ability ‘to
put the world right’. I think his likely
comments on the handling of the Covid
crisis would not have been printable!”

The ‘Sausage Doctor’

Zoe Berkeley writes, “I was
saddened to read of the passing of
Geoffrey Palmer. Admittedly I hadn’t
known until now that he was ‘a local’
and I’m not going to be someone even
close to appropriate, or knowledgeable
enough, to tell you about his career and
achievements, even though I’m aware
there are many. This is because to me,
he was and always will be ‘The
Sausage Doctor’.
This was probably one of
Geoffrey’s ‘lesser known’ roles, I mean
let’s face it you won’t have known it
existed under this title until now?! This
was my take as a child on his role as a
doctor in the Fawlty Towers episode
The Kipper and the Corpse. Despite the
chaos in the hotel, Dr Price (Geoffrey
Palmer) is extremely passionate about
his sausages throughout. He demands
sausages for his breakfast to a
bumbling Manuel who tells him ‘It’s
finish, bye bye.’ He angrily snaps back
at him ‘I’m a doctor and I want my
sausages’ before chasing him around
the table. Basil Fawlty then appears
and pokes Manuel in the eye and tells
him his sausages will be ready in just a
couple of minutes as the doctor looks
on shocked.
My grandfather, Ballard Berkeley,
played Major Gowan in Fawlty Towers,

Zoe and her grandfather,
Ballard Berkeley

so this series was a huge part of my
childhood. I lost my grandfather when I
was five, so watching Fawlty Towers
on VHS was the way I got to see him
and remember him. But my most
memorable of all the episodes was The
Kipper and the Corpse and from age
five upwards every time I saw Geoffrey
Palmer on the television, even to this
day, I would say ‘it’s the Sausage
Doctor’. I even sent a text to my 75
year old dad when I saw the news and
said ‘The sausage doctor has died’ to
which he responded ‘I know, so sad, he
was a really lovely actor.’”

Mike Lake
Friendly & Local

Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance
For a free quotation please call:
01494 866873 / 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net
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Bridge too far?
By Judy Hart et al
hen we played this hand, N-S
had several game options,
but is a slam an option?

W

♠2
♥J8763
♦98
♣KJ985

♠ A K J 10 8 5
♥ K Q 10
♦QJ5
♣2
♠Q9764
♥942
♦ 10 3
♣A76
♠3
♥A5
♦AK7642
♣ Q 10 4 3

Dealer: South
Vulnerability: Both
At our table the bidding started:
S
W
N
E
1♦
p
2♠*
p
3♦
p
?
* forcing and showing long spades.
How would you bid on? See page 29.

Lockdown Lee
- a reflection
By Zoe Berkeley
020 – the year we all stayed
home. The year we learnt that
it’s ok to stay home, to sit still,
to want to feel safe. The year we
appreciated the small things, and we
became closer to our neighbours who
many of us relied on even more for
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support. The year we came together,
appropriately distanced, on the streets
to clap the NHS, we checked in on
each other, we made even more of an
effort to chat and take time whilst out
on our walks. We reached out, we
went the extra mile for our neighbours
if we were able, and we got to know
each other better.
Despite living here now for three
years I still don’t know that many
villagers. The weekly NHS clap was a
chance for me to get to know some of
them better. We stood together and
sang together, and I talked to some of
them for the first time. On my birthday
in May during the height of lockdown,
one of my neighbours knocked on my
door and presented me with a beautiful
bunch of flowers. I was so incredibly
touched by this.

Unfamiliar territory

I live alone, and I’m a nurse, two
things making lockdown just that little
bit harder. For me there hasn’t been a
lockdown as many of you will know it,
because nurse life carries on. The extra
pressures at work and living in an
unsettling world, and coming home
alone without the opportunity to
debrief with someone else, has been
hard at times. Lockdown meant I
didn’t see my family and friends
either, so my work colleagues became
my family and friends. I’m lucky to
say that often my neighbours did too.
As a born and bred Londoner, this kind
of neighbourly spirit isn’t something
that’s too familiar to me, but it’s
something I have come to love and
appreciate greatly in living here.
The beauty we have on our doorsteps
makes the fresh air and the daily outdoor
exercise even more pleasurable and
seeing some of you along the way
always brightens up my day.

Remembrance
Sunday 2020

Pilates
@HOME

By Colin Sully

’FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’
1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and
convenience of your own home
Mat Pilates for all abilities
Improves posture, flexibility,
core strength, muscle tone
and sports performance
Individuals [or small groups of up to 4]

R

emembrance Sunday was a
little different this year, with
no services in the parish
churches, confusing guidelines from
Government as to what was and
wasn’t permitted, no singing, no
bugler, and changes in ‘policy’ being
made right up to the last minute. In the
event St John the Baptist Church, with
a little help from their friends,
organised a moving and fitting
ceremony on The Lee Green.
Even though the Scouts and others
were unable to attend because of
Covid restrictions, around 60 local
residents arrived at the green for 11:00
am and spread themselves out, all
appropriately socially distanced.
The brief Service of Remembrance
included prayers and readings by Revd
Sally Moring, the Calling of the
Names, read by Jon Swain, the Ode of
Remembrance, read by Trevor Pearce,
the Last Post (played over a speaker

Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for
Beginner, Intermediate and
Advanced Levels
“In ten sessions you will feel the difference,
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30
you will have a whole new body”
… Joseph Pilates
If you are interested or require further
information please contact:

Karen on 07790 081670

Email:
info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
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system by Geoff Hartley), two minutes
silence and the laying of wreaths.
In Fromelles, the mayor, JeanGabriel Masson, Veronique Hocedez
and others of “Les Amis de The Lee”
also remembered the men of The Lee
in a moving ceremony. John Ford laid
a wreath at The Lee memorial on
behalf of the residents of Fromelles.

brought an added poignancy and
serenity to the occasion.

A few quiet moments for
remembrance and reflection in
difficult times. I reflected on one of
Rupert
Brooke’s
poems:
1914 Part IV.

A wreath laid at Fromelles on behalf of
‘Les Amis de The Lee’

It has been a difficult year for
remembrance and mourning in general,
as those who have lost loved ones will
vouch. The quietness of this misty
autumn morning (with no aeroplanes
and little traffic) and the stillness of the
socially
distanced
participants
stretching across the green, somehow

These hearts were woven of human
joys and cares,
Washed marvellously with sorrow,
swift to mirth.
The years had given them kindness.
Dawn was theirs,
And sunset, and the colours of the
earth.
These had seen movement, and
heard music; known
Slumber and waking; loved; gone
proudly friended;
Felt the quick stir of wonder; sat
alone;
Touched flowers and furs and
cheeks. All this is ended.

The LeeWay – Your
Village Support Team
If you have difficulty getting to your
doctor or the hospital, doing your
shopping or would like a home visit and
a friendly chat, then please ring:

07845 029500
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 12
noon. Please give us reasonable notice of
your requirement to help us organise it.

Window at St Marys, Ballinger
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Special thanks go to Revd Sally
Moring, Trevor and Linda Pearce, Jon
Swain, Geoff Hartley and the StewartLiberty family for organising and
allowing the event on The Lee Green
at such short notice.

Joyful-Lee
By your Roving Reporter
here will be carol music on The
Green on Thursday 24th
December at 4:00 pm.
Social distancing, group sizes,
mixing of households and face masks
may all be order of the day but that
won’t be known until nearer the time.
Updated
information
will
be
available on The Lee Forum 2020.
Sign up now if you aren’t one of the
600 already registered.
Whilst we may not be able to sing
carols, the music will be provided by
Geoff Hartley and, subject to
restrictions, the Cock and Rabbit will
be serving reasonably priced mince
pies and mulled wine at this time.

T

Bright-Lee in
December
By the Editor
he time has come to “defiantly
thumb our noses at the Covid19 virus” as so eloquently put
by Symeon (see page 20). Time to
celebrate and time to share. Of course,
we should follow all the guidance and
safety measures relating to Covid but
we should also only allow them to
suppress the virus, not us.
Let us make The Lee community a
place of bright cheery Christmas lights

T

outside our houses. Let’s go overboard
for a change and make the villages a
pleasure to drive or walk through.
Let’s give our young the chance to
smile with joy and wonder, and the
older generation the chance to groan
and grimace at the excess.
A grand ‘switch-on’ is hoped for
across the community, on Saturday 5th
December, and keep them burning
brightly until 5th January.

Heart of oak

Richard
Stewart-Liberty
has
agreed that the oak tree in the Green
can be lit up with Christmas lights.
Solutions for how best to do this are
being developed, as we go to press,
with the aim of having a centre display
looking bright and Christmassy. The
Shop at The Lee have very generously
offered a contribution towards the cost
of the lights.

KINGSHILL

CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Chilterns
Airports
London
01494 868699

Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk

12

Tree-mendous- Comfort and
Lee
joy…
By your Roving Reporter
hristmas trees symbolise so
much for us at this time of
year. Outside the Shop at The
Lee there will be a special tree this
year, decorated with the help of the
pupils at Lee Common School with
their own especially designed baubles
and messages of love and hope.
The Christmas tree will also provide a point of focus for a Food Bank
collection, where we can all help
those in need during this difficult
time. Please be generous.
Items for the Food Bank can be
purchased at The Shop or simply
dropped off when you are passing. All
donations are going to those in need.

C

SHORT-TERM
RENTALS
From £295 per week (all inclusive)

Self-catering holiday
or temporary accommodation
at Lee Common
Moving house?
Completion dates don’t coincide?
House sale falls through?
Builders outstaying their welcome?

Expecting Visitors?
Need extra accommodation?
Self-contained Period Property:
sleeps four guests

Tel: 01494 837798
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk

By Claire Gresswell
t is hard to believe that the Autumn
Term is nearly over, and I am
almost a third of the way through
my first year as Headteacher at Lee
Common CE School. It has been a
challenging year in which to start the
role and in addition to worrying about
the safety of the children, the staff and
of course my own family, I often find
myself like Eeyore, in a bit of a
gloomy patch, dwelling on all the
things we cannot do in school. The
ongoing restrictions relating to Covid19 and the second lockdown continue
to limit all our lives. It is such a shame
that we cannot share life in school with
our community. We can’t have parents
and visitors in the building; we can’t
go on school outings or take part in
competitions; we can’t sing in
assemblies
or
give
public
performances; and worst of all, we
can’t hug!

I

Finding the joy

Luckily, I have the privilege of
working with very young children and
they never fail to help me find the joy.
Take the three-year-old who found it
so hard to separate from his parents for
the first two weeks of term and who
now skips through the gate with a
smile. See the five-year-old, who
couldn’t grip a pencil, now writing a
sentence and reading it back. Watch
the seven-year-olds design and build a
boat out of a variety of junk modelling
materials which they have tested for
their waterproof properties. They have
since asked me for a paddling pool in
which to launch it!
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Policies and paperwork aside, my
days are filled with happy sights and
care-free sounds. I see the two nursery
children walking crab-like on their
way to the office, the class register
held fairly and squarely between them,
tightly clutched by tiny fists, the
responsibility weighing heavy on their
shoulders. I hear two superheroes in
Reception proclaiming their superpowers and declaring their mission
accomplished. I watch the Year 1 boy
cutting out his crocodile, sticking it
onto its freshly crafted swamp habitat
and proudly christening it ‘Chompy’.
I never tire of hearing the endless
questions and the imparting of very
important facts: “Mrs Gresswell did
you know that my dad is five years
younger than my mum?”
“Mrs
Gresswell watch me, I can click my
fingers.” “Mrs Gresswell, can you
hop?” And the skipping! Is there
anything more cheerful than seeing a
child skip when they could just walk?

Engage and inspire

So, instead of dwelling on what
can’t be done, I am reminded of what
we can do. We can greet our children
at the gate every day with a warm
smile. We can welcome them in and
settle them down, giving them
interesting and important things to do.
We can engage and inspire them in
their learning and distract them from
the worries of the wider world. And,
as the festive season draws near, we
can make our Christmas cards, design
baubles for the village tree and join
our neighbours in lighting up our
windows. We can give our children
the comfort of a familiar and
consistent routine and keep things as
near-normal for them as we can.
And in return, they give us joy!

Neighbour-Lee
kindness
By the Editor
f we are allowed to mix two
households with up to six people, as
we were before the 2nd lockdown,
and your household on Christmas Day
will have less than six people, then why
not make it up to the six for Xmas
lunch by inviting someone in the village
who may be on their own or simply a
couple to join you?
No doubt there will be some
people concerned about the virus
won’t want to do this. An alternative
may be to offer them a cooked meal
delivered to their home.
Make Christmas different and
special for others as the season of
goodwill approaches.

I
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Arriving at
Platform One

O

dette is in the Pantry at Great
Missenden station making
Biscotti, Limoncello biscuits
and Bachi di Dama, under the label ‘Oh
La La Odette’. They make lovely little
gifts along with Panettone from Italy, as
do the soap and cosmetics derived from
olive oil from Spain. Lebkuchen and
other seasonal delights
arrived
in November: all special seasonal gifts.
All these things can be found on
Instagram at www.instagram.com/
thepantryonplatform1 and can be
ordered and delivered within three
miles for an additional 50p. We will
be at the end of the ‘phone 07718
317418 ready for your orders. We can
also parcel and send wrapped gifts
farther afield through the UPS service
which collects daily from us
On a more mundane level we have
Heygates flour, Dinton Farm eggs,
local honey, homemade jams, chutneys
and mincemeat.
Of course, Kingshill Taxis is still
running a taxi service... and we have
the best coffee in town!

MARTIN THE MILKMAN
Refrigerated delivery of fresh
milk, dairy produce, bread,
eggs, fruit juices and more.
To place an order call
01442 833944
PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES

Santa Claus is
coming to town
By The Fairy Godmother
o Ho Ho! Following extensive
negotiations with Santa Claus
and his elves, he has agreed to
visit us on his Christmas Sleigh. Santa
will be in Oxford St at 5:00 pm on
Thursday 17th and then move on to
The Lee Green around 5:30 pm.

H

Members of Chesham Rotary Club
are planning to escort him with
buckets for donations to local
charities. Please be generous.

Art4Lee
By Ruth Fowler
’m delighted to say that we now
have enough people to make
Art4Lee a viable proposition, so
it’s all systems go!
Planning will start in earnest in the
new year, but I’m still very interested
in hearing from anyone else who would
like to join the dozen or so exhibitors
who have been in touch so far. Because
this will be held in individual gardens
there’s no limit to the number of
exhibitors, nor the range of exhibits.
If you’d like to join this illustrious
group,
please
email
me
at
ruth.fowler7@gmail.com or give me a
call on 837438.

I
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Services in
December

P

lans for church services will be
subject
to
Government
guidelines at the time the
services are due to be held. Please keep
an eye on The Lee Forum for up-todate news nearer the time.

St Marys, Ballinger
Please contact Anne Ellis to book a place
January 2021

St John the Baptist, The Lee

We are always available via
churchall4@gmail.com with messages
for any of the churches being passed
on to the appropriate person.

Contacts: Parish Administrator:
Joanne Evans (07811 094416).
Churchwardens: Trevor Pearce (01494
837601) and Mike Sherratt (07597
158269). Verger: Bill Pearce (01494
785191).
Treasurer:
David
Stephenson (01494 867617).

The Lee Old Church

Anyone is welcome to any of the
above and hopefully combining all
these ideas will give people a choice
of venue and location, in Ballinger,
The Lee and Great Missenden.
Also,
in
lieu
of
the
annual ‘Lighting-up Ballinger’, which
would traditionally have been on
Sunday 6th December at 5:00 pm, we
instead invite all householders to
decorate their hedges and then have
their own individual celebration in the
front of their driveways, as was done
for VE Day back in May.

Thoughts for Advent
Lee Common Methodist
As numbers are limited due to the
Covid regulations, please telephone
Gerald or Marian Tomkins on 01494
837479 if you would like to
attend. Masks will have to be worn
and two metres social distancing
maintained. Sadly, we will not be
allowed to sing but we hope to listen
to some hymns.

By Revd Nigel Wright of the
Methodist Church
“The people walking in darkness
have
seen
a
great
light;
on those living in the land of deep
darkness a light has dawned.”
(Isaiah 9:2)
There is a saying that “hope is like
a bird that senses the dawn and starts
to sing while it is still dark”, probably
based, I imagine, on a famous quote
by Rabindranath Tagore about faith,
meaning that the bird trusts that dawn
is coming and so sings anyway.
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Advent, a time of waiting and
preparation both for the celebration of
the birth of Jesus and his second
coming, brings us hope. No matter
how dark or fearful or hopeless things
may seem around us, Advent reminds
us that God is still there and is in
control. Later on, in Isaiah 9, at verse
6, we hear the words “For to us a child
is born, to us a son is given”, a
prophecy which Christians believe
was fulfilled in the arrival of Jesus
Christ, who was born in the midst of
dark times.

‘A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF
THE LEE’ - DVD
Narrated by
Geoffrey Palmer

From darkness springs hope

At the time of writing in the
middle of a second period of
lockdown, it might well feel as if we
too are in the middle of some dark
times, with concerns about health and
employment. Many have been cut off
from physical contact with friends and
family (although those with internet
access have found services such as
Zoom invaluable), we don’t know how
we might be able to celebrate
Christmas this year, and over this past
year our lives have been very different
from usual.
But in the midst of this, though,
we see flickers of God’s light shining
in the darkness. Those who have
sacrificed their time to support others,
those key workers who have risked
their own well-being and those, such
as Marcus Rashford, who have stood
up for the need of children in poverty
to be fed during the school holidays.
Perhaps one of the most iconic
figures of the past year has been
Captain Tom, who was a real source
of inspiration while raising millions
of pounds for charity, walking 100
laps of his garden by his 100 th
birthday on 30 th April.

A recollection of events and people
in the village at the start of this
millennium, filmed from July 1999 to
June 2000. The DVD is an edited
version of ‘The Lee Millennium
Video’ which was issued on VHS tape
at the end of the year 2000. Run
time has been reduced but all events
have been retained.
Flower Show, Fete, Midsomer
Murders, School Plays, Shows, Cricket,
Old Church, New Church, Suppers,
Dinners, Dances, People, Animals,
Seasons, Parties etc, etc…
See yourselves as you were and others
sadly no longer with us. Possibly you
were in a school nativity play, but now?

DVD available from
‘Shop at The Lee’
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1st Lee
Common
Scout
Group
By Chris Nevill,
Group Scout Leader
eptember
2019
saw the start of our 50th
Anniversary offering scouting in
Lee Common. We started the
celebrations with a party and activity
weekend opening our doors to
members and leaders from years gone
by. It was great to catch up with old
friends and reflect on what has been
an amazing journey.
From March this year with Covid19 restrictions in place we found
ourselves only able to offer scouting in
a virtual capacity with no face-to-face
meetings. During October the Scout
section managed three outdoor
meetings only to be stopped again
with the November lockdown. Let us
hope this changes soon and we get
back to offer Scouting in the
environment we all relish.
However, this period has given us
the opportunity to make some
changes to our facilities. We have
relaid our entrance drive in block
paving raising the levels to allowed
disabled access directly into the hall.
We have also redesigned our
washrooms with this in mind.

S

Tom Brockett, our Scout Leader
has decided to stand down this autumn
from his role with us after twelve
years at the helm to focus on his other
Scouting roles at District level. Tom
joined us as a Beaver Scout and

remained through his youth in all three
sections. Following this he trained and
supported the Scout section leadership
team until the Scout Leader role
became vacant. He accepted the
challenge and with support from his
team has continued to grow the section
to where it stands today. We have over
30 members continuing their Scouting
with us. We really appreciate the time,
effort and energy Tom has given us. I
must acknowledge the support Rick
Brockett has given Tom remaining at
his side throughout.
Enzo D’Alessandro from Hunts
Green has been appointed as our new
Scout Leader. We welcome him to the
leadership team and I’m sure you will
join me in wishing him the best of
luck in his new role.
We are asking you to consider the
opportunity to join our team in any of
our three sections and open new doors
for both yourself and our members.
Maybe you are finding yourself
working from home more, with less
commuting, and would enjoy the
challenge to offer something in the
community. Having time with your
own child in something new and
enjoyable away from schooling and
normal family life can be amazing.
Being part of a team that really can
make a difference to other children’s

19
lives and wellbeing is incredibly
rewarding. Yes, there is a commitment
and training, but the support is there,
and much is done at your pace and
often from your own home.
I have always believed the most
valuable thing you can give any child
is your time, I know this is echoed by
our leaders both past and present.
Please consider this opportunity to
join us and really make a difference.
In the meantime, stay safe! Enjoy
the festive period and let’s keep our
spirits up for a prosperous 2021. Our
contact details are on page 31.

My Scout Life
By Tom Brockett
Editor’s note: Tom has written an
article of his time in the scouts and the
impact it had on him. The article has
been spread over two editions of the
newsletter.
ear AD 2020. What a
memorable year this will be
for many reasons nationally
and locally. What with the Brexit
story, the Covid story and the HS2
story, the year has more cliff-hangers
than EastEnders on a Friday night.
Closer to home, and on a Scouting
subject, some of you may have heard I
have decided to hang up my woggle at
1st Lee Common Scout group after 12
years as Scout Leader.
I look back with pride at what has
been achieved in steering the Scout
section since 2008. The increase in
confidence it has given me and the life
skills it has taught me over my tenure
have been significant.
My Scout life first started as a
chubby six year old tagging along with
my dad on Scout summer camps. Quite
naturally I went through the Beaver
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Tom Brockett

section with Elise Nevill (Chris’s wife)
as my Beaver Leader and Pat Chinnery
helping her. Then I progressed to Cubs
and Scouts at Lee Common. Chris
Nevill was my Scout leader. Lee
Common Scout group was very much in
my blood and will always be.
I took the path to becoming a young
leader and helping within the Scout
section at the age of 16 /17. My college
life took hold between 2005 – 2007,
during which time I eased off my
Scouting adventures to concentrate on
studying Countryside Management at
Berkshire College of Agriculture. By the
end of 2007 I was back helping in the
Scout section as a leader.
As Steve Burrows had finished his
tenure in 2007, there was a year when
various assistant Scout leaders were in
charge. I still remember the night Chris
asked if I would be interested in taking
the helm as Scout Leader. Not knowing
what I was walking into I said yes. What
an adventure it has been – the proof
being the grey hairs I now have!! I
wouldn’t change it for anything as I
really have enjoyed every moment. Yes,
there have been hard moments, but those
times have really developed me
personally and made me stronger.
[More next issue. Ed]
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Award
Winning-Lee
By Symeon Economou
he unfailingly cheerful and
selfless support by so many
Shop volunteers in these
uncertain times never fails to amaze
me. Apart from the obvious increased
risk, and despite the fact that some of
the essential social atmosphere has
gone, they continue to keep it going
with typical British Bulldog resolve.
I am therefore pleased to report
that this has been recognised by the
Chesham and Villages Community
Board with a Highly Commended
Local Community Impact Award for
the response to the Coronavirus
crisis in Buckinghamshire. Every
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single person involved should feel
very proud.
As I write we have just started our
second lockdown. I have been touched
by messages of continuing support from
volunteers, some of whom pulled away
the first time – all of whom are now
continuing their work in the shop.
Needless to say, we will continue to
keep stocked and open as before.

Quick-thinking

Of course, this lockdown threatened
to cancel our traditional Christmas Food
and Gift Market – however, thanks to
the tremendous hard work by Katie and
her team it was held at short notice on
the last day before lockdown. At least
half of the stock was snapped up –
which means, of course the other half is
still available in the shop. In addition,
and for the first time, most of the stock is
now available to order online by going
to www.thelee.org.uk/shop.
Also available now is our usual
offer to take the strain out of much of
your festive food shopping. Hard copy
packs of order sheets for meat,
poultry, bread, pastries, fruit and veg,
dairy and more, all from local
suppliers, are now available. Your
order will be collated and packed and
will be available for collection from
the Parish Hall on Christmas Eve – we
will also deliver to those who are not
able to come to the shop. This year
you can also order online by going to
www.thelee.org.uk/shop and clicking
on the link on the home page.

Planning ahead

Sally Knowles with the
Community Impact Award

November saw the launch of the
Shop at The Lee 2021 Calendar
featuring local artists in a handy easy
to use format. (Incidentally, the 2022
Shop at The Lee Calendar will be
devoted to photographs by amateur
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photographers of life and the
countryside through the seasons – so
get snapping now!)
By Christmas we should have
completed quite a major (for us)
shop facelift. This will include new
more energy efficient units including
a large food chiller which will give
us the opportunity to stock a few
more deli items.
Finally, with a bit of help from the
more creative volunteers, we plan to
give the shop a festive feel and we
will also co-ordinate with the other
initiatives by the Newsletter to
defiantly thumb our noses at the
Covid-19 virus.

Last minute
Christmas
shop!
By Katie Michaelson-Yeates
n a Wednesday, hours before
the second lockdown, the shop
held their Christmas event in
the Parish Hall. Hard working
volunteers opened so many boxes of
food, gifts and adornments, then
beautifully placed them on the tables.
Chris Field came along with her
pretty decorations, plants and
flowers.
Last minute invitation
emails were sent, the forum and
Facebook updated, the Christmas
Food and Gift Market was open.
The loyal community came out to
buy, with careful distancing, masks,
bucket loads of sanitizer and attendee
forms complete: the event was a
great success.
Thank
you
everyone
for
supporting Shop at The Lee.

O

Shop at The Lee – Christmas Food
and Gift Market

Cromar
Carpets Ltd
Carpets, Vinyl and
Wood Flooring
Supplied and Fitted
9-11 Station Approach
Great Missenden
01494 862125
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Chiltern Ridges
By County Cllr Patricia Birchley
hank you to everyone who has
supported a neighbour or friend
during the latest lockdown.
Lockdown this time was very
different with schools and parks open,
two people being able to meet
together outside, and medical visits
possible. The Chesham Community
Board has made £2,000 available to
Chesham Help for Coronavirus, and
funding is available to benefit local
activities. You are welcome to follow
our next online meeting on 3rd
December when our focus will be the
after effects of Covid-19, such as
employment and mental health issues.
Jane O’Grady, Bucks Director of
Public Health, has just published her
annual report which tells us that over
50% of adults are overweight or obese,
and the gap is widening in terms of
deprivation. Most of us are pretty
active in the villages and ‘Moving
Medicine’ promotes good health,
reducing
bone
fractures
and
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depression; we are amongst the best in
terms of longevity. 100 years ago, life
expectancy was 55 for men and 60 for
women! Infectious diseases took a huge
toll as there were no plumbed toilets or
sewerage systems in rural areas and
contaminated drinking water caused a
lot of illness in Buckinghamshire.

The impact of HS2

During the last two months there
have been several meetings with HS2,
specifically to talk about traffic
movements on local roads. Like Colin
Sully, Jane MacBean and I are
especially concerned at present about
HS2’s over-reliance on the A413, the
repercussions of rat-running and the
use of roads that were never designed
for the construction of such a vast
infrastructure project. HS2 trucks will
be travelling north through Deep Mill
railway bridge to 11 compounds and
work sites. These sites are complex
with just one Victorian bridge to
access them. We will do our very best
to prevent rat running through the
villages and ensure that the needs of
local schools, businesses and residents
are recognised by the contractors.

Repairing the roads

Transport for Buckinghamshire has
just published its plans for next year’s
resurfacing programme, and I am
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pleased to say that a section of
Chesham Lane, which I have pressed
for, from Cogdells Lane to west of
Arrewig Lane will be repaired. The
edges have been poor for a long while
and this work is overdue.
I wish everyone a very Happy
Christmas and successful 2021.
Hopefully a vaccine will be available
in the New Year and whilst we are not
in the vanguard of coronavirus, we
want our lives back! Please let me
know if I can take up your concerns
with officers at County Hall:
patricia.birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
or 07714 704017.

Giving-Lee
By Ali Siddle
or the past five years I have
been involved in an initiative,
in conjunction with members of
Buckinghamshire Council, to provide
gifts for Looked After Children and
Children in Crisis across the county.
Year on year, the success of this
project has grown, with businesses,
organisations and voluntary groups
across the county helping to support
the appeal.
Unfortunately, however, as we
reflected on another successful
campaign in January, Covid-19 was
just beginning to take hold and has
since gone on to affect billions of
people’s
lives
around
the
world. Sadly, in our county the
divisions between the richest and the
poorest are stark, and Covid-19 has
pushed many more vulnerable
families in our area to crisis point. The
Social Care team are seeing this firsthand though the support they are
providing to those children and
families they work with, where
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2019 appeal group

financial difficulties, unemployment,
domestic violence and mental health
issues are all increasing. Unfortunately,
this also means that this year the
number of families we are looking to
provide support to is higher than ever.
With the added challenge of
offices being closed, a new nationwide
lockdown and the need to minimise
non-essential journeys, logistically
speaking this year is also more

Quality Building &
Renovation Projects
Based locally, PVE Construction are
well known for providing high quality
work throughout the Chilterns and
surrounding areas.
We specialise in both residential and
commercial projects offering a wide
range of services from individual
home improvements to complete
new build management.
Call us on 07771 863880 or visit us
at www.pveconstruction.co.uk

Professional Reliable Trusted
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challenging than ever! Our local
community has been fantastic in
supporting my efforts for the past few
years and whilst I will be still
collecting toys and gifts for those
children who might otherwise not
receive a gift this Christmas in the
usual way, I would also like to
encourage you to donate via this
JustGiving link and help us to spread a
little joy this festive period.
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
buckinghamshirecouncilchristmasappe
al2020?utm_term=xD2GjPzQn
Gifts will go directly to the most
vulnerable children and young people
so gifts should be new, unused and
suitable for boys or girls from 0-20.
Teenagers are often the group we
receive the fewest donations for so a
focus on suitable gifts for this age
group would be appreciated.
All the money raised, and donated
presents will go directly to children
and young people in Buckinghamshire
who really need our support. So
please, if you can, help us to make
Christmas a little happier for those
less fortunate this year.

The Lee Parish
Council news
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk

2021 – looking ahead

W

e have recently had a
resignation from the Parish
Council. Marcus Dobbs only
recently joined the council, but we
thank him for his services over the
period he has been with us.
As the main election for the
parish council is now less than six
months away, The Lee Parish
Council has decided not to fill the

‘casual vacancy’ that has been
created by the resignation in the
short-term, either through a byelection or through co-option.
As a result, we already know that
there will be a need for at least one
new councillor at the May 2021
election. If you think you might be
interested in becoming a parish
councillor and would like to find out
more about what is involved before
then,
please
contact
me
at
clerk@thelee.org.uk
You might also want to sit in on a
parish council meeting in the New
Year to get an indication of the work
and commitment required. The parish
council meets next on the evening of
12th January and then on 9th March.

Fix my street

May I remind residents that the
quickest way to report any problems
on the highways is to go to
Buckinghamshire Council’s website
at: /fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/. At
the time of writing there are many
reports on the website of issues in the
parish, which include blocked drains,
various potholes, a large ‘dip’ in the
road on Red Lion Hill, dangerous
parking, fly-tipping, a burnt-out car,
and a dangerous overhanging tree.
The website enables you to report
the exact location, give a description
of the problem and its impact, and, if
available, upload photographs.
By using the website, the
information gets more quickly to the
appropriate council department.

The Lee website and forum

The parish council is planning to
migrate The Lee website and Forum
onto a new, more cost-effective
platform early in the new year. From a
user’s perspective nothing should
change, and service should remain
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unaffected, except for a short
downtime on the day of transfer. We
will announce the actual day / time of
transfer on the forum nearer the time.
[See next article for other updates on
the Forum. Ed]

Dogs… again

It should not be necessary to keep
repeating this, but if you walk your
dog through the allotments /
playground area between Oxford
Street and Cherry Tree Lane – keep it
on a lead and pick up the poo!

Basketball net

Following discussions with the
Parish Hall committee, it has been
agreed that it is preferable for a
replacement basketball net to be
owned and managed by the Parish
Hall, rather than by the parish council.
The council will be making a grant to
the parish hall to be used for the
purchase of a new stand and net.

Light yourself up for winter!

May we also remind residents that
if you go out walking at night, wear
something bright and take a torch.
There have been a number of near
misses recently, with motorists failing
to spot pedestrians on the road.
Finally, on behalf of The Lee Parish
Council, I wish a Merry (as it can be)
Christmas to all residents. Stay safe.

Forum Freda
By Ruth Fowler
reda sometimes sounds like a
broken record, repeatedly asking
people not to post publicly
messages that are intended for a single
recipient. Huge thanks go to everyone
who is now adding their contact details
for private replies, and to those that
contact them privately rather than
posting messages that simply say
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“Thank you” and which are
subsequently emailed to several
hundred people. A few are still
slipping through the net – without
wishing to appear xenophobic they are
predominantly from forum members
in South Heath – and they are
generally followed up with a private
email from the forum admin team to
remind them of best forum practice.
To help with forum use, here are a
couple of recent queries from the
postbag about specific aspects of
posting messages.

Delay in posting

Dear Forum Freda: Whenever I post a
new message, there is a long delay after
I hit Submit before the post is added.
Dear User: The forum developers
have identified two areas to which
changes could be made in order to
speed up the response time, but
unfortunately we don’t have an

Shop at The Lee

For all your daily needs
A community shop, financed and
run by the village; the shop lies at
the heart of the parish.
Current opening hours

(subject to change):
Mondays to Fridays: 8.00 a.m. until 4.00 p.m.
Weekends: 8.00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.
Tel: 01494 837195
shop@thelee.org.uk
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estimated date for when these changes
will be available. Meanwhile, please
don't hit the Submit button again, as
this just results in your post being
created multiple times.
Bear with us, we do recognise the
issue and thank you for your patience
while we try to get it resolved.

Photographic uploads

Dear Forum Freda: I’ve been having
difficulties uploading photographs to
the forum, what is going wrong?
Dear User: Whilst I don’t know the
specific reasons in your case, one thing
to be aware of is that we have a
maximum size of 2mb per photo, and a
maximum of five photos per post.
Pictures taken on phones are often
much larger than that limit, so you
would need to reduce the size before
trying to upload it. There are various
ways you can do this:
• if you email the picture to yourself,
you’ll be given the option to attach a
smaller version than the original; if
you then save the picture attached to
the mail it should now be small
enough to upload
• if you are using a Windows PC, you
can use the Paint app to resize the
picture (I find setting it to 25% of the
original size usually works)
• on an iPhone you can resize a photo
in the Photos app, but only if you are
cropping it at the same time
• you can download a resizing app such
as Image Size or Compress Photos
Hope this helps!
Don’t forget that answers to
various questions can be found on the
Common Problems page of the website
at https://www.thelee.org.uk/commonproblems/. If you need some specific
advice,
please
email
admin@thelee.org.uk giving details of
the problem.

HS2 update
By Colin Sully, The Lee Parish Council

EnablingstWorks
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n 1 October, Fusion JV
started the next batch of so
called ‘enabling work’ in the
Grim’s Ditch area, accessing it from
Kings Lane. This work was supposed
to be limited to archaeological
investigation, fencing and ecological
translocations and completed by
January 2021.

Archaeological digs near Grim’s Ditch
(Photo courtesy of Don Stone)

The work immediately caused
traffic problems on Frith Hill, Potter
Row, Kings Lane, Bowood Lane,
Rocky Lane and Chesham Lane,
exacerbated at times by other unrelated
road closures in the area. More
recently, the work has been extended
and
intensified
(without
any
notification) to include ‘devegetation’ –
their term for taking down trees and
hedges – and the road has become
much busier with cars, vans and HGVs.
This has resulted in a whole series
of complaints being lodged, by
residents and by the Parish Council,
with HS2 Ltd, with Fusion JV, with
Buckinghamshire
Council,
with
Cheryl Gillan MP and, through her, to
the Minister.
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Jones Hill Wood

The felled oak, off Kings Lane

At the time of writing no
satisfactory explanation of the increase
in works being accessed via Kings
Lane has been given, (although a
verbal apology has been received that
the devegetation work was not
included in the original works notice);
nor has any clear reason been given for
the felling of the large oak, off Kings
Lane. The only response so far is that
these works, and the use of Kings Lane
to access it, are considered by the
contractor to be “within scope” and
that the large oak had to come down to
“enable Main Works access”.
This phase of ‘enabling work’ was
due to be completed in January 2021
(and the area and road restored). This
now seems unlikely.
Further work to start cutting down
the trees at Jones Hill Wood, relocating
the soil and planting new trees in the
area was also mooted, using these same
roads. The Parish Council wrote to
Buckinghamshire Council, HS2 Ltd
and the contractors protesting that
these lanes are totally unsuitable for
this sort of work and, in any case, such
work is clearly not ‘enabling’ at all, but
is ‘construction’ and should be carried
out using the approved construction
routes, not hill-top lanes.
We await also a response on these
important issues.

At the time of writing, there are no
protesters on HS2 safeguarded land in
the wood, although a protester camp
remains nearby. A number of
organisations have written to HS2 Ltd
regarding protected bat species in the
wood and the way contractors’ actions
may be damaging or destroying their
habitats. HS2 Ltd has suggested that
protesters’ actions have also been
contributing to this problem. HS2 are
conducting further ecological surveys
and will then seek to obtain the
necessary licenses for tree felling.

Engagement with the project

As well as monthly meetings with
other
local
parishes
and
Buckinghamshire Council, The Lee
parish councillors are now also
meeting (online) fortnightly with the
local Fusion Community Engagement
TIM SIMMONS IS

THE VERMINATOR
Pest control services

ALL
INSECTS
FOXES
RABBITS
AND ANTS

WASPS
GLIS-GLIS
SQUIRREL
RATS MICE
MOLES

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY

07734 649305
WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM
COMING BACK
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Little Missenden because of issues
concerning access off the A413. The
project proposes introducing a
(temporary) roundabout on the A413
near Little Missenden and claims its
modelling of traffic flows indicates
“no significant impact on A413
journey times”, once it is built. This is
crucial in determining its impact on
local communities at Little Missenden
and in Hyde Heath.
Digger at work near Grim’s Ditch
(Photo courtesy of Don Stone)

Manager. Notwithstanding the poor
communication described above, it had
been proving a useful way of keeping
local dialogue open and we hope in
due course to develop a similar
engagement with EKFB, the main civil
works contractor in this area.
Assuming the project continues, it will
be important to try to develop some
sort of trust and understanding at the
local level. In recent years this seems
to have become more difficult.

Traffic Management Plan

Local County and Parish Cllrs
have finally seen a copy of the Local
Traffic Management Plan (187 pages
of it). We have collated our
comments and sent them to the
contractors. The document is felt by
local Cllrs to be inadequate in a
number of important respects – in
particular in the assessment of the
impact on local minor roads, schools
and other community activities – and
we are seeking further engagement
on these issues.

Amersham / Little
Missenden vent shafts

The proposals for these ventilation
shafts are also proving controversial –
Amersham because of the headhouse
design (which has been negatively
received in the local community) and

Forward plans

As we move into 2021, we will see
a significant increase in HS2 activity
locally. The Parish Council remains
committed to securing the best
mitigation possible for our community,
although it does seem at times that all
the cards are with HS2 Ltd and their
contractors. Even Buckinghamshire
Council, who have some powers of
veto, appear at the moment to be
reluctant to exercise them.
If you have HS2-related issues you
would like to have raised with the
contractors, you can contact the parish
clerk at clerk@thelee.org.uk or on
07704 909324. You should also lodge
any complaints with HS2 Enquiries by
telephoning 08081 434 434 or visit
www.hs2.org.uk/how-to-complain.

Autumn-Lee
By Zoe Berkeley
utumn has long been my
favourite time of year, but
autumn in The Lee takes
autumn, for me, to that next level of
magical. As a stubborn Taurean who
doesn’t like change, autumn helps me to
embrace change, it’s the one time when
change can be observed as a beautiful
process. All the green and the last
reminders of a now distant summer die
out, the falling leaves are almost the last
wave goodbye. Loss like this usually

A
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evokes grief, but really this time of year
is shedding the year gone by and
although winter is tough and dark and
cold and gloomy, I think this year the
shedding comes easier because it’s been
difficult for us all. We know that life
starts over, the green will return, new
life will bloom from the bare branches,
but for now we should all enjoy
Autumn dressed up in all its golden
glory, the richest of all the seasons.

Days of autumn

During the first weekend in
November, I experienced two very
different walks around the village, the
unpredictability of autumn making itself
known. I ventured out into the woods on
a sunny Saturday, the air was crisp, the
sunshine warmed my cheeks, everything
highlighted by sun rays. I looked up in
wonder at the trees reaching up to the
sky, dressed in leaves in shades of rust,
wine and gold. The green of the thriving
holly and ivy getting ready for its
seasonal moment to shine, providing the
backdrop for the array of colour. I met a
pair of dog walkers on my travels, our
paths crossed more than once. This is
because I didn’t really know where I was
going, I was simply wandering. They
assumed I was an ‘out of towner’ and not
a firm and proud villager. I told them on
a day as beautiful as this I didn’t mind
being lost all day.
Sunday, I stayed cosy at home. I
reluctantly took myself out for some
‘fresh air’ as the sun was setting. This
reluctance soon turned to gratitude. The
sun of yesterday was nowhere to be
seen, instead it was dull, gloomy and
very damp, yet too warm for the big
jumper I was wearing. It was still a
typically autumn day, but so different
from yesterday’s typical autumn day! I
saw all the colour in a different light,
touched by the blue darkness of dusk
and a foggy haze. But this time of day

gave me a different kind of magic. The
golden lights through the windows of
the village. Seeing the people cosy
inside in the safety of their own
lockdown, wondering about their stories
and hoping that they are all coping ok.

Bridge too far?
At our table, the bidding ended in 5♠.
S
1♦
3♦
4♠
5♥*
p

W
p
p
p
p
p

N
2♠*
3♠
4NT
5♠

E
p
p
p
p

* RKCB
However, if North supports
diamonds, then a small slam in
diamonds is biddable, makes and
achieves a higher score.

J Brown Funeral Services
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA
01494 727474 (24 hours)
A truly independent family funeral directors
Bespoke and traditional services
Private chapels of rest
Pre-paid funeral plans
Off street client parking
Home visits

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk

Recommended by
The Good Funeral Guide
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The fastest way to let everyone in the
Parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by
the 12th of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

December
Please check The Lee Forum in case
of any last minute changes and
cancellations due to Covid.
Thursday 3rd. The Arts Society
Ballinger. The Field of the Cloth of
Gold. Jo Mabutt. Online.
Friday 4th. Liberty: the Bucks man.
Online: see November Newsletter.

Pippa Hart
Photography

Saturday 5th. The Lee Christmas
Lights switched on. See page 11.
Thursday 17th. 5:00 pm. Santa Claus
Sleigh in Oxford St, Lee Common and
The Lee Green in support of Chesham
Rotary. See page 14.
Thursday 17th. The Arts Society
Ballinger. The Queen of Instruments:
The Lute within Old Masters Paintings.
Adam Busiakiewicz.. Online.
Thursday 24th. 4:00 pm Carols on
The Green with (hopefully) Mulled
Wine and Mince Pies from The Cock
and Rabbit. See page 11.

Cancelled
Ballinger Horticultural Society will
not be holding any meetings until next
year. Please check the website for all
up to date details ballingerhort.co.uk

January 2021

Tuesday 12th. The Lee Parish Council
Meeting. 7:30 pm. Probably online.
See page 24.

Directory of
local contacts

Natural & Informal
Black &White
Portraits
01494 837340
www.pippahart.com

Ballinger Horticultural Society
Chairperson: Katherine Hersee
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com
Membership Secretary:
jennywooding@btconnect.com
Ballinger War Memorial Hall
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379
Ballinger Evening WI
Contact: Frankie Little, 837659
frankie.little@btinternet.com
Lee Common C of E School
School office, 837267
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
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Lee Common Methodist Church
Marian Tomkins, 837479
Lee Common Scouts
Group Scout Leader, Chris
Nevill. 864881
gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk
Scouts, Enzo D’Alessandro;
scouts@1stleecommon.co.uk
Beavers, Karen Bruton;
beavers@1stleecommon.co.uk
Cubs, James Bruton;
cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk
Shop at The Lee
Symeon Economou, 837195
shop@thelee.org.uk
St John the Baptist Church
See centre pages.
St Mary’s Ballinger
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com
Tennis Court @ Parish Hall
Bookings: Pippa Hart 07785 323232
(ideally WhatsApp)
The Arts Society Ballinger
Chair: Lesley Wickham, 865480
ballinger@theartssociety.org
The Lee Cricket Club
www.theleecc.org.uk
Secretary: Mike Harris
07788 345555
The Lee Flower Show
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450
The Lee Newsletter
theleenewsletter@gmail.com
The Lee Old Church Trust
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501
The Lee Parish Council
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 07704 909324
clerk@thelee.org.uk
www.thelee.org.uk/pc
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529
The Lee Parish Hall Committee
Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796
Pippa Hart, 837340
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237
The LeeWay
Contact: 07845 029500

The Newsletter

T

he Lee Newsletter is published 10
times a year and distributed free to
all households in the parish… and
a little beyond. The views expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Editor.
We welcome letters and articles of
interest and relevance to The Lee.
Copy should be sent to the Editor of
the month (see page 2) by the 12 th of
the month before publication.
Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically withheld. Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.
To advertise or place an insert,
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377
by the 12th of the previous month.
If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten
on
837450
or
email
battenjonathan@hotmail.com.
For queries regarding distribution
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382.
Other members of the Editorial
team: Peter Archer, Zoe Berkeley,
Ruth Fowler, Phil Harrison, Liz
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller and
Colin Sully.
Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham.
01494 778053.

To book the Parish Hall
or Scout Hut
’phone Anne Barnett on 837796
Rates

9 am - 1 pm
6 pm 2 pm - 6 pm
midnight
Mon - Fri
£30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr
Sat/Sun
£12/hr
£70
Bank Holiday £12/hr
£70
Car park only
£10
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall)

Sales & Lettings
64 High Street Great Missenden
Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN
Tel: 01494 890990
email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk
www.jeremyswan.co.uk

