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appear to have been effective. (Hope I 
am not tempting providence). The 
values and principles by which he lived 
are such as to have set an example 
worthy of reflection and application. 

In her own way, Dame Cheryl 
Gillan applied many of these to her 
role as our MP. Her sense of duty, 
hard work and tenacity with HS2 are 
to be applauded. 

On a very local note, as a 
community we also have had the good 
fortune to have somebody with a great 
sense of the common good, duty to his 
neighbours, improving our environment 
and facilities and bonding us together. 
All done with a gentle but firm hand, a 
touch of humour and a great deal of 
conviction. I am, of course, talking 
about Barnaby Usborne. 

As a tribute to Barnaby, the centre 
section is devoted to him. We have 
received a number of poignant, 
amusing and personal observations of 
his finger in the pies of our community. 
The editorial committee decided that it 
was appropriate and fitting that we 
recognise his life in this way.  

Please send your contributions for 
next month’s edition to the editor,  
Liz Macann, by 12th May, at 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com  

PS The April edition contained 
two, not three, April Fool stories: the 
‘Artificial black hole to further reduce 
HS2 journey times’ and the ‘H2O 
update’. The feedback request re 
parking in the allotments was genuine. 
See page 28. 

From the Editor 
By Phil Harrison 

W 
e are in a period of very 
mixed emotions and seasons. 
The hospitality industry 

opened their outdoor spaces on a day in 
mid-April when there was snow. We 
are seeing the vaccination programme 
reach into the 30s and 40s age brackets 
and new haircuts and hair colour are 
being celebrated. 

HS2 has run into some local 
difficulty with planning permissions 
being withheld at council level. 

There is a new vicar at St John the 
Baptist, Revd Chris Haywood and his 
wife Georgie, to welcome.  

The end of an era has been reached 
with the death of HRH Prince Philip 
Duke of Edinburgh and closer to home 
we have mourned the loss of some of 
our neighbours and also our long 
serving MP. 

The death of Prince Philip has been 
widely reported across the media and 
the world. His impact and 
achievements are well documented. In 
the villages we are frequently reminded 
of him by the numerous DofE award 
participants seeking to find their way 
stations and overnight stops. The weary 
trudge of a string of young people 
burdened with huge backpacks is a 
familiar sight. The trail of litter and 
debris is generally less frequent 
nowadays as the schools’ and the 
community’s previous efforts to stop it 

mailto:theleenewsletter@gmail.com
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Your letters 
Kindness in abundance 
To the Editor 

Many people in the village will know 
that I fell on some ice in January and 
as a result had a long stay in hospital. 

Alan and I would like to say a 
heartfelt thank you for all the help and 
assistance so many people in our 
lovely village gave us. 

Thank you especially to Katherine 
and Ian, our neighbours, for helping 
me into their home, calling the 
ambulance and taking care of me 
whilst we waited for them to arrive.  

We cannot thank you all enough 
for your kindness with the gifts of 
puzzle books and magazines to help 
with the boredom of being in hospital; 
the food parcels that were delivered or 
left on the doorstep and not forgetting 
the many cards and numerous phone 
calls not only from the village but even 
from the USA. 

I spent my 86th birthday and 66th 
wedding anniversary in hospital. Whilst 
not the way I would have chosen to 
spend these two special occasions, I was 
overwhelmed by the number of cards 
and gifts that found their way to my 
bedside and to Alan at home. The care 
and generosity of the people in our 
village is something I will treasure. 
Thank you all so very much.  

I am pleased to say I am back 
home now and am looking forward to 
seeing you all again when next out 
walking Phoenix, hopefully soon. 
Janet Joyner 
Lee Common 

Inspired 
To the Editor 
Last month’s edition arrived just after 
schools reopened and I was inspired 
by the article by Claire Gresswell, our 
new headteacher.  

It was a tough year and it will have 
an effect going forward, however 
Claire’s comment “I worry more about 
the impact of this very loud and 
negative narrative” (in the media) 
resonated with me. She then went on 
to highlight what the different 
elements within the school had done to 
overcome the difficulties. 

How refreshing it was to look back 
on 2020 through her eyes and celebrate 
what the school, its pupils, staff and 
parents have achieved and what’s 
more, developed unexpected building 
blocks for the children’s future. 

Our children will absorb the 
attitudes they live amongst and are 
highly likely to become the products of 
whatever that is. If this is an example 
of how my granddaughter, who may 
one day be a pupil at the school, will 
be guided in a few years’ time, I will 
feel she is in the right place 
Liz Macann 
Lee Common 

Litter and fly tipping 
To the Editor 

On behalf of all residents, may I 
express our thanks once again to the 
magnificent band of litter pickers who 
ventured out in April to clean up The 
Lee lanes. 

We also send our thanks to those 
who regularly walk-the-walk with bin 

 

The LeeWay – Your 
Village Support Team 

If you have difficulty getting to your 
doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 
a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 07845 029500 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 12 
noon. Please give us reasonable notice of 
your requirement to help us organise it. 
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 bags in their hands. Your efforts are 
much appreciated. 

On a similar note, fly-tipping can 
best and most quickly be reported to 
Buckinghamshire Council on the Fix-
my-Street website which can be found 
at https://fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/  

I’ve just been on to check that the 
tipping on Chartridge Lane has been 
reported. It has. Hopefully it will be 
gone by the time you read this. 
Colin Sully 
Swan Bottom  

Multitasking 
youngsters 
By the Editor 

F 
ollowing an appeal for 
volunteers to assist in the 
distribution of the newsletter 

each month, I am pleased to report that 
we had a splendid response. 

This included two young 
volunteers who combined their 
delivery duties with a litter pick along 
the route. 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

 

Quality Building & 
Renovation Projects 

 

Based locally, PVE Construction are 
well known for providing high 
quality work throughout the 

Chilterns and surrounding areas.  
 

We specialise in both residential and 
commercial projects offering a wide 

range of services from individual 
home improvements to complete 

new build management. 
 

Call Phil Easeman on 07771 863880 
or visit www.pveconstruction.co.uk 

 
Professional    Reliable   Trusted 

https://fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/
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game, sharing activities, techniques 
and experiences are things you can’t 
do remotely. 

Now we can meet again face to 
face as an entire troop, and this is 
wonderful. We have already organised 
an evening hike (where the Scouts had 
to set up a route in 10 minutes and be 
back to the hut at a specific time – and 
one patrol pair managed to be back 
within 30 seconds of the agreed time!) 
and a game session involving an 
outdoor version of Lighthouse (we 
didn’t lose any Scouts in the dark). We 
could meet indoors, but we plan to stay 
outdoors for the foreseeable future. 
This is actually a great opportunity to 
allow the Scouts to connect with the 
beautiful countryside around us and to 
go back to the basics of Scouting, 
where the outdoors played such an 
important role. You will hear and see 
Scouts shouting, running, hiking, 
playing, constructing – learning to be 
prepared for the next challenge.  

What’s my line? 
Behind the jumbo 
In conversation with Kylie Mandale  
[Earlier this year Derek Pereira said 
that he wanted to write an article a 
month for the newsletter. This article 
was to be the first one. Unfortunately, 
Derek did not live long enough to 
complete any more. We have published 
this article in his memory. Ed.] 

Derek Pereira MBE moved to The 
Lee 40 years ago into one of the oldest 
cottages in the village, which he 
completely rebuilt and refurnished. 
Apparently, according to his mother, 
he was conceived there during the war. 

Derek was a flight engineer with 
British Airways, retiring in 1997. He 
was awarded the MBE for charity 

Prepared-Lee 
By Enzo D’Alessandro 

W 
ith spring has come the 
opportunity to meet again in 
person. Scouts (like 

everyone else) have missed this. So 
much of Scouting is based on learning 
by doing, via observation of and 
interaction with more experienced 
Scouts, rather than through passive 
social-media video consumption. The 
boundaries between Scouting and 
schooling start to blur when the only 
way to interact is via yet another 
Zoom session; much has been written 
about the hidden impact on children’s 
mental health of relentless screen use. 
We have been working hard to 
minimise additional screen time while 
still providing a relevant programme, 
but being able to walk in the 
countryside as a troop, playing a large 

VERMINATOR UK 

verminatoruk.com  | info@verminator.com 

FOR ALL YOUR PEST 
CONTROL NEEDS… 

 

• Wasps  
• Rats & Mice 
• Squirrels 
• All flying and 

crawling insects 
• Solar panel 

proofing against 
pigeons also 
undertaken 

THEY WON’T BE BACK 

Call Tim Simmons  
THE VERMINATOR 

07734 649305 
0808 1972 730 
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SHORT-TERM 
RENTALS 

From £295 per week (all inclusive) 
 

Self-catering holiday  
or temporary accommodation  

at Lee Common 
 

Moving house?   
     Completion dates don’t coincide? 
     House sale falls through? 
     Builders outstaying their welcome? 

 

Expecting Visitors?    
     Need extra accommodation? 

 

Self-contained Period Property:  
sleeps four guests 

 

Tel: 01494 837798 
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

work with the ‘Dreamflight’ charity 
for children. He started with the 
charity in 1986 and worked with them 
for the next 18 years. ‘Dreamflight’ 
was a charity which took children on 
the holiday of a lifetime at Disney 
World in Orlando, Florida.  

Derek was made a permanent 
resident of Disney World in recognition 
of his work with ‘Dreamflight’. He met 
the Chief of Police, who really loved 
the idea of the charity and decided to 
give the plane a police escort down the 
runway!! They also made him 
Honorary Sheriff. Derek still had the 
warrant! BA also gave him an award 
for outstanding achievement; he met the 
Queen when awarded his MBE and said 
that made him extremely proud. 

At Hatfield Polytechnic he studied 
Aeronautical Engineering. In 1970, he 
joined BOAC and started flying, 
firstly on Boeing 707s and then shortly 
after on Boeing 747s.  

The course for the 747 was hard 
and lasted four months; some failed 
but Derek says “he scraped through”. 
This was at a particularly difficult time 
for him personally as he had just lost 
his wife and son.  

The course consisted of  one week 
HF (High Frequency) training, one 

week Morse code (all the radio 
beacons are coded in Morse Code) 
and one week for a VHF (Very High 
Frequency) license. 

The 747 was originally designed 
as a front-loading military freighter 
but was later converted to a 
passenger aircraft. It was a large 
aircraft powered by four Rolls Royce 
Trent engines with seven fuel tanks 
(later models have eight) and, as a 
result, a tremendous range but 
unfortunately it was thirsty. The 747 
flew to many destinations.  

On the stand at Heathrow the flight 
management system had to be loaded. 
The plane was navigated using inertial 
navigation. Basically, you have to tell 
it where it is to start with. 

Once this was complete (and of 
course, everyone was on board), the 
aircraft was ready for pushing back. All 
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Bridge too far? 
By Liz Ford et al 

W 
hen East made a 3-level pre-
emptive bid in spades on 
this hand, it was especially 

difficult for North-South to enter the 
bidding; they were also vulnerable. 
 

♠ 10 6 3 

♥ Q J 10 6 4 

♦ 7 5  

♣ A K 2 

♠ 8               ♠ A Q J 9 7 5 4 

♥ 9 5 3            ♥ 8 

♦ A J 6            ♦ 9 8 3 2 

♣ Q J 8 7 6 4       ♣ 9  

♠ K 2 

♥ A K 7 2 

♦ K Q 10 4 

♣ 10 5 3 
 

Dealer: North 
Vulnerability: N-S 

 

The bidding started: 
 N      E     S     W 

 Pass    3♠     ? 
 
Did East-West steal the contract? See 
page 29. 

Joyful learning 
By Claire Gresswell, Headteacher 

T 
here was an excited buzz about 
the school building before 
Easter. Using funds kindly 

donated by the Lee Common School 
Association (LCSA), we hatched four 
beautiful ducklings as part of our whole 
school topic on pets and gardens. 

This was science in action. The 
children (and staff) couldn’t pass the 
incubator without listening for the 
‘peeping’ sounds from within the eggs 
and watching for the first tell-tale 

KINGSHILL 
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

Chilterns 

Airports 

London 

01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

that was needed at this stage was Air 
Traffic Control clearance and 
instructions for taxiing. 

There are three or four tracks 
across the Atlantic. All chosen by the 
airlines first thing in the morning.  

There are entry points to the 
Atlantic, but you need airways’ 
clearance to access the entry point. 
Prior to access you need Atlantic 
Crossing clearance, which is obtained 
on HF radio. Once you enter the 
Atlantic, you have to report your 
position every 45 minutes. 

On the other side New York Radio 
take over, tell you your route and also 
which runway you are going to be 
landing on. And that’s it really. 

By the time of his retirement, 
Derek had amassed some 14,000 
flying hours, which equates to some 
seven million miles. 
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cracks. We watched in awe as the 
ducklings gradually tapped their way 
into the world and slowly unfolded 
their bodies, little chests heaving from 
the effort required to break open the 
eggs. We were amazed at how quickly 
their feathers dried and how soon the 
birds were able to waddle around and 
seek out food and water. We observed 
their egg tooth, their webbed feet and 
their need to nestle together in a warm 
and cosy space. We delighted in being 
splashed as we watched the ducklings 
learn to swim and dive. The children 
learned to draw, label and annotate 
diagrams, to explain the life cycle of a 
duck and write instructions on how to 
care for a duckling. They were 
inspired to create art and poetry and 
some even invented enrichment toys to 
keep our visitors entertained. 

But this was not just about science. 
This was about enriching the 
curriculum, creating memorable and 
meaningful experiences and 
motivating the children to transition 
back into school after a very strange 
and challenging three months. The 
hatching project brought us back 
together as a community, providing a 
focus for collaborative learning and a 
constant topic of conversation. They 
taught the children about care and 
respect for nature and how other 
creatures’ needs often have to come 
before our own. Above all, those four 
fluffy, yellow beings brought joy, 
optimism and hope to the building, 
which was just what we all needed! 

PS: The eggs were provided by a 
reputable and ethical breeder who 
retained ownership of the ducks, 
returning them to the farm and their 
ongoing breeding programme.  

 
Carpets Ltd 

Carpets, Vinyl and 
Wood Flooring 

Supplied and Fitted 

9-11 Station Approach 
Great Missenden 

01494 862125 

Cromar 
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The Rt Hon 
Dame Cheryl 
Gillan CBE PC 
By the Editor 

O 
ur MP the Rt Hon Dame 
Cheryl Gillan passed away on 
Saturday 4th April. 

Dame Cheryl had been very poorly 
for some time, bearing her illness with 
great courage, and throughout her 
illness continued to serve her 
constituency with her usual tenacity, 
diligence and pride. 

This dedication as a Member of 
Parliament continued right up to her 
final days, overseeing the safe passage 
of a Private Member’s Bill though the 
Commons only a few weeks prior to 
her death. 

Dame Cheryl Gillan was first 
selected for the constituency of 
Chesham and Amersham ahead of the 
1992 General Election. 

After her election one of the very 
first duties she undertook was to come 
to The Lee Flower Show dinner and 
dance. This was at the time that the 
event was catered and she was able to 
meet with many of her constituents for 
the first time. The seating arrangements 
were such that she was next to a card-
carrying member of the Labour party. 
A lively and friendly evening ensued. 

Her final visit to Lee Common was 
last year when she came and ‘opened’ 
the reconstructed fort near the 
allotments. Here she met with some 
robust views about Brexit and HS2. 
She was always willing to engage with 
her constituents, especially when they 
held opposing views. 

Cheryl’s obvious talents were well 
recognised throughout Westminster 
and beyond. She was appointed to her 

 
 

Swan Bottom based glazing 
company specialising in 

Replacement UPVC Double 
Glazed Units 

 

Repairs to UPVC Windows & Doors 
(hinges, handles, draught seals,  

jammed sashes) 
Splashbacks/Mirrors 

Glazing Repairs 
 

24/7 Emergency ‘Board-Up’  
Call Out Service 

Tel: Macauley Hearn 01494 919015 
Mob: 0788978695 

E: Macauley@contractglaze.co.uk  
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issue to the Planning Inspectorate. 
Local councils and other community 
groups have submitted evidence in 
support of BC’s position. 

Also, in April, BC refused a 
proposal from HS2 Ltd for two full 
weekend closures of the A413 at Little 
Missenden, which would have 
involved (theoretical) diversions via 
High Wycombe. 

Local councils and other community 
groups pointed out that most of the 
diverted traffic would in fact end up rat-
running through the neighbouring 
villages. BC therefore refused the 
proposal and invited HS2 Ltd to come 
forward with alternative plans. 

A413 junction survey  
Concerned about the increasing 

dangers to traffic using the A413 
junction near the Chiltern Hospital, 
Great Missenden Parish Council is 

first of many Government positions in 
1995, culminating as Secretary of State 
for Wales (her place of birth) in 2010. 

Cheryl was held in great affection 
and highly regarded by politicians on 
all sides of the House of Commons. 
Her standing amongst Conservative 
colleagues was reflected in her 
successful election as Vice Chairman 
of the prestigious 1922 Committee. 

She was an indefatigable 
campaigner for many causes, most 
notably fighting the detrimental 
impact of HS2 and being a champion 
on all matters relating to autism. 

In 2018, in recognition of Cheryl’s 
accomplishments she was made a Dame 
Commander of the British Empire. 

Cheryl had been our MP for 29 
years. Her record as a constituency MP 
was exemplary – representing all 
residents across the political spectrum; 
no matter was too small for her. She 
and her late husband Jack who died two 
years ago made an impressive team.  

HS2 update 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

A355/A413 traffic 

L 
ocal councils remain concerned 
that a proper overall assessment 
of the impact of HS2 traffic on 

the A413 has not taken place. In April 
Buckinghamshire Council (BC) 
refused HS2’s applications for works 
approval at a number of sites along 
this transport corridor. This does not 
stop work at these sites; however, it 
does restrict the number of HGV 
movements permitted in and out of the 
sites each day. 

HS2 Ltd has appealed against 
these decisions, and the Secretary of 
State for Transport has referred the 

 
NICHOLAS JOHN 

Your local property services company 
 for internal and external works 

 

*City and Guilds qualified  
Multi-Skilled Tradesman 

* Forty-five years’ experience 
* Fully insured for your protection 
* References supplied on request 

 

Find out more at: 
www.instagram.com/nicholasjohnbatty 

 

 Mobile: 07841 395867   

 Home: 01494 863275 

 nbatty@btinternet.com 
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Lane crossings 
Having completed the crossing 

point for the internal haul road at the 
top of Leather Lane, the top part of 
Bowood Lane was closed in April to 
enable a crossing to be built there. 
This will be followed by a two-part 
closure of Rocky Lane; the first part 
from 26th April to 7th May, with the 
second part in July. 

Kings Lane 
The state of the surface and verges 

on Kings Lane has been reported to 
BC, who have accepted that remedial 
work is urgently needed. BC is in 
discussion with HS2 Ltd as to the best 
timing… and who is going to pay. 

HS2 engagement 
The Lee Parish councillors are in 

regular contact with the contractors’ 
local community engagement managers 
and meet every fortnight (online). If you 
have questions or information you 
would like us to put to them, then please 
let us know at hs2@thelee.org.uk  

Public engagement events are also 
being planned by HS2 Ltd and the 
contractors for later in the year. 

conducting a survey of views on the 
idea of a new roundabout at this 
junction. Newsletter readers are 
welcome to comment on this idea at 
www.greatmissendenpc.co.uk 

Jones Hill Wood 
Having received conditional felling 

licenses from Natural England, HS2 
Ltd began tree-felling in Jones Hill 
Wood in April. They also started 
planting young trees in nearby fields 
and planned in due course to 
translocate the ancient soil. 

Concerned about the way in which 
these licenses have been issued and by 
HS2 Ltd’s compliance with the 
conditions, legal proceedings against 
Natural England were launched in April 
by a consortium of ecology and 
woodland interest groups. By order of 
the courts, tree-felling at Jones Hill 
Wood has been discontinued, at least 
until the result of the case is determined. 

Leather Lane trees 
We reported last month that a 

minimum of 40% of the threatened 
trees on Leather Lane would now be 
retained. We await the results of 
further, more detailed reviews, due to 
be completed in April. It is hoped that 
over 50% of the trees in the affected 
section may yet be retained. 

mailto:hs2@thelee.org.uk
http://www.greatmissendenpc.co.uk
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Barnaby Usborne MBE 

D 
ied peacefully on 14th March 
2021, aged 83. He is survived 
by his beloved wife of 56 

years, Tricia, his daughters, Caroline, 
Alison, Natasha and Helen, and 13 
adored grandchildren. A memorial 
service will be arranged when 
restrictions allow. 

Reflections 
By Tricia and her daughters Caroline, 

Alison, Natasha and Helen. 
A month on and we still wait for the 

crunch on the gravel and Dad’s cheery 
“Hello” as he drops by to rummage 
through a shed or sort out a leaking tap. 
Because Dad never appeared ill, or old, 
or remotely near death. 

But we were with him at the end, 
we’ve seen the death certificate and 
we attended his funeral, so he really is 
gone. And that is the bit that is hardest 
to accept. 

It is strange that one of two of 
life’s certainties can come as a 
complete and utter surprise. But there 
we have it. 

We, and particularly my Mum, 
would like to offer our heartfelt thanks 
to everyone for their kind thoughts and 
words. The volume of cards and letters 
at Crocketts shows that Dad had found 
his way into a hundred hearts. 

The map of life 
Dad was born on 7th May 1937 at 

Windrush, the family home in Berkshire. 
He and his brother, Andrew, spent 

their first years in Birmingham. When 
the Second World War broke out, the 
family moved out of the city to 
Tanworth-in-Arden. 

Andrew recalls being woken up 
and carried out to an air raid shelter in 

the back garden under searchlights 
and the roar of fighter planes. 

Happier memories included the 
adoption of an owl called Oswald, 
who lived in a room at the back of the 
house and thrived on mice caught by 
the family cat. In time, Oswald moved 
out and a sister, Pippin, moved in. 

Both brothers went to The Downs 
in Malvern – Dad aged nine embraced 
boarding school and became head boy 
before moving on to Bryanston in 
Dorset, where he was also head boy. 

Meanwhile, the family nest 
migrated from Birmingham to a house 
called Totterdown, near Evesham, 
where Dad’s youngest sister, Joanna, 
was born. Totterdown was a name 
synonymous with fun and high jinks as 
it became the home of the wider annual 
family gathering known as Camp. 

After leaving school he was called 
up for National Service. Legend has it 
that he was destined for the catering 
corps due to his colour blindness. 
However, Dad, whose most complex 
culinary creation was (very good) 
scrambled eggs, managed to cheat the 
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test and, somewhat terrifyingly, join 
the bomb disposal team. 

In 1958, Dad moved up to 
University College, Oxford, with the 
backing of BP sponsorship. Nominally 
Dad studied engineering. In reality, he 
spent most of his time rowing on the 
Isis. It was as a member of The First 
VIII that some lifelong friendships 
were cemented. 

Dad’s friend, Allun Evans, recalls 
the occasion when Sid, captain of the 
boat club, attempted to improve the 
boat club’s relationship with the rest 
of the college by hosting a college 
regatta. Dad and Allun were tasked 
with sourcing an appropriate beverage 
to be enjoyed on the college barge and 
suggested a version of the Totterdown 
Christmas Punch recipe, which 
involved large quantities of wine and 
double the recommended dose of 
brandy. Inevitably, there were a few 
casualties and a reprimand. Dad and 
Allun, however, escaped scot free. 

In 1961, Dad started work for BP. 
After a brief period working in 
Swansea, he headed out to Oman for 
two years. 

It was at the beginning of this 
period that Dad went on a ski trip to 
Austria with his sister, Pippin. Mum, 
who was working as a nanny for a 
family in Chelsea, was on the same trip 
and had been allocated a room with 
Pippin. It was love at first sight. After 
the trip, Dad returned to the Middle 
East and Mum to London. A stack of 
letters (which Mum will never let us 
read) stand testament to the fact that 
this was no ordinary holiday romance. 

In July 1964, Mum and Dad met 
up in Malta with Dad proposing on the 
second day. 

Back in London, Dad left a note 
for his aunt, stating: “Dear Muttie. We 
need some more cornflakes. By the 
way I’ve just got engaged.” 

Mum and Dad were married on 
28th November 1964 at Chelsea Old 
Church. They moved to a flat in 
Highbury Fields, London. Caroline 
followed in October 1965 and Alison a 
year later. 

In the late 1960s the family moved 
to Northwood, Middlesex, and in 1970 
Natasha was born. There followed a 
couple of work stints in Belgium and a 
move to Loudwater in Hertfordshire. 
Helen was born in 1977. 

Above all, Dad was a family man. 
He was a wonderful father, thoughtful, 
kind and always willing to listen. He 
had phenomenal amounts of patience 
and optimism. 

In 1988, the family moved to Lee 
Common, in Buckinghamshire, and a 
new chapter began. 

After his mother’s move from 
Totterdown Dad presided over the 
sprawling, chaotic and wonderful 
family Camp from the mid-1990s to the 
present. For those who are unfamiliar 
with the institution, Camp comprises 
the descent of 80 to 100 family 
members to fields at Garden Cottage for 
three days over the August bank 
holiday weekend, armed with tents, 
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cricket balls, padder bats, fancy dress, 
fantastic food, crazy games and kippers. 

As one relative put it Dad was “the 
heart of the Usborne tribe, making 
sure problems were solved, people 
were looked after, the ailing propped 
up and the sad cheered”. He and Mum 
made the family “stronger, calmer, 
happier, kinder and fatter”. 

Dad took early retirement and 
threw himself into village life. He 
became involved with the Chiltern 
Society and became a county expert 
on kissing gates and fence posts. We 
were half impressed and half alarmed 
when, aged 70 odd, he proudly 
showed us his chainsaw certificate. 
And all those years studying 
engineering suddenly came in handy 
when he had to calculate the area of an 
egress – half the breadth of a pregnant 
lady, multiplied by the height of a full-
sized rucksack. 

Dad joined The Lee Parish Council, 
which he chaired for 10 years. He was a 
founding member of both The Lee 
Newsletter editorial team and the Parish 
Hall Committee. And undaunted by the 
closure of the village shop, Dad and 
John Fortgang, conceived and set up a 
community-run replacement – the Shop 
at The Lee – which boasts customers 
from as far afield as Australia and the 
United States. 

In 2010, Dad took up the fight 
against HS2, campaigning tirelessly 
for a tunnel extension under the 

Chilterns. For seven years the dining 
room resembled the War Cabinet 
Rooms, complete with maps, charts, 
reports and noiseless typewriters 
(otherwise known as Dad’s laptop). 
Dad may not have been victorious in 
his battle against a pointless high-
speed railway but he rallied others to 
the cause and demonstrated his 
passion for the beautiful countryside 
we live in well before the diggers 
moved in. 

In 2017, Dad received an MBE 
for services to the community. John 
Ford, the then chairman of the parish 
council, stated in his nomination 
form that what set Dad apart was the 
range of commitment – he was 
involved in nearly every voluntary 
activity in the village. 

In the last year or so, Dad traded 
his post basher (I don’t think that’s the 
technical term) for a good book, 
embracing the regular Zoom 
gatherings of The Lee Men’s Book 
Club. He was on p122 of Napoleon by 
Paul Johnson when he died. 

For about 15 years, Dad organised 
a two-week walk in the summer. Dad 
would scope out the route and family 
and friends would join him for various 
sections. He walked The Ridgeway, 
Coast to Coast, the Pembrokeshire 
Way, the South Coast Way and The 
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Highland Way, to name but a few. 
Latterly, Dad ventured further afield, 
to Ireland, The Picos de Europa, 
Austria, Mont Blanc and Tanzania. I 
have a vivid memory of Dad rubbing 
my back as I suffered the 
consequences of altitude sickness on 
the descent from Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Dad described his walks as “a 
mobile cocktail party without the 
cocktails”. It was pacing through 
glorious countryside that Dad felt at 
ease discussing politics, university, his 
time in the Middle East, BP and 
family, as well as the changeable 
weather. Perhaps the greatest thing 
about walking with Dad was the 
comfort of walking in silence. 

As most people reading this will 
know, Dad loved a map. There have 
been thousands of scraps of paper, 
adorned with Dad’s scratchy writing, 
setting out the route from A to B. In 
fact, there was one occasion where I 
was driving using the car’s built-in sat 
nav. Dad was sitting in the back seat 
holding his own plugged-in Tom Tom 

in one hand and a paper map in the 
other. If there is anything worse than 
satnav, it is stereo satnav. And if there 
is anything worse than stereo satnav, 
it is stereo satnav with a dissenting 
voice in the background. 

Two years ago, Mum and Dad 
moved just across the allotments in 
Lee Common. While the rest of the 
world shut down, they (to our 
consternation) invited in the builders 
and created a beautiful new home at 
Crocketts. Dad’s stamp is, as ever, 
apparent, and it was while 
constructing wooden covers for the 
drains that he suffered a massive 
haemorrhage, dying three days later. 

Dad’s death was so quick and so 
sudden, it is hard to comprehend. It 
will take time to sink in.  

We are so grateful for everyone’s 
kind words and thoughts and take 
comfort in the fact that Dad’s spirit 
lives on in his many projects and 
enterprises, as well as in the love he 
showed for his family. 

Who is Barnaby Usborne? 
By Pippa Hart 

I cannot remember to whom I was 
talking or what I was talking about, 
but Barnaby’s name came up a year or 
so after we moved into the village in 
the early 2000s. 

“Who is Barnaby Usborne?” I 
asked. “You MUST know Barnaby” 
came the reply. “He does everything 
in the village and you can usually find 
him at the Parish Hall!” About a week 
later I was driving into the hall and 
there was a gentleman doing some 
fencing at the entrance to the car park. 
I wound down the window and asked 
him if he was Barnaby, to which he 
replied “yes he was” and that was our 
first meeting… He was building the 
entrance fencing at the Parish Hall, 
which is still very much standing!  
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Nearly twenty years later and we 
have worked together on many small, 
medium and large village projects and 
annual events. It’s hard to imagine any 
of them without Barnaby’s presence. 
He leaves a legacy in this village of all 
that is good about community spirit 
when someone brings his lifetime of 
work, experiences and expertise which 
they channel into every nook and 
cranny of village life without once 
sounding their own trumpet. No job 
was too big or too small for Barnaby, 
whether bringing his engineering 
expertise to fighting our cause against 
HS2 in Parliament or rodding the 
drains at the Parish Hall. Barnaby was 
a man of the people and his village 
family will never forget his input and 
miss him already. 

Barnaby and the Newsletter 
By the Editorial Team 

Barnaby was part of the original 
driving force that developed The 
Newsletter some 20 years ago, which 
was created following the demise of 

the Church Magazine. On a number of 
occasions Barnaby edited the 
Newsletter, but most importantly he 
also took the time to pen many 
informative articles himself. 

Here are just a few headlines 
gleaned from back copies of the 
Newsletter. 

May 2002: He created awareness 
and the importance of the Beating of 
the Bounds along with a detailed map 
of the route. 

October 2003: Barnaby became 
Editor for the first time. 

December 2003: An investigative 
article about a sinkhole which 
appeared under a house in Oxford 
Street. This was followed two months 
later under the authorship of ‘Our Man 
in a Hard Hat’ with the news that, after 
discussion with the Structural 
Engineer, it was not a sinkhole at all 
but a ‘Solution Feature’ - a column of 
oozy clay filling a crack in the chalk.  

February 2012: A telling article 
under the title of ‘Barnaby Usborne, 
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Leader, Engineering Team’ about HS2 
tunnelling under the Chilterns.  

His contribution the to The 
Newsletter was enormous and he 
never ever missed a deadline. He will 
be greatly missed by us.  

Barnaby and The Lee 
Flower Show 
By Jonathan Batten 

As long as I can remember 
Barnaby was always on hand to help 
with The Lee Flower Show: setting up 
tables, marshalling the car parking and 
doing his stint taking money at the 
entrance gate. 

In 2004 the beer tent was 
reintroduced as a regular show 
attraction and Barnaby kindly offered 
to provide his tent for its use. 

Of course, that also involved the 
putting up and taking down of said 

tent. Those of you who helped, and 
there were many over the years, will 
testify to the considerable collective 
effort required on those occasions 
under Barnaby’s watchful eye and 
cheerful instruction. 

Whether he was an avid supporter 
of beer drinking at the show or 
whether it was just because he 
happened to have a suitable tent we’ll 
never know. 

Barnaby, my friend 
By Viv Robins 

It’s hard to know where to start 
where Barnaby is concerned. If he 
seemed to be everywhere in the 
village, it’s because he was. I first got 
to know him when I took on the 
Editorship of the (then brand new) Lee 
Newsletter in 2000. Barnaby was my 
deputy and claimed to view my 
frequent holidays with some 
trepidation as he was required to step 
into the breach. He did all things well, 
but editing an entire newsletter was 
perhaps not top of his list. 

I think knowing him in that 
capacity might have been the reason I 
was persuaded to take on the job of 
Clerk to the Parish Council, where of 
course he long reigned as Chairman, 
involving himself in local matters 
large and small and with a determined 
but always diplomatic way of getting 
things done. Everyone knew him and 
regaled him with their problems when 
he walked down the street, even long 
after he had relinquished his Parish 
Council role. On the other hand, that 
was probably because he went on to 
play a leading role in setting up the 
village Shop, and of course there was 
his work with the Chiltern Society 
over many years – if all the stiles that 
he caused to be replaced with more 
manageable gates were dedicated to 
Barnaby there would be dozens of 
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plaques all over Bucks. Then of course 
there was his tireless work in 
opposition to HS2 which even 
extended to his going to the House of 
Commons to plead our case. But 
others can write much more fully and 
knowledgeably about these phases of 
his life. 

I want to say something in closing 
though about the way in which the 
friendship with Barnaby deepened in 
the last year or so of my dad’s life. 
Because my dad did the shop 
accounts, he worked with him very 
closely and it was a ritual much 
enjoyed by both, I feel sure, whereby 
every couple of weeks Barnaby would 
come round to discuss shop-related 
matters and manage also to force 
down some sun-dried tomato bites 
(Waitrose finest) and a couple of 
glasses of sherry. In my dad’s final 
illness, he most kindly ferried us both 
to his hospital appointments and then 
when my dad became an in-patient 
frequently drove me to see him and 
also visited him independently. I seem 
to remember Dad telling me Trollope 
often figured large in these 
conversations – like my dad, Barnaby 
was a man with a well-stocked mind 
who wore his learning lightly. When 
we asked him to read a tribute at  
Dad’s funeral, he did it with just the 

right blend of gravitas and humour as 
we knew he would. 

These are all reasons why I loved 
Barnaby – I really did. I can’t believe I 
won’t see him again and that way he 
had of tilting his head and giving a 
quizzical look before speaking, 
sometimes to indicate a bit of gentle 
scepticism or even perverse resistance 
to my point of view but usually to pave 
the way for a reliably good Barnaby 
joke delivered in characteristically 
deadpan style.  

He was such a special person. The 
Lee was lucky to have him, and I was 
even luckier to count him as a friend. 

Memories of Barnaby 
By Andrew and Jacqui Burnett 

Barnaby was our neighbour, but 
not obviously so – our house in 
Oxford Street had a very long garden, 
and one of Barnaby’s fields was the 
other side of the fence at the end. And 
this was the field where he held the 
family ‘summer camp’, where the 
entire extended family met in August. 
This started with about 80 guests but 
grew to over 100 – the largest house 
party we’ve ever come across. He was 
always concerned that this would 
disturb us, but of course it never did, 
though I had to ensure that the 
weekend didn’t coincide with our 
annual bonfire! Another field the other 
side of the house was home to their 
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on the Newsletter team, where he was 
always a voice of quiet common sense. 
He will long remain in our memory. 

Recording history 
By Jenny Senior 

When remembering Barnaby’s 
omnipresence in The Lee it is difficult 
to know where to begin because he did 
so much and meant so much to so 
many people. We knew the Usbornes 
from our Northwood days when our 
children went to the same school. So, 
when we arrived in The Lee some 
twenty years later, we were delighted 
to meet them again. He was already a 
Parish Councillor, always ready to 
listen to villagers’ concerns. He worked 
tirelessly to maintain the heritage and 
character of the village while adding to 
its facilities and activities. He was a 
great supporter of local events by 
helping with their organisation 
beforehand and on the day. 

When the Millennium came along 
and the Parish Council asked for ideas 
about how to mark the occasion with 
projects which would record The Lee 

donkey; meeting the donkey is the first 
memory we have of Barnaby and Trish. 

Barnaby and Trish moved to The 
Lee, he told us, to get away from the 
M25 which was being built close to 
his home in Rickmansworth. He 
brought other members of his family 
to live close by, Margaret Chester and 
his mother Pam. 

Barnaby’s kindness was well 
known, but one incident which possibly 
was less well known was when an 
elderly neighbour was ‘persuaded’ by a 
relative to move into a care home 
against her wishes. A daring rescue 
mission was mounted, after which she 
stayed with Barnaby and Trish and they 
supported her over a lengthy period 
until she was resettled. 

The house where he and Trish 
moved to recently was of course one 
he knew well. Crocketts was for a long 
time the home of Leslie Robins, where 
Barnaby was a frequent visitor, and I 
can remember some pleasant evenings 
with both of them over (of course) a 
glass of sherry. 

Barnaby was the backbone of the 
village – his contribution is well 
known, including the Parish Council, 
the Shop, footpaths, open gardens, 
bonfire night. My own experience was 
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at the turn of the century, he 
enthusiastically supported several 
special projects: a History of a 
Hundred Years in The Lee, a video of 
The Lee through the seasons of the 
year, a Photograph Album of village 
houses with their occupants at the door 
or gate, and a Millennium Diary 
recording not only every village event 
throughout the year 2000, but also 
information about everyday life, 
transport, shopping, education, 
healthcare provision, farming, weather 
and the natural environment.  

A fifth project was a book 
recording the memories of people who 
had lived in the village for most of 
their lives. Barnaby was one of the first 
to interview and record the 
recollections of these elderly residents 
and to transcribe them. For one reason 
or another the project stalled for fifteen 
years but it is now in print, The Lee in 
Living Memory and Barnaby was one 
of the team which brought it to 
completion. He was always ready with 
wise suggestions to ensure that it 
honoured its intentions and respected 
the dignity of the contributors. There 
were arguments along the way of 
course, for example when Barnaby, 
who was always the voice of caution, 
recommended cutting out the more 
sensational revelations for fear they 
might be libellous, but he was prepared 
to concede a point when convinced, 
and the memories survive intact. 

Barnaby will leave a lasting legacy 
and will be much missed 

Pathfinder 
By Tim Hart 

In one of the early years of this 
millennium I encountered Barnaby in 
the ‘Donkey Strip’ at Kingswood. I 
was doing some work and he was out 
walking. I didn’t know Barnaby so 
well in those days, but we struck up a 

conversation – always interesting with 
Barnaby. After a few minutes Barnaby 
posed me a question “have you 
wondered why there is this footpath 
and one parallel to it down your drive 
no more than 10 yards away?” We 
had lived at Kingswood for less than 
10 years at that point and Barnaby 
was right. I had often wondered about 
this and of the prospect of changing 
the drive. 

Needless to say, Barnaby only 
posed the question because he had at 
least part of the answer. He went onto 
explain that as an ‘interest’ challenge 
for the millennium and as he was 
chairman of the Parish Council (1999-
2008) he had read the minutes of all 
the Parish Council meetings for the 
previous century!  

The issue of these footpaths was 
mentioned several times and from the 
minutes it seemed that the drive 
became marked as a footpath in error 
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over 70 years ago, but never corrected. 
Before I could ask Barnaby if it was 
possible to correct apparent map 
errors, he had volunteered to get 
extracts of the appropriate minutes and 
speak to his contacts at the Ramblers 
Association and The Chiltern Society.  

Through Barnaby’s assistance and 
support we went through the legal 
process and public enquiry of having 
the drive deleted as a footpath. I doubt 
it would have happened without 
Barnaby’s knowledge and assistance. 

Our local hero 
By Mike Senior 

Among the words that come to me 
immediately to describe Barnaby are 
thoughtful, measured, considerate, 
purposeful, hard-working, a team-
person. He was an achiever. But above 
all these personal characteristics, 
Barnaby was, first, a family man and 
second, a village stalwart. 

During the years that I lived in The 
Lee I came to know Barnaby both as a 
friend and as a colleague on several 
village projects. We didn’t always 
agree and that led to a number of lively 
discussions which we both enjoyed. It 
was always an agreeable and rewarding 
experience to work with Barnaby and I 
count myself privileged to have had 
such close contact with him. 

Of the many activities that Barnaby 
initiated and supported in The Lee I 

remember three in particular. First, the 
Parish Hall. It must be over 20 years 
ago that Barnaby called on me and 
suggested that we might do something 
to help the village Youth Club. We 
duly attended a number of meetings in 
the cold, draughty and unwelcoming 
hut. It soon became clear that, because 
no Youth Leader could be found, the 
Club would not survive. It was 
Barnaby who suggested that the hall 
should be ‘rebranded’ (his words) to 
become a Parish Hall. The rest is 
history. With the contribution of many 
villagers, the ‘rebranded’ hall did in 
fact come about. 

It was in 2001 that The Lee 
Newsletter came into being. Barnaby 
was a founder-member and soon took 
on some of the editorial duties as well 
as becoming a regular contributor. In 
the early days there were problems in 
generating enough copy to fill an 
edition. But the editorial team all 
chipped in (often with made-up names) 
and produced articles, letters, etc., so 
that we could meet the monthly 
deadline. Our monthly meetings were 
productive and on most occasions, 
hilarious. Barnaby, with his knowledge 
of village affairs, was always an 
important source of information and 
filled the ‘gaps’ when, otherwise, there 
would have been an empty page. 

The Men’s Book Club (the 
brainchild of Tony Brignull) was 
originally Lee based though now it has 
an international flavour with members 
from Wendover, Ballinger and 
Chesham. What an enjoyable success it 
has been as we discuss and disagree 
about the month’s choice. To disagree 
with Barnaby was always tricky. His 
opinions on tomes that ranged from 
The Journal of the Plague Year to 
Crime and Punishment to the Picture 
of Dorian Gray were always well-
thought out and delivered with 
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gravitas. It made me feel that Barnaby 
would have made an excellent and 
impartial judge in some far-flung part 
of our once-Empire. 

Barnaby will be sorely missed. He 
was indeed a Local Hero. 

A man of distinction 
By Colin Sully 

My memories of Barnaby will 
always involve a huge cross-section of 
community activity in The Lee – from 
him selling me shares in the 
community shop from a trestle table in 
front of the parish hall, to sticking my 
arm down a fence post hole to remove 
more soil, because he didn’t think it 
was deep enough and the tools 
wouldn’t reach any further!  

I first came across Barnaby 
through The Lee Newsletter, of which 
he was a founding member. Having 
shown an interest in village activities 
(because I was creating an embryonic 
website), he persuaded me to join the 
Newsletter editorial team, of which he 
remained a member for nearly 20 
years. This connection subsequently 
led to him encouraging me to join the 
Chiltern Ridges HS2 Action Group 
(CRAG), of which he was also a 
founding member… and then later the 
Parish Council. His enthusiasm for 
community activity was always 
infectious, his intelligence incisive and 

his manner ever so persuasive! 
Thanks, Barnaby, for filling my life in 
The Lee. 

His last article for the Newsletter 
reflected on one of his favourite topics 
– kissing gates. It showed us once 
again a great deal about his character… 
he leaves so many legacies. 

Gates gone by 
To the Editor 

In the mid-1990s I persuaded the 
Parish Council that we should ask the 
Chiltern Society, of which I was a 
member, to install some kissing gates in 
the parish, having already built one 
myself near our house in Cherry Tree 
Lane. The first official one we put in 
was down at the bottom of the Park. 
The councillors, I think, doubted our 
skills and came down to watch us do the 
work. When built, we tested it on a local 
resident who was heavily pregnant at 
the time and happened to be passing. 
She only just got through, and the 
standard size has since been increased 
and the design simplified, as getting 
through with a large rucksack proved 
more of a problem for DofE walkers. 

The Chiltern Society volunteers 
were ill-equipped in the early days and 
digging holes in flinty ground is 
difficult. The depth of the holes 
depended on the length of one’s arm, 
so some of the first gates I worked on 
became a little wobbly and have had 
to be replaced. We now use giant 
sugar tongs and that makes work 
easier. Since then, many more gates 
have been installed in the parish. A 
couple of years ago I heard from the 
county council, who supply the gates 
(timber and metal) that The Lee had 
more kissing gates than any other 
parish in the county. I don’t know if it 
is still true. 
Barnaby Usborne 
Lee Common 
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 Services for 
May 
At the time of going to press, the plans 
for services remain subject to 
Government guidelines. Please keep 
an eye on The Lee Forum for up-to-
date news. 

St John the Baptist, The Lee 
Contacts: Vicar: Revd Chris 

Haywood. Parish Administrator: Joanne 
Evans (07811 094416). Churchwardens: 
Trevor Pearce (01494 837601) and Mike 
Sherratt (07597 158269). Verger: Bill 
Pearce. Treasurer: David Stephenson 
(01494 867617). 

The Lee Old Church 
am     HC  

St Marys Church, Ballinger 
am     HC  

You will need to book in for this as 
numbers are limited due to social 
distancing. Please contact Anne Ellis 
if you would like to attend. 

Thank you everyone who has 
visited St Marys recently. A warm 
welcome awaits anyone who would like 
to drop by as the church is always open. 

Retirement beckons for Rosie 
Harper, our Vicar for the last eighteen 
plus years. We have been so blessed to 
have had Rosie in our midst; she has 
been such a source of inspiration, 
provided endless encouragement and 
has a rare talent for finding exactly the 
right words in any situation. Rosie’s 
last service was on Sunday 11th April 
and there will be a leaving party for 
her on Saturday 17th July. 

Church now enters an interregnum 
before the appointment of a new Vicar. 

Contacts: Associate Church 
Wardens: Maggi Cameron 01494 
864790 and Anne Ellis 01494 837247 

Lee Common Methodist 
pm     HC Revd Adam Wells 
pm     HC Revd Nigel Wright 

We are delighted that the Church 
is now open. Services will be 
conducted in accordance with the 
Government guidelines.  

Contacts: Gerald and Marian 
Tomkins 01494 837479 

Moving In 
By Rev Chris Haywood 

G 
eorgie and I moved into The 
Lee Vicarage on 13th April 
2021 in readiness to receive 

the removal van with our home packed 
in it the following morning. It seemed 
curious that we should move into the 
village where we were married on the 
occasion of our 19th wedding 
anniversary. Instead of a honeymoon 
suite and room service we camped out 
on an airbed with skeleton provisions! 
We were in truth glad to arrive and 
start the process of settling in. 

We’re so grateful for the 
refurbishment of The Vicarage that 
has been able to be undertaken thanks 
to the generous donations from the 
church and community. It has helped 
turn a house into a home and we look 
forward to settling in and being 
hospitable, when restrictions allow. 
We’ve been touched by the warm 
welcome we’ve received and kind 
offers of help and assistance. Advice 
on oil heating, septic tanks and motor 
mowers would be most welcome…  

We look forward to meeting and 
getting to know the good people of 
The Lee, and indeed the Hilltops, in 
due course and becoming fully 
embedded in the community. Do make 
yourself known to me when you see 
me out and about. The collar makes 
me visible. I’ll gradually get to know 
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you and remember your names! That 
said, in small communities such as 
ours you become instantly 
recognisable. I remember going to a 
friend’s wedding in a small village in 
Northern Ireland years ago. I was 
minding my own business walking 
down the high street when a complete 
stranger came up to me and said, “You 
must be here for the wedding!”. I must 
have stuck out like a sore thumb as a 
visitor! I hope at least I will be visible 
and present amongst you and in time 
become as much a part of village life 
as any other. 

I write prior to my induction, 
which will be an online affair. I hope 
as many of you were able to join the 
service via Zoom and witness the 
pomp and ceremony. We hope to have 
an in-person occasion in the church at 
a later date and a party afterwards, if 
restrictions allow. In any case I’m 
keen to start ministry and serve the 
community as best I can in the years 
to come.  

I hope Easter was as joyous an 
occasion as it was possible to be this 
year, full of resurrection hope, and that 
the Easter Season will be able to pick 
up on these themes as we resume 
worship in the Church buildings. I look 
forward very much to my first service 
and hope as many as possible can join 
us as we begin the next chapter in the 
life of the church in this parish. 

Midsomer at 
the Cock and 
Rabbit 
By our roving reporter  

P 
ubs have always featured 
strongly in the popular television 
series Midsomer Murders; 

probably none more so than the Cock 
and Rabbit on The Lee green. Right 
from the very first programme, the 
green and the pub have appeared 
regularly and have had starring roles in 
many different identities. 

In the very first series The Lee had 
a name change to Badgers Drift, the 
main centre of the action in the pilot 
episode ‘The Killings at Badgers 
Drift’. The Cock and Rabbit has also 
often been given a new name for 

MARTIN THE MILKMAN 

Refrigerated delivery of fresh 
milk, dairy produce, bread, 
eggs, fruit juices and more. 

To place an order call 

01442 833944 

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM 

ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 
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filming, including ‘The Rose and 
Chalice’ in Saints and Sinners and 
perhaps most inappropriately, ‘The 
Safe Haven’ in Death of a Stranger.  

Last year filming returned to the 
green and to the pub again for Series 
21, Episode 2, called The Stitcher 
Society. It was broadcast last month 
and surprise, surprise, although The 
Lee had become Tamworth Springs, 
the pub kept its real name! 

Positive plans 
ahead 
By Symeon Economou 

W 
hilst I know that there will 
be many tributes to Barnaby 
Usborne in this Newsletter, 

no message from Shop at The Lee can 
start without a recognition of the 
person who was one of the prime 
movers in the launching of the shop. 
From its inception until the middle of 
last year Barnaby’s unique brand of 
unassuming leadership guided the shop 
from its very humble beginnings to 
become one of the symbols that define 
the spirit of the community at The Lee.  

This community spirit has steered 
the shop through the past tempestuous 
year and will help us as we emerge to 
a bright and more cheerful summer. 
As a first step as more and more of 
our volunteers receive the vaccine, we 
are able to extend our opening hours. 
From the middle of April, we will 
open to 4:00 pm Monday to Thursday 
and to 5:00 pm on Fridays and, as the 
restrictions continue to loosen and we 
all feel increasingly safer (and 
‘lockdown hair’ is sorted out!) we 
hope to extend them further towards 
where they used to be pre-lockdown. 

Continuing this feeling of 
optimism, we are planning our first 
event for over a year with a Not Just 
Greek Food Event on the late May 
bank holiday Monday 31st May, so 
that, even if we can’t travel abroad, 
we hope to bring some of the 
Mediterranean to The Lee. This year 
we hope to introduce some new 
Greek, Turkish and Mediterranean 
foods and wines and, if we’re allowed 
to, we hope to provide some tasters to 
tempt you to buy loads to take home. 

How nice it is to be planning 
positive things! 
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Opening Up 
By the Editor 

A 
s we emerge from lockdown 
in the staggered stages 
prescribed by the government, 

we have asked local hospitality venues 
to remind us of what they offer. This 
month we have two venues 
highlighted: firstly, Pluma in Old 
Amersham with their link to the 
village via the Baxter family and 
secondly, The Old Swan in Swan 
Bottom. After a long difficult year our 
support for their business will be vital 
to rekindling the local economy. 

No doubt there will be teething 
issues for them, opening hours may 
vary and menu changes may be more 
frequent. Patience and forbearance 
will be the order of the day as we 
begin to emerge like butterflies from 
the chrysalis.  

Pluma 
Spanish Kitchen and Tapas, 
Old Amersham 
By Charlie Baxter 

W 
ell, here we are, the 
restaurant is a year old, 
during which time we have 

been closed for three lockdowns – not 
an ideal start! But on the plus side, we 
have been full, when open, and have 
established that there is a strong 
market for well cooked, authentic 
Spanish cuisine. 

We have capacity for 40 diners 
outside and have invested in new 
awnings, umbrellas and infra-red 
heaters to help our committed 
customers brave the weather from the 
middle of April until we can open up 
fully with an indoor service from 17th 

May. Outdoor eating will remain 
available after 17th May. 

Almost all of the original team 
have stayed with us and I am pleased 
to say that our Head Chef – Luis will 
be back on the stoves! We have used 
the last lockdown to trial some 
exciting dishes which we have 
included on our new menu and we 
can’t wait to see what people think. 
They include: 
• Spring Lamb cooked three ways 

with smoked aubergine, glazed 
shallots and heritage carrots. 

• Braised Ox cheek, parsnip puree 
with a Rioja wine sauce.  

• Cod loin served with black garlic 
sauce, roasted cauliflower, squid 
tagliatelle & seaweed tempura. 

• Traditional Migas with slow cooked 
Burford brown egg yolk, chorizo 
parmentier and txistorra sausage. 

• Ajoblanco – served with smoked 
sardines, white prawns and riofrio 
organic caviar. 
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Details of our full menu and wine 
list can be found on our website at 
www.plumarestaurants.com  

Arantxa and I look forward to 
welcoming you back soon. To book 
please call us on 01494 728383.  

The Old Swan 
By Phil Joel 

W 
e were delighted to have 
been able to re-open our 
beer garden at The Old 

Swan on the 12th April and it has been 
lovely to see many familiar and new 
faces join us for a drink or two! 

We are currently open with slightly 
reduced hours whilst we try and get 
back on our feet. Our opening hours 
for the time being are Thursdays and 
Fridays 6:00 pm to sunset, Saturdays 
12:00 noon to 9:00 pm and Sundays 
12:00 noon to 7:00 pm. 

Our kitchen remains closed at 
present but we will be welcoming 
back the food vans that we had with us 

last year. We hope to have a variety of 
food offerings over the weekends, this 
will be weather dependent. We will be 
giving regular updates of these on 
social media, The Lee Forum and on 
advertisement boards outside the pub. 

We will be reviewing our opening 
hours around 17th May and hope 
regulations will then allow us to open 
at a fuller capacity. 

For the time being, we look 
forward to welcoming our customers 
back to The Old Swan and hope for 
many sunny days ahead! 

Forum 
Freda  

Comings… 

F 
reda is still receiving mistaken 
applications from people in and 
around Lee in south-east 

London, although interestingly not 
from anyone in our namesake village 
of Lee Chapel in Essex. 

Local new members are always 
welcome – the more contributors, the 
more useful the forum is for everyone 
– so if you have new neighbours, 
please do encourage them to sign up.  

…and goings… 
People do sometimes move out of 

the area and no longer wish to be 
registered, so we’ve enhanced the 
Update User Details form at 
www.thelee.org.uk/update-user-details/ 
to make it easier for us to be notified of 
any request to cancel registration.  

… and relocations 
Quite often people move within 

the local area, and amidst all the 101 
other organisations that need to be 
notified of a change of address, the 
forum is not near the top of the list! It 

Can I 
help? 

http://www.plumarestaurants.com
http://www.thelee.org.uk/update-user-details/
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 would though be helpful if you could 
let us know your new address, as 
some posts (such as planning 
applications) are aimed only at those 
resident within the parish whilst 
others (such as extracts from Freda’s 
columns) are aimed only at those not 
resident within the parish who in the 
main don’t receive the newsletter. 

Changes of address, along with 
any updates to name, email address 
and/or telephone number can all be 
notified using the same Update User 
Details form at www.thelee.org.uk/
update-user-details/ 

Memory lapses 
Have you ever thought you’d seen 

something on the forum, only not to 
be able to find it when you need it? If 
that something was a recommendation 
for an emergency plumber or similar, 
then you really need to be able to put 
your finger on the details quickly, 
without ploughing through the 
relevant section of the forum. 

Did you know that the forum has a 
Search facility which can help? 

When logged in to the forum, 
there is a search box on the blue 
menu. Enter one or two words to help 
your search, press Enter and you’ll get 
a list of all matching posts. 
If you need some specific advice, 
please email admin@thelee.org.uk 
giving details of the problem. Don’t 
forget that answers to various 
questions can be found on the 
Common Problems page of the 
website at https://www.thelee.org.uk/
common-problems/. Not yet a member 
of the forum? Complete the 
application form at https://
www.thelee.org.uk/new-user  

Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

http://www.thelee.org.uk/update-user-details/
http://www.thelee.org.uk/update-user-details/
mailto:admin@thelee.org.uk
https://www.thelee.org.uk/common-problems/
https://www.thelee.org.uk/common-problems/
https://www.thelee.org.uk/new-user
https://www.thelee.org.uk/new-user
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Great Missenden 

Supported Living 
 

A warm, friendly, house for the 

elderly, in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look to see for 

yourself and have a chat with 

 Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager) 

Tel: 01494 865026  

or email for a brochure 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website 

www.abbeyfield.com 

The Lee Parish 
Council update  
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk 

T 
he period for the nomination of 
candidates, for the local 
elections in Buckinghamshire 

in May, closed on 8th April. 
The Lee Parish Council  

There were seven nominations for 
the seven seats on The Lee Parish 
Council; there will therefore not be a 
contested election and the elected 
Parish Councillors are Richard 
Chinnery, Ruth Fowler, Colin Little, 
Simon Moule, Carol Perry, Colin 
Sully and Alison Weir. 

The next Parish Council meeting 
will be held online on Tuesday 11th 
May at 7:30 pm. Anyone wishing to 

attend should email me at 
clerk@thelee.org.uk to receive a link. 

Buckinghamshire Council 
After the elections, there will be 

three seats representing the Chiltern 
Ridges Ward (of which The Lee is a 
part) on Buckinghamshire Council. 
This is a reduction from the current six 
seats, which was a legacy of the move 
from District and County Councils to 
Unitary Authority status last year. 
There are 12 nominated candidates in 
total for the Chiltern Ridges Ward – 
three each from the Conservative, 
Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green 
Parties. Residents may vote for up to 
three of the twelve nominated 
candidates and may cast their three 
votes for the same party or across 
different parties. The election, together 
with that for the local Police 
Commissioner, will take place on 
Thursday 6th May. 

Parking in Oxford Street  
Thank you for the feedback we 

have received so far on the idea of 
opening up a part of the allotment area 
for parking – see April Newsletter. (No, 
this was not an April fool story). If you 
have any final comments on this idea, 
in principle or in detail, please email 
them to me at clerk@thelee.org.uk, or 
send them to PO Box 933, Gt 
Missenden, Bucks HP16 6BU. We 
would like to receive all comments by 
Friday 7th May. 

2021/22 Council Tax 
When households in The Lee 

received their 2021/22 Council Tax 
bill, they may have been surprised to 
see that the charges for The Lee Parish 
Council had increased by 6%. So, 
were we! We had actually only 
increased our ‘precept’ (i.e. the 
amount we receive from council taxes) 
by 2.5%. 
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A truly independent family funeral directors 

J Brown Funeral Services 
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA 

01494 727474 (24 hours) 

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474 
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk 

Recommended by  
The Good Funeral Guide 

Bespoke and traditional services 
Private chapels of rest 
Pre-paid funeral plans 
Off street client parking 
Home visits 

 

 
 

“The groundwork of all happiness is good health” 
 

At BODYMYND Chloe takes a  
holistic approach, delving into not 
only your physical health but also 
your mindset, sleep, nutrition and 

mental wellbeing. 
 

Online Coaching and  
Personal Training 

Contact Chloe to start your  
journey today 

 

bodymyndwellbeing@gmail.com 
www.bodymynd.co.uk 

This apparent discrepancy is 
because the number of properties in 
The Lee paying ‘full rates’ in 2021/22 
has fallen (because of Covid, reduced 
occupancy etc). The percentage 
increase in the amount being paid per 
property has therefore had to increase 
by more than the percentage increase 
in the total precept, in order to make 
up for the shortfall in expected 
receipts. We may (hopefully) see a 
reversal of this effect next year. 

Policing Priorities 
A revised police and community 

forum has been established for the 
Chiltern and South Bucks area of 
Buckinghamshire. Please see https://
yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/
communities/csbpolicingissues2021/ 
for information and an invitation to 
take part in the survey to influence 
policing priorities. 

Planning applications 
Finally, a reminder that the Parish 

Council will continue to post notices to 
The Lee Forum, as we receive them, of 
all planning applications within the 
parish, with a reminder to residents that 
if they have specific comments to 
make, they should respond directly to 
the planning authority. If a resident 
wishes to make planning-related 
comments to the Parish Council, they 
should direct them to 
clerk@thelee.org.uk. Such comments 
will be taken into account by the Parish 
Council when forming its own view 
and will be unattributed. 

Bridge too far? 

I 
n practice, South doubled for take-
out, hoping partner had four or 
five hearts or diamonds. North 

was fortunately able to bid 4 ♥ and the 
contract made. 

https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/communities/csbpolicingissues2021/
https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/communities/csbpolicingissues2021/
https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/communities/csbpolicingissues2021/
mailto:clerk@thelee.org.uk
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 
parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Katherine Hersee 
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary: 
jennywooding@btconnect.com 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 

Ballinger Evening WI 
Contact: Jo Laurie, 863492 
watercolours@kitty4.co.uk 

Lee Common C of E School 
School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

May 
Thursday 6th May. The Arts Society 
Ballinger. Online via Zoom. Thomas 
Gainsborough Lecture by Mark Bills. 
Contact Suzanne Baker for details on 
01494 864893. 
Friday 7th May. St Marys Ballinger. 
Outdoor Coffee Morning. More info 
will be published on The Lee Forum. 
Tuesday 11th May. The Lee Parish 
Council Meeting. 7:30 pm. Online via 
Zoom. See page 28. 
Tuesday 11th May. Ballinger Evening 
WI 8:00 pm. Online via Zoom. Talk 
on Tea Tasting by Mark Lawson of 
Two Spoons. WI ladies please check 
your emails for the Zoom connection. 
Thursday 13th May. Ballinger 
Horticultural Society. 8:00 pm. 
Online via Zoom. Talk by Steve 
Cotton on Plants and Pollinators. 
Email ballingerhort@gmail.com for 

Zoom details. Non-members welcome. 
Monday 31st May. Shop at The Lee 
Not Just Greek Food event. Details on 
The Forum nearer the time. 

Coming soon 
Thursday 3rd June. The Arts Society 
Ballinger. Online via Zoom. Fakes 
and Fortunes Lecture by Sarah Cove. 
Contact Suzanne Baker for details on 
01494 864893. 
Sunday 6th June. 9.30 am St Marys 
Ballinger Morning Prayer service. 
More info on The Lee Forum nearer 
the time. 
Thursday 17th June. The Arts Society 
Ballinger. Online via Zoom. 
Treasures of the Liveries Lecture by 
Paul Jagger. Contact Suzanne Baker 
for details 01494 864893 
 
Ballinger Horticultural Society will 
not be holding any physical meetings 
at present. Please check the website at 
ballingerhort.co.uk for up to date 
details of online talks. 

Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 
Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  
01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

mailto:ballingerhort@gmail.com
http://ballingerhort.co.uk
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The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parish… and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome letters and articles of 
interest and relevance to The Lee. 
Copy should be sent to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
the month before publication. 

Letters should ideally run to no more 
than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise or place an insert, 
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377 
by the 12th of the previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com. 

For queries regarding distribution 
contact Colin Sully on 837760. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Zoe Berkeley, Ruth Fowler, 
Mary Godfrey, Phil Harrison, Liz 
Macann, Jen Ogley and Adam Speller. 

Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham. 
01494 778053. 

Lee Common Methodist Church 
Marian Tomkins, 837479 

Lee Common Scouts 
Group Scout Leader, Chris 
Nevill. 864881 
gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Scouts, Enzo D’Alessandro; 
scouts@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Beavers, Karen Bruton; 
beavers@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Cubs, James Bruton; 
cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk 

Shop at The Lee 
Symeon Economou, 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

St John the Baptist Church 
See page 22. 

St Mary’s Ballinger 
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247 
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com 

Tennis Court @ Parish Hall 
Bookings: Pippa Hart 07785 323232 
(ideally WhatsApp) 

The Arts Society Ballinger 
Chair: Lesley Wickham, 865480 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 
www.theleecc.org.uk 
Secretary: Mike Harris 
07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450 

The Lee Newsletter 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com 

The Lee Old Church Trust 
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 

The Lee Parish Council  
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 07704 909324  
clerk@thelee.org.uk 
www.thelee.org.uk/pc  
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529 

The Lee Parish Hall Committee 
Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796 
Pippa Hart, 837340 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

The LeeWay 
Contact: 07845 029500 

Rates 9 am - 1 pm 
2 pm - 6 pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

To book the Parish Hall 
or Scout Hut 

 

’phone Anne Barnett on 837796 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 



Sales & Lettings 
64 High Street Great Missenden 

Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN 
Tel: 01494 890990 

email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk 
www.jeremyswan.co.uk 


