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From the Editor 
By Liz Macann 

W 
hat a spectacular month it 
has been for daffodils, 
though not much else unless 

you count wind. The bulbs that were 
planted by walkers passing the ‘bonfire 
field’ by Garden Cottage produced a 
magnificent display. 

Great idea, Helen, and their simple 
beauty has helped to offset the impact 
of the horrendous stories of war and 
horror that we have been experiencing 
daily in the media. On page 12 some  
local residents were part of a story 
carried by the Daily Express talking 
about what efforts are being made in 

this area to support refugees from 
Ukraine, whilst other villagers have 
been organising events to help in 
different ways  –  see page 11. 

With Covid subsiding into a more 
manageable, though by no means 
eradicated, problem, the communities 
returned to celebrating Easter in their 
usual style. Family gatherings and 
schoolyard fun were back on the map 
with egg hunts and easter bonnets and 
of course many of us revving up for 
street parties in June; see page 3 for 
details of the main village event.  

From this edition, information about 
Church Services and events can now be 
found each month in Dear Diary 
towards the back of the Newsletter. 

Next month’s editor will be Phil 
Harrison. Please email material for the 
June edition to him by 12th May at 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com  

Your letters 
Jubi-Lee past 
To the Editor 

All the talk and planning for the 
Jubilee in June 2022, brought back 
memories of June 2002 when The 
Lee was ‘en fête’ for the Queen’s 
Golden Jubilee.  

At Lee Common School on the 
Friday afternoon, celebrations and a 
big party were organised and funded 
by the LCSA. Every child was 
presented with a Golden Jubilee mug.  

mailto:theleenewsletter@gmail.com
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The village organising committee, 
headed up by the indefatigable Gill 
Chudley, coordinated a procession and 
fancy dress parade over the weekend 
from Lee Common School led by the 
May Queen and Master of Ceremonies 
from the school’s May Day 
celebrations. I remember that a 
rickshaw formed part of the procession 
to the green where crowds had 
gathered to watch. 

Jon Swain was MC and joined Mrs 
Stewart-Liberty and others to 
welcome many village groups as they 
passed by, including The Lee WI, now 
sadly defunct.  

There was a special church 
service on the Sunday and the 
gardens at Kingswood House and 
Kingswood Cottages were open for 
the National Gardens Scheme. The 
money raised from the delicious teas 
went to the Church.  

It appears that St John the Baptist 
Church also had a part in the Queen’s 
Coronation, some of the preliminary 
rehearsals were held there, with stand-
ins for the major players, of course. 

The Jubilee weekend was blessed 
by amazing weather and many helping 
hands, here’s hoping that 20 years on, 
we are as fortunate.  
Trish Swain 
Chartridge 

Jubi-Lee present 
To the Editor 

I wonder if anyone can help me please?  
The Lee Jubilee Committee will be 

displaying memorabilia from previous 
village jubilee celebrations in the 
parish hall on Friday 3rd June. We are 
therefore looking for photos, mugs and 
any other relevant items that you could 
kindly lend us for the occasion. 

Please contact me if you have 
anything interesting on 01494 837546 
or at caroladdison21@hotmail.com. 
Many thanks. 
Carol Addison 
Lee Common 

All in a name 
To the Editor 

John Pope asks (April issue) for 
suggestions for a name for the un-
named football team: how about ‘The 
Franny Lees’ or ‘The Jimmy Hills’ or 
‘The Chiltern Ails’? 
Colin Sully 
Swan Bottom 

Mike on a bike 
To the Editor 

My wife Carol and I have lived by the 
school in Lee Common since 1985. 
For the past few years Carol has been 
coping with leukaemia and Anthony 
Nolan provided a life-saving donor 
service for her. Consequently, I wish to 

mailto:caroladdison21@hotmail.com
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thank this charity by raising funds. 
Therefore, I shall be starting a cycle 
ride from Land’s End to John o’Groats 
on Sunday 15th May to raise money on 
behalf of Anthony Nolan. If you 
would like to read our story or 
contribute to the cause it would be 
much appreciated; you can find details 
at https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
michael-addison6. Thank you.  

If you would like to meet me and 
my trusty E-bike ‘Pedals’ before my 
trip, then I will be by Shop at The Lee 
on Saturday 7th May between 9:00 am 
and 12:00 noon. See you then. 
Mike Addison 
Lee Common 

The Queen’s 
Platinum 
Jubi-Lee  
By Philip Harrison 

T 
he community celebration event 
for the Jubi-Lee will take place 
on Friday 3rd June. 

The planning group (Carol Addison, 
Mary Campbell, Enzo D’Alessandro, 
Mary Godfrey, Catherine May, Claudia 
Phipps, Helen Usborne and myself) have 
put together a programme designed to 
give everyone the opportunity to 
participate in some or all of it. Whatever 
takes your fancy. Subject to final 
confirmation in next month’s newsletter, 
here is the outline programme.  

Lunch 
The Cock and Rabbit on The Lee 

green will be open for lunchtime serving 
Platinum Pints, Pimms and Platters. 
Booking is essential 01494 837540.  

Games on the green @ 2:00 pm 
Games from the 1950s including a 

tug of war. 

Crowning glory @ 2:30 pm 
Judging for the ‘Best Crown’ and 

‘Queen for the Day’. 

Jubi-Lee parade @ 3:00 pm 
Everyone is welcome to be part of 

the parade from The Lee green to the 
Parish Hall. The theme is the 1950s in 
Red, White & Blue. Crowns to be worn. 

Parish picnic @ 3:30 pm 
Bring your own picnic and plates 

to share to the Parish Hall. Tables and 
chairs, marquees, decorations will be 
set up in the car park and on the grass.  

Wine, beer and ice creams will be 
available to buy. Additionally tea will 
be provided. 

The children’s entertainer, Magic 
Carl, will be performing between 4:00 
pm and 4:45 pm. 

Hopefully a choir (see page 5) plus 
live music during the picnic along with 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michael-addison6
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michael-addison6
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taped music across the decades for 
dancing too. 

A display of memorabilia from 
days gone by in the village will be 
inside the Parish Hall. 

Kwik-Cricket with bar and 
BBQ @ 6:00 pm 

The Lee Cricket Club have invited 
the community to come and enjoy 
watching their Kwik-Cricket whilst 
enjoying their barbecue and well-
stocked bar. 

A pleasant way to round off what 
we hope will be an enjoyable 
community day to celebrate the 
Platinum Jubi-Lee. 

Preparing for the day 
• Save the date 

• Plant your front garden with red, 
white and blue flowers 

• Create a display for Creative-Lee 

• Buy or make your bunting  
(packs will be available from 
Shop at The Lee) 

• Design your parade outfits 

• Craft a Crown (see below) 

• Invite friends 

• Plan your picnic menu 

• Buy your commemorative mugs 
from the Shop at The Lee 

Next month’s newsletter will have 
a complete schedule with timings. In 
the meantime, I hope this will whet 
your appetite to plan on joining us for 
a fun-filled social celebration. 

Create a crown 
By The Big Jubilee Lunch 

You will need 
• Two A4 sheets of thick paper or 

thin card 

• Felt tip pens or coloured pencils 

• Tinfoil 

• Embellishments to add sparkle 
(old or broken jewellery or 
pressed flowers) 

• Glue 

• Scissors 

• Sticky tape or stapler 

Instructions 
 Print the crown template from 

TheBigJubileeLunch.com/Crown 
onto one of the sheets of card. 
Alternatively draw it. 

 Use the pens or pencils to colour 
it in. 

 Cover in tinfoil and decorate with 
sparkly bits to make it look fancy. 

 Use the second sheet of card to 
create your headband. Cut three 
horizontal strips (about 5cm wide) 
and tape or staple together to form 
one long strip. 

VERMINATOR UK 

verminatoruk.com  | info@verminator.com 

FOR ALL YOUR PEST 
CONTROL NEEDS… 

 

• Wasps  
• Rats & Mice 
• Squirrels 
• All flying and 

crawling insects 
• Solar panel 

proofing against 
pigeons also 
undertaken 

THEY WON’T BE BACK 

Call Tim Simmons  
THE VERMINATOR 

07734 649305 
0808 1972 730 

https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/sites/default/files/tbjl_crown_-_a4_template.pdf
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 Carefully cut out your decorated 
crown, add glue and stick in the 
centre of your headband. 

 Wrap the band around your head 
and tape or staple to the correct size. 

That’s it. 

Sing for the 
Queen 
By Diana Taylor 

Y 
our Village Needs You to form 
an ‘Occasional Choir’ and what 
better occasion to begin than 

with Her Majesty’s Jubilee Celebration. 
Sopranos, altos, tenors and basses 

required. There is no need to read 
music, there is no audition and all are 
welcome. If you are interested and 
want to join in for a good sing at the 
Jubi-Lee celebrations, please contact 
the aspiring choir secretary at 
Keithwtaylor@btinternet.com 

Let our celebrations be heard 
throughout the hills. 

Creative-Lee 
Decorating The Lee for the 
Jubilee! 
By Mary Godfrey 

P 
lease don’t be scared of us! We 
just want to create a little bit of 
colour and fun in the village for 

the Jubilee. Here’s a few ways in 
which you can join in. Do you knit? 
Why not decorate the front gate with 
your finest pieces, or wrap a scarf 
around a tree. Got some old tester pots 
of paint in the shed? Then find some 
stones and paint them as close to red, 
white and blue as you can get! I know 
some of you are growing flowers 
specially for the summer of 
celebrations, so fill your wheelbarrow 
with those beautiful blooms and place 
it out the front. Feeling adventurous? 

 
 

Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 
with a personal touch 

 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property  

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 

by skilled craftsmen using traditional 

carpentry techniques 
 

For wood with wow call  

Alasdair Cunningham on  

01494 890145 or email: 

Office@timbercreationsltd.com 

mailto:Keithwtaylor@btinternet.com
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Then please, put a hat and a nice frock 
on your garden rake and call her Liz!  

And in case of creative emergencies, 
there is always bunting, lots and lots of 
lovely bunting! [Which will be 
available to buy at reasonable rates in 
the shop. Ed] 

Get in touch and let us know you’ll 
be taking part. We will create a map so 
that everyone can explore our 
wonderful village, decorated to be fit 
for a queen, over the Jubilee weekend. 
And you never know, you might just 
win Best in Show.  

Claudia.phipps@virgin.net 837046 
marygodfrey@gmail.com 837758 

Ballinger Big 
Jubilee Lunch 

D 
o come and join us on Sunday 
5th June, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
for an afternoon of fun and 

celebration with a bbq lunch, games, 
competitions and entertainment.  

Please visit ballingerhall.org for 
further details. 

Remembered 
with kissing 
gates 
By Colin Sully and Peter Towersey 

B 
arnaby Usborne's last article 
for the Newsletter reflected on 
one of his favourite topics – 

kissing gates. He was instrumental in 
bringing (through the Chiltern 
Society) a huge number to The Lee. 
The first official one was put at the 
bottom of the Park and many, many 

more followed. He once commented 
“I heard from the county council, who 
supply the gates, that The Lee had 
more kissing gates than any other 
parish in the county”.  

Well, it has even more now thanks 
to the generosity and support of the 
Chiltern Society Path Maintenance 
Volunteers (PMVs) who have 
financed, installed and dedicated to 
Barnaby two new kissing gates along 
the path from Lee Gate towards Rabbs 
(TLE/7/10 to give it its official title).  

Barnaby was a PMV and their 
quarter-master for many years, 
installing new gates and maintaining 
paths all over the Chilterns. 

Our thanks to the local PMVs for 
enabling these new gates in The 
Lee... and our thanks again to 
Barnaby for enhancing so many parts 
of the Chilterns. 

mailto:Claudia.phipps@virgin.net
mailto:marygodfrey@gmail.com
http://ballingerhall.org
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The Lee in 
living memory 
This month, we include an extract 
from Susan Cowdy’s memories, as 
published in the book ‘The Lee in 
Living Memory – Voices from a 
special Chiltern parish’, copies of 
which remain available at the Shop at 
The Lee. 

Susan Cowdy (1914 – 1996) 
Susan was the daughter of Ivor Stewart
-Liberty who inherited The Lee Manor 
from his uncle, Sir Arthur Lasenby 
Liberty. She lived at the Manor and 
also at Pipers. She records: 

“Sir Arthur’s mother, Rebecca, had 
long white ringlets. She had a lot of 
children. Some of them were killed, 
but like all Victorian families, they 
had an awful lot of children, so they 
didn’t always notice if one or two 
disappeared. She was driving her pony 
and trap with one or two of her 
children in it towards Chartridge when 
coming towards her in a narrow lane 
was a great big farm horse pulling a 
farm dray. To her horror she saw that 
the driver was fast asleep and didn’t 
see them coming and he drove into 
them and crushed them against a wall 
and two of the children were killed.  

 
NICHOLAS JOHN BATTY 

Your local property services company 
 for internal and external works 

 

*City and Guilds qualified  
Multi-Skilled Tradesman 

* Forty-five years’ experience 
* Fully insured for your protection 
* References supplied on request 

 

Find out more at: 
www.instagram.com/nicholasjohnbatty 

 

 Mobile: 07841 395867   

 Home: 01494 863275 

 nbatty@btinternet.com 

Lead dogs at the Manor 
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Out of this 
world 
By Peter Macann 

“W 
ithout doubt, THAT 
will be the oldest object 
you will ever handle in 

your lifetime.” I looked at my 
neighbour, Professor Jamie Wilkinson, 
and it was clear that he had spoken 
with a blend of amusement and total 
confidence. I glanced again at the 
object I was holding – a small sheet of 
silvery metal about four millimetres 
thick with a surface shape of a small, 
deflated rugby ball with jagged, 
irregular edges. Unimpressive to say 
the least. 

As for it being the oldest object I 
would ever handle... I considered for a 
moment the small collection of fossils 
I have at home dating back around 200 
million years and wondered if I could 
smugly refute his claim. But what he 
said next was utterly astonishing. 

“Let me tell you, that is over four 
and a half billion years old… in fact 
probably quite a bit older that the 
Earth itself!” 

Well that immediately begged the 
question: how on earth can I be 
holding an object that is older than the 
planet itself? 

Fortunately, Jamie was able to 
explain to me that he had brought it 
from the Natural History Museum 
where he works. His purpose was to 
excite the interest of the children of 
the Lee Common and Great 
Missenden schools… but, of course, 
he also knew that I – the oldest kid 
around – would be utterly fascinated.   
(How often do we say how lucky we 
are to have a community that is filled 

“Arthur brought back many 
treasures from the Far East, Japan and 
China. One of them was a pair of 
enormous lead dogs which he installed 
at the rear entrance to The Manor. The 
one with the teeth and very ornate 
curlicue horns was the male and the 
other was the female. My brothers and 
I used to keep our money in the male’s 
stomach. My great Aunt Emma Liberty 
was so horrified by his curlicue private 
parts she had them cut off.  

“They mowed the lawns with a 
pony dragging the mowing machine. It 
was guided by Mr Marcham who lived 
at The Gate Lodge. The pony wore 
shoes so that it didn’t make marks in 
the grass.” 

Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 
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Swan Bottom based glazing 
company specialising in 

Replacement UPVC Double 
Glazed Units 

 

Repairs to UPVC Windows & Doors 
(hinges, handles, draught seals,  

jammed sashes) 
Splashbacks/Mirrors 

Glazing Repairs 
 

24/7 Emergency ‘Board-Up’  
Call Out Service 

Tel: Macauley Hearn 01494 919015 
Mob: 0788978695 

E: Macauley@contractglaze.co.uk  

with such a cross section of talents 
and interests and a desire to share 
them with others.) 

So, what was the story he told 
me of this extraordinary piece of 
ancient history? 

Well, as you have probably 
guessed, it was a cross section slice of 
a meteorite, of a type known as an 
iron meteorite. It fell some 5,000 
years ago in the deserts of Australia – 
probably witnessed by the local 
ancient Aborigines of the time (3,000 
BC) since they believed the crater of 
the landing site to be sacred ground. 
But modern geological analysis has 
revealed the full story. 

Astonishingly, that meteorite 
fragment in my hand dated back to the 
very formation of the Solar System. 
These were cosmically turbulent times 

soon after the big bang. Particles of 
material were hurtling around through 
space over billions of years, crashing 
into each other, sometimes sticking 
together to form bigger lumps, then 
blasting each other apart with their 
collisions. Slowly our Solar system 
began to create the planets we know 
today… but still they crashed into each 
other to split off lumps – as happened 
with our Earth to create our moon. 

Some baby planets, though, had 
matured to form magnetic cores, 
fundamentally made up of iron and 
nickel and (in the case of Earth) heated 
to some 6,000 degrees Celsius. At 
some point in their wanderings in space 
these more developed planets also 
became involved in massive collisions 
that blasted them open, releasing the 
metal cores. No doubt some went on to 
become new planets, but the debris left 
over floated aimlessly around that 
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particle dumping ground we know as 
the Asteroid Belt. 

So it was with this small meteorite. 
It is impossible to imagine the billions 
of miles it must have hurtled through 
the darkness of space over billions of 
years before finally submitting to the 
lure of Earth’s gravity. But it is the fact 
that it is a small fragment of a lost 
planet’s core that is so fascinating to the 
scientists, allowing them to understand 
better the core of our Earth and its 
magnetic field that is vital in so many 
ways to our very survival. 

I feel sure that for those scientists 
studying this extra terrestrial object, 
the pursuit of knowledge of its age and 
history must be an extremely exciting 
intellectual endeavour – casting light 
on the existence of humanity itself.  
But for me, it was plain visceral – a 
very distinct and very physical 
tingling in the spine. 

J Brown Funeral Services 
Independent Family Funeral Director 

Jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk 

• Winner of the Bucks Business Award for 

excellence in customer service 2021 

• Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide 

Wendover  
23 High Street 

HP22 6DU 
01296 312222 

Amersham  
67 Woodside Road 

HP6 6AA 
01494 727474 

Jason Brown has over 25 

years experience and is here 

to assist you with making 

funeral arrangements. 

Serving Wendover, Aylesbury, Amersham, 

The Chalfonts and all surrounding areas. 

If 
Inspired by the Newsletter 
and Rudyard Kipling 

And of course our Poet in residence 
Diane Taylor 

I 
f you can keep your head when 
reading daily news anew 
Frightens so much you don’t 
know what to do 

If you can trust your life up here and 
people in this village too 
And stay calm as you swap your 
points of view 

If you can read the Newsletter and see 
community revolving 
As villagers work on plans for good 
things coming soon 
And wonder what new miracles are 
evolving 
For flower show on a summer’s 
afternoon 

If you can dream – and not make 
dreams your master 
But think how you can help with time 
you have to give 
To ease the gloom of terrible disaster 
With others in this “best of all worlds” 
in which we live 

If you can just re-read the latest 
Newsletter 
And see the wonderful work that 
every day is done 
Sometimes to make the worst of 
things be better 
Sometimes for all of us to have some 
fun 

If you can make a model to feature for 
the Jubilee 
Help in the shop or sometimes shop 
there too 
Or even help collect the litter in The Lee 
That was not litter ever dropped by you 
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Great Missenden 

Supported Living 
 

A warm, friendly, house for the 

elderly, in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look to see for 

yourself and have a chat with 

 Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager) 

Tel: 01494 865026  

or email for a brochure 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website 

www.abbeyfield.com 

If you can write an article to let us 
know you’re there 
A poem or a memory, some thought in 
contribution 
And if you’re disabled or tired just do 
it from your chair 
Then you will find in one small 
execution 

You’ll be a member of The Lee 
Community, and soon you’ll see 
Yourself – a part of the very best 
place on Earth right now to be. 

HUSC… kick 
off event 
By Mary Godfrey  

O 
n 4th April, at the first meeting 
of the Hilltop Ukranian 
Support Community group 

(HUSC), all 50 chairs provided were 
filled with members of our 
community wanting to pitch in and 
help the Ukrainian refugees hopefully 
coming to live with local hosts. So far, 
29 families have come forward from 
within the villages wishing to host and 
Ballinger Hall was full of people 
eager to help them bear the load.  

Sarah Graham, Ballinger resident 
and one of the driving forces behind 
the local initiative, explains the 
genesis of the group: “We are all 
moved by what we are seeing. It’s a 
desperate time for the Ukrainians and 
we want to help provide safety and 
support for them in various ways. 
After days of watching the horrendous 
humanitarian situation on the news, as 
a family we felt we had to do 
something practical to help, and with 
the government’s Homes for Ukraine 
programme, we knew how we could 
achieve that.”  

Along with their friends Chloe and 
Boycie Lewis, and Rachel and Mike 
Harris, they went through the process 
of finding families together, which 
Sarah says was really helpful. “As we 
are a group of semi-rural villages, 
some of us were concerned that our 
location could be an isolating place to 
come to. I contacted a few of my more 
immediate neighbours, and then lots of 
us were messaging on The Lee Forum. 
Many people came forward and, when 
we had our first meeting, it gave us the 
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reassurance that by working together, 
we could make it a success.” 

Feeling the urgency of the situation 
they found the families they will be 
hosting themselves. “We were 
approached by two Ukrainian mums 
who are currently in temporary 
accommodation in Poland. Each with a 
set of twin boys, the families do not 
want to be separated. So after talking 
with them, and WhatsApp video calling 
them numerous times, we will be 
hosting one family and Rachel Harris 
in The Lee will be hosting the other 
family. It feels very reassuring for both 
them and us to be doing this together.” 

At the community meeting, the 
evening was well planned and enabled 
the assembled gathering to get to 
know each other through some very 
effective exercises and prepare the 
ground for us all to meet and get to 
know our imminent guests. 

People who couldn’t make the 
community event on the 4th had a 
chance to review the work done at an 
extremely well attended coffee morning 
in Ballinger Hall on 8th April organised 
by Chloe Lewis. At the time of writing, 
this had raised £2,410 for the British 
Red Cross Ukraine Crisis Appeal. 

Villagers gathered for a photo shoot by the 
Daily Express 

The hosts that have managed to find 
families are in contact with their new 
guests, messaging or speaking almost 
every day, making an effort to get to 
know each other better before they 
arrive. As they empty cupboard space, 
prepare bedrooms and think about what 
they need to do differently so they can 
co-live with another family, the refugees 
will start to make their way here. Not 
where they want to be, but hopefully to 
a safe and welcoming place for the next 
six months at least. At the end of the 
HUSC event Sarah showed us some 
thoughts that the refugees had shared 
with her. One really emphasised the 
shocking consequences of their plight, 
“Everything I’ve worked so hard for has 
gone. And I will never get it back.” 

We will be distributing flyers in the 
area with details of how to donate, and 
whether it is unwanted clothes, some 
new toiletries, money or your time you 
choose to give, please give generously. 
To get involved email us at 
huscchilterns@gmail.com 

There are many parts of this 
initiative that will require funding. We 
will be holding fundraising events but 
in the meantime if anyone would like 
to make a donation, please visit our 
Just Giving page at https://
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
hilltopvillages; we would be very 
grateful for any contributions.  

mailto:huscchilterns@gmail.com
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hilltopvillages
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hilltopvillages
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hilltopvillages
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A version for 
our times... 
By Donnie Lonegan 

F 
or those of you old enough to 
remember the songs of the late 
great Lonnie Donegan, here is 

one of his most famous, re-versioned 
for our times It should be sung to the 
tune of Putting on the agony, putting 
on the style…. and now becomes Putin 
lives in agony; Putin never smiles 

Vlod Zelensky lies in bed, woken by 
the noise 
Russian tanks are shelling and killing 
his young boys, 
He turns his head and weeps a tear for 
Putin’s bloody guile 
‘Cos Nato will not help him fight – at 
least not for a while. 
Oh! Putin lives in agony, Putin never 
smiles 
Putin’s heart is filled with hate, his 
soul is sick with bile; 
Democratic union to him is simply vile 
He threatens nuclear holocaust – “cos 
the West is so hostile!” 

Russian soldiers sent by Vlad are told 
they’re being kind 
Killing Nazi addicts – for them the 
truth is blind. 
But then they find no welcome in the 
land they’ve come to aid 
Instead… the open arms they meet 
will throw a hand grenade. 
So, Putin lives in agony, Putin never 
smiles 
Putin heart is filled with hate , his soul 
is sick with bile; 
Democratic union to him is simply vile 
He threatens nuclear holocaust – “cos 
the West is so hostile!” 
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building on the relationship with the 
school and scouts is high on my list. 
Things are definitely moving here and 
we’re encouraged. 

Normally our wedding anniversary 
would fall after Easter, enabling us to 
celebrate. This year however Easter is 
late, not quite as late as it can be 
(which Google tells me is 25th April) 
but almost! So instead of a night out at 
the Cock and Rabbit (as we did last 
year) we’ll celebrate our anniversary a 
week later during our post Easter 
holiday… Of course given that I’m 
writing for a copy date well ahead of 
publication these dates will have come 
and gone by the time you read this. As 
will Easter. It’s strange to be writing 
as we approach the most important 
event in the Church year, which will 
have been celebrated and passed when 
you read this, without being in a 
position to report how its gone. 

However, such a predicament 
gives me my lead for what I really 
want to say. Often as we approach 
Good Friday, when we mark the 
terrible sacrifice Jesus made on our 
behalf, we want to rush on to Easter 
Sunday and the glorious resurrection, 
Jesus’ triumph over death and the 
grave. We’ll have commemorated and 
celebrated by the time you read this. 
But as I write before Easter I try and 
hold the discipline of staying in the 
moment – dwelling in the implications 
of the death of Jesus on my behalf and 
allowing the depth of his sacrifice to 
sink in. It’s hard as we want to rush 
onto resurrection glory, but we 
shouldn’t so easily pass over Good 
Friday... There is a reason why the 
cross is the symbol of the Christian 
Faith and not an empty tomb... 

In our run up to Easter we also 
marked Mothering Sunday with a 
special service. It’s a very difficult 

(Slow) So…how can all this be 
resolved so we can live in peace 
East and west in harmony and all that 
warfare ceased? 
We need to just respect our foes and 
stretch forth friendship’s hand 
So harmony and truth and love can 
spread across our lands. 
Cos…. this is only Putin’s War, his 
people aren’t to blame 
They don’t want to fight the west and 
poison Russia’s name 
They love their land and freedom too, 
so let us join in song 
To make the world a better place … 
and set to right this wrong 

From the 
Vicarage 

By Revd Chris Haywood 

A 
s I write it’s a year to the day 
since we moved to The Lee 
and became a part of this 

community. I know this because we 
moved on our wedding anniversary – 
13th April. I was inducted on 29th 
April. As we reflect on our first year 
here we’re grateful for the warmth 
and generosity of the welcome and the 
willingness to get on board with the 
ministry I hope I am facilitating. 
There is always more to do and 

 

MARTIN THE MILKMAN LTD 
Your local independent dairyman Est 1989  

Doorstep delivery of milk and produce 
 

          To place an order call: 

        01442 833944 
       Phones manned between  

            4pm-6pm Mon-Fri 
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SHORT-TERM 
RENTALS 

From £375 per week (all inclusive) 
 

Self-catering holiday  
or temporary accommodation  

at Lee Common 
 

Moving house?   
     Completion dates don’t coincide? 
     House sale falls through? 
     Builders outstaying their welcome? 

 

Expecting Visitors?    
     Need extra accommodation? 

 

Self-contained Period Property:  
sleeps four guests 

 

Tel: 01494 837798 
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

service to lead and get the tone right. 
Some are there quite rightly to 
celebrate their mothers and 
motherhood, but many are hurting, 
perhaps grieving the loss of their 
mother or because they never had the 
chance to be a mother. We sought to 
ensure the service was sensitive to 
these circumstances too and that there 
was an opportunity to commemorate 
such circumstances with the lighting of 
a candle as well as giving out posies of 
flowers. I hope we got it right. 

We are now looking forward to 
Ascension Day and Pentecost which 
we will mark at the end of May (25th 
May) and beginning of June (5th June). 
The story of Jesus’ victory over the 
grave isn’t complete without linking 
his death and resurrection to his 
ascension and the sending of the Holy 
Spirit. Do join us on these occasions to 
discover more about how these events 
fit into our understanding of Jesus’ 
mission of salvation. 

God bless. 

The Lee Parish 
Council update  
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk 

Annual Parish Meeting 

I 
 touched briefly in the last edition 
on the origins of the Annual Parish 
Meeting (APM), so thought I would 

provide a little more detail this month. 
As mentioned previously, the 

Annual Parish Meeting is a legacy 
from the Middle Ages, when all local 
decision making was carried out by 
meetings of the whole community, 
and is the one opportunity in the year 
when all residents have the right to 
attend and speak on any matter of 
local interest.  

Annual Parish Meetings are quite 
distinct from Parish Council meetings, 
although the two are often confused. 

In The Lee the Annual Parish 
Meeting is organised by the Council 
and by law must be held between 1st 
March and 1st June, although in fact an 
additional meeting can be called at any 
time by six registered electors of the 
parish. With the exception of the 
Chair, councillors rank the same as 
other members of the electorate. Any 
topic can be added to the agenda of an 
APM by any member of the public at 
any time, including during the 
meeting, and may include any matter 
pertinent to the parish. 

The press and general public are 
very welcome at APMs, but anyone 
not on the electoral register of The Lee 
parish is designated “a stranger” and 
does not have the right to vote. That 
means that registered electors in The 
Lee, Lee Common, Hunts Green, 
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with a small cash amount for each 
person and will continue to check in 
roughly once a week – more frequently 
at first and then less often as things get 
more settled.  

The Chesham and Rural Villages 
Community Board is also offering a 
welcome pack containing items like a 
six-month SIM card. Additionally, 
they are working very closely with the 
Chesham Food Bank to supply food, 
toiletries and anything else that might 
be needed. 

Anyone wishing to make a financial 
donation can contribute to the Heart of 
Bucks appeal at www.totalgiving.co.uk/
appeal/helping-hand-ukraine 

Bridge too far? 
By Kathryn Dickinson et al 

E 
ven with a big opening hand, it 
can sometimes be hard to find the 
best contract with your partner. 

 

♠ 5 4 3 2 

♥ K Q 9 

♦ Q 9 7 5 

♣ 4 2  

    ♠ J 6            ♠ A Q 7  

    ♥ A 10 6 5 4     ♥ -  

    ♦ 8 6 4 3       ♦ A K 10 2 

    ♣ J 10            ♣ A K Q 9 8 5 

♠ K 10 9 8 

♥ J 8 7 3 2 

♦ J 

♣ 7 6 3 
 

Dealer: East 
Vulnerability: N/S 

Our bidding started: 
 E    S     W    N 

 2♣  pass   2♦   pass 

 3♣   pass    3♥   pass  
 ? 

What contract would you end up in 
and how does it play? See page 25. 

Swan Bottom, Lee Gate and Kings 
Ash can vote, whereas anyone from 
Ballinger, South Heath or Potter Row – 
no matter how well we know and like 
them – is, in this context, a stranger. 

In contrast, although residents are 
of course welcome to attend all regular 
meetings of the Parish Council, legally 
they are only permitted to speak if 
invited to do so by the Chair. Only 
councillors can request items to be 
added to the agenda of a PC meeting, 
and the agenda must be published 
three days in advance of the meeting. 
The only subjects eligible to be 
discussed are those on which the 
council has the power to act. 

In summary, an Annual Parish 
Meeting is a meeting of the people of the 
parish, whilst a Parish Council Meeting 
is a meeting of the parish councillors. 

We very much look forward to 
welcoming residents to the Annual 
Parish Meeting being held from 7:00 
pm to 7:30 pm on 17th May, and 
discussing whatever issues are raised. 

Homes for Ukraine 
The Lee Parish Council is not 

directly involved in the Homes for 
Ukraine scheme; that is being 
managed by a team at Bucks Council, 
with many council employees having 
volunteered to become Support 
Liaison Officers (SLOs).  

Each SLO will be assigned to a 
small number of host families, initially 
helping streamline things like DBS, 
housing and safeguarding checks, and 
will aim to visit within 48 hours of the 
guests’ arrival. SLOs will be the main 
point of contact for both hosts and 
guests, and can offer to find help with 
socialising, transport, language classes 
(taught by TEFL teachers in Chesham 
and other locations), GP registration, 
school registration etc. They will 
provide a welcome pack of information 
(in both Ukrainian and Russian) along 

https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/appeal/helping-hand-ukraine
https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/appeal/helping-hand-ukraine
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Fayrfax is back 

… for the Summer 
By The Lee Old Church Trust Committee 

A 
fter two years of restrictions, 
we’re delighted to be able to 
announce that dreamy summer 

sounds are finally going to be breezing 
around The Lee Old Church again on 
Saturday 25th June. 

The first of our 2022 season of 
events, this very special concert will 
feature that magical group of madrigal 
singers, the Fayrfax Consort, who will 
be putting on an atmospheric, al 
fresco, performance of songs specially 
chosen to complement the fairest of 
the seasons in the Church grounds. 

Led by David Ireson, the talented 
Music Director of St Albans Chamber 
Opera, the Consort’s tranquil playlist 
will include midsummer madrigals, 

 
Carpets Ltd 

Carpets, Vinyl and 
Wood Flooring 

Supplied and Fitted 

9-11 Station Approach 
Great Missenden 

01494 862125 

Cromar 

pretty part songs plus some seasonal 
gems. There’ll also be a selection of 
light-hearted readings to add to the 
summer vibe. 

It won’t just be the glorious music 
that will make this a sensational 
summer evening out though. Once the 
last notes have drifted away, you’ll be 
able to chat with friends over canapés 
and a glass of wine in the grounds of 
The Lee Old Church. 

Oh, and don’t worry about 
summer showers dampening the mood 
– should raindrops threaten, we’ll 
simply switch the soirée to one of our 
two beautiful Churches. 

Tickets are £15 each, including 
refreshments. But if you want to be 
sure of your seats for this very special 
event, you’ll need to get in fast. Call 
Pam Garner on 837501 or Jilly 
Carleton-Smith on 837205, now. 
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hands. Add chopped (proper) tomatoes 
and chopped fresh coriander and a 
squeeze of lemon. But it’s not finished 
yet! It would not be the same without 
the hustle and bustle, the pushing and 
shoving, the sounds of people, chickens 
and the occasional donkey and the 
smells of food, sweat and camel. 
You’ve now reached perfection! We 
ought to try to recreate this sometime, 
although the camel might be difficult... 

As a pale reflection we have the 
annual Greek event at the Shop 
which will have been and gone by the 
next edition, but I’ll let you know 
how it went. 

[Fortunately a new bread supplier 
was found after the copy date. Ed.] 

The Lee Flower 
Show  
16th July 2022 
By Jonathan Batten 

S 
oon after you read this there will 
be a reassuring thud on your 
door mat as physical evidence 

that the flower show is happening 
becomes manifest. Your personal copy 
of the schedule has been delivered 
through your letter box.  

It is new, it has been updated, it is 
in full colour, so take your time to 
read, mark, learn and inwardly digest. 
Keep it on your kitchen table, on your 
bedside cabinet, in your potting shed 
or greenhouse for easy reference. 

How about your vegetables, fruit 
or cultivated flowers?  

If you like pot plants, but haven’t 
already got a prize specimen, no worries, 
go out and buy one by 16th May, feed it, 
talk to it, nurture it and enter it.  

Come on you budding flower 
arrangers, the floral art class is there 
for the taking!  

Breaking bread 
By Symeon Economou 

A 
t the time of writing, we are 
just a couple of days into a 
search for a new bakery 

supplier, Darvells having given us just 
one week’s notice of their intention to 
stop supplying us. Whilst it is natural 
to be put off by the way this was 
communicated, we should not forget 
the 15 years or so they have supplied 
the shop, especially through the two 
Covid lockdowns. As for the Shop, we 
need to view this as an opportunity to 
review our bakery offering and see if 
we can change things up a bit.  

Also, right now we are in the 
throes of Orthodox weekend on 23rd 
April. I wish I could reproduce the 
excitement we felt as children in 
1950’s Cyprus when the travelling 
market – the panayiry – was due to 
visit our village, especially the tastes 
and smells of the great eclectic variety 
of food that was not normally available 
to us. I must resist the temptation to go 
on at some length but have to mention 
just one of the delights... the souvlakia. 

I feel sorry for anyone who has 
never had this from a bona fide street 
vendor. Almost charred fatty pork and 
lamb straight off the skewer into a hot 
fluffy pitta bigger than both of your 

 

The LeeWay – Your 
Village Support Team 

If you have difficulty getting to your 
doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 
a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 07845 029500 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 12 
noon. Please give us reasonable notice of 
your requirement to help us organise it. 
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Cookery classes are open to all – 
there’s a particularly tasty Grenada 
spice cake recipe for class 75 so get 
stuck in and beat some sense into 
some butter, sugar and eggs. Don’t 
forget to donate half your cake to the 
tea tent – remember from last month’s 
article that we are also keen to recruit 
your help in the tea tent. 

Handicrafts give scope for all 
types of skills and the photographic 
subjects are a challenge to all. 

Please encourage your children 
and grandchildren to join in – there are 
classes for all age groups and special 
classes for Lee Common School.  

Let them do the exhibits 
themselves – some overzealous 
parents have been known to contribute 
just a little too much but the judges are 
shrewd enough to know... 

If you live slightly outside the area 
there is no need to feel left out of the 
fun as there are Visitors’ classes for all 
of you too. 

What does this all add up to on the 
day? A sense of achievement in honest 
competition and, of course, points. 
What do points mean? Points mean 
prizes and particular collections of the 
most points mean cups and trophies 
which you can proudly display on 
your mantelpiece for the next year!  

If, as we expect, your copy of the 
schedule becomes too dog eared and 
worn from constant study then 
download a copy from the village 
website at https://www.thelee.org.uk/
the-lee-flower-show/ 

and later... live with The 
Sweet and Lowdown  

Tickets are £23 each for The Lee 
Flower Show Dance and will go on 
sale from 3rd June. 

Make a day and a night of it! 

HS2 update 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

T 
here are two local aspects of 
the design of HS2 in the 
Chilterns AONB which remain 

unresolved and subject to continuing 
debate: the north portal of the Chiltern 
tunnel at South Heath and the Leather 
Lane overbridge. 

1. Chiltern tunnel: north portal 
This part of the railway’s design is 

identified as a ‘Key Design 
Element’ (KDE) i.e. a significant feature 
on which the project is required to 
engage with the local community during 
the development of its detailed design. 

The Main Works Contactor 
(MWC) – in this case Align – held 
public engagement events, online and 
face-to-face at Missenden Abbey, at 
the end of March. The general 

KINGSHILL 
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

Chilterns 

Airports 

London 

01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-flower-show/
https://www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-flower-show/
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response has again been that the 
project has come to the local 
community far too late to seek its 
views on the design and all we are left 
with is a choice between a green or 
grey roof and the degree of ‘slatiness’ 
of the ancillary building, described by 
some as a ‘liquorice lozenge’ and by 
others as a ‘sardine can’ – see below. 

Complaints have been raised all 
the way up to the Minister on this 
issue (in the same way that complaints 
were raised over the Amersham 
Ventilation Shaft design). It is to be 
hoped that Bucks Council, the 
planning authority who in the end 
must approve the design, will be able 
to influence it further. 

new road should therefore be on the 
north side, in order to preserve a 
greater number of trees. 

EKFB have so far rejected this 
option and argue that they are taking 
all necessary steps to mitigate the 
ecological impacts. 

Having now tabled both sets of 
plans and arguments we await a 
confirmed date when the engineers, 
ecologists, local residents and lawyers 
can get together to thrash this out. It is 
all very reminiscent of the many trips 
to Parliament during the Bill’s Select 
Committee stages. 

The Lee Parish Council has so far 
taken the view that, if there is a 
possibility that the road might be 
moved from Great Missenden Parish 
into The Lee then, whilst in principle 
it would support a solution with a 
reduced environmental impact, such a 
change would clearly affect residents 
of The Lee and therefore detailed 
plans and impacts would need to be 
seen, and residents consulted, before a 
formal view could be taken. 

Other local news 
Two of the four ‘No HS2 works 

traffic’ signs have been installed on 
roads off the A413/B485 (on Frith Hill 
and Kings Lane, South Heath); we 
await confirmed dates for the other 
two (Leather Lane and Rocky Lane). 

Chiltern tunnel North Portal 

2. Leather Lane overbridge 
This local overbridge was never 

identified as a KDE, and the MWC – 
in this case EKFB – began by 
designing a crossing at the location 
approved by Parliament, on the south 
side of the existing lane.  

The Leather Lane campaign group 
have argued however that the line of 
oaks on the south side of Leather Lane 
forms an important wildlife corridor, 
used by bats travelling between roosts 
in the woods and feeding areas in the 
valley. The group is arguing that the HS2/EKFB Mobile Visitor Centre 
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Quality Building & 
Renovation Projects 

 

Based locally, PVE Construction are 
well known for providing high 
quality work throughout the 

Chilterns and surrounding areas.  
 

We specialise in both residential and 
commercial projects offering a wide 

range of services from individual 
home improvements to complete 

new build management. 
 

Call Phil Easeman on 07771 863880 
or visit www.pveconstruction.co.uk 

 
Professional    Reliable   Trusted 

The HS2/EKFB ‘Mobile Visitor 
Centre’ is being scheduled to visit 
The Lee in May (date and details to be 
confirmed on the forum). Do come 
along and ask all those questions you 
have been saving up!  

Project engagement 
Local councillors continue to press 

the project and Bucks Council on local 
issues. Residents are also encouraged 
to complain to HS2 Ltd whenever they 
see or hear anything which they think 
could be better mitigated. There is a 
note on “How to complain about HS2” 
at www.thelee.org.uk/HS2complaints/   

Remote Access 
Scams 

Over 20K People Fell Victim  

M 
ore than £50 million was 
lost last year to scams where 
victims are tricked into 

handing over control of their computer 
or smartphone to criminals.  

New data from Action Fraud, the 
national reporting centre for fraud and 
cybercrime, reveals that 20,144 people 
fell victim to scams where they were 
persuaded to grant criminals remote 
access to their device. Victims 
reported losing a total of £57,790,384 
– an average loss of £2,868 per victim.  

What are remote access scams 
Remote Access scams will often 

begin with a browser pop-up saying 
that your computer is infected with a 
virus, or maybe a call from someone 
claiming to be from your bank saying 

http://www.thelee.org.uk/HS2complaints/
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that they need to connect to your 
computer in order to cancel a 
fraudulent transaction on your account. 
Regardless of the narrative the 
fraudsters use, their goal is to steal 
your money or access your financial 
information by tricking you into 
allowing them to remotely connect to 
your computer.  

Detective Chief Inspector Craig 
Mullish, from the City of London 
Police, said:  

“While remote access tools are safe 
when used legitimately, we want the 
public to be aware that they can be 
misused by criminals to perpetrate 
fraud. We often see criminals posing as 
legitimate businesses in order to trick 
people into handing over control of 
their computer or smartphone.  

“You should only install software 
or grant remote access to your 
computer if you’re asked by someone 
you know and trust, such as a friend or 
family member, and never as a result of 
an unsolicited call, browser pop-up or 
text message.” 

How to protect yourself  
• Only install software or grant 

remote access to your computer if 
you’re asked by someone you 
know and trust, such as a friend or 
family member, and never as a 
result of an unsolicited call, 
browser pop up, or text message. 

• Remember, a bank or service 
provider will never contact you 
out of the blue requesting remote 
access to your device. 

• If you believe your laptop, PC, 
tablet or phone has been infected 
with a virus or some other type of 
malware, follow the NCSC’s 
guidance on recovering an 
infected device. 

• Protect your money by contacting 
your bank immediately on a 
different device from the one the 
scammer contacted you on. 

• Report it to Action Fraud on 0300 
123 2040 or via their website  
actionfraud.police.uk 

Forum Freda 
and Fred 

 
 
 

 

A reminder – data protection 

P 
ersonal and / or confidential 
information about a third party 
should not be shared on the forum 

without the owner’s consent. In the case 
of a recommendation for a service 
provider whose details are ‘advertised’, 
this is not an issue. However, please 
take care that you have consent to share 
it, when putting someone else’s 
information on the forum. 

Serving The Lee 
How is the forum serving the 

residents of The Lee? 
Well, nearly two-thirds of the adult 

population of The Lee are registered – 
not perfect, but not too bad, we think. 

Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 
Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  
01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

Can   
we  

help? 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/hacked-device-action-to-take
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/hacked-device-action-to-take
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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Living in The Lee and not yet a 
member of the forum? Then, complete 
the application form at https://
www.thelee.org.uk/new-user 

Of The Lee residents that are 
registered, just over half get emailed 
with the first posting to every new topic 
on the forum and a third also get every 
posting thereafter. Over half of The Lee 
residents registered have started a new 
topic and/or posted a reply to a topic – 
again, not bad, we think. 

There are however 41 registered 
residents of The Lee who don’t seem 
to have set a password, which means 
they won’t be able to see any postings 
at all. 

If you are one of these residents 
and need help to set up a password, 
then answers to various frequently 
asked questions can be found on the 
Common Problems page of the website 
www.thelee.org.uk/common-problems/ 

Support for Ukrainian guests 
Following discussions between 

The Lee Forum administrators and 
HUSC (see page 11) it has been 
agreed that it is inappropriate for the 
forum to be used to discuss specific 
families needing help. 

If you need some advice about a 
particular aspect of the forum, please 
email us at admin@thelee.org.uk 
giving details of the problem. 

Windy Walkies 
By Liz Ford 

I 
t was a cold blustery day and the 
wind was howling through the 
trees when six intrepid amblers set 

forth with seven dogs for the monthly 
village walk. We decided to stay out in 
the wind rather than venture into the 
woods as the weather forecast had put 

out an amber (ASBO) warning on the 
wind. After much chat and a bracing 
walk of one and a half hours we had 
much needed tea and hot cross buns in 
the Church, dirty boots, dogs and all! 

The Lee Cricket 
Club 2022 

T 
he new season is almost upon as 
at The Lee CC with matches 
starting after Easter.  

We will be running our usual 
Junior Cricket with the start of Friday 
Night Kwik Cricket (U6 to U11) and 
Saturday Morning Colts (U10 to U15) 
from Friday 6th and Saturday 7th May.  

Junior Cricket 
We are entered into League and 

Cup completions from U9’s through to 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/new-user/
https://www.thelee.org.uk/new-user/
http://www.thelee.org.uk/common-problems/
mailto:admin@thelee.org.uk
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U15’s. There will be other friendly 
matches and local festivals for the 
younger age groups. 

We will be running our bar and 
bbq alongside Friday night cricket – a 
great way to start the weekend! 

We are a family club and new 
members are always welcome! 

Adult Cricket 
We have two Saturday League 

teams and a Friendly Sunday team 
that have fixtures arranged throughout 
the season. 

For further details please check the 
website https://www.theleecc.org.uk/ 
or contact: 

• Junior Cricket: 
Neil Binns nwbinns@yahoo.co.uk 

• Adult Cricket / Membership: 
   York Woodford-Smith 
   yorkaws@gmail.com 

Lee Common 
School 
news 
By Claire Gresswell, 

Headteacher 

High days and holidays! 

I 
n last year’s April and May issues, 
news from Lee Common School 
was all about optimism and joyful 

learning. I am happy to say that, once 
again, these attitudes pervade our 
school building. It must have 
something to do with the season and 
the happy events that punctuate the 
school calendar in the spring and 
summer terms; it certainly has 
something to do with the wonderful 
community that supports us.  

At the time of writing, we have 
just said goodbye to our little 
ducklings, hatched so perfectly in time 
for Easter. Once again, they brought 
much joy and excitement and provided 
our children with the opportunity to 
witness growth and change, to learn 
about life-cycles and to marvel at the 
wonders of nature. This really has 
become one of the highlights of the 
school year and we are once again 
indebted to our parent body, the LCSA 
for funding the project.  

The LCSA have always done so 
much for our children and the school 
community. A few years ago, parents 
decided to prioritise the funding of a 
new playframe for the children in the 
rear playground. The pandemic and 
subsequent lockdowns caused this to 
be delayed, but I am delighted to 
report that we have managed to fast 
track delivery and the new frame will 
be installed this month. We are so 
grateful to parents past and present for 

 

Shop at The Lee 

 
For all your daily needs 

 

A community shop, financed and 
run by the village; the shop lies at 

the heart of the parish. 
 
 

Current opening hours: 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m. until 5.00 p.m. 
Saturdays: 8.00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
Sundays: 7.30 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

 
Tel: 01494 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

https://www.theleecc.org.uk/
mailto:nwbinns@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:yorkaws@gmail.com
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01494 837340 
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this gift which will be enjoyed by 
pupils for years to come. The monkey 
bar challenge is back! 

Our current LCSA are full of 
energy and enthusiasm. Following on 
from the brilliant Christmas Fair, their 
‘Tea on the Lee’ events have proved 
very popular with parents and residents 
alike and their Easter Trail and picnic 
was a huge success. Children of all 
ages took part and, despite the chilly 
temperatures, had a wonderful time on 
the school meadow, playing games and 
finding eggs. They have also given our 
children movie nights, school discos 
and organised the planting and picking 
of flowers for Mothers’ Day at the 
school allotment. All these events are 
incredibly important, not just for the 
funds they raise, but for the sense of 
community and belonging they create 
for our children and of course for the 
happy memories they make which will 
last a lifetime.  

We look forward to our next 
highlight; our May Day celebrations. 
Thanks to some willing (and very 
patient) parent volunteers, our 
neighbours have been treated to the 
sounds of country dancing in the 
playground and have reported their 
delight at witnessing the ‘joyful chaos’ 
that ensues around the maypole. It 
would appear that, of all the things the 
children need to get right for a good 
maypole dance, holding onto a ribbon 
is the most challenging! We are 

looking forward to performing the 
dances at our May Day celebration in 
school and at the forthcoming village 
fete and will no doubt be reporting on 
both in the next issue. For now, all of 
us at Lee Common wish you a very 
joyful May! 

Bridge too far? 

A 
t our table, the bidding 
continued: 
 

   E    S    W     N 

   4♦   pass   5♦    pass  
  pass   pass   pass  

In practice, 5♦ does make, 
although it was not easy to play.  

5♣ would have been much easier 
and even 3NT makes – but would 
have been risky to bid, with East 
having no hearts. 
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 
parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

May 
Tuesday 3rd. Ballinger BATS meets in 
Ballinger War Memorial Hall every 
Tuesday, 9:30 am to 11:30 am. 
Thursday 5th. Village walk. Meet on 
The Lee green at 9:30 am. Followed  
by coffee at the Church for dogs and 
their people around 11:00 am. 
Tuesday 17th. The Lee Annual Parish 
Meeting (7:00 pm) followed by 
Parish Council Meeting (7:30 pm) at 
the Parish Hall. See page 15. 
Thursday 26th. Arts Society Ballinger. 
The Healing Power of Plants. By 
Timothy Walker. 

St John the Baptist, The Lee 
Sunday 1st.. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at the Old Church. 8:00 am. 
Sunday 1st.. Family Service with  
Baptism (CW) at the Old Church. 
11:00 am. 
Sunday 8th. Parish Communion (CW) 
at the New Church. 11:00 am.  
Sunday 15th. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at the Old Church. 8:00 am. 
Sunday 22nd. Parish Communion 
(CW) at the New Church. 11:00 am. 
Thursday 26th. Ascension Day 
Communion (CW) at the Old Church. 
10:00 am. 
Sunday 29th. United Benefices 
Communion at St Leonards Church.   
10:00 am. 

Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Babies and Toddlers Group 

Sophie Underwood, 07970 022190  
Ballinger Hall Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Katherine Hersee 
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary: 
jennywooding@btconnect.com 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 

Ballinger Evening WI 
Contact: Jo Laurie, 863492 
watercolours@kitty4.co.uk 

Lee Common C of E School 
School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

St Mary’s Ballinger 
Sunday 1st.. Holy Communion. 9:30 am. 
Sunday 29th. Parish Evensong for the 
Patronal Festival. 6:00 pm. Followed 
by wine, soft drinks and nibbles. 

Coming soon 
Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June. The 
Lee Creative Trail. See page 5. 
Friday 3rd June. The Lee community 
celebration event for the Jubi-Lee. 
See page 3. 
Sunday 5th June. The Ballinger Jubilee 
Big Lunch. See page 6. 
Saturday 18th June. The Lee Church 
Fête. 2:00 pm on the green. 
Thursday 23rd June. Arts Society 
Ballinger. Magnificent Mosaics: 
Windows into the Colourful Roman 
World. By Christopher Bradley. 
Saturday 25th June. Fayrfax Consort at 
The Lee Old Church. See page 17. 
Saturday 16th July. The Lee Flower 
Show. See page 18. 
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The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parish… and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome letters and articles of 
interest and relevance to The Lee. 
Copy should be sent to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
the month before publication. 

Letters should ideally run to no more 
than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise in the newsletter or 
place an insert, please contact Hannah 
Lane at hannahcmlane@gmail.com or 
on 07747 114640, by the 12th of the 
previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com 

For queries regarding distribution 
contact Phil Harrison on 837469. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Paul Apicella, Ruth Fowler, 
Mary Godfrey, Liz Macann, Jen 
Ogley, Adam Speller and Colin Sully. 

Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham. 
01494 778053. 

Lee Common Scouts 
Group Scout Leader, Chris Nevill; 
864881, gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Scouts, Enzo D’Alessandro; 
scouts@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Beavers, Karen Bruton; 
beavers@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Cubs, James Bruton; 
cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk 

Shop at The Lee 
Symeon Economou, 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

St John the Baptist Church 
Vicar: Revd Chris Haywood, 837566. 
Churchwarden: Trevor Pearce, 837601. 
Treasurer: David Stephenson, 867617. 

St Mary’s Ballinger 
Associate Wardens: Anne Ellis, 
837247 and Maggi Cameron, 864790 
or maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk 

Tennis Court @ Parish Hall 
Bookings: Pippa Hart 07785 323232 
(ideally WhatsApp) 

The Arts Society Ballinger 
Contact: Suzanne Baker, 864893 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 
www.theleecc.org.uk 
Secretary: Mike Harris 
07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450 

The Lee Newsletter 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com 

The Lee Old Church Trust 
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 

The Lee Parish Council  
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 07704 909324  
clerk@thelee.org.uk 
www.thelee.org.uk/pc  
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529 

The Lee Parish Hall Committee 
Bookings: Pippa Hart, 837340 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

The LeeWay 
Contact: 07845 029500 

Rates 9 am - 1 pm 
2 pm - 6 pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

To book the Parish Hall 
or Scout Hut 

 

’phone Pippa Hart on 837340 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 




