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From the Editors 
By Colin Sully and Mary Godfrey  

C 
S: Two editors for the price of 
one this month, Mary. Readers 
will be pleased. 

MG: You sure about that, Colin? I 
donôt think anyone will notice... 
CS: Well, shall we tell everyone what 
theyôve got to look forward to inside? 
MG: Do we have to? I think, thereôs a 
chance theyôll find it on their own. 
CS: Is someone a little tired after the 
Jubi-Lee, Mary?  
MG: Exhausted, Colin! It was fun, but 
I donôt think anyone else can possibly 
understand quite how hard it is being 
Queen for the day... 
CS: OK... we might have to leave 
Queen Mary to it, readers. This month 
we have letters and articles from those 
who enjoyed the Jubi-Lee. Weôve also 
got more news on Julyôs big event ï 
The Lee Flower Show ï and news of a 
musical charity event on the same site, 
the following day. What else should 
we mention, Mary? How about the 
new councillors?  
MG: Nah. 
CS: Or all the poetry this month? 
MG: Nope. 
CS: Well, we do need to remind 
readers that there is no Newsletter in 
August; the next one is in September 
when the editor will be Phil Harrison. 
Articles, letters, and pictures should be 
sent to theleenewsletter@gmail.com by 
12th August, please. 

MG: They definitely donôt listen to 
that bit, Colin! 
CS: Ahem... Iôm hoping the Jubi-Lee 
was a good start to a summer full of 
fabulous village events and I hope you 
and all our readers, have a great 
summer, Mary. 
CS: Maryéé? 

Your letters 
Jubi-Lee  
To the Editor 

Platinum jubilees are not a frequent 
occurrence. Louis XIV of France 
reigned for 72 years and 110 days, 
followed by our Queen who, at the 
time of writing, has been on the throne 
for 70 years and 137 days. Only two 
other monarchs have achieved a 
platinum jubilee: King Bhumibol the 
Great of Thailand reigned for 70 years 
and 118 days whilst Johann II of 
Liechtenstein managed a mere 70 
years and 91 days. 
Celebrating a platinum jubilee 

really is an historic occasion, not only 
at a local level but also globally.  
The celebrations in The Lee will 

certainly go down in village history, 
and many, many thanks are due to Phil 
Harrison and his team for organising 
all the events. I know that a lot of 
people were involved, but especial 
thanks are due to the main organising 
committee of Carol Addison, Mary 
Campbell, Enzo DôAlessandro, Mary 
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Godfrey, Catherine May, Claudia 
Phipps and Helen Usborne.  
The buzz around the village was 

fabulous, and so welcome after the 
past two years of isolation. 
There were also many helpers on 

the day ï Chris Nevill and the scout 
bus for ferrying people around the 
village, all those at the Parish Hall 
keeping everyone fed, watered and 
entertained ï plus a big thank you to 

everyone who decorated their home 
and made the village look so festive 
and joyous. 
Mostly though, thanks to Phil for 

having the vision, enthusiasm and 
stamina for encouraging everybody 
else and making it happen. 
Ruth Fowler 
Chair, The Lee Parish Council 

To the Editor 
Well done to everyone involved. A most 
enjoyable afternoon. The memorabilia 
brought back many happy memories.  
Chris Bruton (n®e Talmer) 
Chartridge 

To the Editor 
I have had lots of favourable comments 
regarding my Newsletter article óBy 
Royal Acquaintanceô and a few 
questions along the lines of ñHow did 
you not recognise The Queen?ò  

Here is a photograph of The Queen 
with her dogs and her dog handler Bill 
Meldrum. The Queen is dressed very 
similarly to the day I saw her which 
explains why I didnôt recognise her 
from the other gundog ladies, who 
were dressed the same. 
Bernard Tompkins 
Kings Ash 

 

,- 'ÁÒÄÅÎ 
-ÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅ  

 

,Á×Î ÃÕÔÔÉÎÇ  
 0ÌÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÉÎÇ 
&ÅÎÃÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÎÃÅ ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇ  
#ÌÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ  
!ÎÄ ÍÕÃÈ ÍÏÒÅ 

 

&ÏÒ Á ÆÒÅÅ ÑÕÏÔÅ ÃÁÌÌ 
,Å×ÉÓ ΡΩΧΣΨ ΪΥΩΪΪΨ 
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Sampson Low at The Firs 
To the Editor  

Reading the article about Sampson Low 
publishers at The Firs, Potter Row 
reminded me that languishing at the 
back of my desk drawer are two metal 
moulds which I found in the garden of 
The Firs in the early 70s when I lived 
there. I knew the house had been 
occupied by a publishing company and 
loved the thought that the Noddy books 
which my children adored had been 
published from our home. 

I guessed the moulds had been used 
in the publishing process but have no 
idea which books they might relate to. 
One has a clear imprint of an urn and 
looks oriental. Perhaps Peter Sackett 
may be interested in seeing them. 
By the way, I never thought of The 

Firs as óramblingô; it was built in 1860 
by an ecclesiastical architect, Augustus 
Frere for the artist William Callow. 
I always thought the house very 

elegantly proportioned apart from a 
toilet block presumably added on by the 
publishing firm! 
As well as playing rounders and 

cricket, I guess the workers may have 
played tennis in the garden as there was 
also evidence of a grass tennis court. 
Best wishes, 
Anne Barnett 
(formerly of) Potter Row 

 

ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 
ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊ 

 

tǊƛŎŜ aŀǘŎƘ DǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ 
9ȄǇŜǊǘ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ-CǊŜŜ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ 

/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴ 5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ 
!ǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ [ǘŘ 
мнф .ǊƻŀŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ  
/ƘŜǎƘŀƳ Itр о9C 
лмпфп ттмсун 

ǿǿǿΦŎƘƛƭǘŜǊƴŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 



4 

Vocal-Lee 
By Phil Harrison 

H 
idden around a corner near Red 
Lion Hill there resides one of 
the voices of the village. At 

our Jubi-Lee celebrations we were 
treated to the beautiful voice of Max 
Garrood entertaining us with a series of 
swing classics. Such a delightful 
surprise needed further investigation.  

Max has been singing his entire 
life, more than likely due to his love 
for music of any genre, though the 
great swing classics of the last century 
sit very near the top of his list. He has 
led and performed in acapella bands, 
sung with the National Youth Music 
Theatre and the National Youth Choir 
of Great Britain. 
More recently, he played the part 

of Slender in Otto Nicolaiôs The Merry 
Wives of Windsor with London-based 
Opera Integra as well as having taken 
a production of Lorcaôs Blood 
Wedding to an arts festival in Tossa de 
Mar, Spain. 
He was born in the village 19 years 

ago, the youngest of four. Since 
leaving school last year, he has 
pursued an acting career attending a 
drama school in London and hopes to 
study at the Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama next year. 

Jubi-Lee walk 
By Liz Macann 

T 
he festivities in The Lee didnôt 
wait for the scheduled Friday 
events; the regular first Thursday 

of the month Village Walk allowing 
some who are normally at work to join 
the group, making up for those who had 
jetted off to sunnier climes. 

18 walkers and 13 dogs hit the 
footpaths in warm sunny weather. Our 
youngest participant was a mere two 
years old and was wise enough to 
hitch a ride in mumôs backpack while 
the rest of us dotted from group to 
group catching up on the latest local 
and global happenings. We finally 
wound our way back to the Church for 
coffee and scones (red, white and blue 
ones of course). 
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Swan Bottom based glazing 
company specialising in 
Replacement UPVC Double 

Glazed Units 
 

RŜǇŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ ¦t±/ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ϧ 5ƻƻǊǎ 
όƘƛƴƎŜǎΣ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǎΣ ŘǊŀǳƎƘǘ ǎŜŀƭǎΣ  

ƧŀƳƳŜŘ ǎŀǎƘŜǎύ 
{ǇƭŀǎƘōŀŎƪǎκaƛǊǊƻǊǎ 
DƭŀȊƛƴƎ wŜǇŀƛǊǎ 

 

нпκт 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ Ψ.ƻŀǊŘ-¦ǇΩ  
/ŀƭƭ hǳǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

¢ŜƭΥ aŀŎŀǳƭŜȅ IŜŀǊƴ лмпфп фмфлмр 
aƻōΥ лтууф тусуфр 

9Υ ƳŀŎŀǳƭŜȅϪŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŀƎƭŀȊŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

-ÉËÅ ,ÁËÅ 
&ÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ Ǫ ,ÏÃÁÌ 

0ÁÉÎÔÅÒ Ǫ $ÅÃÏÒÁÔÏÒ 
&ÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÏÕÃÈ 

)ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒ Ǫ %ØÔÅÒÉÏÒ 
!ÌÓÏ 0ÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ -ÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅ 

&ÏÒ Á ÆÒÅÅ ÑÕÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌȡ  
ΡΣΦΫΦ ΪΨΨΪΩΥ Ⱦ ΡΩΩΤΥ ΡΣΩΡΡΧ 
ÍÉËÅÌÁËÅΦΤͽÔÁÌËÔÁÌËȢÎÅÔ 

No doubt we will be hearing more 
of Max in the future ï hopefully at our 
community events as well as on a 
wider stage. 

Shop at the 
Jubi-Lee 
By Katie Michaelson-Yates 

T 
he Queenôs Jubilee celebrations 
were enjoyed by all and in the 
shop we were very busy; as 

someone said, ñIt was like the first day 
of Harrods sale!ò  

The profit from selling the village 
Jubilee mugs came to Ã145. This will 
be donated to a Ukraine charity. 
The new artisan bread is proving to 

be very popular, though sometimes it is 
hard to differentiate between loaves. 
Please try some if you havenôt already. 
The shopôs next big outing is at the 

Flower Show, where we will have a 
stall. So please visit us for a chat or 
even to buy something. 

History in the 
making! 
By Claire Gresswell 

Headteacher, Lee Common School 

A 
long with the rest of the 
nation, the children at Lee 
Common CE School had a 

wonderful time celebrating The 
Queenôs Platinum Jubilee.  
Our fabulous parent association 

very kindly organised a óposhô tea fit 
for a queen. The children, all dressed 
as royalty or in red, white and blue, sat 
at tables adorned with pretty cloths and 
dainty treats served on three-tiered 
cake stands. After hearing one of our 
younger pupils, Felix Cherry, perform 
the national anthem on his trombone, 
the children all rose to sing God Save 
The Queen; they were word-perfect! 
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Jubilee mosaic 
We then went on to unveil our very 

special Jubilee mosaic. We chose to 
make a mosaic plaque to commemorate 
this historic event as we wanted every 
child to be able to contribute to a piece 
of art that would stand the test of time. 
As well as adding tiles to the borders 
and background, the children in Years 
1 and 2 each designed a crown and the 
children in Nursery and Reception 
chose their four favourites to feature on 
the finished piece. 

Who knows how long the 
memories of these events will last in 
the minds of such small children, but 
it was certainly a moment I will never 
forget. Whether it be our three mini 
Queenôs Guards or our many 
princesses; the joyful singing or the 
happy smiles tucking into tea-time 
treats, the sense of friendship and 
belonging brought a tear to my eye. 
This event totally summed up what it 
means to be a part of our amazing 
school community.  

Jubi-Lee 
connections 
By Colin Sully 

O 
n the Thursday of Jubilee 
weekend, we had the pleasure 
of entertaining some old 

friends and included a walk around 
The Lee, visiting sites of special 
relevance to The Queenôs Jubilee. 
Some were a bit contrived, but we 
took in: 

¶ The Jubilee Well (Queen 
Victoriaôs Diamond Jubilee) 

¶ The Queen Elizabeth II óFields in 
Trustô (her Diamond Jubilee) 

¶ St John the Baptist Church 
(rehearsal for The Queenôs 
Coronation) 

¶ The Lee Manor and the green. 

Mini Queenôs Guard  
at Lee Common School 

We are indebted to Ruth and 
Florence Gillick for transforming our 
ideas into an achievable design and 
organising its creation. In the weeks 
leading up to the Jubilee, they 
patiently worked with each and every 
child in the school to create an 
absolute masterpiece which we hope 
will serve as a wonderful reminder of 
this special day for many years to 
come. Our thanks also go to local 
artist, Claudia Phipps, who painted the 
beautiful porcelain centre-piece and to 
Anthony Jenks for its safe installation! 
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ñWhatôs the connection with the 
Manor?ò I hear you cry. Well, it is a bit 
contrived, but 1952 (the year of The 
Queenôs accession to the throne) was 
also the year that Ivor Stewart-Liberty 
died, and it was the death duties that 
followed that led to the breakup of 
large parts of the estate and the manor 
to become what we see today... so it is 
also a platinum anniversary. (I did say 
it was a bit contrived!) 
Our friends were greatly impressed 

by our parish and its history, by the 
friendliness of everyone they bumped 
into and by the photographic skills of 
Joy Soule and Revd Chris. A great 
start to the BIG weekend! 
Most of them are due back on 26th 

June for another walk... this time, Iôm 
taking them to see HS2! 

Prepared-Lee 
By Enzo DõAlessandro 

W 
e arranged the investitures 
for the Jubilee celebrations, 
and it was poignant to see 

so many people as we shared such an 
important event in the life of Scouts.  
What a perfect time for each of us to 

promise on our honour to do our duty: 
whilst celebrating our Queenôs Platinum 
Jubilee. New Scouts make the Promise 
for the first time; older Scouts and 
Leaders renew the Promise every time 
they participate in an investiture. 
Honour, Duty ï these values matter, they 
donôt fade, as our monarch reminds us 
by upholding them on every occasion. 
We do, of course, learn by doing, 

and activities and games are some of 
the ways we explore deep questions: 
our celebrations continue in more 
ways than one! Those of you who 
attended the event might have seen the 
subtle nod to knights via the Patrol 

* "ÒÏ×Î &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 
)ÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ &ÁÍÉÌÙ &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 

*ÂÒÏ×ÎÆÕÎÅÒÁÌÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢÃÏȢÕË 

¶ 7ÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÕÃËÓ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ !×ÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ 

ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ςπςρ 

¶ 2ÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ 4ÈÅ 'ÏÏÄ &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ 'ÕÉÄÅ 

7ÅÎÄÏÖÅÒ  
ςσ (ÉÇÈ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ 
(0ςς φ$5 

πρςωφ σρςςςς 

!ÍÅÒÓÈÁÍ  
φχ 7ÏÏÄÓÉÄÅ 2ÏÁÄ 

(0φ φ!! 
πρτωτ χςχτχτ 

*ÁÓÏÎ "ÒÏ×Î ÈÁÓ ÏÖÅÒ ςυ 

ÙÅÁÒÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÈÅÒÅ 

ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁËÉÎÇ 

ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÁÒÒÁÎÇÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ 

3ÅÒÖÉÎÇ 7ÅÎÄÏÖÅÒȟ !ÙÌÅÓÂÕÒÙȟ !ÍÅÒÓÈÁÍȟ 

4ÈÅ #ÈÁÌÆÏÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁÓȢ 
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arms and took the worry on together. 
It was an opportunity not to be missed, 
the first village event post Covid.  
And we neednôt have worried, of 

course you came! All that pent up joy 
was just waiting to be released. By 
lunchtime on 3rd June there was a small 
crowd on the green, happily sat round 
in groups on camp chairs, in a scene 
reminiscent of lockdown.  
The Cock and Rabbit served 40 

platinum platters and countless 
lemonades and crisps for the kids, and 
by race time all echoes of the last two 
dreary years had gone! The kids were 
brilliantly put through their paces and 
kept in check by Giles Robertson. 
Each received a Platinum Jubilee 
medal as a souvenir of the day. The 
Scout Master, Chris Nevill, and his 
1952 bus brought people from Swan 
Bottom and the Parish Hall to the 
green, enhancing the feeling that this 
was indeed a very special day. 

Dulcie Gillick with her winnings! 

shields hanging from our portal. 
Watch this space ï and indeed donôt 
be surprised if you find yourself in the 
midst of a medieval tournament (of a 
fashion...) in the woods. Knights have 
a special place in Scouting (see a 
previous article about St George), and 
weôll be exploring this aspect of our 
Scouting heritage to continue the 
theme of honour and duty. 

Before I finish the article, please 
be ready for a visit by the Scouts in 
the next few weeks for the traditional 
donations to the Tombola we hold at 
the Flower Show! A leaflet is coming 
up soon. See you there! 

The Jubi-Lee 
By Mary Godfrey 

I 
tôs always a bit of a worry 
organising a new village event. A 
worry that no one will come, 

especially when the date is in half 
term. A worry that you wonôt be able 
to provide enough entertainment, or 
dry spaces or mugs for the endless tea 
required to keep the villagers happy. A 
worry that no one will come and help. 
And who has all the bunting? And 
where can we borrow a keyboard?  
A small band of volunteers 

coalesced after Phil Harrisonôs call to 
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Best dressed competition 
 It was wonderful to see the green 

so busy with people again, many 
dressed in red, white and blue and 
even a few in costumes! From a 
wonderful display of crowns, Dulcie 
Gillick was pronounced the best 
dressed on the day and she won a 
gigantic bar of chocolate plus a trip 
round the green on a beautifully 
decorated rickshaw. The rickshaw was 
a memento of the Silver Jubilee and, 
according to the pedaller, it handled 
like it had been around for The 
Queenôs coronation too!  
The Tug-of-War was as popular as 

ever and exciting to watch, with four 
different matches. Each one was over 
two pulls, switching ends to ensure 
fairness, as the green is a on a bit of a 
slope. The under 10s match was 
especially well contested, neither team 
wanting to give way and each rallying 
many times when it appeared lost. It 
was great fun. 

To the hall! 
Trying to persuade the crowd to 

join in with a Jubilee parade proved to 
be a step too far on the day. As much 
as our MC, Peter Macann, tried to 
encourage and direct people to process 
together to the village hall, the loud 
hailer was just not up to the task, and 
everyone lolled around like it was 
some kind of public holiday!  

 

a!w¢Lb ¢I9 aL[Ya!b [¢5 
¸ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŘŀƛǊȅƳŀƴ 9ǎǘ мфуф  
5ƻƻǊǎǘŜǇ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴƛƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ 

 

          ¢ƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭΥ 

        лмппн уоофпп 
       tƘƻƴŜǎ ƳŀƴƴŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  
            пǇƳ-сǇƳ aƻƴ-CǊƛ 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

 

But, as the onlookers watched 
Bernard Tompkins drive off in his 
1954 Bentley R type, followed by the 
chugging vintage tractors of Robert 
Brown and Trevor Pearce, the crowd 
started to move. And when the 
Bunceôs trailer full of excited, 
beaming children sat atop straw bales 
made its way, swaying off down the 
road, everyone was up and off to the 
Parish Hall for the next instalment of 
Jubilee celebrations, the final few of 
us squeezing onto the scout bus to 
catch a ride, 1950ôs style. 

National anthems 
Once at the Parish Hall, the 

Occasional Singers, who had been 
coordinated specially for the event by 
Keith and Diana Taylor and brilliantly 
led by Louise Wadsworth, opened, of 
course, with a rousing rendition of the 
British national anthem. The national 
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what all the fields in the parish are 
called! The beautiful commemorative 
mosaic destined for the school hall was 
also on display (see page 6).  
Our final jaunt of the day, for those 

now full of Jubilee spirit and not 
wanting to go home, was onto the 
cricket club. And they couldnôt cook 
the burgers quickly enough to keep up 
with demand!  
Thanks have already been said, but 

Iôd like to add the team at The Shop 
onto the list. For opening and working 
tirelessly throughout the event, 
missing most of the celebrations!  
And, of course, thanks to all of  

you for coming! 
[Photographs taken at the Jubilee 

and Church F°te ï including those in the 
centrefold ï are on the village website at 
www.thelee.org.uk/june-2022/  Ed] 

The Lee 
Flower Show 
is for you 
By Jonathan Batten 

W 
hat a wonderful village we 
live in. Where else can you 
experience the exhilaration of 

the Jubi-Lee celebrations and the Church 
F°te all in one month? 
But listen up folks, those joyous 

party events have come and gone; itôs 
time to look forward to the future and 
this month itôs what you have all been 
waiting for: The Lee Flower Show on 
Saturday 16th July... can it get any 
more exciting than that? 
The committee has been getting on 

with the job: the posters are on the 
roadsides; the flags will be flying, and 
the cricket field will be transformed 
with the biggest tent seen in The Lee 
since 2019. The grass is being cut, the 

anthem of Ukraine followed. Learnt by 
the choir in English and accompanied 
with gusto by some of the villageôs 
Ukrainian guests, the heartfelt singing 
bought a tear to many eyes. Lastly the 
choir performed a special remix of 
Abbaôs Dancing Queen to cheer us all 
up again.  

As picnics were devoured and 
friendships renewed under the generous 
canopy of the trees, most of the 
children were raucously entertained in 
the scout hut by óMagic Carlô. The 
singing continued outside; Max 
Garrood elegantly performed some 
swing classics which fitted the mood 
wonderfully (see Vocal-Lee page 4), 
and an impromptu performance by 
local mum Sarah Cherry left everyone 
wondering where this talent had been 
hiding and feeling very grateful they 
had come out to play today!  

Village memorabilia 
The free tea kept on flowing, 

thanks to the tireless efforts of Ros 
Morris and her team on tea duty and, 
for those lucky enough to step into the 
Parish Hall, there was a vast collection 
of village memorabilia to appreciate. 
Carefully curated and displayed by 
Carol Addison, it provided a wonderful 
opportunity to reminisce of Jubilee 
celebrations past and, for newer 
members of the village, to discover 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/june-2022/
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bands are tuning up, the magician is 
rehearsing her tricks, the animals are 
pacing up and down, the cups are 
being polished, the coconuts are being 
cut from the palms, the beer is 
brewing, the ice cream is freezingé  

What will you do? 

For your part you need to decide 
on your entries and get those to Ann 
Ash by 14th July. Itôs all there in the 
schedule ï a variety of classes for all 
of you to participate in ï if youôve 
mislaid it we can get you another copy 
or you can download it from the 
village website ï just follow the 
Flower Show link.  
If you need any help with entries, 

please feel free to ring our dedicated 
helpline 01494 837550. 
A small army of helpers is needed to 

put on the show so thank you to all 
those who have already enlisted ï if you 
havenôt been asked please donôt feel left 
out, just call me on 01494 837450. 
If you would like to donate a prize 

for the raffle, then call Jonathan 
Batten on 01494 837450. If you have 
bric-a-brac call Charlotte Reynolds on 
01494 793221. If you have books for 
the bookstall call Andrew Cowper on 
01494 837922. 
If you can bake a cake for the tea 

tent, then bring it along to the pavilion 
in the morning or better still enter it in 
a cookery class and then donate half 
of it to the tea tent. If you would like 
to help in the tea tent call Claire Wise 
on 07973 461235. 
One last thing, in case the last two 

years have changed your pecuniary 
habits, remember this is an outdoor 

event on the cricket field where credit 
and debit cards donôt cut the mustard 
and phones donôt work, so you know 
what that means? Cash is king. Draw 
some out and bring it with you.  

éand in the evening... 

Dance to  
The Sweet and 
Lowdown 

P 
ut on your dancing shoes and get 
down to the marquee for the best 
night of your lives. 

Tickets at Ã23 each are still 
available for The Lee Flower Show 
Dance from the Shop at The Lee until 
Saturday 2nd July, and thereafter by 
contacting Liz and Mina at 
theleeflowershowdance@gmail.com 

mailto:theleeflowershowdance@gmail.com
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Keep dancing 
ótil midnight 
By Diana Taylor 

Stay the course and keep dancing ôtil 
midnight 
Put your feet up in late afternoon  
Eat cake and drink tea with increasing 
delight  
Join the singers to warble or croon 
 
Go all sixties and don on some flowers 
Live now as never before  
Wear sunshades and macs lest the 
showers  
Make you damp whilst youôre waiting 
for more  
 
Say ñGoodbyeò to those Covid 
restrictions  
Say ñHelloò to your friends old and new  

Forget international afflictions  
And do something entirely for you  
 
Have a look at The Lee Flower Show 
brochure  
Decide on an entry to make  
Take a risk, have a go, thereôs no need 
to be sure  
How to sew or to pot or to bake 
  
Donôt believe that perfection is wanted  
It is entries we want with some flair  
and the will with your friends to be 
bonded  
So, donôt stay at home in your chair  
 
Have some fun, hear the band and be 
bright  
And if youôre not shattered by then  
Stay the course and keep dancing ótill 
midnight 
And next year? Well do it again! 

Flower Show: 
living memory 
This month, we include former 
residentsô memories of The Lee 
Flower Show, some from a hundred 
years ago, as published in the book 
óThe Lee in Living Memory ï Voices 
from a special Chiltern parishô, copies 
of which are available at the Shop at 
The Lee. 

Mary Dwight (1921 ï 2003) 
Mary was born at Pheasant Cottage, 
Ballinger and went to school at Lee 
Common. Her mother, Lucy Dwight 
was lowered down the Jubilee Well, 
when it was opened in 1897. She 
recalls from her own childhood: 

ñT 
here was great excitement 
when the marquee went up 
for the Flower Show. We 

could see it from the school. You 
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werenôt supposed to go but once 
whoever was supposed to bring me 
home took me up there. I was very 
anxious because I knew I wasnôt 
supposed to be there. I remember 
walking along with my wild flowers for 
the Flower Show, all arranged nicely 
and clutched in my hands all along the 
Park, not daring to move in case they 
got disarranged. In those days there 
were óopen classesô and ócottagersô 
classesô ï a bit of a class distinction.ò  

Jack Wood (1923 ï 2018) 
Jack was born in Kings Ash and lived 
in the area all his life. He recalls: 
ñWe went to the Emmanuel 

Chapel at Swan Bottom twice every 
Sunday. That was the meeting place 
for everybody in Swan Bottom and 
Kings Ash.  
ñAt the Flower Show, each chapel 

had a group ï the Emmanuel, the 
Baptist, the Methodist, and The Lee 
Church. Our two Elders used to hold 
our banner up. It had white tassels on 
the bottom, and they used to march up 
Red Lion Hill up to the Baptist 
Chapel. The children used to walk 
behind. We picked up the Baptist 
Chapel, then the Methodists, then The 
Lee Church group on the green where 
the band was. Then we marched into 
the Flower Show field. There would 
be about fifty in each chapel group. 
You had races and the band played 
under the trees. It was the Chesham 
Prize Band.ò  

The procession to The Lee 
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Tom Dorrell (1915 ï 1997) 
Tom was born in a cottage on Kings 
Lane and also went to Lee Common 
School. He recalls: 
ñAnother annual event was the 

Flower Show, during which the 
Sunday School Sports were held. The 
sports were held in an atmosphere of 
great rivalry and at times feelings ran 
high especially among parents. The 
cricket square was marked off with a 
running track. Two marquees housed 
the exhibits and the refreshments. The 
Chesham Silver Band played. On the 
day all the children met at the school, 
and we were each given a ticket of a 
colour denoting which Sunday School 
we attended ï Swan Bottom, Lee 
Common and Ballinger non-
conformist chapels, or The Lee 
church. We lined up to form a 
procession and were given a variety of 
banners and flags to carry. The band 

struck up and we started marching to 
such tunes as Onward, Christian 
Soldiers to the Parish Church where a 
short service was held. Then we 
resumed our march behind the band 
round the green and back to the cricket 
ground where we had the races. 
ñAfter the prizes had been handed 

out, usually by the Libertys, we were 
taken to the refreshment tent where 
tea was laid out for us, and by the end 
of the day we had had a jolly good 
time. Practically everyone who could 
walk as far as the cricket ground put 
in an appearance.ò 

Percy Langston (1911 ï 2007) 
Percy was born in St Leonards and 
came to The Lee in 1936 when he 
married a Swan Bottom girl. He 
became a great Flower Show 
enthusiast and recalls: 
ñI have always taken an interest in 

Flower Shows, especially the Flower 
Show at The Lee. I remember my first 
entries in the Flower Show, when it 
was restarted after the war in 1947. I 
took my barrowful of entries and my 
daughter, who was a little girl then, 
pushed some up in her pram. I won 
many cups over the years, the Open 
Cup about thirteen times.ò  

 

Percy with his cups 
 

Has anyone else won the Flower 
Show Open Cup so many times as 
Percy, I wonder? 
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Send in the crowns 
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