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From the Editors 
By Colin Sully and Mary Godfrey  

C 
S: Two editors for the price of 
one this month, Mary. Readers 
will be pleased. 

MG: You sure about that, Colin? I 
don’t think anyone will notice... 
CS: Well, shall we tell everyone what 
they’ve got to look forward to inside? 
MG: Do we have to? I think, there’s a 
chance they’ll find it on their own. 
CS: Is someone a little tired after the 
Jubi-Lee, Mary?  
MG: Exhausted, Colin! It was fun, but 
I don’t think anyone else can possibly 
understand quite how hard it is being 
Queen for the day... 
CS: OK... we might have to leave 
Queen Mary to it, readers. This month 
we have letters and articles from those 
who enjoyed the Jubi-Lee. We’ve also 
got more news on July’s big event – 
The Lee Flower Show – and news of a 
musical charity event on the same site, 
the following day. What else should 
we mention, Mary? How about the 
new councillors?  
MG: Nah. 
CS: Or all the poetry this month? 
MG: Nope. 
CS: Well, we do need to remind 
readers that there is no Newsletter in 
August; the next one is in September 
when the editor will be Phil Harrison. 
Articles, letters, and pictures should be 
sent to theleenewsletter@gmail.com by 
12th August, please. 

MG: They definitely don’t listen to 
that bit, Colin! 
CS: Ahem... I’m hoping the Jubi-Lee 
was a good start to a summer full of 
fabulous village events and I hope you 
and all our readers, have a great 
summer, Mary. 
CS: Mary……? 

Your letters 
Jubi-Lee  
To the Editor 

Platinum jubilees are not a frequent 
occurrence. Louis XIV of France 
reigned for 72 years and 110 days, 
followed by our Queen who, at the 
time of writing, has been on the throne 
for 70 years and 137 days. Only two 
other monarchs have achieved a 
platinum jubilee: King Bhumibol the 
Great of Thailand reigned for 70 years 
and 118 days whilst Johann II of 
Liechtenstein managed a mere 70 
years and 91 days. 

Celebrating a platinum jubilee 
really is an historic occasion, not only 
at a local level but also globally.  

The celebrations in The Lee will 
certainly go down in village history, 
and many, many thanks are due to Phil 
Harrison and his team for organising 
all the events. I know that a lot of 
people were involved, but especial 
thanks are due to the main organising 
committee of Carol Addison, Mary 
Campbell, Enzo D’Alessandro, Mary 

mailto:theleenewsletter@gmail.com
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Godfrey, Catherine May, Claudia 
Phipps and Helen Usborne.  

The buzz around the village was 
fabulous, and so welcome after the 
past two years of isolation. 

There were also many helpers on 
the day – Chris Nevill and the scout 
bus for ferrying people around the 
village, all those at the Parish Hall 
keeping everyone fed, watered and 
entertained – plus a big thank you to 

everyone who decorated their home 
and made the village look so festive 
and joyous. 

Mostly though, thanks to Phil for 
having the vision, enthusiasm and 
stamina for encouraging everybody 
else and making it happen. 
Ruth Fowler 
Chair, The Lee Parish Council 

To the Editor 
Well done to everyone involved. A most 
enjoyable afternoon. The memorabilia 
brought back many happy memories.  
Chris Bruton (née Talmer) 
Chartridge 

To the Editor 
I have had lots of favourable comments 
regarding my Newsletter article ‘By 
Royal Acquaintance’ and a few 
questions along the lines of “How did 
you not recognise The Queen?”  

Here is a photograph of The Queen 
with her dogs and her dog handler Bill 
Meldrum. The Queen is dressed very 
similarly to the day I saw her which 
explains why I didn’t recognise her 
from the other gundog ladies, who 
were dressed the same. 
Bernard Tompkins 
Kings Ash 

 

LM Garden 
Maintenance  

 

Lawn cutting  
 Planting and landscaping 

Fencing and fence painting  
Clearing and maintaining  

And much more 
 

For a free quote call 
Lewis 07516 837886 
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Sampson Low at The Firs 
To the Editor  

Reading the article about Sampson Low 
publishers at The Firs, Potter Row 
reminded me that languishing at the 
back of my desk drawer are two metal 
moulds which I found in the garden of 
The Firs in the early 70s when I lived 
there. I knew the house had been 
occupied by a publishing company and 
loved the thought that the Noddy books 
which my children adored had been 
published from our home. 

I guessed the moulds had been used 
in the publishing process but have no 
idea which books they might relate to. 
One has a clear imprint of an urn and 
looks oriental. Perhaps Peter Sackett 
may be interested in seeing them. 

By the way, I never thought of The 
Firs as ‘rambling’; it was built in 1860 
by an ecclesiastical architect, Augustus 
Frere for the artist William Callow. 

I always thought the house very 
elegantly proportioned apart from a 
toilet block presumably added on by the 
publishing firm! 

As well as playing rounders and 
cricket, I guess the workers may have 
played tennis in the garden as there was 
also evidence of a grass tennis court. 
Best wishes, 
Anne Barnett 
(formerly of) Potter Row 

 

from your local independent 
electrical retailer 

 

Price Match Guarantee 
Professional Installation 

Expert Knowledge 
Contact-Free Delivery 

Chiltern Domestic 
Appliances Ltd 

129 Broad Street,  
Chesham HP5 3EF 

01494 771682 
www.chilternappliances.co.uk 
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Vocal-Lee 
By Phil Harrison 

H 
idden around a corner near Red 
Lion Hill there resides one of 
the voices of the village. At 

our Jubi-Lee celebrations we were 
treated to the beautiful voice of Max 
Garrood entertaining us with a series of 
swing classics. Such a delightful 
surprise needed further investigation.  

Max has been singing his entire 
life, more than likely due to his love 
for music of any genre, though the 
great swing classics of the last century 
sit very near the top of his list. He has 
led and performed in acapella bands, 
sung with the National Youth Music 
Theatre and the National Youth Choir 
of Great Britain. 

More recently, he played the part 
of Slender in Otto Nicolai’s The Merry 
Wives of Windsor with London-based 
Opera Integra as well as having taken 
a production of Lorca’s Blood 
Wedding to an arts festival in Tossa de 
Mar, Spain. 

He was born in the village 19 years 
ago, the youngest of four. Since 
leaving school last year, he has 
pursued an acting career attending a 
drama school in London and hopes to 
study at the Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama next year. 

Jubi-Lee walk 
By Liz Macann 

T 
he festivities in The Lee didn’t 
wait for the scheduled Friday 
events; the regular first Thursday 

of the month Village Walk allowing 
some who are normally at work to join 
the group, making up for those who had 
jetted off to sunnier climes. 

18 walkers and 13 dogs hit the 
footpaths in warm sunny weather. Our 
youngest participant was a mere two 
years old and was wise enough to 
hitch a ride in mum’s backpack while 
the rest of us dotted from group to 
group catching up on the latest local 
and global happenings. We finally 
wound our way back to the Church for 
coffee and scones (red, white and blue 
ones of course). 
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Swan Bottom based glazing 
company specialising in 

Replacement UPVC Double 
Glazed Units 

 

Repairs to UPVC Windows & Doors 
(hinges, handles, draught seals,  

jammed sashes) 
Splashbacks/Mirrors 

Glazing Repairs 
 

24/7 Emergency ‘Board-Up’  
Call Out Service 

Tel: Macauley Hearn 01494 919015 
Mob: 07889 786895 

E: macauley@contractaglaze.co.uk  

Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 
Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  
01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

No doubt we will be hearing more 
of Max in the future – hopefully at our 
community events as well as on a 
wider stage. 

Shop at the 
Jubi-Lee 
By Katie Michaelson-Yates 

T 
he Queen’s Jubilee celebrations 
were enjoyed by all and in the 
shop we were very busy; as 

someone said, “It was like the first day 
of Harrods sale!”  

The profit from selling the village 
Jubilee mugs came to £145. This will 
be donated to a Ukraine charity. 

The new artisan bread is proving to 
be very popular, though sometimes it is 
hard to differentiate between loaves. 
Please try some if you haven’t already. 

The shop’s next big outing is at the 
Flower Show, where we will have a 
stall. So please visit us for a chat or 
even to buy something. 

History in the 
making! 
By Claire Gresswell 

Headteacher, Lee Common School 

A 
long with the rest of the 
nation, the children at Lee 
Common CE School had a 

wonderful time celebrating The 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

Our fabulous parent association 
very kindly organised a ‘posh’ tea fit 
for a queen. The children, all dressed 
as royalty or in red, white and blue, sat 
at tables adorned with pretty cloths and 
dainty treats served on three-tiered 
cake stands. After hearing one of our 
younger pupils, Felix Cherry, perform 
the national anthem on his trombone, 
the children all rose to sing God Save 
The Queen; they were word-perfect! 
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Jubilee mosaic 
We then went on to unveil our very 

special Jubilee mosaic. We chose to 
make a mosaic plaque to commemorate 
this historic event as we wanted every 
child to be able to contribute to a piece 
of art that would stand the test of time. 
As well as adding tiles to the borders 
and background, the children in Years 
1 and 2 each designed a crown and the 
children in Nursery and Reception 
chose their four favourites to feature on 
the finished piece. 

Who knows how long the 
memories of these events will last in 
the minds of such small children, but 
it was certainly a moment I will never 
forget. Whether it be our three mini 
Queen’s Guards or our many 
princesses; the joyful singing or the 
happy smiles tucking into tea-time 
treats, the sense of friendship and 
belonging brought a tear to my eye. 
This event totally summed up what it 
means to be a part of our amazing 
school community.  

Jubi-Lee 
connections 
By Colin Sully 

O 
n the Thursday of Jubilee 
weekend, we had the pleasure 
of entertaining some old 

friends and included a walk around 
The Lee, visiting sites of special 
relevance to The Queen’s Jubilee. 
Some were a bit contrived, but we 
took in: 

• The Jubilee Well (Queen 
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee) 

• The Queen Elizabeth II ‘Fields in 
Trust’ (her Diamond Jubilee) 

• St John the Baptist Church 
(rehearsal for The Queen’s 
Coronation) 

• The Lee Manor and the green. 

Mini Queen’s Guard  
at Lee Common School 

We are indebted to Ruth and 
Florence Gillick for transforming our 
ideas into an achievable design and 
organising its creation. In the weeks 
leading up to the Jubilee, they 
patiently worked with each and every 
child in the school to create an 
absolute masterpiece which we hope 
will serve as a wonderful reminder of 
this special day for many years to 
come. Our thanks also go to local 
artist, Claudia Phipps, who painted the 
beautiful porcelain centre-piece and to 
Anthony Jenks for its safe installation! 
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“What’s the connection with the 
Manor?” I hear you cry. Well, it is a bit 
contrived, but 1952 (the year of The 
Queen’s accession to the throne) was 
also the year that Ivor Stewart-Liberty 
died, and it was the death duties that 
followed that led to the breakup of 
large parts of the estate and the manor 
to become what we see today... so it is 
also a platinum anniversary. (I did say 
it was a bit contrived!) 

Our friends were greatly impressed 
by our parish and its history, by the 
friendliness of everyone they bumped 
into and by the photographic skills of 
Joy Soule and Revd Chris. A great 
start to the BIG weekend! 

Most of them are due back on 26th 
June for another walk... this time, I’m 
taking them to see HS2! 

Prepared-Lee 
By Enzo D’Alessandro 

W 
e arranged the investitures 
for the Jubilee celebrations, 
and it was poignant to see 

so many people as we shared such an 
important event in the life of Scouts.  

What a perfect time for each of us to 
promise on our honour to do our duty: 
whilst celebrating our Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. New Scouts make the Promise 
for the first time; older Scouts and 
Leaders renew the Promise every time 
they participate in an investiture. 
Honour, Duty – these values matter, they 
don’t fade, as our monarch reminds us 
by upholding them on every occasion. 

We do, of course, learn by doing, 
and activities and games are some of 
the ways we explore deep questions: 
our celebrations continue in more 
ways than one! Those of you who 
attended the event might have seen the 
subtle nod to knights via the Patrol 

J Brown Funeral Services 
Independent Family Funeral Director 

Jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk 

• Winner of the Bucks Business Award for 

excellence in customer service 2021 

• Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide 

Wendover  
23 High Street 

HP22 6DU 
01296 312222 

Amersham  
67 Woodside Road 

HP6 6AA 
01494 727474 

Jason Brown has over 25 

years experience and is here 

to assist you with making 

funeral arrangements. 

Serving Wendover, Aylesbury, Amersham, 

The Chalfonts and all surrounding areas. 
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arms and took the worry on together. 
It was an opportunity not to be missed, 
the first village event post Covid.  

And we needn’t have worried, of 
course you came! All that pent up joy 
was just waiting to be released. By 
lunchtime on 3rd June there was a small 
crowd on the green, happily sat round 
in groups on camp chairs, in a scene 
reminiscent of lockdown.  

The Cock and Rabbit served 40 
platinum platters and countless 
lemonades and crisps for the kids, and 
by race time all echoes of the last two 
dreary years had gone! The kids were 
brilliantly put through their paces and 
kept in check by Giles Robertson. 
Each received a Platinum Jubilee 
medal as a souvenir of the day. The 
Scout Master, Chris Nevill, and his 
1952 bus brought people from Swan 
Bottom and the Parish Hall to the 
green, enhancing the feeling that this 
was indeed a very special day. 

Dulcie Gillick with her winnings! 

shields hanging from our portal. 
Watch this space – and indeed don’t 
be surprised if you find yourself in the 
midst of a medieval tournament (of a 
fashion...) in the woods. Knights have 
a special place in Scouting (see a 
previous article about St George), and 
we’ll be exploring this aspect of our 
Scouting heritage to continue the 
theme of honour and duty. 

Before I finish the article, please 
be ready for a visit by the Scouts in 
the next few weeks for the traditional 
donations to the Tombola we hold at 
the Flower Show! A leaflet is coming 
up soon. See you there! 

The Jubi-Lee 
By Mary Godfrey 

I 
t’s always a bit of a worry 
organising a new village event. A 
worry that no one will come, 

especially when the date is in half 
term. A worry that you won’t be able 
to provide enough entertainment, or 
dry spaces or mugs for the endless tea 
required to keep the villagers happy. A 
worry that no one will come and help. 
And who has all the bunting? And 
where can we borrow a keyboard?  

A small band of volunteers 
coalesced after Phil Harrison’s call to 
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Best dressed competition 
 It was wonderful to see the green 

so busy with people again, many 
dressed in red, white and blue and 
even a few in costumes! From a 
wonderful display of crowns, Dulcie 
Gillick was pronounced the best 
dressed on the day and she won a 
gigantic bar of chocolate plus a trip 
round the green on a beautifully 
decorated rickshaw. The rickshaw was 
a memento of the Silver Jubilee and, 
according to the pedaller, it handled 
like it had been around for The 
Queen’s coronation too!  

The Tug-of-War was as popular as 
ever and exciting to watch, with four 
different matches. Each one was over 
two pulls, switching ends to ensure 
fairness, as the green is a on a bit of a 
slope. The under 10s match was 
especially well contested, neither team 
wanting to give way and each rallying 
many times when it appeared lost. It 
was great fun. 

To the hall! 
Trying to persuade the crowd to 

join in with a Jubilee parade proved to 
be a step too far on the day. As much 
as our MC, Peter Macann, tried to 
encourage and direct people to process 
together to the village hall, the loud 
hailer was just not up to the task, and 
everyone lolled around like it was 
some kind of public holiday!  

 

MARTIN THE MILKMAN LTD 
Your local independent dairyman Est 1989  

Doorstep delivery of milk and produce 
 

          To place an order call: 

        01442 833944 
       Phones manned between  

            4pm-6pm Mon-Fri 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

 

But, as the onlookers watched 
Bernard Tompkins drive off in his 
1954 Bentley R type, followed by the 
chugging vintage tractors of Robert 
Brown and Trevor Pearce, the crowd 
started to move. And when the 
Bunce’s trailer full of excited, 
beaming children sat atop straw bales 
made its way, swaying off down the 
road, everyone was up and off to the 
Parish Hall for the next instalment of 
Jubilee celebrations, the final few of 
us squeezing onto the scout bus to 
catch a ride, 1950’s style. 

National anthems 
Once at the Parish Hall, the 

Occasional Singers, who had been 
coordinated specially for the event by 
Keith and Diana Taylor and brilliantly 
led by Louise Wadsworth, opened, of 
course, with a rousing rendition of the 
British national anthem. The national 
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what all the fields in the parish are 
called! The beautiful commemorative 
mosaic destined for the school hall was 
also on display (see page 6).  

Our final jaunt of the day, for those 
now full of Jubilee spirit and not 
wanting to go home, was onto the 
cricket club. And they couldn’t cook 
the burgers quickly enough to keep up 
with demand!  

Thanks have already been said, but 
I’d like to add the team at The Shop 
onto the list. For opening and working 
tirelessly throughout the event, 
missing most of the celebrations!  

And, of course, thanks to all of  
you for coming! 

[Photographs taken at the Jubilee 
and Church Fête – including those in the 
centrefold – are on the village website at 
www.thelee.org.uk/june-2022/  Ed] 

The Lee 
Flower Show 
is for you 
By Jonathan Batten 

W 
hat a wonderful village we 
live in. Where else can you 
experience the exhilaration of 

the Jubi-Lee celebrations and the Church 
Fête all in one month? 

But listen up folks, those joyous 
party events have come and gone; it’s 
time to look forward to the future and 
this month it’s what you have all been 
waiting for: The Lee Flower Show on 
Saturday 16th July... can it get any 
more exciting than that? 

The committee has been getting on 
with the job: the posters are on the 
roadsides; the flags will be flying, and 
the cricket field will be transformed 
with the biggest tent seen in The Lee 
since 2019. The grass is being cut, the 

anthem of Ukraine followed. Learnt by 
the choir in English and accompanied 
with gusto by some of the village’s 
Ukrainian guests, the heartfelt singing 
bought a tear to many eyes. Lastly the 
choir performed a special remix of 
Abba’s Dancing Queen to cheer us all 
up again.  

As picnics were devoured and 
friendships renewed under the generous 
canopy of the trees, most of the 
children were raucously entertained in 
the scout hut by ‘Magic Carl’. The 
singing continued outside; Max 
Garrood elegantly performed some 
swing classics which fitted the mood 
wonderfully (see Vocal-Lee page 4), 
and an impromptu performance by 
local mum Sarah Cherry left everyone 
wondering where this talent had been 
hiding and feeling very grateful they 
had come out to play today!  

Village memorabilia 
The free tea kept on flowing, 

thanks to the tireless efforts of Ros 
Morris and her team on tea duty and, 
for those lucky enough to step into the 
Parish Hall, there was a vast collection 
of village memorabilia to appreciate. 
Carefully curated and displayed by 
Carol Addison, it provided a wonderful 
opportunity to reminisce of Jubilee 
celebrations past and, for newer 
members of the village, to discover 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/june-2022/
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bands are tuning up, the magician is 
rehearsing her tricks, the animals are 
pacing up and down, the cups are 
being polished, the coconuts are being 
cut from the palms, the beer is 
brewing, the ice cream is freezing…  

What will you do? 

For your part you need to decide 
on your entries and get those to Ann 
Ash by 14th July. It’s all there in the 
schedule – a variety of classes for all 
of you to participate in – if you’ve 
mislaid it we can get you another copy 
or you can download it from the 
village website – just follow the 
Flower Show link.  

If you need any help with entries, 
please feel free to ring our dedicated 
helpline 01494 837550. 

A small army of helpers is needed to 
put on the show so thank you to all 
those who have already enlisted – if you 
haven’t been asked please don’t feel left 
out, just call me on 01494 837450. 

If you would like to donate a prize 
for the raffle, then call Jonathan 
Batten on 01494 837450. If you have 
bric-a-brac call Charlotte Reynolds on 
01494 793221. If you have books for 
the bookstall call Andrew Cowper on 
01494 837922. 

If you can bake a cake for the tea 
tent, then bring it along to the pavilion 
in the morning or better still enter it in 
a cookery class and then donate half 
of it to the tea tent. If you would like 
to help in the tea tent call Claire Wise 
on 07973 461235. 

One last thing, in case the last two 
years have changed your pecuniary 
habits, remember this is an outdoor 

event on the cricket field where credit 
and debit cards don’t cut the mustard 
and phones don’t work, so you know 
what that means? Cash is king. Draw 
some out and bring it with you.  

…and in the evening... 

Dance to  
The Sweet and 
Lowdown 

P 
ut on your dancing shoes and get 
down to the marquee for the best 
night of your lives. 

Tickets at £23 each are still 
available for The Lee Flower Show 
Dance from the Shop at The Lee until 
Saturday 2nd July, and thereafter by 
contacting Liz and Mina at 
theleeflowershowdance@gmail.com 

mailto:theleeflowershowdance@gmail.com
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Keep dancing 
‘til midnight 
By Diana Taylor 

Stay the course and keep dancing ’til 
midnight 
Put your feet up in late afternoon  
Eat cake and drink tea with increasing 
delight  
Join the singers to warble or croon 
 
Go all sixties and don on some flowers 
Live now as never before  
Wear sunshades and macs lest the 
showers  
Make you damp whilst you’re waiting 
for more  
 
Say “Goodbye” to those Covid 
restrictions  
Say “Hello” to your friends old and new  

Forget international afflictions  
And do something entirely for you  
 
Have a look at The Lee Flower Show 
brochure  
Decide on an entry to make  
Take a risk, have a go, there’s no need 
to be sure  
How to sew or to pot or to bake 
  
Don’t believe that perfection is wanted  
It is entries we want with some flair  
and the will with your friends to be 
bonded  
So, don’t stay at home in your chair  
 
Have some fun, hear the band and be 
bright  
And if you’re not shattered by then  
Stay the course and keep dancing ‘till 
midnight 
And next year? Well do it again! 

Flower Show: 
living memory 
This month, we include former 
residents’ memories of The Lee 
Flower Show, some from a hundred 
years ago, as published in the book 
‘The Lee in Living Memory – Voices 
from a special Chiltern parish’, copies 
of which are available at the Shop at 
The Lee. 

Mary Dwight (1921 – 2003) 
Mary was born at Pheasant Cottage, 
Ballinger and went to school at Lee 
Common. Her mother, Lucy Dwight 
was lowered down the Jubilee Well, 
when it was opened in 1897. She 
recalls from her own childhood: 

“T 
here was great excitement 
when the marquee went up 
for the Flower Show. We 

could see it from the school. You 

VERMINATOR UK 

verminatoruk.com  | info@verminator.com 

FOR ALL YOUR PEST 
CONTROL NEEDS… 

 

• Wasps  
• Rats & Mice 
• Squirrels 
• All flying and 

crawling insects 
• Solar panel 

proofing against 
pigeons also 
undertaken 

THEY WON’T BE BACK 

Call Tim Simmons  
THE VERMINATOR 

07734 649305 
0808 1972 730 
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weren’t supposed to go but once 
whoever was supposed to bring me 
home took me up there. I was very 
anxious because I knew I wasn’t 
supposed to be there. I remember 
walking along with my wild flowers for 
the Flower Show, all arranged nicely 
and clutched in my hands all along the 
Park, not daring to move in case they 
got disarranged. In those days there 
were ‘open classes’ and ‘cottagers’ 
classes’ – a bit of a class distinction.”  

Jack Wood (1923 – 2018) 
Jack was born in Kings Ash and lived 
in the area all his life. He recalls: 

“We went to the Emmanuel 
Chapel at Swan Bottom twice every 
Sunday. That was the meeting place 
for everybody in Swan Bottom and 
Kings Ash.  

“At the Flower Show, each chapel 
had a group – the Emmanuel, the 
Baptist, the Methodist, and The Lee 
Church. Our two Elders used to hold 
our banner up. It had white tassels on 
the bottom, and they used to march up 
Red Lion Hill up to the Baptist 
Chapel. The children used to walk 
behind. We picked up the Baptist 
Chapel, then the Methodists, then The 
Lee Church group on the green where 
the band was. Then we marched into 
the Flower Show field. There would 
be about fifty in each chapel group. 
You had races and the band played 
under the trees. It was the Chesham 
Prize Band.”  

The procession to The Lee 
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Great Missenden 

Supported Living 
 

A warm, friendly, house for the 

elderly, in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look to see for 

yourself and have a chat with 

 Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager) 

Tel: 01494 865026  

or email for a brochure 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website 

www.abbeyfield.com 

Tom Dorrell (1915 – 1997) 
Tom was born in a cottage on Kings 
Lane and also went to Lee Common 
School. He recalls: 

“Another annual event was the 
Flower Show, during which the 
Sunday School Sports were held. The 
sports were held in an atmosphere of 
great rivalry and at times feelings ran 
high especially among parents. The 
cricket square was marked off with a 
running track. Two marquees housed 
the exhibits and the refreshments. The 
Chesham Silver Band played. On the 
day all the children met at the school, 
and we were each given a ticket of a 
colour denoting which Sunday School 
we attended – Swan Bottom, Lee 
Common and Ballinger non-
conformist chapels, or The Lee 
church. We lined up to form a 
procession and were given a variety of 
banners and flags to carry. The band 

struck up and we started marching to 
such tunes as Onward, Christian 
Soldiers to the Parish Church where a 
short service was held. Then we 
resumed our march behind the band 
round the green and back to the cricket 
ground where we had the races. 

“After the prizes had been handed 
out, usually by the Libertys, we were 
taken to the refreshment tent where 
tea was laid out for us, and by the end 
of the day we had had a jolly good 
time. Practically everyone who could 
walk as far as the cricket ground put 
in an appearance.” 

Percy Langston (1911 – 2007) 
Percy was born in St Leonards and 
came to The Lee in 1936 when he 
married a Swan Bottom girl. He 
became a great Flower Show 
enthusiast and recalls: 

“I have always taken an interest in 
Flower Shows, especially the Flower 
Show at The Lee. I remember my first 
entries in the Flower Show, when it 
was restarted after the war in 1947. I 
took my barrowful of entries and my 
daughter, who was a little girl then, 
pushed some up in her pram. I won 
many cups over the years, the Open 
Cup about thirteen times.”  

 

Percy with his cups 
 

Has anyone else won the Flower 
Show Open Cup so many times as 
Percy, I wonder? 
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Send in the crowns 
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Church fête 
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From the 
Vicarage 
By Revd Chris Haywood 

T 
he Jubilee celebrations at The 
Lee were a delight and The 
Church was delighted to play its 

part by hosting Jubilee celebration 
services – a more traditional service at 
8:00 am in the Old Church and a more 
lively United Benefices Family Service 
at 10:00 am. It was also Pentecost so 
we celebrated both occasions by 
making flame crowns and making 
animal noises in different languages! It 
was so riotous that we wondered if we 
might get some enquiries that we were 
drunk (Acts 2: 13 Some, however, made 
fun of them and said, “They have had 
too much wine.”).  

By the time you read this we will 
have enjoyed The Lee Church Fête 
and we now look forward to a settled 
run of summer services, as set out in 
the established pattern (1st and 3rd at 
8:00 am, 2nd and 4th at 11:00 am, 1st 
Sunday of the month Family Service 
at 11:00 am).  

Summertime 
Swing 
Sunday 17th July  
By Claire Wise 

T 
he weekend of the Flower Show 
just keeps on giving... Not only 
will you be thoroughly 

entertained by all the activities on 
Saturday 16th July as offered by the 
Flower Show, but now you can also 
while away Sunday afternoon by 
joining us in the marquee to dance or 
just sit back, relax and listen to The 
Stellar Big Band. 

Dance the afternoon away with a 
mix of Jive, Ballroom, Lindy Hop and 
much more. If dancing is not your 
thing, simply enjoy listening to the 
renowned 16 piece Stellar Big Band, 
who will have arrived fresh from 
performing at Buckingham Palace. 
The afternoon will also feature music 
from the Doodlebugs, the Andrew 
Sisters tribute singers. 

Bring your picnic hampers full of 
all that you wish to enjoy at your table 
– sandwiches and scones or canapes 

 
Carpets Ltd 

Carpets, Vinyl and 
Wood Flooring 

Supplied and Fitted 

9-11 Station Approach 
Great Missenden 

01494 862125 

Cromar 
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and champagne – you can make the 
table yours and relish the chance to 
kick back and relax. 

Pimm’s and Prosecco will be 
available to purchase on the day as well 
as soft drinks, including tea and coffee.  

Scannappeal 
The event is in aid of Scannappeal 

and, as you know, our local Bill Baxter 
is Chair of this charity. Moreover, it is 
thanks to a number of our local 
dignitaries that we have been able to use 
the marquee, The Lee cricket pitch and 
the cricket pavilion on Sunday 17th, 
namely Richard Stewart-Liberty, Patrick 
Walsh, Jonathan Batten and Mr and Mrs 
Crawley-White. Our thanks to you all. 

All proceeds will go towards 
Scannappeal’s latest project which is 
to buy a Surgical Robot for Wycombe 
Hospital (yes, in future years, robots 
will be operating on us!). 

The afternoon starts at 3:00 pm 
and ends at 6:00 pm. Tickets are £20 
each or two tickets for £36 and can be 
bought from scannappeal.org.uk or by 
calling 01494 734161. 

A wonderful way to while away a 
beautiful summer’s afternoon. 

Quality Building & 
Renovation Projects 

 

Based locally, PVE Construction are 
well known for providing high 
quality work throughout the 

Chilterns and surrounding areas.  
 

We specialise in both residential and 
commercial projects offering a wide 

range of services from individual 
home improvements to complete 

new build management. 
 

Call Phil Easeman on 07771 863880 
or visit www.pveconstruction.co.uk 

 
Professional    Reliable   Trusted 

Bridge too far? 
By Rita Sully et al 

A 
 weak-two opening bid can 
often present challenges for the 
opposition, as it did in this 

recent hand.  
 

♠ Q  

♥ A J 10 9 7 4 

♦ 8 

♣ Q J 6 5 2  

♠ 10 7 4 2             ♠ A K 9  

♥ K 3 2               ♥ Q 6 5 

♦ K 4 2               ♦ Q J 7 6 5 

♣ K 10 7               ♣ A 8 

♠ J 8 6 5 3 

♥ 8 

♦ A 10 9 3 

♣ 9 4 3 
 

Dealer: North 
Vulnerability: none 

  

North opened 2♥. How would you 
bid E-W from there and how does it 
play? See page 25. 

https://scannappeal.org.uk
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Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

What time is 
love? 
By Holly Williams  

W 
hen the world locked down 
in March 2020, I was 
staying in Swan Bottom – 

my partner Tommo and I had fled 
London to stay with his parents when 
things started looking bleak. Of 
course, they continued to be bleak for 
quite some time. 

Overnight, my work as a journalist 
dried up; no book or theatre reviews, 
while advertising revenue disappeared 
for newspapers, who duly stopped 
using freelancers altogether. Plus, the 
whole household got Covid – 
something I have, in fact, written a 
little about for a previous newsletter! 

Yet while it was an awful time in 
many, many ways, and I wouldn’t 
want to be too misty-eyed when 

looking back, lockdown did also turn 
out to be something of an opportunity 
for me: while staying with Ruth and 
Graham at the Blacksmith’s Cottage, I 
finally finished writing a novel, called 
What Time is Love? It has just been 
published in hardback by Orion – and 
is available in all good bookshops, as 
well as online and as an audio book. 
All of which is a total dream-come-
true for this debut author. 

I had written a good chunk of the 
novel before the pandemic hit but was 
always craving more time to focus on 
it, away from the demands of days 
writing articles, evenings reviewing 
theatre, and a typically hectic city-
dweller social life. Lockdown gave me 
that opportunity – and staying in The 
Lee gave me the perfect setting. 

Spring 2020 
It was a gloriously, unseasonable 

hot spring, as I’m sure everyone 
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What Time is Love? imagines what 
would happen if one couple met at 
three points in the 20th century: 1947, 
1967, and 1987. Each time they meet, 
Violet and Albert are always 20, but 
the world around them changes 
hugely, and they must reckon with 
differences between them in gender, 
class, opportunity and ambition.  

Trials of publishing 
Writing and publishing a book is a 

long journey. Although I finished a 
first draft in spring 2020 – and I 
remember we all gladly seized the 
chance to have something to celebrate 
in that weird time – it was a very long 
and rather rough first draft, and it was 
many more months till it was fully re-
written, edited and polished enough to 
send to publishers.  

There was fact-checking and 
further research to do, which involved 
interviewing people with lived 
experience of the times I was writing 
about, as well as hoovering up books, 
articles, documentaries, radio and TV 
shows – about everything from the 
founding of the welfare state to the 
atmosphere of San Francisco in the 
Seventies to environmental road 
protests of the early Nineties (history 
that, oddly, rather felt like it was 
repeating itself with the anti-HS2 
protests happening locally). 

But all that work provided 
something of a tonic – researching and 
writing What Time is Love? allowed 
me to travel back in time, diving down 
into half a century of Britain’s past, 
and escaping the grim reality of 2020 
for a little while. I hope, now it’s been 
published, that it may transport its 
readers too. 

For more information see the 
advertisement on P23 and Holly’s 
website: hollywrites.com 

remembers, and my days were 
divided between quiet writing 
sessions at my laptop, reading various 
books and articles for research in the 
garden, and taking long, dreamy 
walks through the gorgeous local 
countryside – letting the fresh air, the 
rolling hills and the stunning bluebell 
woods help my brain work through 
any tricky plot points or character 
niggles. I even set one scene in the 
Chilterns, where two of my characters 
go on their own walk when life gets 
difficult – a very direct inspiration! 

This book became something of a 
sanctuary too: a safe imaginary world 
to disappear into when the real one 
was so scary. There was a welcome 
sense of control in unspooling the 
lives of my characters; I might have 
no idea what my future held, but theirs 
I could simply write... 

 
NICHOLAS JOHN BATTY 

Your local property services company 
 for internal and external works 

 

*City and Guilds qualified  
Multi-Skilled Tradesman 

* Forty-five years’ experience 
* Fully insured for your protection 
* References supplied on request 

 

Find out more at: 
www.instagram.com/nicholasjohnbatty 

 

 Mobile: 07841 395867   

 Home: 01494 863275 

 nbatty@btinternet.com  

https://hollywrites.com/
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Proud of 
Bucks winner! 
By Anthea Hartley  

O 
ne of our Re-engage volunteers 
generously nominated me as a 
candidate for the “Proud of 

Bucks Award 2021”, an award given by 
the Wendover and Villages Community 
Board, supported by The Clare 
Foundation and Bucks Council.  

of our community who continue to 
support and enjoy being a part of our 
group and who are such fantastic role 
models for we ‘youngsters’! Well done 
to the whole team of Re-engage 
volunteers and our Friends. 

The Lee Parish 
Council update 
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk 

Casual vacancies 

I 
n last month’s Newsletter, I 
mentioned that the council was 
looking for two new members. I 

am delighted to say that two people 
applied, both of whom have now duly 
been co-opted as members of The Lee 
Parish Council. Your new councillors 
are probably well known to many of 
you: Adam Bunce and Nick Rose. 

I was declared the winner of the 
‘Best Adult Contribution’ award but, 
as I pointed out, I am only one 
member of a dedicated team of 
volunteers without whom Re-engage 
could not exist. So, congratulations to 
all our amazing volunteers who have 
kept our wonderful Re-engage group 
functioning for over ten years and who 
were completely indispensable during 
the Covid pandemic.  

I should also congratulate our lovely 
Re-engage ‘Friends’, elderly members 
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Welcome, Councillor Bunce and 
Councillor Rose. 

Allotments 
With the stepping down of Cllrs 

Weir and Perry, the opportunity has 
been taken to restructure the way in 
which responsibility is shared between 
councillors for the playground and 
allotments. Going forward: 

• Cllr Bunce will lead for the 
infrastructure (hedges, trees, 
fences, gates, grass cutting and 
water butts) over the whole area. 

• Cllr Chinnery will lead for the 
playground equipment, benches and 
picnic tables. 

• I will be responsible for all 
communications with the allotment 
holders, who have been notified of 
this change. 

Full details of the areas for which 
each councillor has lead responsibility 
can be found at www.thelee.org.uk/
areas-of-responsibility/ 

Fencing 
I mentioned briefly in last month’s 

newsletter that the Parish Council was 
considering the idea of installing fencing 
to separate the playground, allotments 
and public footpath from one another. 
With the change of lead councillors, it 
has been decided to bring this matter 
back to the July meeting of the Parish 
Council before taking it any further. 

Road closures 
Cllrs Fowler and Sully met with 

Bucks Council officers recently to 
discuss the poor and confusing quality 
of diversion signage, exacerbated by 
the sheer number of road closures in 
and around the parish this summer. 

It has been agreed that in future 
each diversion should be clearly 
identifiable along its length by a 
unique symbol (for example black 

square, blue triangle etc.) and Bucks 
will ensure that HS2 and other 
contractors are made aware of this 
additional road safety requirement. 

A request was also made that the 
Road Closure signs indicate more 
clearly exactly where the road is 
closed. Care has to be taken not to 
impart too much information which 
could distract motorists, however 
Bucks agreed to ask HS2 in particular 
to improve their signage where a road 
is closed either repeatedly or for an 
extended period. Unlike the 
identifying symbols, this change to 
signage can only be a request and is 
not enforceable. 

In addition to the many HS2 
closures to be expected over the 
coming months, Church Street in 
Chesham will be closed for two 
months from 27th June in order to 
complete the culvert works started in 
2020. Councillors have, not 
completely tongue in cheek, asked 
Bucks Council and HS2 at what point 
airlifts to The Lee will be considered! 

Annual Accounts and Return 
Each year the Council prepares an 

AGAR (Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return). Any person 
interested has the right to inspect and 
make copies of the AGAR, the 
accounting records for the financial 
year. For the year ended 31st March 
2022, these documents will be 
available on reasonable notice between 
Friday 1st July 2022 and Tuesday 11th 

August 2022. Please see the website, 
noticeboard at the entrance to the 
Parish Hall or contact me for details, 
should you wish to inspect the records. 

Planning applications 
Finally, a reminder that the Parish 

Council continues to post notices to 
The Lee Forum, as we receive them, of 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/areas-of-responsibility/
https://www.thelee.org.uk/areas-of-responsibility/
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all planning applications within the 
parish, with a reminder to residents 
that if they have specific comments to 
make, they should respond directly to 
the planning authority. If a resident 
wishes to make planning-related 
comments to the Parish Council, they 
should contact me at 07704 909324 or 
clerk@thelee.org.uk. Such comments 
will be considered by the Parish 
Council when forming its own view 
and will be unattributed. 

Stop Press 
Cllr Fowler recently submitted an 

official complaint to HS2 on behalf of 
all local residents, landowners and 
farmers complaining that, contrary to 
prior assurances, Rocky Lane was not 
reopened for the weekend on 10th June. 

The complaint was upheld and, in 
their response, EKFB asked “Please 
do pass our apologies onto the other 
residents, businesses and farms within 
the parish that were disrupted”. 

We don’t get too many apologies 
from HS2… 

Bridge too far? 

A 
t our table, the bidding went: 
 
 

   N     E      S      W 

  2♥    2NT    pass     3♣* 

  pass   3♦     pass     3NT  
  pass   pass    pass  

* Stayman 
  

With a strong hand and a stopper 
in hearts, East bid 2NT and after 
checking with Stayman, West 
proceeded to 3NT.  

South led their singleton 8♥, which 
enabled declarer to make two heart 
tricks, as well as setting up three 
diamond tricks to make the contract. 

KINGSHILL 
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

Chilterns 

Airports 

London 

01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

St Mary’s 
Ballinger 
By Anne Ellis 

W 
hat a chequered few months 
with the situation in Ukraine 
growing steadily worse. 

Consequently we have flung wide the 
doors at St Mary’s to welcome our 
Ukrainian guests and their hosts to a 
weekly coffee/tea morning on 
Wednesdays (10:00 am to 12:00 noon) 
during which a presentation is given in 
both languages detailing the help 
available. Refreshments, toys, books 
and crafting materials are provided for 
all. These mornings have proved 
invaluable, and it is encouraging to see 
how the numbers fluctuate as the 
children are given school places and 
the adults apply for jobs.  

mailto:clerk@thelee.org.uk
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Forum 
Fred 

A 
lthough the feedback we 
receive about the forum is 
generally very positive, there 

are two reminders that are worth 
repeating as they cause great frustration 
to users… and to Freda and me. 

Personal messages 
When you want to buy or sell an 

item or find a lost parcel or pet… please 
put your contact details on the first 
posting... and if you respond, please use 
this personal way of making contact. 
If you fail to do so, this inevitably leads 
to hundreds of further emails being sent; 
“Can I ring this afternoon?” “Where are 
you?” “Are you in on Saturday?” “I’ll 
leave it by the back door” or even 
simply “Thanks”. 

Every posting goes out to hundreds 
of forum subscribers, and this can 
easily be avoided if the original poster 
includes his/her email address and/or 
telephone number and those that are 
interested use them. 

The Forum does NOT offer a 
personal email or contact service. 

Commercial advertising 
The second issue is trying to get 

everyone to realise that the forum does 
not allow commercial advertising, by 
which we mean anything being done by 
way of a business, including self-
employment (although we have made a 
few exceptions, including local students 
looking for vacation work and local 
companies offering employment). 

The forum’s Code of Conduct, 
which everyone signs as having read 
when they join, makes this position 
clear, and indicates the sanctions that 
can be taken. We have in recent 
months reluctantly had to exercise 

these sanctions, on more than one 
occasion, and have banned someone 
from posting to the forum because of 
repeated transgressions. 

The message is simple, “if you are 
in any doubt, ask!” 

If you need some specific advice 
about the forum, please email us at 
admin@thelee.org.uk giving details of 
the problem. 

HS2 update 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

All along the watchtower 

M 
r Grumpy of Swan Bottom 
sent this to me… it’s not up 
to the standard of The Lee’s 

‘Poet in Residence’, but I thought it 
was worth sharing.  

“There must be some way out of 
here,” said the joker in The Lee, 
“There’s too much confusion, on and 
off the A413. 
“Businessmen, they drink my wine, 
HS2 dig my earth 
“None of them along the line know 
what any of it is worth.” 

That about sums it up really… but 
here’s a more detailed explanation of 
what is and isn’t happening. 

The (sort of) good news…  
The lane and road closures, caused 

by the decision to construct a spoil 

Can we 
help? 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/code-of-conduct/
mailto:admin@thelee.org.uk
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conveyor over the Chiltern Railways 
line and the A413 at London Road, 
have come to an end. However, the start 
of the movement of spoil by conveyor 
has been delayed until September. 

The bad news…  
HS2 now need to move aggregate 

across the A413 in early July to 
complete the conveyor build. They will 
therefore install 4-way traffic lights to 
enable their vehicles to cross the A413; 
these will operate 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

We are also now advised that EKFB 
will need a traffic-light controlled lane 
closure on Rocky Lane for two weeks 
(from 4th to 15th July), followed by a 
five-week, daytime closure of the road 
(from 18th July to 19th August). Yes, 
you read that correctly... five weeks!  

Furthermore, from 4th to 16th July 
the A413 will also see lane closures 
and night-time traffic lights between 
the Frith Hill and Link Road 
roundabouts, and a night-time closure 
of the Link Road / A413 junction. (Full 
details will be posted to the Forum.) 

The ugly…  
There will be many more closures in 

the months ahead and their cumulative 
impact on the local communities seems 
to be far more than we understood from 
the assurances given at the time of the 
Act. The Parish Council has complained 
to HS2 and requested that better ways 
be found of undertaking work in this 
area. We have also registered our 
concerns, about the lack of care and 
respect being shown by the project, with 
Bucks Council (to whom these 
assurances were originally given). We 
have a meeting with Bucks Council on 
19th July to discuss these issues, at 
which we will point out (again) that 
these closures will mean literally 
thousands of extra miles and hundreds 
of wasted hours for local communities. 

 
 

Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 
with a personal touch 

 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property  

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 

by skilled craftsmen using traditional 

carpentry techniques 
 

For wood with wow call  

Alasdair Cunningham on  

01494 890145 or email: 

Office@timbercreationsltd.com 
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Leather Lane overbridge 
Following the meeting between the 

local campaign group and EKFB in 
May, bat survey data has been sent by 
the campaign group to EKFB… we 
await their conclusions, further 
discussions and then a proposal which 
will go to Bucks Council. 

HS2 Mobile Visitor Centre 
Perhaps not surprisingly, in light of 

recent events and developments, we 
have taken the decision, jointly with 
EKFB, not to invite the HS2 Mobile 
Visitor Centre to The Lee Flower 
Show. It is hoped that it will be 
visiting The Lee again in September. 

Is it worth complaining? 
Residents are encouraged to 

complain to HS2 Ltd whenever they 
see or hear anything which they think 
could be better mitigated. There is a 
note on “How to complain about HS2” 
at www.thelee.org.uk/HS2complaints/  

Macmillan 
coffee morning 
By Trish Swain 

I 
t’s great to be planning to join “the 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning” 
fundraiser in aid of Macmillan 

Cancer Support after a three year 
hiatus due to Covid.  

Pippa Hart is kindly hosting the event 
at Furzefield Farm, Furzefield Lane, Lee 
Gate HP16 9NR on Friday 30th 
September from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

It will be wonderful to catch up 
over a coffee or tea and, if you’ve 
recently moved to the village, it will be 
lovely to meet you. 

We will be selling cakes and 
preserves and there will be a raffle.  
Details from swaino@icloud.com 

SHORT-TERM 
RENTALS 

From £375 per week (all inclusive) 
 

Self-catering holiday  
or temporary accommodation  

at Lee Common 
 

Moving house?   
     Completion dates don’t coincide? 
     House sale falls through? 
     Builders outstaying their welcome? 

 

Expecting Visitors?    
     Need extra accommodation? 

 

Self-contained Period Property:  
sleeps four guests 

 

Tel: 01494 837798 
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

Saturday 17th September to 
Sunday 2nd October 
By The Chiltern Society 

T 
he Chilterns Heritage Festival is 
ready to go! We are thrilled to 
be able to offer a programme 

which is back to pre-Covid levels, and 
with some new and exciting events. 

2022 is the fifth year of the 
Festival, and there is so much to see – 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/hs2complaints/
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 
parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

July 
Tuesday 5th. Ballinger BATS meets in 
Ballinger War Memorial Hall every 
Tuesday, 9:30 am to 11:30 am. 
Thursday 7th. The Lee village walk, 
9:30 am on the green. 
Friday 8th. St Mary’s Ballinger 
Coffee Morning, 10:30 am. 
Thursday 14th. Last entries for the 
Flower Show to Ann Ash. 
Saturday 16th. The Lee Flower Show, 
1:45 pm – 5:00 pm. See page 10. 
Saturday 16th. The Flower Show Dance, 
7:30 pm – 12:30 am. See page 11. 
Sunday 17th. Summertime Swing in aid 
of Scannappeal, The Lee Cricket Club, 
3:00 pm – 6:00 pm. See page 19. 
Friday 22nd. St Mary’s Ballinger 
Coffee Morning, 10:30 am. 
Tuesday 26th. The Lee Parish Council 
Meeting, 7:30 pm at the Parish Hall. 
Thursday 28th. Arts Society Ballinger. 
Music in Art. By Sophie Matthews. 

beautiful gardens, historic houses, 
private tours, plus walks, talks and 
even music. Events take place from 
Daws Hill to Dunstable and from 
Dorney to Odney. 

Dorney Court 

Booking is open, so please take a 
look now – some events book up 
quickly so don’t leave it too long! You 
will find full details at https://
chilternsociety.org.uk/heritage-festival/ 

Heritage is not just the past, it’s a 
living, breathing part of everyday life 
that’s just waiting to be discovered! 

Beyond 
Difference 
By Arabella Norton 

B 
eyond Difference attempts to 
connect faiths, beliefs and 
philosophies throughout the 

Chiltern and South Bucks area. We aim 
to find common ground and promote 
harmony within the community. 

Throughout July 2022, guests will 
be given the opportunity to observe a 
religious service and then afterwards 
socialise and ask questions and so 
deepen our understanding of each 
other’s faith. 
Sunday 3rd July. Christian Faith. 
St Aidan’s Roman Catholic Church, 
Little Chalfont, HP7 9NE, 10:45 am. 
staidanslittlechalfont.co.uk 

Sunday 10th July. Muslim Faith. 
Chesham Mosque, 212 Bellingdon 
Road, Chesham, HP5 2NN, 1:45 pm. 
www.cheshammosque.org.uk 
Saturday 16th July. Jewish Faith. 
SBJC (South Bucks Jewish 
Community), Amersham, 10:45 am. 
sbjc.org.uk 

To register and get full details, 
including the dress codes, please 
email: info@beyonddifference.org. 

https://chilternsociety.org.uk/heritage-festival/
https://chilternsociety.org.uk/heritage-festival/
https://staidanslittlechalfont.co.uk/
https://www.sbjc.org.uk/
mailto:info@beyonddifference.org
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Church Services 

St John the Baptist, The Lee 
Sunday 3rd. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at the Old Church, 8:00 am. 
Sunday 3rd. Family / All Age (CW) at 
the New Church, 11:00 am. 
Sunday 10th. Parish Communion 
(CW) at the New Church, 11:00 am.  
Sunday 17th. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at the Old Church, 8:00 am. 
Sunday 24th. Parish Communion 
(CW) at the New Church, 11:00 am. 
Sunday 31st. United Benefices 
Communion (CW) at St. Mary’s 
Church, Hawridge, 10:00 am. 

St Mary’s, Ballinger 
Every Wednesday, Coffee Morning 
for our Ukrainian guests and their 
hosts, 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. 
Sunday 3rd. Informal Holy 
Communion at 9:30 am, followed by 
refreshments. 
Tuesday 19th and Sunday 24th. 
Installation and first services of the 
newly appointed Vicar of Great 
Missenden, Revd Malcolm Chalmers, 
at St Peter and St Paul.  

August Church Services 

St John the Baptist, The Lee 
Sunday 7th. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at the Old Church, 8:00 am. 
Sunday 7th. Family / All Age (CW) at 
the New Church, 11:00 am. 
Sunday 14th. Parish Communion 
(CW) at the New Church, 11:00 am.  
Sunday 21st. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at the Old Church, 8:00 am. 
Sunday 28th. Parish Communion 
(CW) at the New Church, 11:00 am. 

St Mary’s, Ballinger 
No Services in August. 

Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Babies and Toddlers Group 

Sophie Underwood, 07970 022190  
Ballinger Hall Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Katharine Hersee 
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary: 
jennywooding@btconnect.com 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 

Coming soon 
Thursday 4th August. The Lee village 
walk, 9:30 am on the green. 
Friday 5th August. Coffee Morning at 
St Mary’s, Ballinger, 10:30 am to 
12:00 noon. 
Friday 19th August. Coffee Morning 
at St Mary’s, Ballinger, 10.30 am to 
12:00 noon. 
Tuesday 20th September. The Lee 
Parish Council Meeting, 7:30 pm at 
the Parish Hall. 
Friday 30th September. Macmillan 
Coffee Morning, 9:00 am to 12:00 
noon. See page 28. 
Saturday 5th November. The Lee 
Bonfire and Fireworks. Hold the date. 
Saturday 12th November. Shop at The 
Lee Christmas Food and Gift Market. 
Saturday 19th November. The Lee 
Roving Supper. Hold the date. 
Sunday 4th December. Fayrfax 
Concert at The Lee Old Church. 
Hold the date. 
Friday 9th December. The Lee 
Newsletter Dinner. Hold the date. 
Thursday 15th December. 6:00 pm, 
Santa to Lee Common and The Lee, 
to be met at the green by The 
Occasional Carol Singers. 
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The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parish… and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome letters and articles of 
interest and relevance to The Lee. 
Copy should be sent to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
the month before publication. 

Letters should ideally run to no more 
than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise in the newsletter or 
place an insert, please contact Hannah 
Lane at hannahcmlane@gmail.com or 
on 07747 114640, by the 12th of the 
previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com 

For queries regarding distribution 
contact Phil Harrison on 837469. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Paul Apicella, Ruth Fowler, 
Mary Godfrey, Liz Macann, Jen 
Ogley, Adam Speller and Colin Sully. 

Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham. 
01494 778053. 

Ballinger Evening WI 
Contact: Jo Laurie, 863492 
watercolours@kitty4.co.uk 

Lee Common C of E School 
School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

Lee Common Scouts 
Group Scout Leader, Chris Nevill; 
864881, gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Scouts, Enzo D’Alessandro; 
scouts@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Beavers, Karen Bruton; 
beavers@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Cubs, James Bruton; 
cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk 

Shop at The Lee 
Symeon Economou, 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

St John the Baptist Church, The Lee 
Vicar: Revd Chris Haywood, 837566. 
Churchwarden: Trevor Pearce, 837601. 
Treasurer: David Stephenson, 867617. 

St Mary’s Church, Ballinger 
Associate Wardens: Anne Ellis, 
837247 and Maggi Cameron, 864790 
or maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk 

Tennis Court @ Parish Hall 
Bookings: Pippa Hart 07785 323232 
(ideally WhatsApp) 

The Arts Society Ballinger 
Contact: Susanne Baker, 864893 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 
www.theleecc.org.uk:  
Secretary: Mike Harris 07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450 

The Lee Newsletter 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com 

The Lee Old Church Trust 
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 

The Lee Parish Council  
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 07704 909324  
clerk@thelee.org.uk 
www.thelee.org.uk/pc  

The Lee Parish Hall Committee 
Bookings: Pippa Hart, 837340 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

Rates 9 am - 1 pm 
2 pm - 6 pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

To book the Parish Hall 
or Scout Hut 

 

’phone Pippa Hart on 837340 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 

http://www.thelee.org.uk
mailto:hannahcmlane@gmail.com
mailto:battenjonathan@hotmail.com


The Wye Partnership gained their knowledge and developed their expertise within the most successful 

estate agents in High Wycombe. On witnessing the take over of these long established companies by 

nationwide chains we recognised the need for the retention of a local and independent service. Our recent 

merger makes the enlarged Partnership the strongest Independent in South Bucks and The Chilterns! 
 

All the partners have invested their own money into the Wye Residential Partnership and all truly believe 

that our business will be built on delivering excellent service to our clients. This means you can be 

confident that we will deliver on all aspects of Estate Agency in an honest, open and transparent way. 

 

If you are looking to buy, sell or let in High Wycombe or the surrounding Chiltern villages then 

contact an estate agency that is motivated by your success and talk to The Wye Partnership. 

Hazlemere 
01494 711 284 

hazlemere@wyeres.co.uk 

Great Missenden 
01494 868 000 

missenden@wyecountry.co.uk 

Lettings High Wycombe 
01494 358 358 

lettings@wyeres.co.uk 

High Wycombe 
01494 451 300 

wycombe@wyeres.co.uk 

Naphill 
01494 565 555 

naphill@wyecountry.co.uk 

Lettings Great Missenden 
01494 864 225 

lettings@wyecountry.co.uk 

Prestwood 
01494 868 000 

prestwood@wyecountry.co.uk 

Stokenchurch 
01494 509 377 

stokenchurch@wyeres.co.uk 

Associated 
Park Lane Office 
0203 368 8472 


