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From the Editor

By Phil Harrison
r I Yhat was quite some summer.
Our community re-engaged
across a number of great, very
local village events starting with the
Jubi-Lee celebrations, followed by the
Church Féte and Flower Show. The
sun has had its hat on too. On a
personal note, I have delighted in
seeing so many red, white and blue
floral displays across the villages as
part of Jubi-Lee.

Speaking of the Jubi-Lee, in the
community we have a couple of
‘monuments’ to previous royal
milestones. The well in Lee Common
celebrates Queen Victoria’s Diamond
Jubilee, whilst the playground and
football pitch are part of the ‘Playing
Fields in  Trust’® scheme to
commemorate our Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee in 2012. What do we as a
community feel about something to
commemorate the Platinum Jubilee?

It is an astonishing, history-making
achievement. Options might include a)
do nothing, b) plant some trees between
the play area and football pitch in Lee
Common, c) create a stained-glass
window to locate in either the school or
Parish Hall or d) your ideas. Some of
these ideas will require funding; are we
as a community prepared to pay for this?

The monuments in place were
funded by subscription from the
community. Please send your thoughts
in to the newsletter. There will also be

a survey on the forum in a few weeks
to gauge the community’s response.

This month we have the first of a
regular new feature by Giles Robertson
on page 22, which focuses on positive
tips and reflections about the
environment. The aim is to interest and
inspire in equal measure. Giles will
work with other locals and of course
he’d welcome your feedback and
suggestions.

A new series starts on page 24
called ‘Knowing-Lee’ where we pose
some questions about our community,
the answers to which are readily
available on the village website and
will be in next month’s newsletter too.

Sadly, we say goodbye to three
residents, all with long connections
with the community and also farewell
to the school head, Claire Gresswell,
who has sent us a very poignant article
on page 16.

Any thoughts on any of the articles,
plus contributions for October’s
edition, should be send to the editor,
Liz Macann, by 12" September at
theleenewsletter@gmail.com

Your letters

To the Editor
My family ran the Art Tent at The Lee
Flower Show for many years.

Back in the late 1970s there had
been big headlines about a controversial
‘pile of bricks’ exhibited at the Tate
Gallery. Was it Art? As a joke and



mailto:theleenewsletter@gmail.com

talking point my father Derry Worsfold
and my future husband Mike Addison
decided to display their own ‘pile of
bricks’ in the tent, on sale for several
thousands of pounds.

The well-known Arthur Negus of
Antiques  Roadshow  fame  just
happened to visit the Flower Show
that year. As soon as he saw it, he
roared with laughter and exchanged a
few hilarious words with my father.

What other famous people have
visited our Flower Show over the years?
Carol Addison
Lee Common

To the Editor

It was wonderful to attend The Lee
Flower Show again after the Covid
hiatus. The exhibitors must be
congratulated for braving the heat to
assemble a fantastic collection of
vegetables and fruit, cakes and bread,
plants etc.

The stalls were colourful and the
Amersham Band provided a great
soundtrack to the afternoon.

Thank you to the Flower Show
Committee and volunteers.

“Summertime Swing” in aid of
Scannappeal was a very pleasant way
to while away a Sunday afternoon in
the Flower Show marquee. An
amazing £3,500 was raised by Clare
Wise and her team.

Trish Swain
Chartridge

Obituaries

ver the summer, the village
Olost three more residents,
closely associated with the
area, who will be sadly missed by

family and friends: Michael Jepson,
George Tomlin and Jean Talmer.

Michael Jepson

(1937-2022)
Michael died
peacefully at Stoke
Mandeville Hospital
on 1* July. Michael
and his wife, Sue,
lived in the Chilterns
for over 40 years,
1n1t1ally in The Lee on the road to St
Leonards and more recently on Cherry
Tree Lane, Lee Common.

A lawyer by profession, Michael
started work in the North West of
England before moving to London and
settling in the Chilterns. He embraced
local life in the Chilterns and became a
Trustee, Director and Chair of the
Planning Group at the Chiltern
Society, where he made valuable
contributions to  protecting  the
Chilterns AONB.

Michael will also be remembered
by many local residents, and his co-
directors on the Chiltern Ridges (HS2)
Action Group (CRAG), for his
fortitude in dealing with HS2 over
many years. He was a strong and
willing contributor on all the key
issues, with a big heart, an eye for
detail and a sharp wit. Michael also
served as a director of the nationwide
HS2 Action Alliance.

He was also a former Chairman of
another Chiltern society — the Chiltern
Wine Club — which he very much
enjoyed attending.

His family report that his fortitude
and positive attitude stayed with him
through his final illness: “Mike had a
wonderful zest for life. He adored and
cherished his family, he thoroughly
loved the challenges that his work as a
lawyer brought him, and he was
equally driven by an array of charitable
work, and his desire to always help
others. He is much loved and he will
always be remembered.”




George Tomlin
b (1938-2022)

George also passed
away at  Stoke
Mandeville Hospital
yin  July. George
grew up in The Lee,
as did his father and grandfather.
George himself settled at Swan
Bottom and, in 1999, was interviewed
for the village’s  Millennium
publication The Lee in Living Memory.

He described his early life:

“My grandfather, Joseph Tomlin,
was born at The Gate, which was more
of a farm in those days. He built
Liberty’s private drive from North
Lodge, in Potter Row, to South Lodge,
near Havenfields on the A413. He
took over a tenancy at Little Kings
Ash Farm and farmed there through
the 1914-18 War, retiring in the 1930s
to the newly built Kingsvale Cottages
in Swan Bottom.

“My mother, Edie, was cook to the
Liberty family, and my father, Edward,
was born at Saddlers in Swan Bottom
in 1898. He worked at Boswells near
Wendover, first on the farm, then in the
gardens of Sir Alan Barlow whose
father, Sir Thomas, was doctor to the
royals. Nora Barlow, his wife,
granddaughter of Charles Darwin, was
a keen gardener and has an aquilegia/
columbine named after her.

“Swan Bottom had many more
houses then. Little old cottages have
been knocked down to build modern
houses. White Cottage was bought by
Kingswood House for the gardener to
live in, and Mrs Monk of Kingsvale
Farm owned all the houses up to Peter
Tarmer’s. Ernie Dwight, an old man
with a stick, lived in the wooden bird
houses on stilts sited just up from
Swan Bottom towards The Swan.
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Mains water arrived here in 1955 and
our bathroom was added in 1958.

“By then, I had a bicycle and
joined the Chiltern Wheelers Cycle
Club, and this brought about a brush
with the Law! Riding round Red Lion
Corner, I collided head on with Jimmy
Langston, a local Special Constable on
his way to the Polling Station at Lee
Common School. I left a tyre mark all
down his trousers and he told me off
for not ringing my bell!”

Ruth Fowler adds: We will always
remember George for his success as a
fisherman, with phone calls cheerfully
asking, “Would you like a trout?”
when the Tomlin household had more
than they could eat. We were always
very happy to accept, with Graham
making payment in a combination of
beer and cock pheasant tail feathers
(carefully frozen to kill any mites)
from which George then made flies.

[You can read more of Georgebs
memories in The Lee in Living
Memory, available from Shop at The
Lee. Ed.]

Jean Talmer
(1934-2022)

Jean was born in Hemel
§ Hempstead hospital on

11™ December 1934 and
lived with her parents
Amy and Bill Burgin in
Bovingdon. Fortunately, it was a
sister, Rosemary, who arrived eight
years later rather than a brother as Jean
had told her parents she would throw a
boy out of the window.

Jean went to Bovingdon Infants
followed by Corner Hall Secondary
School. Following school, she went to
work at John Dickinsons in Apsley
where her father also worked.

Jean met Eric Talmer through a
friend of a friend. The Embassy
Cinema in Chesham was a haunt of
theirs during courting and Eric, being
‘a naughty boy’ would take an
underage Jean for a drink in the pub
after the cinema.

They married in December 1952
followed by a move to Lee Common
to live with Eric’s mum and dad. A
temporary solution that resulted in
their living in the house for the rest of
their 66 years together. Their three
children Christine, Malcolm and Bryn
joined the family home.

Once in Lee Common, Jean helped
Phyllis and Philip Pearce harvest
potatoes and pick fruit, did catering for
parties and weddings with her sister-in
-law, Sheila, as well as doing local
cleaning jobs.

Her joy came from knitting,
handicrafts such as embroidery, cake
making and gardening. She applied
her skills for the benefit of local
charities such as the Round Table and
Ladies Circle plus the Lee Common
Beavers. Knitted scarecrows,




Christmas decorations, embroidered
tablecloths and runners, cakes in the
shape of popular children’s characters
of the day were all constantly created
by Jean. You name it and Jean could
make it in one form or another,
bringing great joy and happiness to
many people. Her three grandsons and
nine great grandchildren were a huge
delight to her and benefitted from
many of her creations.

Following a heart bypass in 2007
she was less steady on her feet and a
series of falls resulted in her being
immobile. Eric looked after her until
his death in 2018. The team of
wonderful carers then took over and
enabled her to stay in the house she
and Eric had made a home.

In the later stages of her life her
pleasure came from watching the
birdlife outside around the birdfeeder
and most especially, her grandchildren
and great grandchildren, playing in
the garden.

An appreciation

By Jon Swain

eorge Tomlin lived his whole
life in Swan Bottom. His

parents lived in No. 1 Kings
Vale Cottages, where George was born
in 1938, and where he was brought up,
going to Lee Common School.

Like many of his contemporaries,
George was apprenticed into the
building trade with HI&A Wright in
Great Missenden. He worked for
Greenham’s, another local builder in
Chesham, but returned to Wright’s
where he worked until that part of the
firm closed. By that time George had
risen through the firm to be a site
foreman, perhaps not a role he felt at
ease in, finding it stressful at times.

He was happier when he became
self-employed and commenced a
second career as an extremely
successful and sought-after painter and
decorator. His work was of the highest
standard, and he built a loyal client
base. When Trish and I needed some
redecoration at Kingswood Cottages,
we asked George to come and have a
look. He inspected what had been
done first time around by Trish,
considered it carefully and then asked
(from professional interest) who had
done the work previously? Trish
explained she had. “Aaah,” said
George thoughtfully, “Not bad for a
gel”. High praise indeed, and we have
remembered it ever since. George was
helped, when stability was needed at
the bottom of his ladder for example,
by Jean, his devoted wife for 55 years.

They married in September 1966,
and moved into No. 2 Kings Vale
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Cottages, where they brought up their
family. Neil arrived in 1969, and
Fiona in 1973. George worked into his
70s, finally putting down his brushes
when he started to feel wobbly on the
ladder. That allowed him more time to
indulge in a life-long passion for
fishing. George fished with both fly
and bait, for trout and carp
respectively. He caught many fine
specimens, and neighbours will have
received surplus trout, filleted and
ready to eat. Local exchange rates
could apply, with feathers in return, to
be used for the precise art of fly-tying,
to lure the next trout.

Another passion of George’s was
cricket. He played for The Lee as a
wicketkeeper with a neat and tidy
style, which really summed up George
himself. He enjoyed batting too, and
once he had decided his playing days
were over, was a regular spectator, and
in time offered his services as a scorer.
Again, neat and tidy.

George also enjoyed watching
football and cricket from the comfort
of his armchair. He always made very
astute observations about the state of
play, whether professional, or ‘village’.

Other interests included his
vegetable garden, carrying on digging
his plot into his 80s and enjoying
runner and broad beans as favourites.

George was a rarity in our modern
community; he lived his whole life in
it, and was immersed in it, through
work and leisure (holidays and fishing
expeditions apart). He loved walking
in our beautiful countryside We used
to meet in the Old Swan, often with
his neighbour and friend Peter Tarmer.
Always good company, wryly
reflecting on the inexorable changes
happening around them.

Having successfully received hip
replacements, George more recently

developed some health issues, was
hospitalised, and sadly died there. A
good and gentle person, and a sad loss
to Jean and the family, but also to us all,
as a local man, through and through.

“Where’s the
p1ano?”’

By Symeon Economou

hen I was in my mid-20s, |
found myself the Deputy
Chairman of the Aylesbury

Junior Chamber of Commerce
(AJCC). In those days the AJCC ran
the annual Aylesbury Carnival
Weekend, of which the Saturday was
the main day with the carnival
procession and some entertainment in
the evening. Traditionally, the
Saturday was the responsibility of the
Deputy Chairman.

This particular year I somehow
managed to persuade Aylesbury
Council to let us have the use of the
Market Square. Making full use of this
privilege I enticed a small fun fair to
set up in the top end of the Square and
erected a large stage at the bottom end.
The plan was to end the day with a
show suitable for the whole family and
we were lucky to get the Aylesbury
Amateur Dramatic Society (AADS) to
put on an Olde Time Music Hall.

Needless to say having had no
previous experience in entertainment
of any kind I hassled my AADS
contact with increasing frequency to
ensure we had everything they needed
on the day. He was calming in his
“leave it all to me” assurances.

The whole of that Saturday was a
triumph, even though I do say so myself.

As well as the carnival procession
and the fun fair, we had Morris
dancers, fire eaters, jugglers,




magicians and buskers so by early
evening there was a palpable air of
eager anticipation as thousands of
expectant parents and their children
gathered for the show. I marvelled at
my  brilliance and confidently
imagined the effusive congratulations
of my fellow AJCC members.

The AADS players had arrived,
resplendent in their period costumes,
and were gathering on the stage when
my AADS contact approached me
said “Where’s the piano?”

“Piano? What piano?”

“Well, we can’t go on without a
piano!”

“But you never said anything
about a piano!”

“But everyone knows we need a
piano”

“Well, I don’t!”

To cut an horrendous half hour
short I never managed to find a piano,
the players refused to perform without
one, and I was forced to announce the
cancellation to the thousands of
disappointed and booing members of
the audience.

This was, easily, one of the top
three worst experiences of my life.

The point is...

The point of relating this sorry tale
is that I always think that Jonathan
Batten is a local hero for putting
himself at the mercy of the myriad of
unknown unknowns that lurk to catch
out anyone organising something as
big and important as The Lee Flower
Show. So, hats off to you Jonathan —
you always seem calm on the day but
I’'m sure there is lots of paddling
going on under the surface.

Anyway, this year Shop at The
Lee tried something different by
offering freshly barbecued lamb and
chicken kebabs in a flatbread, with
home-made  coleslaw,  heroically
cooked all afternoon by Jonny Owen-

Conway. Ten stars for our fantastic
team of volunteers who put up with
Gordon-Ramsay-like tantrums from
chef Jonny and sous chef Terry, who
produced lovely street food for a
stream of satisfied customers. Food for
thought for next year.

Goqd times
again

By Jonathan Batten
fter a rest of three years, we
were feeling our way back into
the swing of things at The Lee
Flower Show on Saturday 16" July, as
the sun shone down on a hot and dusty
day there were more men in shorts and
silly hats than you could shake a stick at.

The visiting multitude was perhaps
also feeling its way back as the number
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of people through the gate was some
10% less than in 2019. Nevertheless,
they still created a positive energy all
of their own: tea drinking, cake eating,
Pimm’s sipping and beer swilling,
intent on having a good time and
supporting a tradition going back over
five generations.

In the marquee the number of
entries was a little thin on the ground;
weather conditions have not been kind
to vegetable growers and that showed.

Well done to all of you who put in
such a wonderful array of exhibits to
fill the tent with a blaze of colour and
the fragrant scents of different flowers,
fruits, vegetables and cookery to
assault the senses for the enjoyment of
all. The exhibits are the core of the
show and a testament to the
enthusiasm of the exhibitors for
friendly competition. If you didn’t do
it this year, but marvelled at what your
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neighbours produced, get ready to do
it next year!

Well done to those who entered the
dog show and the races, children and
adults alike.

And the winners are...

Well done to all the brilliant
winners who accumulated points and
won a cup:

1 Best in Show Trophy: Sue Keane

Open  Classes Cup: Stewart
Dennis

Cottager Cup: Felicity Palmer

William Holland Cup: Stewart
Dennis and Liz Bristow

Visitors Cup (Vegetables, Fruit,
Flowers). Stuart Siddall

Maurice Holland Cup: William
Baxter

Douglas Lapham Trophy: N/A
Davie Bowl: Felicity Palmer
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Glanfranco Parola
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Tim Hilder Award: Annabel Clark
Glanfield  Award: Matthias
Donaldson

Eric Hobbs Award: Callie Hayes
and Rosanna Donaldson

Morley Cup: Jack Hynds
Doggie Bag Jug: Lulu, presented
by Debbie Tompkins

Susan Cowdy Award: Grace
Howell
Ladies Race 35+: Kathleen
Edwards

President's Cup: Woody Johnson

Diploma  for  Excellence in
Horticulture: Jilly Carleton-Smith

Well done to the dogs, sheep,
goats, ducks, geese, rabbits, mice,
bees and the alpacas who endured the
heat without complaint.

Well done to all those who were
still standing after the afternoon’s
activities and able to continue to party
and enjoy themselves at the dance, an
intrinsic part of the whole day and so
vital to the well-being of the show.

Thank you

Thank you to all those who
contributed so much by helping: on
the side shows and stalls, in the road
managing the car parking, at the gate,
in the tea tent, in the beer tent, playing
in the bands, making the judges
lunches, donating raffle prizes, setting
up the PA system, moving the tables
and chairs, erecting the gazebos,
compering the proceedings, organising
the dance, being on the committee...

And especially thank you to all of
you who came to the show and the
dance to enjoy it — if you hadn’t been
before I hope it was up to
expectations. Hasta la vista!

[A full selection of photographs from
the Flower Show can be found on the
website at htips.//www.thelee.org.uk/july
-2022/. Ed]
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Dancing again
By Liz Harris

ack in 2019 my neighbour,
B Mina Hynds, and I wanted to

do  something in  our
community. Having been introduced
to the The Lee Flower Show Dance
when we first arrived in the area and
always enjoyed ourselves immensely,
it felt right to take over the reins from
Neeta and Laura.

Their comprehensive notes, dates of
key events and advice meant Mina and
I felt well supported as we began
planning the 2020 event. The
committee welcomed us to the fold,
and we ploughed on booking a band,
discussing small ways we could make
things easier for guests and generally
prepared for our first big night. Then
Covid struck. We had no idea what was
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about to unfold or how tragically the
community would be affected. With
everything on hold we hoped each
summer we could finally deliver,
confirm the band, the decorations and
reignite the long tradition of the Dance.

Each cancelled event added a little
bit more to the costs as we maintained
hope that the dance would go ahead
one day. As 2021 came around and
with some glimmer of light on the
horizon we felt eager to see the
community come together for some
much-needed fun. Sadly, it was not to
be, and all planning and bookings
went back on hold.

Finally!

As we reached 2022, we felt
hopeful, and we began reconfirming
the band and other bookings. The
momentum begun to build but in the
back of our minds was always the
concern that it could all be for nothing,
and we would be plunged back into
lockdown. Thankfully, the news came
that we were going ahead and the
community would come back to life
with its traditional events.

We have been so pleased to finally
b ideliver this year and see the community
cqmeg, tggether sharing food, drink and
enjoying live music. It always amazes
2 iug How énusiasticdj@yRulrasd, carefree
s dancb attenlets are. Volunteer efforts
p show thadtrug spiotpethetcgmmunity,
r and it is with many peoples’ help that

we, have been able to enjoy this
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always be a simple one though; food,
music and friends, what could be better?
We are looking forward to next
year and hope that many more of our
community join us for this wonderful
evening. Thank you to all those that
supported the event by buying tickets
and to those helping us on the day.

Tea anyone?

By Claire Wise
he Tea Tent was back and it
I was back with a vengeance...
but, how do you keep everyone
and everything cool on the hottest
weekend of the year to date and serve
up a perfect array of savoury and
sweet delights?

Firstly, you find an amazing team.

Erica Cheetham is always our
biggest asset. Not only did she help
with all the prep, but she rose to the
cake challenge and baked 12, yes 12
superb cakes. That courgette cake is a
serious winner.

Dom and Erica have also very
kindly stored all the kit in their barns
for the past few years, and Dom, Mr.
Handyman extraordinaire, made some
stands for the urns to make them safer
for all concerned and he took over the
running of the water pipes.

Louise Clark, a relative newcomer
to our idyllic village, launched herself
into helping with all the prep, finding
lots of volunteers and undertaking a
trip to Costco.

Moreover, she spent the entire
Saturday making sure that the cakes
kept cool (with the help of her fans)
and that everything ran smoothly in
and out of the pavilion, ably assisted,
as always, by Sara Harrison.

Ann  Alexander and Anne
Middleton were a tremendous double
act and recruited over 70 helpers to

fill the 103 slots on the rota...yes, 103
slots. Ann charmed a number of
visitors to Shop at The Lee one
Saturday morning. I hope that you
now all know Ann, as she is again,
relatively new to the village.

Secondly, you have the support of
all those wonderful ladies and gents in
our villages who may have done a turn
in the tent for years, but for many, for
this was their first time. Without you,
and without all the fabulous cakes that
were baked, we would not have had a
Tea Tent.

Kate Patterson — you were
instrumental in persuading the lovely
mums at Lee Common School and
beyond to take a turn on the rota.
Thanks to you and to Ann and Anne,
we had more new faces helping in the
tent and pavilion than we have ever
had before. Thank you.

Phillipa Constable, Clare Curling,
and your fabulous friend, Bridget as
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well as Ben Hall and Giacomo Parola,
can I please give you a shout-out? You
all just turned up and worked your
socks off.

Thirdly, there are always unsung
heroes in the background, who quietly
make sure that a day like the Flower
Show just happens (like magic).

Jonathan Batten and Marilyn
Burrows, thank you so much for being
the magicians.

Summertime
Swing

By Claire Wise

! I Yhis was definitely the hottest
ticket in town this year...
Scannappeal were extremely

fortunate and were given permission by
the kind people of The Lee to hold a
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Summertime Swing event in the
marquee after the Flower Show.

We knew that this would be a
popular event, but we did not actually
believe that it would be the sell-out it
was. The marquee was full of very
happy, very committed dancers and
lovers of big band music. The Stellar
Big Band came out in force along
with The Doodlebugs, the Andrews
Tribute Singers, and they made sure
that the extra large dance floor was
packed for the entire afternoon.

Moreover, Simon Selmon of
Swing Dance UK taught a few new
dance moves, which again, filled the
dance floor.

wEwEIEUwDD

i ll this on the hottest day of the
.we went through 28 bags of ice

Yi,)j] Sg“ to. keep all the drinks cool. 1

%fow you all survived

£ UQR Sdﬂdla@ Bt @ SvasOfokth it. We

Ordigedu pieE E36500, which is just
O@traordinary. All monies raised will
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be put towards the Robot Appeal.
Thanks to you, we are soon to have a
da Vinci X1, which is the gold
standard in robotic surgery, in
Wycombe Hospital. It will initially be
used for the treatment of colorectal,
urological and gynaecological cancer.

Our thanks to Jonathan Batten for
absolutely everything that you did
including supplying us with extra ice,
to Patrick Walsh and Richard Stewart-
Liberty for enabling us to use the
cricket pavilion and the pitch and to
Pippa Hart, who is always there when
you need her.

Bridge too far?
By Judy Hart et al
ome bidding  conventions,
although not used very often,
prove invaluable on the right
hand. Here is a recent case in point.

aJ7
YA984
*KQJ82
*J9
AK 105 AAQ986
YKQ5 v62
4953 ¢A107
S#A1074 #KQ8
4432
vJj1073
64
*6532

Dealer: North
Vulnerability: N-S
At our table, the bidding started:
N E S W
1¢ 146 pass ?

How can West best show their
hand? See page 31.

Fantastic-Lee

By The Editorial team

t is a source of both pride and

amazement for the community to

have people who achieve something
exceptional. So much so that we would
like to share their achievements via the
newsletter. As a starter we thought of
two notable achievements worthy of
being featured.

Mike Addison...

...for his tremendous cycle ride
from Land’s End to John O’Groats
raising money on behalf of the
Anthony Nolan Trust. Mike aimed to
raise £1 for every one of the 1,150
miles. He exceeded his target raising
£2,553 in total.

We sat down with Mike to find out
more about the ride. Here’s what he
had to say.

BPS

I
Domestic & Commercial
Electricians
For all your electrical needs

v" Fault Finding & Repair
v" Testing & Maintenance
v Extra Sockets & Lights

v’ Vehicle Charging Points
v Periodic Condition Reports
Fully qualified & insured

Call - 01628 522888
electrical@bpsltd.co.uk
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What is the most memorable thing
that happened on the journey?

Helping an elderly couple replace a
flat tyre. They were so grateful they
even added to my sponsorship tally.

What was the toughest moment?

Having to ride for extended
periods in wet, cold and windy
conditions for hours.

How did you keep yourself going?

I just kept telling myself that the
discomfort I was feeling at that very
moment was nothing compared to those
that were in hospital having treatment
for this terrible, aggressive cancer.

Did you feel like giving up?

Never, not for one minute.

What advice would you give to
someone  contemplating such an
unsupported challenge?

a) Train, train and then train some
more. b) Select your bicycle and
equipment carefully, remembering that

SHORERM
RENTAL

CNRBY MoTp LISN ¢

Setdtering
temporary
at Lee Com

01494 8
t26SNDI &aa

SYFAfY

the carbon fibre framed model with a
skinny saddle may look the part in the
showroom but you have to be riding it
70-90 miles day after day. Will it be
capable of carrying panniers and
withstanding the daily doses of awful
road conditions? There is much to
consider for this epic ride.

Please tell us about the bike and
your thoughts on the electric v
standard bike for such a challenge.

To be honest, I could have made
the trip on a standard cycle but having
the assistance of the motor on some of
the many hills was good to have. My
cycle is a CUBE Hybrid Pro 625. The
625 refers to the size of the battery
which powers the motor (Bosch, sited
mid  position) and  associated
electronics. 1 had to be as frugal as
possible to make the battery last all
day, so it was either switched off or
set to ECO and/or Tour mode (the
lower settings). The bike comes with
front suspension and has fatter tyres
than a road racing type machine.

By comparing notes with other
cyclists on the trip, many complained
of tingling / aching wrists and
backache. Thankfully I experienced
none of these, which was certainly
down to the tyres and suspension,
cushioning out the road shocks.
Purchase the best equipment and
clothing you can afford and don’t
forget the chamois cream for all those
important places!

Jemma Thomson...

... for her England U20 Lacrosse
Team selection.

Jemma has been playing lacrosse
for five years since she started at
Berkhamsted school aged 11. She tells
us that she has always enjoyed playing
a wide range of sport, most especially
athletics, in which she has competed




in regional and national competitions
as a sprinter.

She says “I loved lacrosse from the
first time I played, although playing
with goggles on took some getting
used to. I wouldn’t play without them
as it can get quite dangerous on the
pitch. Lacrosse is not a sport for the
faint hearted!

“Lacrosse is a big deal at
Berkhamsted, where it is taken very
seriously with a great deal of before and
after school training and school matches
every Saturday during the season.”

Jemma was selected to join the
Regional Talent Pathway Programme
when she was 12. Now 16 and
playing for the school 1* X they were
finalists this year in the National
Schools Championships.

She was invited to join the
England National Lacrosse Academy
in January 2022. This involves
attending numerous weekend training
camps which she absolutely loves as
they train hard and learn so much as
many of the coaches are -current
England Senior players. At first

Jemma found it strange playing with
girls she is used to playing against, but
the camaraderie developed as a squad
has been amazing. She says she has
definitely made some friends for life.

Jemma third from left on back row
in white headband

Jemma takes up the latest chapter of
her story “I made my England debut in
April this year when I was selected to

play for England in the U20 Home
International Championships in
Edinburgh, an amazing experience,
singing the national anthem, scoring my
first international goal against Wales,
and playing in the winning England
team. I also played in the U20 England
winning team against the Italian Senior
Ladies team as part of their World Cup
warm-up programme.”

The Senior Ladies Lacrosse
World Championships have recently
just taken place in Maryland, USA,
where England won a well-deserved
bronze medal (USA won gold and
Canada silver). She hopes to be part
of the Senior England team in four
years’ time!

Pre-season training gets underway
soon and she says “I can’t wait for the
season to start again in September,
playing for my school, club (Hawkes)
and country”.
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Leather on
willow

By Patrick Walsh

e’ve had a brilliant summer
of cricket at The Lee CC,
making excellent use of the

sunny and warm weather.

The juniors have seen great
numbers from Under 6s (a few younger
ones too!) through to Under 15s and we
have welcomed many new players this
year, including some of the local
Ukrainian families staying in the area.

Our Friday Night Kwik Cricket
continues to be the place to be on a
Friday night in The Lee with the bar
open and BBQ on! It was great for
this to be included as part of the Jubi-
Lee celebrations where old players/
members and new faces enjoyed
Friday night at The Lee CC.

We’ve played in leagues from
Under 9s up to Under 15s and have
enjoyed great success. It’s not all
about the result either; playing the
game in the right spirit and being open
to all is very much key to enjoying the
game at The Lee CC.

We also enjoyed taking a stall at
the Lee Flower Show where our U14
Leaders in Cricket pulled the nets out
and bowled to anyone who fancied a
go... hopefully we’ll be welcome back
again next year!

We have an all-girls team (Under
11s and Under 13s), which is a joint
endeavour with three other local clubs
and is offering the many girls coming
through our junior ranks the opportunity
to play all-girls hardball cricket.

Our adult teams are playing in the
Morrant  Chilterns  League  on
Saturdays, and friendly matches on
Sundays. We also have a few midweek
T20 games.

This season we have also hosted a
few county matches for the Bucks
Over 60s and Over 70s teams.

We’re always happy to welcome
new players (young and old) and for
them to come along and give cricket a
go. If you just want to come along and
watch the cricket and use the bar, then
family social membership is £10 for the
year. For further details please visit our
website www.theleecc.org.uk, or contact
Patrick Walsh on 07887 736205.

A special place,
behind a
blue door

By Claire Gresswell
It’s time for a new leader, but don’t

worry: it doesn’t involve TV debates

and endless radio interviews! No,
this change of leadership has been a
calm and cooperative handover between
two like-minded professionals, with a
passion for education and the important
role it plays in early childhood.

As many of you know, I have had to
take the very difficult decision to step
away from the profession due to
ongoing health issues and my time at
Lee Common School has come to a
premature end. Whilst I am deeply
saddened that I cannot continue my
leadership journey and honour the
commitments I made to this gem of a



http://www.theleecc.org.uk

school, I am not concerned for its future.
I am handing over the reins to an
experienced and energetic headteacher
with a passion for child-centred practice,
just like the rest of the team. Mrs
Nowell will join the team in September
as the interim headteacher. She is
committed to working closely with the
Board of Governors, the staff, the
parents and our wonderful community
to bring about further improvements and
establish a bright future for Lee
Common CE School.

I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you, the school’s local
community, for all the support,
encouragement you have shown to the
school and to me personally over the past
two years. From generous financial
donations to time and practical help, so
freely given, the children have benefited
hugely from your kindness. You have
wrapped your arms around the school
and held it close to your heart and I for
one will be forever grateful.

It is hard for me to imagine what
day-to-day life will feel like in
September. Regular readers will know
that I love the feeling of new
beginnings and the sense of optimism
that comes at the start of each
academic year. Whilst I am looking
forward to having the space and time
to prioritise my own well-being, I must
confess to finding the empty pages of
my shiny new academic diary more
than a little disconcerting! There will
be the daily dog walk of course, the
care of my elderly and now rather frail
mother; there will undoubtedly be
some volunteer work and further
training in time. I will certainly read
and who knows, I might even write.
Everyone tells me my days will soon
be filled, but oh how I will miss
driving up to this beautiful village and
unlocking that little blue door!

Behind that door, life will continue
as before. Nurturing and dedicated

staff will continue to work tirelessly
to provide a safe and happy
environment for our pupils. Excited
children will skip through the gates
and into the building with smiles on
their faces, eager to find out what
interesting and important things they
have to do that day. Nervous new
arrivals with wobbly bottom lips will
hesitate and cling to mum or dad
reluctant to say goodbye. Patient
practitioners will gently persuade
these tiddlers indoors, confident in the
knowledge that the tears will dry by
the time the child’s coat is on their
peg. Parents and volunteers will help
and support, giving freely and
generously of their time and their
talents. Behind that blue door,
children will play, laugh and learn.
Behind that blue door children will
thrive. Because behind that blue door
is where magic happens.
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Fencing the
allotments

Deer: beauty or the beast?
By Cllr Ruth Fowler
Chair, The Lee Parish Council
or some time, The Lee Parish
F Council (TLPC) has been
discussing options to segregate
the facilities provided for the different

user-groups of the Lee Common
Allotments and Playing Fields:

1 children and their parents/carers
using the playground

1 allotment holders

9 those using the public footpath

9 children using the football pitch

The main concern recognised by
TLPC is that, although children, their
parents/carers, walkers, dogs,
allotment holders, footballers plus deer
and other wild animals all have
unencumbered access to each of the
different areas, they do not always
make for the best of bedfellows.

A part of the allotment area (on the
south-east side of the footpath) already
has a fence and part-hedge around it
whilst some individual allotment
holders on the north-west side have
also started to erect low fences around
their  allotments to keep out
‘unwelcome visitors’

One idea evaluated by TLPC was for
new fencing four feet (just under 1.25m)
in height, with stock-proof fencing on
the lower part and double strand wire on
the upper. The design would need to
ensure adequate pedestrian access to all
areas, maintain access for large vehicles
used for grass and brush cutting plus
deliveries and equipment maintenance,
whilst avoiding the power line running
beneath the footpath.

Initial estimates suggested the
fencing would cost somewhat in
excess of £10,000 — clearly beyond
the means of TLPC — and therefore
preliminary discussions were held to
see whether, in principle, the capital
costs could be funded externally.

Assuming all these issues could be
resolved, the next step would be to
consult with residents. Erecting
fencing as  described  would
significantly alter the look and feel of
the playground and allotment area,
and clearly would not be implemented
without the support of residents.

Recent approaches by allotment
holders to TLPC have however
suggested that in fact their
overwhelming problem is not
segregation of the different users of
the area, but deer. A number of
allotment holders have lost many of
their crops this year due to deer
incursions, which is obviously

extremely frustrating after the time
and effort put into their cultivation.

S R R
Although not a new issue, the

number of deer in the area this year is
widely held to be significantly higher
than previously. Indeed, a lively
discussion on the problem of deer
incursion recently took place on The
Lee Forum with a variety of proposed
solutions ranging from application of
Grazers Solution to installation of
electric fencing.
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Whether the increase in deer
numbers is due to disturbance by HS2
(with some trapped above the line
whilst others are trapped below) or
whether, as recently reported by the
University of East Anglia (UEA), the
deer population in the Chilterns
simply reflects that elsewhere in the
UK as being at the highest levels
possibly since the ice age, is unclear.
The UEA report continues by
suggesting that the only way to
prevent significant destruction of
woodland and other areas by the
increasing deer population is to cull
over 50% annually.

A lengthy  discussion  with
representatives of the allotment holders
at the July meeting of TLPC made clear
that the fencing that had previously
been under discussion would be wholly
inadequate to protect against the deer.
In particular:

1 fencing would additionally need to
be installed inside  hedge
boundaries as the hedge alone is no
barrier to deer — mnot really
sympathetic to the ‘hedges4nature’
campaign described by Giles
Robertson on page 22.

1 all fencing would need to be
significantly higher, at nearer six
feet (2m), than the proposed height

1 all pedestrian and field gates
would similarly need to be
increased in height to match the
fencing, were the allotments to be
made adequately deer-proof

Besides the cost implications of
installation of deer-proof fencing and
gates, councillors unanimously agreed
that extended areas of high fencing in
a currently very open area would
completely change the look and feel in
a way that could not be countenanced.
Whilst deeply sympathetic to the

plight
councillors decided not to proceed
with making the allotments deer-proof.

to

residents regarding the original plan

for

if supported by residents, address the
original issues of separation of users, it
clearly would not address the more
pressing recent concerns of allotment
holders.
significant
address
justified, and therefore it was agreed
that no further action on fencing
would be taken at this time.

research how other councils address
these problems;
made to our neighbouring parishes to

of the allotment holders,

Fencing of the type required to keep the
area deer-proof

Councillors then discussed whether

proceed to consultation with

lower fencing. Whilst this would,

It was felt that expending
sums that would not

all issues could not be

Councillors further agreed to

approaches will be

see if there are wuseful practices
elsewhere that could be adopted by
The Lee.
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Hedgerows,
watering holes
and tigers

By Giles Robertson

atering holes and hedgerows
are the backbone of nature —
providing  secure  wild

corridors for small mammals, birds
and plants.

They are mostly safe wildlife
parks. But of course, bigger mammals
and raptors enjoy the odd free snack,
diving from the sky or a nearby tree
on an unsuspecting mouse, vole or
sparrow. You hear them all the time in
the case of the owl, less so with the
aptly named and super-fast and low-
flying sparrowhawk.

Another great user of nature
corridors is the Nepalese Tiger, which
has made a massive comeback 4,500
miles away from The Lee in Nepal.
This has been largely thanks to
securing huge natural corridors across
the country which go into neighbouring
India. These have been fastidiously
developed, secured and protected.
According to the WWF, numbers are
up from 121 in 2010 to 355 now.
Government buy-in has helped, with
the threat of 15 years in prison and a
fine of $10,000 reducing poaching. Still
amazing to think that not so long ago
100,000 tigers roamed the planet, sadly
it is now closer to 5,500.

Hedgerows

Nature literally buzzes in our
Chiltern hedgerows. Therefore, it
makes me incredibly sad when I read
the estimates that HS2 have removed
253 hedgerows in our locale. Also,
paths seemed to be appearing cutting
through our local woods, all upsetting
the flow of nature.

Outside my home office right now
a fieldmouse is playing along our
hedge... and this is the point of our new
campaign in The Lee ‘hedges4nature’,
brilliantly painted and distributed by
local wildlife wizard, Don Stone.

Nature needs these green highways.
It’s really worth thinking twice about
removing hedgerows, they protect us
and the wildlife. Cutting them too early
means disturbing birds when they are
busiest grabbing insects for their
nestlings, during the main breeding
season of March through to 1%
September. The worst case can mean
they abandon their nests.

I love tidiness in our garden but
nature is oblivious to straight hedges.
Birds and bugs love the odd bramble
here and a nettle poking through there.
They all help provide nature lifelines.

If you’re creating an area to park a
car, think about doing it with as many
natural materials as possible — sleepers
maybe, with gravel and turf at the
sides and middle. You can also try
Grid Force, which is a plastic mesh
like product which is available in
interlocking sections, and you can fill
it with soil and then seed it, so its
becomes a lawned parking space.
There are also hollow concrete blocks
available that work well.




Let the wildflowers grow in
between. There is beauty in most
indigenous plants.

Ponds

Tigers love water as much as our
own wandering birds and mammals.
From our experience, building a pond
last summer brought more change to
our garden and natural habitat than
anything we’ve done in over a decade.
It’s not for everyone of course but it
was surprisingly easy. It was always a
dream to build a pond — but how
quickly it settled in was amazing. By
the last rays of summer, we had all
kinds of new and old visitors returning
to our little patch of nature. More
nature has since moved in; first up was
the mosquito hatching larvae that
brings in low flying bats, swallows
and house martins; then damsel flies,
dragon flies, frogs and newts.

You could also use an upturned
dustbin lid as a birdbath, which works
a treat.

- b

We left all the removed earth in a
curved bank as a guard and a seat,
which is now covered in wild grasses.
The pond snails and water boatmen

are very present, not to mention
visiting ducks and moorhens.

And then out of nowhere in mid-
June this year we had our first hedgehog
appear one night in the dark, much to the
amusement of our spaniel Alfie, who
thinks it was sent from Mars.

If you have set aside wild patches
with nothing going on, you might need

to connect them to other parts of your
garden cover. If you have a larger
garden, why not leave the first few feet
from the hedge as wild area or even a
larger area? Field margins have helped
in farming.

The theme for this first piece is to
remember nature doesn’t see tidy. Try
and help with your own natural
superhighways — I can’t promise tigers
although hope many of you will have
seen the wonderful sight of hundreds
of tiger moths on the allotment hedge
on Oxford Street.

Thanks to Tom Brockett for his
perspective for this piece. And Ben
Merret and Don Stone for the photos.

Giles Robertson is former head of
marketing, World Wide Fund for
Nature, owner of the green marketing
agency Green Banana Marketing, an
academic in Digital Marketing and part
-time campaigner with the Leather
Lane HS2 group.
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Knowing-Lee

By the Editorial Team

P Iew to the newsletter this

month is an opportunity to

discover more about the
community and its history. Each
month we plan to pose three

questions, the answers to which can be

discovered on The Lee website.

The website is rich in information.
We hope this will encourage you to
look at it and explore its various pages
seeking the answers.

So as not to leave you frustrated
the answers will be in the following
month’s newsletter.

Here are the first three questions:
In the records of Missenden
Abbey, what was the Latin name
for The Lee?

. Long before the Old Church was
built, what was the site occupied
by and how big was the site?

. How much was the first recorded
priest, Canon John Slyhurst, paid?
To find the answers go to

www.thelee.org.uk

From the main menu click on
Village Amenities->The Lee Old
Church. The answers will be in either
the section The site prior to 1220 AD
or Early Church History.
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Conservation
challenges

By The Lee Old Church Trustees
A talk on the work of the

Landmark Trust

f you love watching all those
I programmes  about  rescuing

crumbling, historic buildings from
the bulldozers and transforming them
into inspiring landmarks with the
power to bring communities together,
we have a real treat in store for you.

Because Alastair Dick-Cleland,
Project Development Manager for The
Landmark Trust, will be joining us at
The Lee Old Church on Friday 14"
October at 7:30 pm to talk about some
of the fascinating restoration projects
he’s been involved with. Please note
that this is a change to the original
published date: pre-ordered tickets
will automatically be transferred to
the new date.

The Landmark Trust is a charity
that specialises in taking on historic
places at risk, then giving them a new
lease of life as carefully restored
holiday lets so that they can be
enjoyed and protected forever.

Although  Alastair is mainly
concerned with the selection of future
Landmark projects, he has been
responsible for restorations all over the
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risk’ buildings are gently nursed back
to life by the Trust as beautifully
restored, wonderful places to stay.
Tickets are £15 each and to book
call Pam Garner on 837501 or lJilly
Carleton-Smith on 837205.

A place of
learning and
worship

By Maggi Cameron

t Mary’s Church, Ballinger was
S built 149 years ago with money

given to the village by Abraham
Watson of The Lee for use as a ‘school
and lecture room’. It subsequently
became the village hall, a mission
room, a meeting place and finally a
church. and is now part of the parish of
St Peter and St Paul, Great Missenden.

Anne and I are delighted that St

Mary’s has come full circle and is
once again being used for the purpose
for which it was built.

Our Ukrainian guests (adults and
children) are having intensive English
lessons daily throughout August.

It has also become a regular
weekly meeting place, providing a
social hub for our guests, their hosts
and any passers-by so that Wednesday
mornings are busy with coffee, cakes
and chat.

Sadly, winter storms and adverse
weather have taken their toll and we
are having to re-render the front, as
well as repair two of our memorial
windows and their frames.
Additionally, the outside of the vestry
requires attention and a new door.

All this of course takes money and
whilst we have been given grants by
Sweet Charity in Prestwood and the
Bucks Historic Churches Trust,
together with several very generous
donations from local people, we are
still in need of considerably more in
order to complete all the necessary
repair work required to maintain the
fabric, hopefully by next year which
will be our 150" anniversary and when
we are hoping to have several events
to celebrate this.

If anyone feels that they would
like to help please contact Anne Ellis
or myself, Maggi Cameron, the
Associate Churchwardens.
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Community
celebrations

By Revd Chris Haywood

hen I was first
appointed to be
Vicar of The

Lee and Rector of the :
Hilltops, the first thing I |
asked was all the dates of the summer
events across the parishes, the fétes,
flower shows and the like, so I could
be at them. Not only is it an important
part of my ministry to be seen at such
events, but I’d also want to be there
anyway sharing in the life of the
community of which we are a part. It
was of course a sadness that most of
the events in 2021 went to the wall
whilst we emerged from Covid
restrictions. This year it has of course
been different, and we’ve enjoyed a
run of community celebrations.

The Jubilee celebrations were a
delight and captured the spirit of the
occasion perfectly. The Church Féte
followed on quickly afterwards.
Despite, the atypical (for this year),
indifferent weather, we were delighted
that the event went so well and many
joined together to enjoy the event. The
Midsomer Murder Fan club were in
attendance as well. We are indebted to
Kathryn Clark for her work organising
this event and to everyone who
contributed and came to make it such a
successful time, gathering as a
community — which was the prime
reason for the occasion, but also
raising money to support the mission
and ministry of the Church in our
community. Thank you. We raised
£5,215 (gross). Thank you to all of you
for your contributions and generosity.

Next, we enjoyed the Flower Show
and what a magnificent day and event

it was. It was wonderful to gather
once more as a community and enjoy
life together.

The Scannappeal event the next
day in the marquee was also a
highlight. I was pleased to be able to
enjoy it with you.

Of course, the summer is also a time
for weddings, and we were delighted to
conduct the Wedding Blessing of James
and Becca Heal (née Hafner) at The Lee
on Thursday 11" August 2022. It was a
privilege to be able to preside at such a
joyous occasion. The Lee Churches
(Old and New) are such good venues for
these occasions and we are delighted
when they are used as such. My
approach (as I'm sure word is getting
out) is to shape the occasion as much to
the couples wishes as possible... I have
very few red lines! We look forward to
conducting more occasions such as this
in the coming years.

The summer heat continues but
much of the harvest has already been
gathered in and fields reseeded, so
we’re already starting to look to
autumn. .. Harvest Festival (which will
be on 19" October), remembrance
then of course Advent and Christmas.
The church looks forward to playing
its part in these important community
occasions as well.

God Bless.

HS?2 update

By Clir Colin Sully
High Court decision
n 21* July, a High Court Judge
Odismissed the appeal brought
by Buckinghamshire Council
(BC) to reverse the earlier decisions

made by the Planning Inspectors to
allow four lorry routes through the area.




BC believed it had strong and valid
reasons to challenge the decisions,
which, it argued, will have a
significant and detrimental impact on
local roads. HS2 Ltd argued that their
construction routes and their planning
applications were consistent with
provisions of the HS2 Act... and the
Judge agreed.

The court’s decision is
disappointing news for communities
along the A413 and illustrates once
again the power that HS2 Ltd has
under the Act.

BC has decided not to appeal this
decision and says, AWe want to assure
residents that we will fully use the
limited powers we have to hold HS2 Ltd
and their contractors to account and
continue to work to mitigate the impact
of the project on the local communities,
environment, and infrastructure0 .

Rocky Lane traffic control

We were advised in June that
EKFB would need to close Rocky
Lane again for five weeks in July/
August. The Parish Council registered
its concerns about the frequent closure
of this lane and requested that better
ways be found of undertaking work in
the area. As a result, EKFB decided to
postpone this work so that they could
Areview the method in which we can
carry out the works€ and if there is a
way to minimise disruption further.0

This is a small concession, but
nonetheless welcome. We await the
outcome of this review.

We also await confirmed details of
further lane and full road closures on
the A413, London Road, Wendover in
September and October. (Full details
will be posted to The Lee Forum
when available.)

Leather Lane overbridge
More bat surveys have been
carried out through the summer by the

campaign group and by EKFB; bat
data has also been exchanged.

The next step is for the project
design team to review all this
information — with HS2 Ltd, with BC
and possibly with the campaign group
— before submitting a formal plan to
BC for approval.

Footpaths

Parish councillors met with EKFB
and the Chiltern Society on Kings Lane
in July to review the confusing state of
footpath signage in the area. Simple
diversion signs are being requested.

We are also seeking an apology for
the closure of the TLE/3 crossing near
Bowood Lane to walkers for four days
in mid-July.

It is understood that a change of
security contractor and ‘human error’
brought about the closure, which gave
rise to considerable aggravation and
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concern amongst
(including D of E).
Tree-planting

In the same area, we are pressing

for a review of the poor state of the
tree-planting near Jones Hill Wood.

Is it worth complaining?
Residents are encouraged to
complain to HS2 Ltd whenever they
see or hear anything which they think
could be better mitigated. There is a
note on how to complain about HS2 at
www.thelee.org.uk/HS2complaints/

From the Chair

By Clir Ruth Fowler

Chair, The Lee Parish Council

r I Yhere is a small change to the
update from The Lee Parish
Council (TLPC) this month,

which now comes from the Chair,
rather than the Clerk.

Casual vacancy

I am sorry to report that Simon
Moule has stepped down as a
councillor, due to pressure of other
commitments. On behalf of TLPC, I
would like to offer my thanks to
Simon for his valuable input and wise
counsel during his period of office.

An election was not required to fill
the Casual Vacancy, and a single
person applied to be co-opted. I am
therefore delighted to report that Jamie
Wilkinson of Lee Clump will formally
be co-opted as a councillor at the next
meeting on 20™ September.

Fencing

Previous updates have referred to
the possibility of fencing being erected
at the allotments. This project has now
been abandoned, see page 20 for an
explanation of the reasoning behind
our decision.

walking groups

Hedge cutting (1)

The Council is often asked about
hedge cutting at the playground and
allotments, which is carried out by our
contractors, Chesham Town Council.
The schedule is designed to protect
wildlife living in the hedge whilst
keeping the road safe and is:

1 Once between October and
February: full cut top, road and
allotment sides along Oxford Street
and Cherry Tree Lane boundaries

 Late summer: additional Oxford

Street roadside cut

Hedge cutting (2)

The Council is also often
approached about hedges which have
become overgrown to the extent that
they are reducing the width of roads and
footpaths. These are the responsibility
of the property owner / tenant so, if you
have a hedge which borders the
highway or a public right of way, it is
your responsibility to ensure that it is
trimmed during the hedge cutting
season (which runs from 1% September
to 28" February) to ensure no incursion.

If the hedge is too large to be
trimmed easily by hand, it may be worth
having a word with a local farmer who
could quote for doing the work.

Speed limits

A number of people have raised
the issue of speeding with the Parish
Council in recent months, asking if
anything can be done to reduce limits.

Bucks Council, who are responsible
for all aspects of the roads, state that
they are not funding any changes to
speed limits, having carried out a
countywide review in 2012. Certainly,
some limits in the parish were reduced
around 10-15 years ago, prior to which
they were 60 mph on all rural roads.

The fundamental rules determining
what speed limits should apply are set



http://www.thelee.org.uk/HS2complaints/

out by the Department for Transport,

and it is a lengthy and costly process

to get them changed. The stages are:

1 Transport for Bucks (TfB) to
carry out a Speed Limit
Assessment (£921) and Speed
Survey(s) (£505 each) for each
stretch of road for which a
reduced limit is required, the costs
of which must be born by TLPC.
This can only take place with the
agreement of our BC councillors.

1 If the Speed Limit Assessment
supports the reduced speed limit,
and BC councillors and the
Community Board support it, then
the scheme can go ahead.

1 Typical costs vary but installation
of signs costs between £10,000
and £25,000 of which the Parish
Council would be liable for a
minimum of 50%.

Without a significant increase in
precept, or a grant from an external
organisation such as HS2, it is difficult
to envisage a situation where TLPC
would be able to find this sort of
money for even one scheme. It is also
not at all clear that a reduced limit,
even if approved, would be enforced
by Thames Valley Police (TVP) or
observed by drivers.

Duke of Edinburgh scheme

Prompted by one or two
complaints and chance conversations,
councillors were recently asked for
details of any problems they had
encountered with Duke of Edinburgh
award participants. The response was
overwhelming, and TLPC brought
many concerns about participants to
the organisers’ attention, including:

1 not following the country code by
walking in single file facing
oncoming traffic when on a road
without verges or pavements

9 sitting on grass verges spilling
into the road, forcing other road
users to swerve

blocking public footpaths

urinating and defecating on public
footpaths close to people’s homes,
including leaving soiled tissue

1 widespread littering
1 walking through fields with no
1

= =8

public rights of way
chasing livestock

in addition to the following concerns

about assessors:

9 calling the Police  when
challenged about bad behaviour
by participants

1 parking and leaving cars in the
middle of bridleways, in front of
field gates and at the entrance to
narrow lanes, in all cases blocking
access for landowners and large
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vehicles such as farm machinery
or fire engines

1 using obsolete maps, requiring
participants to use footpaths
closed by HS2

New ward boundaries for

Buckinghamshire Council

The Lee — along with Chartridge,
Ballinger, South Heath, Cholesbury-
cum-St Leonards, Hyde End, Hyde
Heath and part of Chesham — currently
falls within the Chiltern Ridges ward.
This mix of rural and urban settings,
incorporating ~ parts of  Great
Missenden and Little Missenden
parishes, is represented by three
councillors: Tricia Birchley, Jane
MacBean and Mohammed Fayyaz.

You may remember a consultation
some time ago by the Boundary
Commission for England (BCE),
which had the aims of ensuring that all
wards should have approximately
4500 residents, and the total number of
unitary authority councillors should be
reduced by roughly one third.

The BCE is now consulting on a
proposal to reduce the number of
councillors from 147 to 98, with The
Lee falling into a reconstituted
Chiltern Ridges ward to be represented
by a single councillor. In addition to
The Lee, the new ward would
comprise the parishes of Chartridge,
Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards, Latimer
and Ley Hill, Chenies and Ashley
Green, which are the six rural parishes
represented by the Chesham and Rural
Villages Community Board.

Further details and the opportunity
to respond by 10™ October; can be
found at https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-

reviews/south-east/buckinghamshire/
buckinghamshire-council or via the
website at https://www.thelee.org.uk/

representation/

Chiltern Ridges

By Clir Tricia Birchley

uckinghamshire Council is one
B of a handful of local authorities

in England to be able to enforce
Moving Traffic Offences. These are
actions taken by drivers in direct
violation of the rules of the road, for
example driving through a no entry sign,
making banned turns, driving on bus
routes, yellow boxes, etc. The Council
believes they will keep our roads safer,
keep the traffic moving and reduce air
pollution. Obviously, they will not apply
in The Lee as much as in town, and in
the first six months warning letters will
be sent out for a first offence.

It is hard to escape the news of
rising food and fuel costs causing high
levels of concern. The Council’s
Helping Hand Team is available to
support individuals and families in
need and can guide residents with the
most appropriate advice.

Whilst waste collections in the
Chilterns continue as normal, many
homes are still experiencing disruption.
ClIr Jane MacBean and I have helped
to resolve many residents’ backlogs,
and I remain extremely concerned that
it took Veolia far too long to bring in
additional resources with extra crews
and weekend working.

The  Parish  Council, Jane
MacBean, myself and other interested
people continue to meet HS2 and their
contractors to discuss road closures,
design of bridges, the north portal,
saving valuable trees, and one of my
current concerns is the noxious weeds
growing rampant on some of their
sites threatening the surrounding
countryside. The HS2 Helpdesk is
available every day of the year on
Freephone 08081 434 434.
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Ngwsletter
Dinner date

By the Newsletter Editorial Team
fter a gap of two years, we
have now set a date for the
next  Newsletter  (Annual
Dinner; it will take place on Friday 9
December 2022 in the Parish Hall.
Invitations will be sent out later in
the year to all those who have
contributed to the success of the

Newsletter. In the meantime, please
hold the date!

Roving Supper
By Tony Lea

nce again we will hold the

Roving Supper on Saturday 19"

November, starting at the Parish
Hall at 7:30 pm. The programme will be
drinks and canapés, followed by dinner
at one of the host houses, finishing with
dessert and drinks back at the Hall.

Our great need for this event to
take place is to have sufficient hosts
for the main course. We also require
volunteers for canapés and desserts.
There will be a raffle so bring lots of
cash!! Please contact Pat Lea on
01494 837237. The cost will be £25
per head either by cash or cheque.

Bridge too far?

n our game, West made use of the
I“Unassuming Cue Bid” (UCB) by

bidding 24 (the suit bid by the
opponents) showing spade support (3+
cards) and 10+ points. This enabled
East to bid the game contract.
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The Lee — Off
Road Cycle
Tours No. 30

Villages around Turville

By Rudolph Kalveks
his ride takes in the pretty
villages of Ibstone, Turville (of
Vicar of Dibley fame), Stonor
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and Christmas Common, which lie
further south near the Ridgeway. It is
mostly off-road, so is best tackled
before the autumn muds. It is a longer
version of tour no. 22 and incorporates
quite a few stiff climbs and bumpy
descents, so be prepared!

Route Finding:

1 . Start from car park in Cowleaze
Wood between Stokenchurch and
Christmas Common. Exit the car
park and head right.
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2 . Before reaching the M40, take the main path, which eventually enters
narrow bridleway on the right a wood for a long climb uphill.
alongside crash barriers. This | 1 4 On reaching Christmas Common,
soon widens for a long descent turn right into Hollandridge
into the Wormsley Estate. Lane. Cross the road junctions

3 . Cross the farm track at the bottom and head towards Stokenchurch.

and take the steep bridleway uphill. 1 5 At the end of the village, take the

4 . Emerge onto Ibstone Road and (second) turn left onto the
turn right. bridleway for a long descent

5. 0On the outskirts of Ibstone down the Oxford Way, with

. views towards Oxford.
Common, take the bridleway on 1 6 At a crossroads with the bridl
the right, near The Fox PH, and At a CIOssroads w © eway,

skirt around the west side of the turn right along the Ridgeway.
common. The bridleway crosses a 1 7 Shortly before the M40, leave the
farm track. Ridgeway and turn right uphill

. . on Hill Road. Turn right at the
6 . Turn right into Grays Lane and
head downhill. Continue on the top and return to Cowleaze Wood

: car park.
bridleway to the left. Total distance: 17 miles. Four

7 . Follow the bridleway along the climbs of 300-400 feet. Allow three

valley  bottom, parallel  to hours. Don’t forget: helmet, puncture
Holloway Lane. repair kit, water, go slow for horses.
8 . Enter Turville and head right by Recommended: 1:25,000 O/S Map:

the church along School Lane, Chiltern Hills West — Explorer 171.
past some pretty cottages. Head
uphill on the bridleway.

9 . At the junction with Dolesden

Lane, turn left downhill for a C r O m a

short stretch, then at the bend join

the bridleway heading up the C a r p e t

valley on the right.

1 O Turn right at the T-junction of the
farm track with the road. Keep left
at the next road junction.

1 1 At a left hand bend by a gate, join C ) Vv
the bridleway on the right. Shortly W F
after, turn right into the woods and S

head downhill on a poorly signed,
steep and bumpy bridleway.

1 2 Emerge in Stonor village and turn
right into the B480. Pass the
Stonor House gates. 911 S A

1 3 At the end of the village, bear right G M
at the road junction and shortly 4
afterwards take the farm track on 01494 86212
the left. A long stretch of
bridleway follows. Keep to the
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Deor Diady

The fastest way to let everyone in the
parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by
the 12" of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

September

Thursday 1. The Lee
9:30 am on the green.

Tuesday 6" Bal | i n g encetsiB A
Ballinger War Memorial Hall every
Tuesday, 9:30 am to 11:30 am.
Friday9".Co f f e e arSiMany’s, n
Ballinger, 10:30 am to 12:00 noon.
Tuesday 20" The Lee

Vi

Counci | , M¥epmian the
Parish Hall.
Friday23°.Cof f e e arfoMany’s, n

Ballinger, 10:30 am to 12:00 noon.
Friday 30". Macmi | |
Mo r n.i9:00cam to 12:00 noon.

an

Church Services

St John the Baptist, The Lee
Sunday 4" Hol y Co m(BGH i
at the Old Church, 8:00 am.

Sunday 4" Fami |y [(CWhtl
the New Church, 11:00 am.

Sunday 11™. Par i sh Con
(CW) at the New Church, 11:00 am.
Sunday 18" Ho | y  Co m@aPh i
at the Old Church, 8:00 am.

Sunday 25" Par i sh Con
(CW) at the New Church, 11:00 am.

St Mary’s, Ballinger

Every Wednesday, Cof f e e M

for our Ukrainian guests and their
hosts, 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.

Sunday 4™. Hol 'y Comm
followed by refreshments. 9:30 am.
Welcome one and all and especially
our newly appointed Vicar, The Revd
Malcolm Chalmers and his wife Janet.

Coming soon

Friday 7" October.Co f f e e o
St Mary’s, Ballinger, 10:30 am to
12:00 noon.
Friday 14" October. The Lee
Chur ch : The welk of The
Landmark t — 2 talk by Alastair
ID%clg;nglaryl%?u %io gm. Y
TFgday 21" October. Co f f e e
at” St Mary’s, Ballinger, 10:30 am to
12:00 noon.
Saturday 5™ November. T h e 1
9Bonfire and Firew
pSatyrdaysl " November. Sh op af
Lee hristmas Fo.0
Saturday 19" November. T h e 1
gRovi ng .BW0pnp er
Sunday 4"  December.
rat at The .L
](*:crz('yag T eDecember. The L
News | et t.&heLedParishialr
Thursday 15" December. 6:00 pm,
Santa to Lee Comn
to be met at the green by The
o0Qgcasional Carol Singers.

m

Fayrf

Directory of
"local contacts

‘Bal |l i nger Babies
Sophie Underwood, 07970 022190
N'Ballinger Hall Ho
Chairperson: Katharine Hersee
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com
Membership Secretary:
jennywooding@btconnect.com
Ballinger War
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379
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Bal linger Evening
Contact: Jo Laurie, 863492
watercolours(@kitty4.co.uk

Lee Common C of E

School office, 837267

office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
Lee Common Scouts

Gr oup Sc o ChrisNevdla d

864881, gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk

S ¢ 0 Ehze)’Alessandro;

scouts@ 1 stleecommon.co.uk

B e a v EKaress Bruton;

beavers@]1stleecommon.co.uk

C u bJames Bruton;

cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk

Shop at The Lee
Symeon Economou, 837195
shop@thelee.org.uk

St John the Bapt.i

Vicar: Revd Chris Haywood, 837566.
Churchwarden: Trevor Pearce, 837601.
Treasurer: David Stephenson, 867617.
St Mar@hurch, Bal
Associate Wardens: Anne Ellis,
837247 and Maggi Cameron, 864790
or maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk

Tennis Court @ Pa
Bookings: Pippa Hart 07785 323232
(ideally WhatsApp)

The Arts Society

Contact: Susanne Baker, 864893
ballinger@theartssociety.org

The Lee Cricket (
www.theleecc.org.uk:
Secretary: Mike Harris 07788 345555
The Lee Flower Sh
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450
The Lee Newsl ette
theleenewsletter@gmail.com

The Lee Ol d Churc
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501

The Lee Parish Co
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 07704 909324
clerk@thelee.org.uk
www.thelee.org.uk/pc

The Lee Parish Ha

Bookings: Pippa Hart, 837340
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237

The Newsletter

S he LeelNewsletter is published 10

ifef a year and distributed free to

all households in the parish... and

a little beyond. The views expressed in it
e not necessarily those of the Editor.

We welcome letters and articles of
interest and relevance to The Lee.
Copy should be sent to the Editor of
the month (see page 1) by the 12" of
the month before publication.

Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is

s pecifisaily, ¢ witpheld. 1 fngaympoug
contributions are not accepted.

To advertise in the newsletter or
place an insert, please contact Hannah

| kape @tdgnnahcmlane@gmail.com or
on 07747 114640, by the 12" of the
previous month.

If you have

r fubdicgtion pleas¢  contact
Batten on 837450 or
battenjonathan@hotmail.com

B a [Far iqqqlg'gserf:garding distribution
contact Phil Harrison on 837469.

Other members of the Editorial

| team: Paul Apicella, Ruth Fowler,
Mary Godfrey, Liz Macann, Jen
Ogley, Adam Speller and Colin Sully.

photographs  for
Jonathan
email

o w Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham.
01494 778053.
r
To book the RBRar
h Trust Scout Hut
UanPrllone Pi ppa Hart| on
Rates |9 am p 6 p-m

2 p-® p midnight
MorFri |A30 or |[A45 or A10/ h
|Sat/SunA12/hrA70
Bank HOQA12/ hr |A70
Car parkAaoly
CrockeryAtGt(biye out|side
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The ePartnership

SRR Y A

I’s our business so we care.

The Wye Partnership gained their knowledge and

dlevel op

estate agents in High Wycombe. On witnessing the take
nati onwi de chains we recognised the need for the [retent
merger makes the enlarged Partnership the strohglest I'n
All the partners have invested their own money into the
that our business will be built on delivering ejxcelle
confident that we will deliver on all aspects of |Estate
If you are |l ooking to buy, sell or Il et in High |[Wycomb
contact an estate agency that is motivated by ylour su
wyeres.co.uk
Haz|l emer e Great Misser Lettings High Wycombe
01494 711 284 01494 868 00 01494 358 358
hazl emere@wyere mi ssenden@wyecc lettings@wyeres| co. uk
Hi gh Wycombe Naphi ||l Lettings Great Missend
01494 451 300 01494 565 55 01494 864 225
wycombe@wyeres naphill @wyecou | ettings@wyecounftry. co
Prest wood Stokenchurc Associated
01494 868 000 01494 509 37 Park Lane Of fijce
prestwood@wyecot stokenchurcha@w: 0203 368 8472
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From Town to Country




