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From the Editor 
By Jonathan Batten 

A 
fter the joyous village musical 
events of the Coronation and 
with others still to come, what 

better way to start the newsletter than 
with some words from Stevie Wonder? 
 
Music is a world within itself 
With a language we all understand 
With an equal opportunity 
For all to sing, dance and clap their 
hands 
 
But just because a record has a groove 
Donôt make it in the groove 
But you can tell right away at letter A 
When the people start to move 
 
Music knows that it is and always will 
Be one of the things that life just 
wonôt quit 
But here are some of musicôs pioneers 
That time will not allow us to forget now 
 
For thereôs Basie, Miller, Satchmo 
And the king of all, Sir Duke 
And with a voice like Ellaôs ringing out 
Thereôs no way the band could lose. 

 
Please send your contributions for 

the July edition of the Newsletter to 
the editor, Liz Macann, by 12th June, 
at theleenewsletter@gmail.com 

Your letters 
To the Editor 

Gone to pot 
Reading letters from the great and good 
of the county on the topic of potholes, I 
spent more time wondering why we 
had so many of these. Never did I 
wonder from whence their name came. 
On a recent visit to the British 

Motor Museum at Gaydon, which is 
well worth the trip, the attendant 
guiding me to a black and white film 
on the history of motoring, pointed out 
that the first roads were made of clay. 
ñThis,ò he went on to say, ñmeant that 
poor householders needing cookware 
and storage jars, would come along 
during the dark of night and scoop out 
armfuls of clay from the roads. They 
would turn the clay into the pots they 
wanted and hence the holes left behind 
became known as potholesò. 
Mmmé Has anyone you know in 

The Lee got a dresser full of kitchen 
ware that might account for our 
potholes or can I still blame the 
weather and wear and tear for these 
irritating, dangerous, puncture-causing 
and unresolved holes? 
Diana Taylor 
Sly Corner 
 
To the Editor 

Voluntari-Lee 
Seldom does a month go by without 
local volunteers being thanked in this 
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newsletter for their community 
efforts. This month we have thanks 
going to those involved in planning 
and executing the Coronation events, 
to a coimcillor at the end of her reign 
as member and Chair of the Parish 
Council, to volunteer mowers and to 
many others.  
We are indeed incredibly blessed 

as a community to have so many 
people willing to volunteer to take on 
a community responsibility. 
Speaking of volunteersé   
The Lee Parish Council now has a 

vacancy for a new councillor (see page 
24 for details) and this newsletter is 
also looking for some fresh talent 
(contact theleenewsletter@gmail.com 
for more information). 
In anticipation... thanks! 

Colin Sully 
Swan Bottom 

To the Editor 

Rennie Grove Hospice 
A óTable Top Saleô is being held in 
front of the library in Great Missenden 
on Saturday 17th June in aid of the 
Rennie Grove Hospice.  
The sale will take place from 10:00 

am to 12:00 noon. Please come along 
and buy something. 
We are also looking for people to 

donate cakes; if you wish to do so, 
please contact me on 07846 534301. 
Thanks 
Jill York 
Great Missenden 

 

Caf® au Lee 
  

Welcome to the best caf® in 
town! (well okay, the only 

caf® in town!). 
  

Open now at  
The Cock and Rabbit, 
serving hot drinks, cakes, 
biscuits and ice cream. 

  

Opening Hours 
  

Tuesday to Saturday  
9:00 am to 4:30 pm 

 

Sunday 
10:00 am to 4:30 pm 

Lee Common 
School 
By Catherine May 

A 
 couple of 
weeks into 
the summer 

term I was delighted 
to meet four Year One and Year Two 
pupils, Molly, Joel, Kitty and Jack, 
who were keen to show me around and 
tell me their favourite things about Lee 
Common School.  
We started off in the main hall, 

where the beautiful 3D Great Fire of 
London display prompted immediate 
and enthusiastic discussion about art ï 
Mollyôs favourite subject ï and 
history, one of Kittyôs favourites too. 
Joel told me that he liked writing 
acrostic poems about space and Jack 
said he really liked maths. We soon 
established that all four children 
enjoyed maths ï Molly particularly 
liking fractions and Joel enjoying 
adding and taking away.  
I was assured that itôs not nerdy to 

like it, as someoneôs older sibling 
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sometimes claims, but in fact essential 
to pretty much everything, as 
confirmed by one of their dads, who is 
a builder. Being a teacher and maths 
fan myself, I was very heartened by 
this conversation!  
As we proceeded around the 

school, I heard about the childrenôs 
current plants topic, which is linked 
in to the Beatrix Potter tales, 
including Peter Rabbit and the Tailor 
of Gloucester.  

 

A few of my favourite things! 
 

Favourite activities also included 
cooking, crafts, gymnastics on the 
assembly hall equipment and PE, 
football, tennis and tag in the front 
playground. We spent quite a lot of 
time talking about lunch, from the 
very kind lady who sets up the lunch 
tables every day, including real metal 
knives and forks, to in-depth 
discussion about the relative merits of 
lemon cake and chocolate buns, pasta 
and fish fingers. 

é and outside of school? 
Conversation turned to the village 

itself, and the fun of hanging out at the 
playground, going to Beavers at the 
Scout Hut, parties at the Parish Hall and 
buying sweets at the Shop at The Lee.  

The children really couldnôt have 
painted a more idyllic picture of 
village and school life, and, with two 
of my own children currently at the 
other end of their school careers in the 
depths of GCSE and A-Level revision, 
I felt incredibly nostalgic for the days 
when we used to scoot down Oxford 
Street to school!  
After sharing a few jokes, I 

thanked the group for their excellent 
tour and asked them if there was 
anything else they might want to tell 
newsletter readers about their school ï 
quite a hard question when weôd pretty 
much covered everything already. ñI 
just really love schoolò declared Molly 
after a thoughtful pause.  
The others smilingly nodded their 

agreement, said their goodbyes and 
headed off to join their classmates for 
lunch, speculating on what the 
pudding might be. 
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The Lee 
Church F°te 
By Judy Hart 

T 
he summer season in The Lee 
continues at The Lee Green on 
Saturday 17th June starting at 

2:00 pm when Oliver Quarrell will be 
opening the proceedings at The Lee 
Church F°te.  
This year we also have The 

Ukutunes, a ukulele band entertaining 
us and a brand new game for all the 
family: a crockery smash. Itôs sure to 
be a hit!  
There will be a fine selection of 

stalls as usual, including the 
unmissable tea tent serving cream 
teas and homemade produce. Come 
along and enjoy a fun afternoon with 
all the family.  
Raffle tickets will be on sale in 

advance. If you would like to donate a 
raffle prize or know someone who 
could please get in touch. 
Many thanks to all those who have 

already offered assistance. More offers 
are always welcome. Enquiries for 
specific stalls and donations should be 
directed as follows: 

 

     Raffle Prizes ï Judy Hart 837328 
     Bric-a-brac ï Ros Morris 837721 
     Crockery ï Ros Morris 837721 
     Tombola ï David Gurney  
  07795 542115 
     Plants ï Trevor Pearce 837601 
     Teas and home produce ï Pippa  
     Hart 837340 or 07785 323232 
     Books ï Andrew Cowper 837922 
 
Do come along and enjoy all the 

fun of the f°te. 

Saturday 
morning with 
Ant and Dec 
By Gill Owen-Conway 

W 
hat a difference a day 
makesé from Friday 
morning bringing in the bins 

and ironing to Saturday morning sitting 
nervously in Westminster Abbey. 
 It was one of those very surreal 

days that I will look back on for years 
to come. One that was slightly tinged 
with sadness as there was no room 
for my husband, also called Charles, 
who has always been the wind 
beneath my wings.  
Following my award of the BEM 

last year I was chosen to attend the 
coronation and of course I havenôt 
stopped asking why me but then a 
wise friend said, ñWhy not you?ò  

The way in 
Little did I realise the enormity of 

the honour or the planning it would 
take to get to the Embankment for 
security checks at 6:15 am. So, fully 
made up and in heels plus a hat, I 
made my way at 5:30 am from the 
hotel through the thousands of people 
who lined the streets of London, all in 
party mood and wearing some 
patriotic but incredibly silly outfits. 
The weather was good, albeit the 

moon was still out, but it was clear 
that whatever lay ahead nothing was 
going to dampen their spirits. 
Security was tight and I have never 

seen so many armed police, motor 
bikes, cars and helicopters before, but 
all brought with it a sense of safety 
and reassurance. 
I was 32nd in the queue to pass 

through security with my invitation 
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and my ID but soon the queue snaked 
its way across Lambeth Bridge as far 
as the eye could see, as daylight 
appeared over the Thames. Little did I 
realise that my early morning start 
would lead me to having a front row 
seat in the nave, although sadly but 
understandably photography was 
prohibited in the abbey.  
Everyone spoke to each other, and 

it was a very relaxed and friendly 
environment, which was just as well 
because we had over three hours to 
wait. ñThree hours!ò I hear you say 
and then the question that everyone 
has asked me: ñWhat happens if you 
need the loo?ò I was pleased to say 
there were facilities but these closed at 
10:00 am as I doubt hearing a toilet 
flush would have been ideal as Charles 
made his solemn oath.  

The wait 
So you might think the wait was 

boring, oh no far from it, the choir 
practised, the soloists practised and the 
orchestra practised, all followed by a 
spectacular parade of heroes from the 
forces. There was so much pride in 
what they had done and very few dry 
eyes as they passed by. Somehow 
standing by Andrew Lloyd-Webber, 
Katy Perry (in impossibly high heels), 

 
Mervynôs 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 
CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 
Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ôphone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 



6 

such an occasion. So much history 
encapsulated in one day, traditions 
maintained that were created for Henry 
VIII and all carried out with the 
standard that only Great Britain can do 
so well. 
I was able to lean slightly forward 

and watch the proceedings through the 
choir screen, the music was 
magnificent and set the scene well, 
large television screens were attached 
to each gigantic column for easy 
viewing and it was clear that nothing 
had escaped the plannerôs attention. 
It must have seemed odd to so 

many attending to sing the national 
anthem, God save the  King, after so 
many years of addressing a queen but 
somehow the entire congregation 
raised the roof. 
The procession as they all left the 

abbey had a less sombre air and it took 
me a while to grasp that within 10 feet 
of each other and within five feet of 
me there was the newly crowned 
monarch followed by the next two in 
line to the throne.  

 

a!w¢Lb ¢I9 aL[Ya!b [¢5 
¸ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŘŀƛǊȅƳŀƴ 9ǎǘ мфуф 
5ƻƻǊǎǘŜǇ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴƛƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ 

 

          ¢ƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭΥ 

        лмппн уоофпп 
       tƘƻƴŜǎ ƳŀƴƴŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  
            пǇƳ-сǇƳ aƻƴ-CǊƛ 

Dame Judi Dench and Lionel Richie 
didnôt seem so inspiring.  
Later my over-riding memory was 

of a soldier who had lost both legs in 
combat who seemed determined to 
stand as the monarch passed so when 
that moment arrived two comrades 
assisted him out of his wheel chair. 
Between the three of them there was 
no room on their uniforms for another 
medal, so the one and only one I was 
wearing seemed very insignificant 
compared to their achievements. 
The procession began in earnest 

with the heads of state and the 
Commonwealth, the latter bringing 
their wonderful colours with them 
both on flags and national dress. Past 
prime ministers of Great Britain, 
Black Rod, the Speaker of the House 
of Commons and, oh yes, Ant and 
Dec! The minor royals first arrived 
making their way through the nave 
under amazing fan vaulting and past 
magnificent stained glass windows 
that had stood through two world 
wars. With the arrival of the main 
members of the royal family the 
enormity of the occasion began to sink 
in. Camilla looked very serene yet 
nervous, but so would I have been 
with those diamonds around my neck. 
Charles looked somewhat relieved to 
be there relishing something he had 
been expecting for 74 years. 
Even if you are not a royalist, I 

doubt anyone would not to moved by 
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The weight 
The King was visibly weighed 

down by the crown, the orb, sceptre 
and robe, as was The Queen. It was at 
that moment you realise that was why 
they were at the abbey at 4:00 am, 
while London slept, for the last 
rehearsal evidently getting used to the 
weight and speed at which to walk. 
Leaning forward in the opposite 

direction I was afforded a view of  
the golden coach, something that 
seemingly belongs in fairy tales and 
childrenôs colouring books, yet despite 
the rain it still shimmered but, yes, it 
looks as uncomfortable close up as 
they say it is! 
Iôve been asked several times for 

my main memories of the day and that 
is hard because all of them hold an 
important place for me. Was it the 
atmosphere, the friendship, the loyalty 
and pride, the sad look and isolation 
emanating from Prince Harry, the 
music, the colours and the sense of 
history that enveloped us all?  

The way out 
Of course it was all those things, 

but later on the way back to my hotel, 
I was stopped by six students, all 
wearing Union Jack hats and waving 
flags, who were full of the dayôs 
events. It was evident where I had 
been, so after much laughter and 
medal checking, photos of us all were 
taken and I thought how lovely it was 
to witness that the next generation still 
felt there was room for monarchy in 
our ever-changing world. 
To say I was weary would have 

been an understatement; bedtime at 
Pond Cottage was 9:30 pm but sleep 
took its time coming, as I relived the 
dayôs events, just knowing I was one 
of only 2,000 people in the world to 
have witnessed it all first hand. 

vǳŀƭƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ 
wŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ t±9 /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ 
ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  

 

²Ŝ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎŜ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ 
ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
ƘƻƳŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

/ŀƭƭ tƘƛƭ 9ŀǎŜƳŀƴ ƻƴ лтттм усоуул 
ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿǿǿΦǇǾŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ    wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ   ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ 

 
Carpets Ltd 

C , V   
W  F  
S   F 

9-11 S  A 
G  M  
01494 862125 

Cromar 
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Raise the 
curtain 
By The Lee Old Church Trust  

J 
oin us for a tantalising tour of the 
musical theatre songbook 
performed by four West End 

artists at The Lee Old Church on 
Saturday 1st July at 7:30 pm. 
We are delighted to announce 

that our very own, extremely 
talented, The Lee and Lee Common 
locals, Rebecca Vere, Mary-Louise 
Clark and Andrew C Wadsworth, 
along with their friend John Barr, 
have agreed to share their favourite 
show stoppers with us, including: I 
Could Have Danced All Night from 
My Fair Lady; I Dreamed A Dream 
from Les Miserables; How to Handle 
A Woman from Camelot; and the title 
song from Cabaret. 
This awesome foursome has an 

impressive list of credits to their names: 
Rebecca Vere is probably best 

known for playing Meredith Parker in 
Bat Boy the Musical for which she 
was nominated as Best Actress in a 
Musical by the Theatregoers Choice 
Awards. Her West End credentials 
also include Cosette in Les 
Miserables, Sally Bowles in Cabaret, 
plus roles in Cats, Rocky Horror 
Show, Aspects of Love and Hair. 
Rebecca also travelled the world in 
Beyond the Barricade and was a 
featured soloist on the QE2. 
Mary-Louise Clark has appeared 

for the National Theatre and in West 
End productions, including Chorus of 
Disapproval, Gigi and Buddy, and 
starred as Cosette in Les Miserables 
and Sally Bowles in Cabaret. She 
also toured Europe as Susannah in 
Marriage of Figaro, Zerlina in Don 

Giovanni and Papagena in The Magic 
Flute. Beyond that Mary-Louise was 
a regular soloist with the BBC Radio 
2 Concert Orchestra. 
Andrew C Wadsworth has 

starred in over 30 West End and 
National Theatre productions and was 
in the original cast of Songbook, 
Sweeney Todd, Blood Brothers and 
Zipp! He has also trod the boards in 
Les Miserables (as Javert), Oklahoma, 
Guys and Dolls, plus South Pacific. 
Additionally, Andrew has toured 
Europe in Don Giovanni, The Magic 
Flute, The Marriage of Figaro and La 
Traviata. He also has the distinction of 
being nominated for an Olivier Award 
for Kiss Me Kate. 
John Barr made his West End 

debut at the age of 12 in Oliver. Since 
then his career highlights have 
included Jesus Christ Superstar, 
Annie, Cats, Les Miserables (stage and 
film), Aspects of Love, Bat Boy, 
Godspell, Fiddler on the Roof and A 
Chorus Line, plus he has played Che in 
Evita and Ragg in Sweeney Todd. John 
is also a popular pantomime Dame! 
And if that wasnôt enough, our 

West End wonders will be 
accompanied on the piano by Derek 
Holland who is not only Musical 
Director of the Elstree Mozart 
Players, the Alba Sinfonia, 
Borehamwood Brass and Sandhurst 
Community Band, but is also 
currently directing the Wembley 
Operatic Society. 
Tickets for this fabulous, one-off 

performance cost just Ã15 which 
includes canap®s and wine, served 
after the performance. 
Make sure you donôt miss out; call 

Pam Garner on 01494 837501 or Jilly 
Carleton-Smith on 01494 837205 to 
book your tickets now. 
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A talk in the 
woods 
By Phil Harrison 

O 
n a spring Sunday in April, 32 
people, nine dogs and four 
children gathered in Lordling 

Woods to learn about the woods that 
surround us. 
Following previous articles and 

comments in the Newsletter Ken 
Mitchell-Gears offered to share his 
love and knowledge of these 
wondrous places. 

He talked about how much of the 
country is covered by woodland; how 
the woods operate in natureôs balance 
with wildlife, flora and fauna. The 
importance of their role in societyôs 
health and wellbeing is at risk, owing 
to manôs inadvertent and unintended 
consequences of damage to them, with 
the introduction of the grey squirrel.  

The Lee Parish Hall 
Tuesdays 9:00 am to 10:00 am 
Thursdays 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Friday 9:15 to 10:15 am 
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a square metre of garden and left it to 
grow wild the effect on the wildlife 
would be amazing. He also said that 
the landowner of Lordling Woods was 
prepared to allow bug hotels to be 
installed. A proper plan and design is 
needed for his approval first. Joining a 
society such as Buglife would help 
with design.  
Once you have a plan contact Ken 

on chapmansbarn@outlook.com to go 
to the next step. 

 
 

Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 
with a personal touch 

 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property  

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 

by skilled craftsmen using traditional 

carpentry techniques 
 

For wood with wow call  

Alasdair Cunningham on  

01494 890145 or email: 

Office@timbercreationsltd.com 

We saw dead, deformed trees that 
have no useful purpose after the squirrel 
has stripped the bark to get to the sap. 
Trees that take 150 years to mature are 
being destroyed as saplings by deer and 
before their 40th birthday by squirrels. 
We learnt that special feed 

containing contraceptives for squirrels is 
being developed along with feeders that 
only squirrels can access (no this wasnôt 
an April Foolôs story). We learnt how 
pine woods have no light at ground 
level resulting in little or no life below 
the canopy whilst broadleaf open woods 
create a fascinating infrastructure. 
We heard that ancient woodlands 

(planted before 1600) are the most 
absolutely protected spaces in law... 
unless governments need to take them 
down for projects like HS2. Ancient 
woodland now only covers around 2% 
of the United Kingdom. 
At the end of a fascinating hour, 

Ken suggested that if we all put aside 

Ring out the 
bells, bring in 
the music 
By Keith Taylor 

S 
o many good things from the 
Coronation weekendé Our 
eldest granddaughter, Anna Gray, 

finished at Oxford Brookes last year. 
She had been awarded a First and was 
Valedictorian of her course. She was 
immediately recruited by the BBC. 
Historically the ringing out of church 

bells has had huge significance, none 
more so recently than for the crowning 
of King Charles and his Queen, Camilla.  
In February, with the Coronation not far 
away, with the BBCôs support, Anna 
conceived a challenge for herself: She 
would óRing for the Kingô at three of 
Oxfordôs church bell towers. Anna had 

about:blank
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never seen a church bell in situ, never 
rung a church bell and had no idea 
where to begin.  
The following weeks, apart from 

producing regular programmes and 
dealing with traffic bulletins for BBC 
Radio Oxford, Anna started weeks of 
arduous bell ringing training, 
ultimately becoming a qualified and 
certified óbell handlerô.  
During that time, Anna visited 

Oxfordshireôs bell foundry to see some 
special brand-new bells being made.  
Buckingham Palace had given 
permission for these to be the first bells 
cast with the new King and Queenôs 
Royal Cyphers. On Coronation Day, 
Anna was amongst the first bell ringers 
ever to ring these bells at All Saints 
Church, North Marton.   
No one was more surprised than 

Anna herself when she was invited to 
help ring Great Tom. 
This bell is the loudest in Oxford. It 

is the great bell in Christchurch 
Cathedral and it weighs six and a quarter 
tons. On Coronation Day a television 
screen was set up next to the bell ringers 
so that, at the precise moment the King 
was crowned, Great Tom could be rung 
to make the announcement. 
Alongside her bell-ringing 

learning, Anna was creating and 
broadcasting radio features describing 
this journey and featuring the many 
people involved in Oxfordôs 
Coronation Day óRing for the Kingô.  
Suffice to say the project has been a 
huge success. The story has been 
broadcast and been repeated several 
times nationally on the BBC, as well 
as on Best of Local Radio. 
Thus chimed out the celebratory 

church bells of Oxford and right 
across the land. On the Monday that 
followed we of The Lee villages were 
making our own music and one 
thought seemed to come from so many 
I met on that dayé with the Covid 

* "ÒÏ×Î &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 
)ÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ &ÁÍÉÌÙ &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 

*ÂÒÏ×ÎÆÕÎÅÒÁÌÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢÃÏȢÕË 

¶ 7ÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÕÃËÓ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ !×ÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ 

ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ςπςρ 

¶ 2ÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ 4ÈÅ 'ÏÏÄ &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ 'ÕÉÄÅ 

7ÅÎÄÏÖÅÒ  
ςσ (ÉÇÈ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ 
(0ςς φ$5 

πρςωφ σρςςςς 

!ÍÅÒÓÈÁÍ  
φχ 7ÏÏÄÓÉÄÅ 2ÏÁÄ 

(0φ φ!! 
πρτωτ χςχτχτ 

*ÁÓÏÎ "ÒÏ×Î ÈÁÓ ÏÖÅÒ ςυ 

ÙÅÁÒÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÈÅÒÅ 

ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁËÉÎÇ 

ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÁÒÒÁÎÇÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ 

3ÅÒÖÉÎÇ 7ÅÎÄÏÖÅÒȟ !ÙÌÅÓÂÕÒÙȟ !ÍÅÒÓÈÁÍȟ 

4ÈÅ #ÈÁÌÆÏÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁÓȢ 

pandemic having taken its terrible toll, 
perhaps this is also a celebration of the 
now post-Covid era. 
The Occasional Singers had a 

joyful perspective not afforded to the 
many Lee residents and visitors. 
Looking out from the stage: the 
setting of The Green, all the happy 
folk who came and were enjoying 
themselves, all mingling as can only 
happen when so many know each 
other. This was a lovely sight. It was 
like emerging from the dark. Most had 
large smiles on their faces, many 
moving gently to the beat of the music 
they knewé it was a privilege to see 
and made me wonder what a marvel it 
is that music can so uplift a soul and 
unite a whole community. 
Church bells that rang out in 

celebration! They made a noise of 
gladness and, on that Monday, that is 
exactly what we did here in The Lee. 
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Bring your picnic hampers full of 
all that you wish to enjoy at your table ï 
sandwiches and scones or canapes and 
champagne ï you can make the table 
yours and relish the chance to kick back 
and relax. Please note that this year 
there will not be a bar in the marquee, 
so please bring your own drinks. 
Tickets are already selling fast, and 

can be bought from: https://
scannappeal.org.uk/event/summertime
-swing-with-stellar-big-band-2/ or by 
phoning Scannappeal on 01494 
734161. Tickets Ã20 each or two 
tickets for Ã36. 

 

Occasional 
singers  
The Lee 
Coronation 
Festival 
By Louise Wadsworth 

W 
hat a rare and special day it 
wasé as the Occasional 
Singers sang out at the 

concert on The Lee Green on the 
Coronation Monday afternoon.  
Considering we had all thought it 

was going to be a washout due to the 
weather forecast, we were slightly 
taken aback at just how many people 
had turned out to listen! 
This was the third outing of the 

Occasional Singers following our 
spots at the Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations last June and then our 
Christmas carols outside the Cock and 

Summertime 
Swing 
Sunday 16th July 
By Claire Wise 

F 
ollowing on from the huge 
success of last year, and thanks 
to the generosity of The Lee 

Flower Show and Richard Stewart-
Liberty, Summertime Swing is back.  

The format is similar to last year ï 
join us in the Flower Show marquee at 
The Lee Cricket Club on Sunday 16th 
July from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  
Dance away the afternoon with a 

mix of Jive, Ballroom, Lindy Hop and 
much more. If dancing is not your 
thing, simply enjoy listening to the 
renowned 16 piece Stellar Big Band. 
The afternoon will also feature music 
from Vanessa Radcliffe, jazz vocalist. 
In addition, Simon Selmon from 

Swingdanceuk.com will be teaching a 
swing dance class from 2:30-3:00 pm, 
then a second shorter fun class before 
the band starts their second set. If you 
would like to take advantage of Simonôs 
fantastic offer, then please arrive by 
2:15 pm for a prompt 2:30 pm start. 
No experience necessary... or 

partner required! 
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=ǕȌȌľƇŮ hȗǷǈƝȌȗǷŮ ƆǕǷ ȳǕȗǷ 
tǕǅŮ ң jľǷţŮǈ 

7ľȂŮţ ǈŮľǷ jǷŮľȌ ¿ƝȂȂŮǈţŮǈѐ 
ŚǕǈȌľŚȌ ȗȂ ȌǕ ǅľƵŮ ľ ȩƝŮȬƝǈƇ 

ľǱǱǕƝǈȌǅŮǈȌ 
|ǈȂȌľƇǷľǅя 

ҢȌƓŮȳľǷţѝŔȳŚǷǕǅľǷŚľǷǱŮȌȂ 
hľŚŮŔǕǕƵя 

ҢĆƓŮĭľǷţŔȳ=ǷǕǅľǷ=ľǷǱŮȌȂ 
QǅľƝƺя ŮǈǵȗƝǷƝŮȂѕȌƓŮȳľǷţҢƇǅľƝƺѕŚǕǅ 

ëƓǕǈŮя йртйй нтптлн 

Rabbit on a very chilly evening in 
December. I think it would be true to 
say that the group has gone from 
strength to strength.  
It really is occasional and it really 

does welcome anyone who would like 
to join in. We have everyone from ex- 
professionals to those who have never 
felt confident to join a singing group 
before. And that is just the way we 
like it.  
We have all really enjoyed the 

rehearsals, especially as they are 
usually accompanied not just by me on 
the keyboard but also a glass of wine! 
I felt that the standard of singing for 
the Coronation Concert outing had 
reached a new level (and of course the 
kazoo playing which I think must be a 
first in The Lee).  

It felt very special to be standing 
up there on the day looking at all the 
smiling faces in the choir and it once 
again affirmed to me something I 
have always known ï there is little 
better in this world than making 
music with friends. 
We look forward to our fourth 

outing ï whenever that will be ï and 
we invite anyone else who would like 
to join in to let us know, so that we 
can also include you. 

{Ihw¢-¢9wa 
w9b¢![{ 

CǊƻƳ ϻппр ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ όŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜύ 
 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ  
ƻǊ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴ  

ŀǘ [ŜŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 
 

aƻǾƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜΚ   
     /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜΚ 
     IƻǳǎŜ ǎŀƭŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΚ 
     .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΚ 

 

9ȄǇŜŎǝƴƎ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΚ    
     bŜŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴΚ 

 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ tŜǊƛƻŘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΥ  
ǎƭŜŜǇǎ ŦƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ 

 

¢ŜƭΥ лмпфп уоттфу 
Ŝ-ƳŀƛƭΥ ƭƻǿŜǊōŀǎǎƛōƻƴŜǎϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
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From the 
vicarage 
By Revd Chris Haywood 

I 
t was wonderful to mark the 
Coronation with both a coronation 
themed 8:00 am Book of Common 

Prayer service in the Old Church and a 
special Family Service at The Lee.  
At the family service we especially 

reflected on what God looks for in a 
king, and indeed in all of us, through 
an exploration of the story of the 
choosing of David to be King of 
Israel. We made crowns (naturally), 
decorated crown shaped biscuits and 
played musical chairsé The final 
chair was the óBishopôs Chairô (the 
chair we use for the Bishop when he 
comes to The Lee) and the child who 
sat in it was coronated as our king!  

We discovered that when it comes to 
choosing kings, God looks at the heart.  
Who we are on the inside is what 

is important to God. Like King 
David, God longs to see hearts that 
are true and pure and faithful and 
desire to follow Him. When King 
Charles III was coronated, this is 
what he committed himself to. To be 
faithful and true to Godôs will and to 
serve the nation like the lowly 
shepherd boy David who became a 
great King of Israel. 
More than that, if we submit to 

Godôs will and commit to serving him, 
He promises to forgive us and put a 
pure heart within us. He chooses us 
and elevates us to a new status, and 
gives us a new purpose in his 
Kingdom. However insignificant we 
feel we are, God can elevate us to a 
place of standing and position in his 
Kingdom. More than that He also 
gives us his Spirit to help us follow 
him and do his will.  
If only we will let Him. 

According to Godôs will 
It is at Pentecost, which we 

celebrated on Sunday 28th May, that 
we celebrate the bestowing of the 
Holy Spirit to help us to live according 
to Godôs will and purpose. If we are 
open to his will He bestows his Spirit 
on us to live in us and help us live 
Godôs way.  
Thatôs why itôs such a significant 

celebration in the church. God doesnôt 
leave us on our own but commits 
himself to living with us (in his 
incarnation) and in us (through His 
gift of the Spirit). Our God is one who 
is intimately involved in our lives and 
in helping us to live well. 
Now weôre in June weôre looking 

forward to the Church F°te on 
Saturday 17th June. We do hope itôs a 
fine day and that we can all come 

VERMINATOR UK  

ǾŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƻǊǳƪΦŎƻƳ  μ ƛƴŦƻϪǾŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƻǊΦŎƻƳ 
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¶ !ƭƭ ƅȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎǊŀǿƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ 
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ǇǊƻƻŬƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
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Call Tim Simmons  
THE VERMINATOR 

07734 649305 
0808 1972 730 
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together to run and enjoy the f°te. 
Weôre most grateful for all the 
assistance we receive in putting the 
f°te on and even more grateful to 
everyone who gathers to make it a 
success on the day. Kathryn Clark is 
organising it and after last yearôs 
resumption after Covid we look 
forward to this yearôs being even 
bigger and better. 

Congratulations 
Of course weôre also in Wedding 

Season. Congratulations to Karl and 
Elli who were married on Saturday 
20th May and Joseph and Annabel who 
will be married on 2nd June, both at the 
Old Church. 

 

Donald Rydings 
1933 - 2023 
By Maggi Cameron 

D 
onald was the vicar at St Peter 
and St Paul, Great Missenden 
for approximately 20 years 

from 1976. 

 
 

Swan Bottom based glazing 
company specialising in 
Replacement UPVC Double 

Glazed Units 
 

RŜǇŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ ¦t±/ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ϧ 5ƻƻǊǎ 
όƘƛƴƎŜǎΣ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǎΣ ŘǊŀǳƎƘǘ ǎŜŀƭǎΣ  

ƧŀƳƳŜŘ ǎŀǎƘŜǎύ 
{ǇƭŀǎƘōŀŎƪǎκaƛǊǊƻǊǎ 
DƭŀȊƛƴƎ wŜǇŀƛǊǎ 

 

нпκт 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ Ψ.ƻŀǊŘ-¦ǇΩ  
/ŀƭƭ hǳǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

¢ŜƭΥ aŀŎŀǳƭŜȅ IŜŀǊƴ лмпфп фмфлмр 
aƻōΥ лтууф тусуфр 

9Υ ƳŀŎŀǳƭŜȅϪŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŀƎƭŀȊŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

A small group of us from the 
Parish at St Peter and St Paul, 
together with members of his family 
and Bishop Alan, attended Donaldôs 
funeral at the Church of St Mary  
the Virgin, Weston Turville on  
2nd March. 
He loved music and the outdoors 

and was also keen on rowing. As a 
small boy, he was a chorister with a 
treble voice and used to sing 
Mendelssohnôs piece O for the wings 
of a dove, which was played at the 
funeral service. 
Donald died peacefully at the 

Mandeville Grange Nursing Home, in 
the company of his wife Judith and 
two daughters Emma and Sophia, on 
29th January. 
We all remember him with  

love, particularly at St Maryôs 
Church, Ballinger. 
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Ann Ash and Karel Lewis 

Restoration of 
Old Church 
kneelers 
By Jon Swain 

I 
n early 2023, the two venerable 
and worn-out kneelers used at the 
altar rails in the Old Church were 

taken off for restoration. The loving 
hands that restored them belong to Ann 
Ash and Karel Lewis, who offered to 
carry out this task in response to a 
plaintive cry on The Lee Forum.  
Now the kneelers are back in situ, 

resplendent in their covering of blue 
velvet, with striking red buttons. Ann 
and Karel carried out this feat during 
the winter months, and into the spring, 
receiving advice, and a generous 
donation of the material, from 

Stephen, who runs the upholstery class 
in the Parish Hall.  
It is thought that the kneelers date 

from Victorian times, based on the 
material that was used to stuff them. 
They really were very worn and tired. 
Decades of pummelling by knobbly 
knees had left them lumpy, and not 
really fit for purpose. Now they are 
restored to plumptious comfort, and 
look stunning.  
This is the result of a huge number 

of hours work devoted to them, and 
the application of a great deal of skill 
and care. Both the Old Church Trust, 
and the Parish, are extremely grateful 
to the dedicated pair, who may not 
have appreciated how big a task they 
were actually undertaking. 
Thank you Ann and Karel. 



17 

The Lee celebrates the 
Coronation of King Charles III  

Pictures by Pippa Hart, Jonathan Batten, Christine Kalveks, Anthea Hartley and the Royal photographer. 
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