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From the Editor 
By Phil Harrison 

A 
 piece of local news, worthy 
of celebration, slipped by 
earlier in the year. In the 

Kingôs inaugural New Year Honours 
Susie Burrage of Lee Common was 
awarded an OBE for services to 
recycling and the environment. Susie 
is Managing Director of her Chesham
-based family business, Recycled 
Products Ltd and was presented her 
award by Prince William at Windsor 
Castle on 28th June. She is also the 
first woman World President of the 
Brussels-based Bureau of 
International Recycling which has 
over 70 member countries. This 
appointment is on top of several other 
posts she holds including President  
of the British Metals Recycling 
Association. Susie has agreed to 
write an article for the Newsletter  
in the coming months. Belated 
congratulations are due. 
As the nights draw in, the Newsletter 

provides a range of articles to help fill 
the time. We have some fascinating, 
conflicting points raised in the letters 
section. New events are flagged up (save 
the dates) and we have our regular 
features. We also have the start of a new 
series featuring creative members of the 
community (see page 20). 
There are requests for new helpers 

to keep things going. If you can spare 
a small amount of time and want to get 

involved in the community, get in 
touch with the organisation that 
appeals to you. Your offer to help will 
be really appreciated. 
Any thoughts (including 

objections) about any of the articles in 
this edition or new contributions for 
the November edition to the editor  
at theleenewsletter@gmail.com by 12th 
October please. 
To recycle your 

copy of the Newsletter 
when you have read it, 
simply drop it into 
Shop at The Lee for 
someone else to read. 

Your Letters 

Swallows 
To the Editor 

I finally saw my favourite summer 
visitor at the end of August ï the 
swallow. There were 20 to 30 flying 
low around the fields at Raabs; then 
two days later they were on the 
telephone wire by Chapel Farm. 
My question is where are they all 

nesting now? When I was small, 
swallows would make their mud nests 
in the eaves of the houses in the street, 
with two or three in a row. The young 
would fight to stick their heads out to 
look at the world below and watch for 
returning parents. 
Did our village have these summer 

visitors at some point? Or have they 

mailto:theleenewsletter@gmail.com
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Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 
with a personal touch 

 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property  

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 
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For wood with wow call  

Alasdair Cunningham on  

01494 890145 or email: 

Office@timbercreationsltd.com 

never discovered the joys of living in 
the village houses of The Lee?  
Ros Morris 
Lee Clump 
[Having received Rosôs letter, I asked 
Don Stone for the answer. See his 
informative article on page 10. Ed.] 
 

The churchyard... 
To the Editor 

Our churchyard is designated as an 
SSSI (Site of Special Scientific 
Interest) and I think we are lucky to 
have it. 
When walking round the back of 

the new church one warm summer 
afternoon, I was amazed at the number 
of butterflies I disturbed: yellow and 
brown ones (I am not knowledgeable 
enough to give their proper names) 
rising from the grass. 
We are fortunate to have so many 

wildflowers too. Betony, ladies bed 

straw, birds foot trefoil, oxeye daisies 
and common spotted orchids to name 
only a few, plus many grasses. 
These are all flowers, once 

common, that are disappearing from 
our countryside. Here they flourish as 
they are not disturbed.  
Some churchyards are mown like a 

bowling green which may be very 
pretty but they have little in the way  
of wildlife. 
I think we are lucky to have ours 

as it is and to be able to enjoy the 
diverse flora and fauna found there. 
Pam Garner 
The Lee 
 

é a disgrace 
To the Editor 

Enough is enough! St John the Baptist 
churchyard was once a place of calm, 
beauty, peace and contemplation. A 
place to reflect with our loved ones, 
bringing comfort, solitude and 
connection. With three generations of 
family buried here, it has often been 
my sanctuary where Iôve wanted to 
spend time and an opportunity in which 
I can talk to my loved ones. Today, I 
write to you because I am embarrassed 
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and appalled at the state in which we 
find our village churchyard.  
The churchyard is a disgrace and 

completely unmanaged.  

Having researched, Iôve been 
informed that some wish to allow 
nature to go free and while I 
appreciate some areas should be 
available for wildlife, this should be 
within reason and not as a detriment to 
the true purpose of a very personal 
area to many. Due to the overgrown 
hedges and a dangerous pathway, I 
was extremely upset to discover that 
my elderly mother was prevented from 
reaching her grandparents, in-laws, 
parents and husbandôs graves to lay 
flowers and be close to them. If we 
were to find a way in, the seats are 
broken so no one can take a rest and 
be left in thought. The churchyard 
should be accessible to all, and I am 
outraged that this is not the case and is 
extremely unsafe. 
Not only this, but we are 

disrespecting our departed loved ones 
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by not providing them the restful place 
we promised; instead, they have 
unkept lawns and sunken gravestones.  
We personally maintained the 

church in preparation for our daughtersô 
weddings (2013 and 2014) and again 
when my father died (2018), but how 
do we attract others into the village with 
the churchyard having lost its 
beauty? When I look at photos from my 
parents wedding in 1957 and ours in 
1983, the churchyard was neat and tidy, 
a place to be proud of in the village. 
This shambles has gone on too long.  
I have raised the issue with the 

Parish Council in the hope that they 
will take up this issue with the church. 
I would appreciate your support as 

I cannot believe there is any justifiable 
reason that has led to the horrific 
outcome we see today. 
Margaret Bunce 
The Lee 

Volunteering 
To the Editor 
I was interested to read Andrew 
Wadsworthôs letter on volunteering in 
the September Newsletter. 
We are very fortunate to live in a 

village where so many people give so 
much of their time to help the 
community: the very successful cricket 
club and scout troop; the Parish Hall 
and community shop; the school and 
churches (St John the Baptist, the Old 
Church and St Maryôs); the Parish 
Council and constant fighting of HS2; 
national celebrations from the one-off 
such as the Jubilee to the annual  
such as Bonfire Night; local 
institutions such as the Flower Show 
and Church F°te (and the phenomenal 
tea tents at both); regular events such 
as the Roving Supper, Flower Show 
Dance and more recently Santaôs visit; 
village communications such as the 
website, forum and this esteemed 
publication. The list goes on with all 
requiring someone to lead plus a 
willing band of helpers. Thatôs without 
mentioning all the help that many 
individuals give their neighbours who 
need a hand with things, ranging from 
shopping to lifts to dog walking and 
minding, and of course the welcome 
that has been extended to our 
Ukrainian friends and visitors from our 
ótwinô of Fromelles. 
Sometimes volunteering can seem 

a bit daunting, with a concern that it 
may require more time than family and 
work commitments allow, so why not 
start small? Make a cake once a year 
and, who knows, when time permits 
you could take over running a cake 
stall. Help tidy up after the Flower 
Show and take on more as and when 
you are able. Write a letter to the 
Newsletter and consider editing the 
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occasional edition when you have 
fewer constraints on your time. 
I was delighted to hear that the 

vacancy on the Parish Council has 
now been filled (see page 13), but 
whether you are relatively new to the 
village or your family has been here 
for several generations, there are 
always opportunities to help keep this 
such a vibrant community ï and let 
the oldies retire! 
Ruth Fowler 
Swan Bottom 
 

Bassibones Farms: in living 
memory 
To the Editor 

For several years I have been 
researching the history of Bassibones 
and Lower Bassibones Farms. 

 
Carpets Ltd 
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G  M  
01494 862125 

Cromar 

in the ownership of a single family at 
any one time. The earliest confirmed 
records that I currently possess, date 
back to 1622 but the farm was 
established quite a lot earlier than that. 
As well as the much earlier records, 
Iôd like to make a collection of more 
recent first-hand accounts of the 
families who lived at the farms during 
the 1800s and 1900s. If you, or a 
member of your family, has any 
memories of friends or neighbours 
who worked at, or occupied, the 
farms. Iôd very much appreciate 
hearing from you.  
If you would prefer to tell me your 

memories verbally, I will take notes 
and write the editorial on your behalf. 
To contact me please telephone 

01494 837372 or email me at 
bassibones@yahoo.co.uk 
Anthea Hartley 
Lee Common 

They have, over the centuries, 
often been tenanted as two separate 
properties but have mainly remained 
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was sent in South Kensington to Mrs 
W A Ashton in North Brixton.  
Carol Addison 
Lee Common 
 

Remember, 
rememberé 
By Pippa Hart 

T 
he Parish Hall Committee will 
once again be hosting Bonfire 
and Fireworks on Sunday 5th 

November in the paddock adjoining 
Garden Cottage, at the bottom of 
Cherry Tree Lane. 
Gates will open at 6:00 pm when 

hot dogs, mulled wine, beer and wine 
will be available for sale. Fireworks 
start at 7:00 pm. Due to insurance 
requirements the bonfire will not be lit 
until after the fireworks display has 
finished.  
Entrance tickets are available at the 

gate at Ã6 per adult, Ã3 for children 
under 16, and Ã15 for a family of four. 
Please bring cash due to poor wifi 
signal at the site.  

-ÉËÅ ,ÁËÅ 
&ÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ Ǫ ,ÏÃÁÌ 

0ÁÉÎÔÅÒ Ǫ $ÅÃÏÒÁÔÏÒ 
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&ÏÒ Á ÆÒÅÅ ÑÕÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌȡ  
ΡΣΦΫΦ ΪΨΨΪΩΥ Ⱦ ΡΩΩΤΥ ΡΣΩΡΡΧ 
ÍÉËÅÌÁËÅΦΤͽÔÁÌËÔÁÌËȢÎÅÔ 

Postcard of the past 
To the Editor 

Each month I will be sending in a 
postcard randomly selected from my 
collection of local scenes from the past. 
The above is of Oxford Street 

showing The Lee Jubilee Well. The 
Peace Cottages and St Maryôs Close 
have yet to be built. It appears that 
area was mostly orchard probably 
occupied by either chickens or a pig. 
In the mid distance Clump Cottage 
can be seen with Barn House on the 
left and Laurel Villa (now Laurel 
House) on the right. 
The card is postmarked 1907 and 
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Together with the Roving Supper, 
this is the main fundraiser for The Lee 
Parish Hall. Please come along to the 
event and support what is always a 
great family occasion!  

 

Keep on rovinô 
By Anthea Hartley 

I 
f you have never been to a Roving 
Supper in The Lee, you donôt 
know what you are missing! 
When Geoff and I first moved to 

Lee Common, we were still working 
full time and had few opportunities to 
become involved with the community 
and meet the locals. That all began to 
change when we attended our first 
Roving Supper. Our fellow guests that 
evening have become some of our 
closest friends and we have met and 
made many other friends and 
acquaintances of all ages since that 
first Roving Supper. 
Hereôs how the Roving Supper 

works. Approximately 90 tickets are 
available to guests, couples and those 
wishing to attend on their own: 
everyone is welcome. The cost of 
tickets is Ã25 per person, all inclusive 
of food and wine. The evening begins 
at the Parish Hall where guests meet to 
enjoy canap®s and wine at 7:30 pm. 
During this convivial start to the 
evening guests pick a ticket from a hat 
which will inform them of the name 
and address of their host. Each host 
will normally seat between six and 
eight guests. Guests then make their 
way to their hostôs house where they 
will be wined and dined with their 
main course.  
The recipe and ingredients for the 

meal are supplied to the hosts in 
advance by the organizers. This 
ensures that everyone is offered an 
identical meal. Guests with special 
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dietary needs are welcome to take 
their own meal. Following the main 
course, guests return to the hall where 
an amazing array of desserts and 
cheese are served. Then, to round off 
the evening, the raffle is drawn with 
an excellent selection of prizes. (Bring 
lots of cash for raffle tickets.) 
Hosting is great fun. One only has 

to be able to follow a recipe and 
ensure that guests have a full glass. 
Each year approximately twelve 
volunteer hosts are required so, please, 
if you would like to host a supper, 
contact Pat Lea (01494 837237). It is 
preferable that first time hosts have 
previously attended a Roving Supper 
as a guest, so that they will be familiar 
with the event. 
The Roving Supper this year will 

take place on 18th November. 
Please apply to Pat Lea for your 

tickets. Payment by cheque or cash. 
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Farming the 
Chilterns: Pt 7 

T 
his month, we continue our 
series on local farming with a 
look at Bassibones Farm on 

Ballinger Road and the Godden family 
business. We are in conversation, on 
the farm, with Reuben Godden. 

An integrated business 
Q: Reuben, the first thing for us to 

understand is that, as well as farming 
in The Lee, your family also runs a 
very successful butchery business. 
How and where did it all start? 
RG: It started really with Frank 

Godden, my grandfather, who 
trained as a butcher with the Co-
Operative Society in the 1940s in 
southeast London. He and his wife, 
Grace, bought a butcherôs shop in 
Hemel Hempstead and lived above it 

with their children, Clive, Maurice 
and Pamela. 
With all the family involved the 

business grew over the decades and 
now operates from a substantial, 
purpose-built facility in Chesham, 
more than 70 years after Frank first 
began working in the trade. 
Q: So, who else is involved in the 

business today? 
RG: My brother Sam and my 

sister, Augusta, are also involved in 
the butchery side of the business and 
my mother, Marilyn, is of course very 
much in charge of everything! 
Q: And how did the farming at 

Bassibones come about? 
RG: In 1980, my parents were 

living up in Hastoe and my mother 
decided she wanted a donkey. So, they 
looked around for somewhere to keep 
one and found Bassibones Farm which 
happened to come with a very nice 
farmhouse and 87 acres. We now have 
over 110 acres. 
Q: How did the farming develop? 
RG: At various times my parents 

had cattle, including prize-winning 
Belgian Blues, geese, turkeys 
and chickens. 
Until 10 years ago, my mother had 

a suckler herd of Angus cattle, a bull 
called Eric, a flock of 50 ewes and 
two rams. 

Eric the Angus... and co 
 

Q: And how does Bassibones Farm 
fit with the óintegratedô business today? 
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RG: Currently, we typically fatten 
80 to 100 store lambs each year and sell 
them through the butchery in Chesham. 
It may sound strange, but after a 

summer on grass lambs need to be 
trained to eat sheep feed during the 
winter! This is important for them and 
for us, so we keep two older ewes, 
called Naomi and Kate, to teach the 
young lambs how to eat from a trough.  

Katieé the teacher 
 

At Bassibones Farm the sheep 
graze permanent pasture which we try 
to manage sustainably. Nowadays, it is 
common to call this type of farming 
óregenerative agricultureô. 
Q: And how do you go about that? 
RG: We work hard to improve the 

soil every year; this means sequestering 
more carbon back into the soil by 
carefully managing the grass. We do 
this by using the absolute minimum of 
pesticides and herbicides, by 
encouraging as many different types of 
plants as possible to grow on the farm, 
by making hay instead of silage and by 
never over-grazing the fields. 
Q: So, you no longer have cattle? 
RG: We donôt have our own 

 

The Cock & Rabbit 
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Wed/Thurs - 16:00 - 21:00 
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Sunday - 11:00 - 20:00 

 
Telephone: 01494 837540 

cattle at the moment, but we do have 
other farmersô cattle regularly 
grazing our pastures. A combination 
of cattle and sheep grazing on the 
same grass helps both with grass 
management and with parasite 
control. In this way, we are trying to 
work with nature to improve the 
asset-value of whatôs in the ground, 
whilst at the same time looking after 
animal welfare. 
Q: What other challenges to soil 

management do you face today? 
RG: New ideas are needed really 

if farming is to play its part in tackling 
environmental issues. Increasing soil 
organic matter could really help, but 
measuring it is difficult. However, 
monitoring the populations of insects, 
worms and even birds can help to give 
an indication of soil health. 
Interestingly, researchers are 

currently working on the idea of 
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managing. This includes splitting logs 
and delivering them to customers in 
the local area. 
Because of ash die back we are 

currently undertaking a major 
programme of tree felling and re-
planting. We have contractors doing 
the heavy work but rely on a loyal band 
of volunteers to help with the care of 
newly planted trees... and we are 
always looking for more volunteers! 
Q: We will be sure to pass that 

message on to the readers. Thank you 
Reuben for allowing us to take a look 
inside your ófield to tableô business. 
    [Please contact the Newsletter at 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com to be put 
in touch with Reuben. Ed.] 

ólisteningô to worm activity with a 
probe that you can stick into the soil. 
Q: Wow! Anything else new? 
RG: We have been spending a lot 

of time recently planting new 
hedgerows. They are important for all 
sorts of reasons, including wildlife 
habitat, shelter for livestock and 
increasing soil organic matter. But itôs 
not easy with the increase in the local 
deer population and people will, Iôm 
afraid, nowadays see farmers putting 
up fencing to protect their new hedges 
as well as to keep their livestock in 
the field. 
Q: You sell your own Bassibones 

Farm lamb through the butchery side; 
what else do you sell? 
RG: We sell other grass-fed 

British lamb, beef and outdoor reared 
pork. We also sell whole free-range 
chickens, free-range turkeys and a 
variety of chicken cutsé and a lot of 
sausages and burgers! 
Q: And who do you sell to? 
RG: We sell both to the trade and 

the public, but we only deliver goods 
that have been ordered. We no longer 
have a shop that you can visit, except 
by appointment. 
Q: Is there anything else going on 

at Bassibones Farm that readers should 
know about? 
RG: We have around 40 acres of 

woodland and that takes a fair bit of 

Swallows and 
house martins 
By Don Stone 

S 
adly, both swallows and house 
martins are a declining species, 
with house martins joining the 

BTO óRed List of Birds of 
Conservation Concernô in 2021.   
Several local stables and farms play 

host to breeding swallows each 
summer. I only know of three sites 
where house martins breed. I feel 
privileged that our house is one of 
these, where to my knowledge they 
have bred since the 1960s; being birds 
that are site-loyal they or their future 
offspring return year after year. I 
always look forward to the first 
returning bird every spring and, being a 
bit obsessive, I always jot down the 
date (13th April this year, 16th April last 
year).  It never ceases to amaze me how 
they navigate their way to and from 
Africa each year to the same roof eaves. 
Between us and the adjoining 

property we now have nine natural 

about:blank
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nests under the eaves, this year seven 
were occupied, with a new nest being 
used for the first time Sadly two nests 
were predated, the remaining five pairs 
successfully raising their broods, three 
of these then went on to raise a second 
brood, the last of which fledged on 6th 
September (see image), a fourth pair 
hatched a second brood on 5th 
September, so they wonôt be leaving 
the nest ótil the end of Septemberé 
there will be no time for them to sit on 
wires chatting about the best route to 
Africa, theyôll be up into the wide blue 
skies and off.  

August into September is the prime 
time for migrant swallows and house 
martins to pass through the parish. 
Approximately 25 swallows were 
hawking insects at the top end of 
Kings Lane on 30th July (presumably 
from the local stables), further down 
the lane at Strawberry Hill Farm, Peter 
saw around 130 in mid-August on 
wires and hawking insects over the 
spring barley. A bit further away in 
Potter Row, Stewart noted around 80 
swallows plus a few house martins 
gathered on wires in his garden on 2nd 
September, with 34 there the previous 
weekend (see second image).  
Other sites where large gatherings 

have occurred in excess of 200 birds 

are between South Heath / Ballinger 
and Pednor Valley just beyond 
Bellows Wood.   

Should anyone be interested in 
helping to halt the decline in house 
martins, artificial nest cups are 
available online to fix to the wall tight 
under roof eaves. 

 

(Photos: Don Stone & Stewart Dennis) 
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conceived this project really had no idea 
what would be involved, how long it 
would take, what benefits were 
supposed to accrue or what it would 
cost, and successive Governments 
havenôt had the nous to realise this, As a 
result we are left with an utter nonsense 
of a project (see above). 

A413: next round of closures 
A series of night-time closures has  

been announced on the A413, London 
Road, Wendover from 2nd October. 
Although likely to have a less severe 
impact than the full weekend closures 
we saw earlier in the year, we have 
requested improvements are made in: 
¶ communicating the closures to a 
wider area 

¶ signage to deter rat-running on 
narrow local lanes 

¶ better communication with the 
emergency services. 
A meeting was held in September 

between the project, Bucks Council 
and local parishes to discuss these 
issues, hopefully in time for 
recommendations to be implemented 
for the October closures. 

HS2 update 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

Whose fault is it all? 

T 
here was more speculation in 
September about the future of the 
HS2 line north of Birmingham 

and of the development at Euston, but 
nothing conclusive as we go to press. 
Just confirmation that still no one really 
has a handle on the whole project. 
The Financial Times ran an 

annoying article suggesting that one of 
the reasons UK projects like HS2 are 
so delayed and so over budget (making 
it probably the most expensive railway 
build in the world) is NIMBYism. 
Now whilst we have to accept that 

local concerns about the impact the 
project is having locally may add some 
delay and some cost to the project, to my 
mind, the article ducked the real issues. 
Namely, that when it was originally 

 
 

Swan Bottom based glazing 
company specialising in 
Replacement UPVC Double 

Glazed Units 
 

RŜǇŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ ¦t±/ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ϧ 5ƻƻǊǎ 
όƘƛƴƎŜǎΣ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǎΣ ŘǊŀǳƎƘǘ ǎŜŀƭǎΣ  

ƧŀƳƳŜŘ ǎŀǎƘŜǎύ 
{ǇƭŀǎƘōŀŎƪǎκaƛǊǊƻǊǎ 
DƭŀȊƛƴƎ wŜǇŀƛǊǎ 

 

нпκт 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ Ψ.ƻŀǊŘ-¦ǇΩ  
/ŀƭƭ hǳǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

¢ŜƭΥ aŀŎŀǳƭŜȅ IŜŀǊƴ лмпфп фмфлмр 
aƻōΥ лтууф тусуфр 

9Υ ƳŀŎŀǳƭŜȅϪŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŀƎƭŀȊŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

Cartoon courtesy of Guy Vernon 
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Frith Hill closures 
From late September we will also 

see regular short-term closures of 
Frith Hill so that the impact of the 
approaching tunnelling machines can 
be monitored. These closures will be 
off-peak and should last no more than 
a few hours on each occasion. 
At the time of writing, we still 

have no updates on: 
¶ the design of the Bowood Lane 
overbridge (awaiting the planning 
inspectorôs ruling) 

¶ the design of the Leather Lane 
overbridge (awaiting the project re-
formulating its proposals). 

Work reallocations 
HS2 Ltd has now announced the 

outcome of the órebalancingô of work 
between the two Main Works 
Contractors in our local area. 
ALIGN (who are currently building 

the Chiltern tunnel) are now being 
asked to continue construction, on the 
surface, through The Lee, almost as far 
as Bowood Lane (including the Leather 
Lane and Cottage Farm overbridges) 
and also construct the Wendover ócut-
and-coverô tunnel, when EKFB have 
finished excavation.  
     All dates remain provisional; for 
the latest updates on HS2 works visit 
www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/ 
 

From the Clerk 
Hayley Farrelly, Clerk to The Lee 

Parish Council 

I 
 am pleased to report that at the 
Parish Council meeting on 19th 

September, Dr Heather Barrett-
Mold was co-opted onto the Council.  
Heather is a long-standing resident 

of Kings Ash, has been a Parent 
Governor of Lee Common School and 
a Secretary of State nominated Board 

Member for the Chiltern AONB. She 
brings a wide area of expertise and we 
welcome her onto your Council.  

Electoral boundary reviews 
It has proven impossible to get 

anyone to re-consider the 
recommendations of the boundary 
review for Buckinghamshire Unitary 
Council wards. 
The final recommendations of the 

review body were laid for approval 
before Parliament in July, and our 
approach to our MP, Sarah Green, 
has failed to make any impact. 
The Parish Council is very 

frustrated by this, as it now looks 
certain that The Lee will move out of 
the Chesham and Amersham 
constituency for the next Parliamentary 
elections, at the same time as being 
moved into a new Chesham North 
Ward for the next Buckinghamshire 
Unitary Authority elections. 

http://www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/
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respond directly to the planning 
authority. The Parish Council is also 
very happy to hear residentsô views on 
applications in confidence as they help 
us to formulate a representative 
response; please let us know your 
opinions via the Clerk at 07704 909324 
or by email at clerk@thelee.org.uk.  

Next Parish Council meeting 
The Parish Council next meets on 

Tuesday 14th November at 7:30 pm at 
the Parish Hall. Do come along to raise 
any issues relating to parish council 
activities or contact me as above. 

 

Bridge too far? 
By Rita Sully et al 

T 
his recent hand set challenges 
for both pairs and encouraged 
competitive bidding. 

 

ǂ A Q 3 
Ǆ A J 10 8 6 
ǅ 10 
ǃ A Q 7 5 
 

  ǂ K J 10 8 7 6 4        ǂ 9 5    
  Ǆ 9                       Ǆ K Q 
  ǅ K J 8 7                 ǅ A Q 6 3 
  ǃ 9                        ǃ K 8 6 4 2 

ǂ 2 
Ǆ 7 5 4 3 2  
ǅ 9 5 4 2 
ǃ J 10 3 
 

Dealer: East 
Vulnerability: Both    

 

At our table the bidding started: 
 

        W          N           E          S 

      1ǃ    pass 
  1ǂ          2Ǆ 
 

How did our bidding progress and 
was it NS or EW who won the 
contract? See page 23. 

Allotments 
Following a well-attended open 

meeting with allotment tenants in June, 
the Parish Council has introduced a 
method of providing more focussed 
feedback to each allotment holder as to 
what is needed to improve both the 
safety and appearance of the site. 
The allotments are unusual in 

being in such close proximity to a well
-used public footpath, a childrenôs 
playground and a football pitch. 
The council appreciates the work 

done by allotment holders to make 
these improvements and looks forward 
with them to another year of growth. 

Planning applications 
    The Parish Council continues to 
post notices of all planning applications 
within the parish to The Lee Forum, as 
we process them, with a reminder to 
residents that if they have specific 
comments to make, they should 

mailto:clerk@thelee.org.uk
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01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

The return of 
the Big Quiz 
By The Lee Old Church Trust 

I 
t was back in October 2019 that 
we were last able to host our  
ever-popular Old Church Trust 

Brain-Tease, so we are delighted to let 
you know that it been included in our 
2023 programme and is scheduled for 
Saturday 21st October. This time 
around the venue is our own Parish 
Hall; the heady proceedings begin at 
7:30 pm and tickets are just Ã10 each 
to include a selection of nibbles on 
each table: please note we are not 
providing a meal. As always, we will 
have a well-stocked bar offering 
drinks for sale by cash or card, and 
will also hold a raffle.  
Get your thinking caps on, arrange 

or join a table of eight quizzers and 
enjoy an evening attempting to fathom 
the answers to thought-provoking 
questions posed yet again by Glenys 
and Tony Rigby. For tickets and more 
information call Pam Garner on 837501 
or Jilly Carleton-Smith on 837205. 

 

The Newsletter 
By Hannah Lane 

T 
en times a year we publish The 
Lee Newsletter. The number of 
pages is entirely dependent on 

how many articles we can generate 
and on the amount of advertising / 
sponsorship; it also depends on the 
time of year. 
Rarely less than 28 pages and 

occasionally as many as 36; in the 
average Newsletter we have 32 pages 
(64 columns). We will normally carry 
around 15 columns of advertising (just 
under 25% of the available space). 

Septemberôs edition carried 25 
different business adverts: ranging 
from estate agents to funeral directors, 
therapies to personal care, IT solutions 
to domestic appliances, building 
services to decorating and interior 
design, transport to travel, pet care and 
grooming, food and beverage. 
Many of our advertisers and 

sponsors have been with us for years, 
supporting the newsletter and 
delivering services and solutions to 
residents in the area. 
460 copies of the newsletter are 

being delivered each month to houses 
in the local community. 
Without our advertisers the 

newsletter would not exist. Whenever 
you use one of the services advertised 
in the newsletter, please be sure to let 
them know that you found their name 
in The Lee Newsletter and maybe 
even thank them for the support. 
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species, two of which are mentioned in 
this piece. 
Local author Roald Dahl once said, 

ñBirds are the most eloquent of all the 
creatures on earth. You learn their 
language, and they learn yours.ò 
I wanted to help us all embrace the 

joy of birdsongs in our villages, and 
the words of Dahl remind us that they 
are not merely sounds but a language 
of their own, weaving stories of life 
into natureôs intricate tapestry. 

Your birdsong guide 
Have you ever found yourself in 

the woods or the meadow wondering 
what that mysterious chirp is way up 
hidden in the tree. Is it a bird or 
something entirely different? Donôt 
fret; with the Merlin Bird ID app help 
is seconds away!  
It records the birdôs song showing 

a sonic graph as you can see in the 
picture below. It shows all the birds 
present and the one singing out glows 
orange, itôs super exciting. Merlin 
works its magic to identify all of 
them for for you, allowing you to 
store the recordings. It quickly helps 

=ǕȌȌľƇŮ hȗǷǈƝȌȗǷŮ ƆǕǷ 
ȳǕȗǷ tǕǅŮ ң jľǷţŮǈ 
7ľȂŮţ ǈŮľǷ jǷŮľȌ ¿ƝȂȂŮǈţŮǈѐ 
ŚǕǈȌľŚȌ ȗȂ ȌǕ ǅľƵŮ ľ ȩƝŮȬƝǈƇ 

ľǱǱǕƝǈȌǅŮǈȌ 
|ǈȂȌľƇǷľǅя 

ҢȌƓŮȳľǷţѝŔȳŚǷǕǅľǷŚľǷǱŮȌȂ 
hľŚŮŔǕǕƵя 

ҢĆƓŮĭľǷţŔȳ=ǷǕǅľǷ=ľǷǱŮȌȂ 
QǅľƝƺя ŮǈǵȗƝǷƝŮȂѕȌƓŮȳľǷţҢƇǅľƝƺѕŚǕǅ 

ëƓǕǈŮя йртйй нтптлн 

Birdsongs 
A symphony in The Lee: 
hearing natureôs hidden gems 
By Giles Robertson 

N 
estled in the heart of the 
Chiltern Hills none of us need 
telling that The Lee parish and 

the nearby villages are a place of natural 
beauty and a haven for birds. Our area is 
home to a remarkable variety, each with 
its own unique and enchanting song. 
From the hoots and screech of the tawny 
and barn owls in the still of the night to 
the cheerful chirrups of wrens at dawn 
and the rhythmic drumming of 
woodpeckers echoing through the 
woods, our village resonates with 
natureôs grand symphony. 
Bird songs can be particularly 

important for identifying certain 
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Juliette on 
07403 227878 

you learn your mistle thrush from 
your tree creeper. 
Local birder Don Stone (see also 

page 10) has had some remarkable 
bird encounters in our area, each 
accompanied by its own unique 
birdsong. From the unique calls of the 
curlew to the reeling of the 
grasshopper warbler, these unusual 
bird songs add a touch of excitement 
to our local birdwatching experiences. 

Hearingé even if not seeing 
But some such as the quail and the 

grasshopper warbler are more often 
heard than seen, as was the case with 
these two when they were both heard 
singing during the twilight hours in 
the parish a few summers back for 
three weeks, with neither actually 
visible. Don talks of the óreelingô song 
of the grasshopper warbler, a song 
that resembles some kind of 
mysterious insect as it attempts to 
attract a female partner; the quail was 
heard making its wet-my-lips call, 
which is said to be the sound they 
make when repeated rapidly. 
Listen closely, and you might hear 

the buzzardôs mewing call, often 
likened to a catôs ñmiaowò, as it soars 
gracefully. In contrast, the red kiteôs 
melodious, high-pitched whistle fills 
the skies, making it a distinctive and 
recognizable presence. Once you hear 
the difference, you will always know. 
The long-tailed titôs twittering, 

high-pitched calls are often heard as it 
moves through woodlands  in small 
flocks (the bovver boys of the 
treetops), while the coal titôs call is a 
sharp ñsee-seeò or ñsirr-sirrò that 
echoes through the tree, often solitary. 
The goldcrestôs high-pitched ñsee-

see-seeò and the goldfinchôs tinkling, 
musical notes are delightful to the ear. 
And the greenfinch adds a series of 
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Murmurings 
By Joe King 

W 
e are becoming spoilt for 
choice. Instead of just one 
pub to gather at and gossip, 

The Old Swan appears to be spreading 
its wings. The first weekend in 
September saw Jane returning to its 
warm embrace in a hot sunny late 
summer burst. A simple low-key BBQ 
and music greeted a robust crowd of 
revellers. The delight and joy of 
greeting old friends was fascinating to 
watch. Clearly there is a desire for local 
pubs as centres of social life but are 
people willing enough to spend time 
and money helping them be a 
commercial success? Has the ówork 
from homeô mentality translated into a 
drink at home? Hope not. 
On the walk across to The Swan a 

collection of disused, rusting farm 
equipment was lurking in some less 
than robust barns. Is this the 
agricultural equivalent of fly tipping? 
Why do farmers abandon old 
equipment? Are they used as a source 
of spares or left to provide nesting and 
habitat for wildlife?  

nasal ñchewingò calls to the avian 
symphony; you might hear both in 
your garden. 
Usually deeper in the wood, the 

nuthatchôs calls are a loud ñyank-
yankò, often heard during its acrobatic 
foraging, while the treecreeper 
remains mostly silent but may emit 
soft, high-pitched calls. 

Finally, in April there were reports 
of a ósinister camouflaged man being 
nasty to tree rats and the lovely doe-
eyed vegetarian muntjac of garden 
destructive fame.ô In September there 
was a report of a naked rambler in 
Grove Wood. Whatever next? 

As you explore our village 
surrounds with the Merlin ID app as 
your trusty companion, youôll become 
an expert, but be warned, walks will 
take twice as long. Identifying these 
enchanting birds by both sight and 
sound is great fun. 
I challenge you to spot and identify 

three new bird species in our area. 
Share your discoveries with us in the 
next newsletter, along with any 
interesting stories or songs you 
encounter. Letôs see who can uncover 
the most captivating bird tales right 
here in our beloved village! 



19 

Dance, drink, 
be scary 
By Ana Brown 

M 
any people in the village 
know me for my less than 
subtle decorations at 

Halloween, so it will be no surprise to 
hear that one of the first conversations 
I had with Oliver at the Cock and 
Rabbit was me asking if I could book 
the place out for a Halloween party. 

ñThrillerò dance moves and Iôll see 
you on the dance floor. 
I am also holding a raffle to raise 

extra money for the Rennie Grove 
Peace Hospice, I would appreciate any 
donations of raffle prizes and of 
course raffle tickets will be available 
on the night. 
Every penny raised from ticket 

sales and raffle tickets will go directly 
to the Rennie Grove Peace Hospice. 
Ticket numbers are limited so  

do grab yours quickly so as not to  
be disappointed. 

 
bL/Ih[!{ WhIb .!¢¢¸ 

¸ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 
 ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎ 

 

ϝ/ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ DǳƛƭŘǎ ǉǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ  
aǳƭǝ-{ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ¢ǊŀŘŜǎƳŀƴ 

ϝ CƻǊǘȅ-ŬǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
ϝ Cǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ 
ϝ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ 

 

CƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘΥ 
ǿǿǿΦƛƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳΦŎƻƳκƴƛŎƘƻƭŀǎƧƻƘƴōŀǧȅ 

 

 aƻōƛƭŜΥ лтупм офруст   

 IƻƳŜΥ лмпфп усонтр 

 ƴōŀǧȅϪōǝƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΦŎƻƳ 

I have always been a huge fan of 
Halloween and I am very excited to be 
hosting my first ever Halloween Party 
at the Cock and Rabbit on Saturday 
28th October from 7.30 pm.  
Tickets are Ã7.50 available directly 

from anabrown921@gmail.com or 
07513 105050. You can collect them 
from me, or I can drop them to you. 
Fancy dress is not compulsory but 

most certainly preferred. It is a 
Halloween party after all. 
We have DJ Bonkers with the 

spooky tunes, so get practicing your 

mailto:anabrown921@gmail.com
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Art 4 Lee: Pt 1 
By Charlotte Reynolds 

ñA 
rt is the greatest form of 
hopeò. Taking this quote by 
Banksy and following on 

from helping to organise the Art Tent at 
this yearôs The Lee Flower Show, I 
thought it would be good to champion 
those artists and creatives who live and 
work, often quietly and without fanfare, 
within and around the parish. 
This, therefore, is the first in an 

occasional interview series with those 
who make their living from their 
creative endeavours. Due to space 
limitations in the Newsletter this series 
will only be able to give a snapshot 
into each of their working lives, and as 
a result I have had to prune what have 
been fascinating and wide-ranging 
chats into a specific word count ï an 
art in itself. 
My first interview led me to 

Bryony Benwell and her stained-glass 
business, The Glass House. Based in 
her home studio just off Oxford Street, 
Bryony designs, creates, restores, and 
conserves, stained glass windows, and 
leaded light windows for homes. 
Having been introduced to the art 

of stained-glass while she was 
working at Missenden Abbey summer 
schools, Bryony was offered an 
apprenticeship in the stained-glass 
studios at York Minster. Impressively 

Bryony was the first woman to have 
ever been employed in the Cathedral 
Works Department and held her own 
against the tough physical challenges 
that the role posed. During her four 
years there she learnt how to work 
with and conserve the Minstersô 
medieval stained glass in all the 
minute and painstaking detail that such 
work requires. At the same time, she 
was also involved with conservation 
work at various university college 
buildings in Oxford and Cambridge. 

 

a!w¢Lb ¢I9 aL[Ya!b [¢5 
¸ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŘŀƛǊȅƳŀƴ 9ǎǘ мфуф 
5ƻƻǊǎǘŜǇ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴƛƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ 

 

          ¢ƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭΥ 

        лмппн уоофпп 
       tƘƻƴŜǎ ƳŀƴƴŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  
            пǇƳ-сǇƳ aƻƴ-CǊƛ 

Further training at Flatford Mill in 
Suffolk learning how to paint on glass 
added to her skills, equipping her to 
take on her next job, managing a 
stained-glass conservation team at 
Chapel Studio in Kings Langley, 
which she loved. Their specialism was 
large church windows, countrywide. 
A move to Cheshire followed 

where Bryony established The Glass 
House and worked closely with 
Chester Cathedral and in many 
churches in North Wales and Cheshire. 
This was where she created one of her 
favourite private commissions; a 
bespoke memorial window depicting a 
verdant rural landscape that was 
particularly meaningful to the client 
(see picture above).  
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Moving to be nearer to family has 
brought Bryony and her husband John 
back to The Lee, where she has  
re-established her flourishing studio 
and from where she continues her 
work on bespoke orders such as the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Catholic 
Church in Luton where she created a 
depiction of The Last Supper. 
Plans for 2024 will see Bryony 

starting up beginners stained glass 
courses and a new venture working 
alongside John creating garden 
sculptures in metal and glass. 
Always happy to take on new 

commissions Bryonyôs work can be 
spotted locally in St Maryôs Church, 
Ballinger, where she recently took out 
and replaced two windows, having 
carried out their full restoration. Most 
gloriously she has repainted and 
restored the colourful pub signs at The 
Cock and Rabbit. 

An unchanged process 
But what exactly is the process 

involved in making stained glass? 
Bryony uses glass suppliers based 

in Liverpool, Poland, and France, with 
a manufacturer in Birmingham being 
the only remaining UK based hand-
blown glass supplier. 
The cast lead strips (called cames) 

are sourced mainly from the UK.  The 
basic premise of making a new stained 
glass window has remained unchanged 
since medieval times. 
Once a commission has been 

accepted, Bryony will draw up a 
design. This is enlarged and used as the 
pattern onto which sheets of coloured 
glass are placed and cut into the 
required shapes. The detail is then 
hand-painted onto the pieces, three kiln 
firings are generally needed to fix the 
paint onto the glass. 
The pieces are then slotted into the 

H shaped lead cames. The pattern is 
assembled (like putting together a 
jigsaw) and the lead joints are 

{Ihw¢-¢9wa 
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CǊƻƳ ϻппр ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ όŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜύ 
 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ  
ƻǊ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴ  

ŀǘ [ŜŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 
 

aƻǾƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜΚ   
     /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜΚ 
     IƻǳǎŜ ǎŀƭŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΚ 
     .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΚ 

 

9ȄǇŜŎǝƴƎ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΚ    
     bŜŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴΚ 

 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ tŜǊƛƻŘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΥ  
ǎƭŜŜǇǎ ŦƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ 

 

¢ŜƭΥ лмпфп уоттфу 
Ŝ-ƳŀƛƭΥ ƭƻǿŜǊōŀǎǎƛōƻƴŜǎϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

soldered to ensure rigidity. Stained 
glass ócementô is brushed repeatedly 
over the leads to waterproof the 
window before it is finally polished.  
All stages of production are done by 
hand, a slow but very satisfying and 
meditative process, according to 
Bryony. From instruction to final 
installation, a church window 
commission can take up to six months. 
Finally, I ask Bryony, what would 

any aspiring stained-glass student need 
to know? Her simple answer is ñto 
respect the materials, learn to respect 
glass and not to fear it. It is a 
wonderful medium to work withò. 
Clearly, she has followed her own 

advice to impressive success. 
 

Bryony Benwell ï Stained Glass 
Artist, Restorer and Conservator at 
The Glass House 
www.theglasshousedesigns.co.uk 
bryonybenwell@hotmail.com or tel 
07740796309 

http://www.theglasshousedesigns.co.uk
mailto:bryonybenwell@hotmail.com
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Chapel Farm 
Chapel 
By Simon Morris 

O 
n Sunday 3rd September Trevor 
Pearce invited the 
congregation of The Lee 

Church to hold the Sunday Family 
Service that day at his farm, Chapel 
Farm, Lee Common. 

 We were invited to arrive well 
before the time of the service so Trevor 
could show us the farm. We were free 
to wander about as Trevor accompanied 
us answering our many questions. 
As we walked in, to our right there 

is a large pond and beyond it the fields 
stretch to the horizon. The views of 
the countryside are stunning. Geese, 
ducks and cows wandered around the 
fields close to us and Trevor showed 
us a fascinating white fungus which 
sparkled in the sun shining on the 
hollow of a broad old ash tree. We had 
to get down on our hands and knees to 
see it ï easier for the children!  

Celebrating 
the Arts 
By Susanne and Peter Baker 

I 
n August, the Arts Society 
Ballinger (ASB) celebrated its first 
25 years of monthly meetings at 

the Ballinger Memorilal Hall, 
appropriately focussed on silver with a 
talk from Claire Murdoch, CEO of the 
Bishopsland Educational Trust, an 
internationally recognised charity 
dedicated to training and education in 
the craft of silversmithing. ASB is 
proud to have supported the Trust over 
many years and presented Claire with 
a cheque in support of the Trustôs 
work. Formalities were concluded 
with a delicious cream tea in the 
summer sunshine. 
ASB returns this month with a full 

series of lectures for 2023-4. óArtsô is 
a broad church and topics include 
music, painting, sculpture, textiles, 
myth, and much else. Appropriately in 
what may well be an election year, 
Rupert Dickens will be talking in 
April 2024 on the birth of political 
satire. To banish the February blues, 
come and be entertained by Bertie 
Pearce in the Art of Visual Deception, 
with a touch of magic. If you consider 
visiting Cambridge next year, then in 
July Sarah Burles will be talking 
about Kettles Yard, the late Jim Edeôs 
eclectic museum, which has recently 
been completely refurbished; the talk 
is highly recommended. 
New members and guests are very 

welcome. Please visit our website 
www.theartssocietyballinger.org.uk to 
view our programme or you can email 
ballinger@theartssociety.org or talk to 
Susanne on 01494 864893.  

As a congregation we ranged from 
the elderly down to Horace who is not 
yet two years old, but Charles Cox 
skilfully guided us through the service 

http://www.theartssocietyballinger.org.uk
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held in a large old barn. Trevor had a 
computer on straw bales so the 
congregation could read the words of 
the prayers and hymns on the screen.   
The very attentive cattle were 

sectioned off to the side, but 
wonderful ónoises offô punctuated the 
service as you might expect from these 
windy ruminants ï much to the delight 
of the children! 

Many thanks must go to Trevor 
and Linda for generously opening up 
their farm and to Charles for taking the 
service and, of course to our vicar, 
Chris Haywood, who set everything in 
motion in his absence. 

 

Bridge too far? 
At our table the full bidding was: 
 

        W          N           E         S 

      1ǃ      pass 

  1ǂ          2Ǆ       pass        4Ǆ 
  4ǂ        pass      pass      pass 
 

West had such an unbalanced hand 
and after Eastôs opening bid had to bid 
on, even though vulnerable.  

The contract of 4ǂ by EW went 
one off, but turned out to be a good 

sacrifice as 4Ǆ by NS would make. 
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Going Nuclear: 
Part 2 
By Rudi Kalveks 

O 
ne of my neighbours was so 
taken with the film 
Oppenheimer that they asked 

me about the nuclear physics behind A 
and H bombs, which I  wrote about in 
the September edition. 
A much more productive use of 

nuclear energy is in the generation of 
heat to drive steam turbines for 
electricity generation.  
The technology for nuclear fission 

has been commercialised for many 
decades, with over 400 fission reactors 
operating worldwide and a further 50 
plus under construction [Ref: 1].  
The design of modern reactors 

intersperses the fissile material with 

inert moderating material, such that 
neutron chain reactions can never 
develop. Reliable low-carbon energy 
generation is at hand for those 
countries that chose it. One of the 
research frontiers is the design of 
reprocessing pathways and reactors to 
use the long-lived radioactive waste 
from early generation reactors as fuel 
for further energy generation ï until 
the waste is used up. [Ref: 2] 
On the other hand, the technology 

for fusion reactors is still under 
development. A key problem is how to 
confine an extremely high temperature 
ionised plasma of intended fusion 
nuclei for long enough to achieve 
óignitionô and a net energy gain. 
Alternatives being researched 

around the world include: 
1.  magnetic confinement, typically 
using a toroidal reaction chamber 
and superconducting magnets, or 

2. inertial confinement, in which a 
target containing fusion isotopes is 
bombarded by high energy lasers.  

 

In the former the aim is to achieve 
continuous fusion, while in the latter 
the fusion is necessarily pulsed. Once 
the confinement problem has been 
solved, there are other challenges 
relating to the efficient extraction of 
energy from the plasma, and the 
management of fusion by-products, 
particularly neutrons, which cause 
radiation damage.  
Whilst the temperatures required 

for fusion ignition, along with a net 
energy release, have been reached 
momentarily at the JET torus at 
Culham in the UK and at the National 
Ignition Facility at Livermore in the 
US, adequate control of the fusion 
process remains work-in-progress.  
The multi-government fusion 

research reactor, ITER at Cadarache in 
the South of France, which is based on 
a toroidal design, is due to commence 

Mervynôs 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 
CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 
Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ôphone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 
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vǳŀƭƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ 
wŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ t±9 /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ 
ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  

 

²Ŝ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎŜ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ 
ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
ƘƻƳŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

/ŀƭƭ tƘƛƭ 9ŀǎŜƳŀƴ ƻƴ лтттм усоуул 
ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿǿǿΦǇǾŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ    wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ   ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ 

operation in 2025, but has been 
plagued by project cost over-runs (to 
Eur 22 billion plus), technical 
challenges and delays in construction. 
Ref:1 www.worldnuclearreport.org/
reactors.html 
Ref: 2 /world-nuclear.org/information
-library/nuclear-fuel-cycle/fuel-
recycling/processing-of-used-
nuclear-fuel.aspx 

 

Lee Common 
School 
By Catherine May 

A 
t the time of writing the new 
academic year is just one 
week old, and it is fantastic 

to see both returning and new 
children settling happily into school. 
The school looks and feels calm, 
welcoming and ready for whatever 
this year will bring! Lots of work has 
been done over the holidays, from 
the installation of a new boiler and 
oil tank to refreshed and reorganised 
classrooms and outdoor spaces, 
including the transformation of the 
library area into a wonderful 
Reading Rainforest.  
As ever there is lots going on in 

school. New initiatives this term 
include Wellbeing Wednesdays, when 
children will be taking part in yoga 
and Forest School, and membership 

of the local schoolsô Sports 
Partnership, which kicks off later in 
September with a football festival 
hosted by Holmer Green School for 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. 

Anniversary tea towels 
 

Towards the end of last term we 
were delighted to host an afternoon 
tea marking the 150th anniversary of 
the schoolôs founding. Thanks to all 

https://www.worldnuclearreport.org/reactors.html#tab=iso;status=C
https://www.worldnuclearreport.org/reactors.html#tab=iso;status=C
https://world-nuclear.org/information-library/nuclear-fuel-cycle/fuel-recycling/processing-of-used-nuclear-fuel.aspx
https://world-nuclear.org/information-library/nuclear-fuel-cycle/fuel-recycling/processing-of-used-nuclear-fuel.aspx
https://world-nuclear.org/information-library/nuclear-fuel-cycle/fuel-recycling/processing-of-used-nuclear-fuel.aspx
https://world-nuclear.org/information-library/nuclear-fuel-cycle/fuel-recycling/processing-of-used-nuclear-fuel.aspx
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 those who braved the heavy rain and 
came from near and far to celebrate 
with us. 
Current pupils showed the 

anniversary artwork and tea towels to 
past pupils and staff such as Bob 
Johnson, Janet Joyner, Pam Hearn, Ann 
Ash, Pat Chinnery and Rita Ruttle. 

School 
Governor 
Could this be you? 
By Pam Batty, Chair of Governors 

W 
ith the start of the new 
school year underway it is 
time to consider applications 

for new governors to join the Board at 
Lee Common School.  
Being a governor can be 

challenging but it is also an 
extremely rewarding and important 
role in the strategic operation of the 
village school.  
The three core functions of the 

Governing Board are:  
¶  to ensure clarity of vision, ethos 
and strategic direction  

¶  to hold the school leader to 
account for the educational 
performance of the school, its 
pupils and the effective and 
efficient performance management 
of staff  

¶  to oversee the financial 
performance of the school and 
ensure that money is well spent. 

A wide range of skills 
Skills including knowledge of 

finance, safeguarding, marketing and 
IT as well as experience in education 
or school governance may be helpful 
but not essential. There are so many 
skills that each individual could 
bring to the table so please do apply 
even if you have no knowledge of 
those mentioned above. A full and 
ongoing training programme is 
available to all governors. 
There is also a further vacancy for 

a governor who will support and 
develop the Christian foundation of 
the school. Alternatively, you may 

It was wonderful to meet you and 
share memories of Lee Common 
school life over the years! 
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wish to consider a role as an associate 
member, contributing specifically on 
issues relating to your expertise, 
relevant to the work of committees 
established by the Governing Body but 
with less involvement with the Board 
than that of a governor. 
A full Board meeting is usually 

held at least once a term, with an 
additional termly meeting for 
members of various committees. 
Occasional visits to the school will be 
part of the role.  
If you believe that you are able to 

make a commitment to a role that has 
a huge impact on the future of the 
young children who attend Lee 
Common School, or you just want to 
find out more about the role, please 
contact the school office at 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk  
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Newsletter 
Dinner 2023 
By the editorial team 

T 
he annual Newsletter dinner 
will take place this year on 
Friday 1st December at The Lee 

Parish Hall. Invitations are being sent 
out to those who has contributed to the 
success of the newsletter in the last 12 
months. With a limited number of 
spaces available in the hall, please 
reply promptly to your invitation to 
avoid disappointment. 
We start at 7:30 pm with a drinksô 

reception, followed by dinner and 
once again will have awards and a 
speaker to reflect on life in The Leeé 
or anything else that takes their fancy 
on the night!  
Donôt miss out on The Leeôs 

ódinner of the yearô! 

Your local friendly 
Osteopathic Practice, 
set in the beautiful 
Chiltern Countryside. 
 

Everyone at the Chiltern Osteopathics 
Practice is committed to providing the 
highest standards of osteopathic care for 
the treatment of all back and joint problems. 
 

For over twenty years, our practice has 
continued to provide each patient with the 
most appropriate and effective treatment in 
order to reduce the risk of reoccurrence 
and aggravation. 
 

The aim of working with each patent is to 
obtain the maximum benefit out of the 
minimum number of treatment sessions. 
 

Please contact us for an initial consultation. 
Private parking is freely available. 

mailto:office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
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Prepared-Lee 
By Gp|q"FҲCnguucpftq 

A 
fter a lengthy pause, weôre 
back with the Scouts column! 
Many things have happened in 

between (a District Camp, activities on 
water etc.), the new Scouts year is 
under way, and we have several 
activities planned ï we are going to be 
very busy. 
And ñbeing busyò is the theme for 

this monthôs article. As well as being 
Scouts (leaders or otherwise), we all 
have busy schedules, juggling demands 
made on us by others and ourselves ï 
in my case, for instance, work has been 
particularly intense. As Scouts we are 
called upon in the Law to ñmake good 
use of timeò (for the record, the 
6th  article also urges us to be ñcareful 
of possession and propertyò). This is 
practised by all involved in Scouting 
from an early age: recognising what is 
a valuable use of the time allocated for 
an activity allows the Scouts to 
maximise the time spent doing fun 
stuff. Deciding what to do during the 
free times at camp; planning a 
challenge to make sure theyôre back in 
time ï these are all examples of 
opportunities to learn how to use the 
time wisely in all circumstances. 
As Leaders we have commitments 

within and without the Scouts 
movement; I often remember, in my 
work practice, the experiences I had in 
Scouts. I hope the activities we offer 
the Scouts in our Troop will help them 
too in their lives: we can be busy, but 
we know how to use time wisely. 
After all, we are always prepared. 
Oh, and by the way, if you want to 

get busy, do get in touch! We are 
always looking for people to help us in 
the Leadership team ï contact details 
are at the back of the newsletter. 

Christmas 
market 
By Symeon Economou 

C 
hristmassy tins of biscuits, 
cards, tree decorations and the 
rest are now beginning to flood 

into shops. Christmas musak isnôt 
playing yet but itôs just around the 
corner. Only 106 sleeps to Christmas 
Day as I write this. All of this makes 
the year seem shorter somehow. 

For Katie Michelson-Yeates 
Christmas starts around June, when she 
needs to place orders for the Shop at 
The Leeôs Christmas Food and Gift 
Market. This yearôs market will be held 
on Saturday, 11th November (save the 
date). This event gets more popular 
every year because Katie has proven 
instincts for buying lovely high-quality 
products. The not-for-profit ethos of the 
shop helps to maintain value for money. 
This all involves a massive amount of 
work during the weeks leading up to the 
event and we are so lucky to have Katie 
and her band of eager helpers. 
While all this is going on Ruth is 

honing and updating the software 
which now controls the online system 
for the Christmas Eve orders. For 
those who are new to the area, Shop at 
the Lee invites customers to entrust us 
with procuring all of your food 
requirements over the Festive Season, 
including poultry, all meats, bread, 
dairy, fruit and veg and lots more. 
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So, let Shop at The Lee take on 
lots of the stress of Christmas 
shopping again this year. 
At the time of writing the Shop 

has received another certificate of 
thanks from the Chesham Food Bank. 
Of course, all of the credit should go 
to all of the lovely customers who 
give so generously! 

 

Back in time 
By the Editor 

I 
 find that one of lifeôs fascinating 
things is to look back in time and 
discover what happened several 

years ago. What events took place this 
year iné? Here is a summary of some 
of those historical events. 

1923 ï 100 years ago 
More than 100,000 people were 

killed and two million made homeless 
when an earthquake flattened Tokyo 
just before noon on 1st September.  
America recognised the Mexican 

government; martial law declared in 
Germany; the Irish Free State and 
Ethiopia join the League of Nations 
(the forerunner to the United Nations). 

1973 ï 50 years ago 
Britain, Denmark and Eire became 

full members of the EEC; Vietnam 
peace treaty signed in Paris; VAT 
introduced in the UK; President Nixon 
resigns; Egypt and Syria attack Israel; 
French test an H-Bomb in the Pacific; 
Spanish Prime Minister killed by ETA; 
two IRA car bombs injure over 200 in 
London; Princess Anne married Captain 
Mark Phillips, and Noel Coward, W H 
Auden, Ben Gurion and Picasso all died. 
Reading up on these historical 

titbits it seems to me that there was 
much more violent chaos around the 
world 50 or 100 years ago than today, 
although I expect when the history of 
today is written it will show similar 
chaos and violence.  

 

ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 
ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊ 

 

tǊƛŎŜ aŀǘŎƘ DǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ 
9ȄǇŜǊǘ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ-CǊŜŜ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ 

/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴ 5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ 
!ǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ [ǘŘ 
мнф .ǊƻŀŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ  
/ƘŜǎƘŀƳ Itр о9C 
лмпфп ттмсун 

ǿǿǿΦŎƘƛƭǘŜǊƴŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
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Coming soon 
Thursday 2nd November. The Lee village 
walk. 9:30 am on The Lee Green. 
Sunday 5th November. Bonfire Night 
Fireworks. 7:00 pm at Cherry Tree 
Lane. See page 6. 
Saturday 11th November. Shop at The 
Lee Christmas Food and Gift Market. 
8:30 am to 1:00 pm. See page 28. 
Tuesday 14th November. Ballinger 
Evening WI. 8:00 pm at Ballinger Hall 
Tuesday 14th November. The Lee 
Parish Council Meeting. 7:30 pm at 
the Parish Hall. 
Saturday 18th November. Ballinger Hall 
Christmas Fair. 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
Saturday 18th November. Roving 
Supper. 7:30 pm at the Parish Hall. 
See page 7. 
Friday 1st December. Newsletter 
Annual Dinner. See page 27. 
Sunday 3rd December. Lighting up 
Ballinger. 5:00 pm. 
Sunday 10th December. Fayrfax Consort. 
7:30 pm at The Lee Old Church. 
Thursday 14th December. Santa to 
The Lee. 6:00 pm followed by Carols  
on the Green. 

é and not so soon! 
Wednesday 31st January 2024. Annual 
Bridge Drive. Details next month. 

Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Babies and Toddlers Group 
Sophie Underwood, 07970 022190  

Ballinger Hall Horticultural Society 
Chairperson: Katharine Hersee 
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary: 
jennywooding@btconnect.com 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 

The fastest way to let everyone in the 
parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

October 
Thursday 5th. The Lee village walk. 
9:30 am on The Lee Green. 
Tuesday 10th. Ballinger Evening WI. 
8:00 pm at Ballinger Hall. 
Saturday 21st. The Lee Old Church 
Trust Quiz. For tickets/table bookings 
call Pam Garner on 837501 or Jilly 
Carlton-Smith on 837205. See page 15. 
Saturday 21st. Rennie Grove Afternoon 
Tea. 3:00 pm at Oldham Hall, 71, The 
Square, Great Missenden. Tickets Ã10 
(inc tea and cake). Contact Jill York 
07846 534301. 
Saturday 28th October. Halloween 
Party. 7:30 pm at the Cock and Rabbit 
in aid of the Rennie Grove Peace 
Hospice. See page 19. 

Church Services 
St John the Baptist, The Lee 
Sunday 1st. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at the Old Church. 8:00 am. 
Sunday 1st. Family Service at the New 
Church.11:00 am. 
Sunday 8th. Parish Communion (CW) 
at the New Church. 11:00 am. 
Sunday 15th. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at the Old Church. 8:00 am. 
Sunday 22nd. Parish Communion 
(CW) at the New Church. 11:00 am. 

St Maryôs, Ballinger 
Sunday 1st. Harvest Communion. 
9:30 am, followed by refreshments. 
Sunday 29th. 6:00 pm Parish Evensong 
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The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parishé and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 
We welcome letters and articles of 

interest and relevance to The Lee. 
Copy should be sent to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
the month before publication. 
Letters should ideally run to no more 

than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 
To advertise in the newsletter or 

place an insert, please contact Hannah 
Lane at hannahcmlane@gmail.com or 
on 07747 114640, by the 12th of the 
previous month. 
If you have photographs for 

publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com 
For queries regarding distribution 

contact Phil Harrison on 837469. 
Other members of the Editorial 

team: Paul Apicella, Ruth Fowler, 
Mary Godfrey, Liz Macann, Jen 
Ogley, Adam Speller and Colin Sully. 
Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham. 

01494 778053. 

Ballinger Evening WI 
Contact: Jo Laurie, 863492 
watercolours@kitty4.co.uk 

Lee Common C of E School 
School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

Lee Common Scouts 
Group Scout Leader, Chris Nevill; 
864881, gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Scouts, Enzo DôAlessandro; 
scouts@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Beavers, Karen Bruton; 
beavers@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Cubs, James Bruton; 
cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk 

Shop at The Lee 
Symeon Economou, 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

St John the Baptist Church, The Lee 
Vicar: Revd Chris Haywood, 837566. 
Churchwarden: Trevor Pearce, 837601. 
Treasurer: David Stephenson, 867617. 

St Maryôs Church, Ballinger 
Associate Wardens: Anne Ellis, 
837247 and Maggi Cameron, 864790 
or maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk 

Tennis Court @ Parish Hall 
Bookings: Pippa Hart 07785 323232 
(ideally WhatsApp) 

The Arts Society Ballinger 
Contact: Susanne Baker, 864893 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 
www.theleecc.org.uk:  
Secretary: Mike Harris 07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450 

The Lee Newsletter 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com 

The Lee Old Church Trust 
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 

The Lee Parish Council  
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 07704 909324  
clerk@thelee.org.uk 
www.thelee.org.uk/pc  

The Lee Parish Hall Committee 
Bookings: Pippa Hart, 837340 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

To book the Parish Hall  
 

ôphone Pippa Hart on 837340 or 
 
 

07785 323232  
 

Rates 
Mon-Fri - Ã10 per hour 
Sat/Sun - Ã12 per hour 
Bank Holiday - Ã12 per hour 
 

Car park only - Ã10 
Crockery/Cutlery Ã15 
(hire outside of hall) 

http://www.thelee.org.uk
mailto:hannahcmlane@gmail.com
mailto:battenjonathan@hotmail.com


The Wye Partnership gained their knowledge and developed their expertise within the most successful 

estate agents in High Wycombe. On witnessing the take over of these long established companies by 

nationwide chains we recognised the need for the retention of a local and independent service. Our recent 

merger makes the enlarged Partnership the strongest Independent in South Bucks and The Chilterns! 
 

All the partners have invested their own money into the Wye Residential Partnership and all truly believe 

that our business will be built on delivering excellent service to our clients. This means you can be 

confident that we will deliver on all aspects of Estate Agency in an honest, open and transparent way. 

 

If you are looking to buy, sell or let in High Wycombe or the surrounding Chiltern villages then 

contact an estate agency that is motivated by your success and talk to The Wye Partnership. 

Hazlemere 
01494 711 284 

hazlemere@wyeres.co.uk 

Great Missenden 
01494 868 000 

missenden@wyecountry.co.uk 

Lettings High Wycombe 
01494 358 358 

lettings@wyeres.co.uk 

High Wycombe 
01494 451 300 

wycombe@wyeres.co.uk 

Naphill 
01494 565 555 

naphill@wyecountry.co.uk 

Lettings Great Missenden 
01494 864 225 

lettings@wyecountry.co.uk 

Prestwood 
01494 868 000 

prestwood@wyecountry.co.uk 

Stokenchurch 
01494 509 377 

stokenchurch@wyeres.co.uk 

Associated 
Park Lane Office 
0203 368 8472 


