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From the Editor

By Jonathan Batten

ho saw it coming? No, not
the metamorphosis of DC
into Lord C of the FO but

this bumper Christmas edition of the
Newsletter with almost as many
columns as trombones in the big parade.

A monthly collection of local
news, reports, opinions, joy and
sadness, laughter and madness written
by real people, under pressure,
meeting deadlines and striving to
surpass your expectations. First the
musical introduction:

Have yourself a merry little Christmas
Let your heart be light
Next year all our troubles, will be out

of sight

Have yourself a merry little Christmas
Make the Yuletide gay

Next year all our troubles, will be
miles away

Once again, as in olden days
Happy golden days of yore
Faithful friends who are dear to us
Will be near to us once more

Someday soon we all will be together
If the fates allow

Until then, we’ll have to muddle
through somehow

So have yourself a merry little
Christmas now

As 2024 rumbles in we take a break
next month, so please send your
contributions for the February edltlon to
the editor, Phil Harrison, by 12" January
at theleenewsletter@gmail.com.

Fa rfax
1s back
for Chr1stmas

By The Lee Old Church Committee
nce again, we are delighted to
be able to welcome the
fabulous Fayrfax Consort back

to The Lee Old Church on Sunday 10™

December at 7:30 pm.

You’ll be treated to a delightful
evening of candle-lit seasonal songs,
entertaining readings and traditional
carols, directed by David Ireson.

As the joyous harmonies come to a
close, we’ll be serving mince pies
washed down by warm glass or two of
mulled wine.

Tickets are just £15 and are sure to
be in great demand. So to make sure
you get your Christmas season started
the Fayrfax way, call Pam Garner on
01494 837501 or lJilly Carlton-Smith
on 01494 837205.

RecyCIe Once you've read it,
why not return this
Newsletter to Shop at
The Lee for someone
else to enjoy?




Your Letters

Church gates

To the Editor

I read with great interest in the October
edition of the Newsletter, Pam Garner’s
letter about the diverse flora and fauna
found in our churchyard, and I agree
that we are lucky to have it to enjoy.
However, Margaret Bunce, in her letter
calls the churchyard a disgrace, and I
wholeheartedly agree with her too.
How can that be possible?

The answer is very easy. The
Parochial Church Council has a lot to
answer for. Why for example, have the
replacement gates and the shingle roofed
noticeboard not been replaced when
many of us contributed to the whole cost
of replacement at least two years ago?

Why have we not been kept informed
as to the reasons for the delay?

Cottage Furniture for

your Home & Garden
Based near Great Missenden,
contact us to make a viewing
appointment
Instagram:
@theyard_bycromarcarpets
Facebook:
@TheYardbyCromarCarpets
Email: enquiries.theyard@gmail.com
Phone: 07900 496924

Why is the Churchyard left to look
almost abandoned? Letting the parts of
the churchyard go free to encourage
wild life is a great idea in principal,
but surely not the whole area.

We must all remember that the
principal purpose of the place is to
provide a secure and loving resting
place for our families, not a scrubby
overgrown area where we have to
fight our way through the undergrowth
to get to the graves.

I suggest that the Parochial Church
Council go on a tour of the area, as I
have, to inspect other churchyards to
see how they meet the challenges of
providing wildlife diversity and, more
important, a loving well managed
resting place.

John Andrews
Hunts Green
[See also page 19. Ed.]
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Delight
before

Christmas

By Catherine May
he governors of Lee Common
School are delighted to report
that, following their September
visit to the school, the Ofsted

inspectors have rated Lee Common as
‘Good’ across all areas.
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Below is an abridged version of
the opening section ‘What it is like to
attend the school’. The full report,
including more detail on teaching and
learning, pastoral care, vision and
leadership, can be found in full on the
school website www.leecommon.org/
ofstedsiams-reports/

“Pupils delight in coming to this
small village school, where they say
their trusted teachers are kind and
make lessons fun. As one parent put it:
This is a gem of a school that sets
children up for future success.’

“High expectations begin in the
nursery; throughout the school pupils
attain well. By the end of Key Stage 1
they are resilient and confident
learners, ready for the next stage of
their education. Pupils behave calmly
around the school, showing respect for
their teachers and focusing intently
during lessons.

“The values of Iove, respect,
community, perseverance, forgiveness,
and truth are widely taught through
the curriculum. Pupils know the values
off by heart and live them out in their
kindness towards each other as they
learn and play together.”

The governors would like to take
this opportunity to thank Headteacher
Michelle Green and her fantastic team
for all they do to make our school a
wonderful place where the children
can flourish in mind, body, and spirit.

We would welcome new children
and families to join our amazing
school community and have spaces in
all our classes from Nursery through to
Year 2.

If you have any queries about
nursery or school admissions or would
like to make an appointment to visit,
just call Mrs Williams or Mrs Kent in
the School Office on 01494 837267.

euronics

the home of electricals

Laundry appliances

from your local independent
electrical retailer

Price Match Guarantee
Professional Installation
Expert Knowledge
Contact-Free Delivery

Chiltern Domestic
Appliances Ltd

129 Broad Street,
Chesham HP5 3EF
01494 771682
www.chilternappliances.co.uk
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THE LEE VICARAGE, GREAT MISSENDEN.

A Christmas
postcard

By Carol Addison

r I Vhis postcard shows what was
The Lee vicarage, now
Swyllmers, and was sent by

Ethel Britton with all good wishes for

Christmas and the New Year to Miss

Ward of Chiltern Cottage, Great

Missenden. It is marked ‘local’.

Ethel, then aged 34, was the eldest
of three daughters born to the Reverend
James Britton and his wife Emma. The
family lived at The Lee vicarage and
Ethel was the church organist.

Either the family maid or Ethel
herself walked around the corner to
The-Lee Post Office, now The OIld
Post House, by The Lee Green. A
halfpenny stamp was purchased and
the postcard was franked by one of the
Stone family who ran the premises and
lived there too.

Coles, Photographer, Watford.

The postmark shows this took
place at 12:45 pm at The-Lee on 24"
December 1907. It would then have
been delivered that same afternoon.

Merry-Lee

By Phil Harrison
n Saturday 2™ December around
OS:OO pm the astronauts aboard
the space station should see a
sudden burst of light on Earth as The
Lee parish lights up for Christmas.

Decorations bring a smile (or even
the odd groan) to signal the start of the
Christmas festive period and a time
when we brighten up the villages. Don’t
hold back. The more the merrier and all
in the best possible taste of course.

On Thursday 14™ December Santa
will be driving through Lee Common
and The Lee. He will be outside Lower
Bassibones at Oxford Street at 5:30 pm
and make his way along Oxford Street
towards the Shop at The Lee and
onwards past the Cricket Club and




Home Farm before turning right in
front of the war memorial and circling
The Green, coming to a stop outside
The Cock and Rabbit around 6:00 pm.

Awaiting him will be The
Occasional Singers with a delightful
range of traditional and modern
Christmas songs and carols:

It’s beginning to look a lot like

Christmas

Have yourself a merry little
Christmas

Chestnuts roasting on an open fire
Oh come all ye faithful

Hark the Herald angels sing
Good King Wenceslas

Ding dong merrily on high

We wish you a merry Christmas!

You are welcome to join in with
the choir and there will be mince pies
and mulled wine to enjoy as well. A
voluntary donation towards this would
be appreciated and of course Santa is
collecting to help local causes. Cash is
king for this.

Ukrainian
community
update

By Sarah Graham, Hilltops Ukrainian
Support Community
s many of you will know,
Hilltops Ukrainian  Support
Community (HUSC) is a large
community group of Ukrainians, hosts
and volunteers established to support
and empower Ukrainians who have
come to the Chilterns through either the
Homes for Ukraine or Family Scheme.
The group formed over a year and
a half ago, when local people, driven
by compassion and empathy, united
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The -
CHILTERN

OSTEOPATHIC
PRACTICE

Your local friendly
Osteopathic Practice,
set in the beautiful
Chiltern Countryside.

Everyone at the Chiltern Osteopathics
Practice is committed to providing the
highest standards of osteopathic care for
the treatment of all back and joint problems.

For over twenty years, our practice has
continued to provide each patient with the
most appropriate and effective treatment in
order to reduce the risk of reoccurrence
and aggravation.

The aim of working with each patent is to
obtain the maximum benefit out of the
minimum number of treatment sessions.

Please contact us for an initial consultation.
Private parking is freely available.

THE ISsTTLTE
HCRTEORTIY

Member

WE'RE AEGISTRRED

a0 Uk

01494 783962

INFO@BCHILTERN-OSTEORATH,.COUK

OAKWAY. KEEPERS LANE, HYDE
HEATH, AMERSHAM, HFG 5R]

WAW.CHILTERN-OSTECORPATH.CO.UK




behind the purpose of providing safety
and security for Ukrainians fleeing war.
In the first few months we were a
collective of 80 Ukrainians, 39 host
families and 153 volunteers, and by
working  together, the seemingly
impossible task of hosting in a rural
community became possible. The
number of Ukrainians in the group
rapidly expanded and we have helped
over 390 Ukrainians across South

Buckinghamshire. Our Ukrainian friends
have become embedded into the fabric
of our community.

Evolving mission

The group is now run by a team of
Ukrainians and locals, and our purpose
has evolved to empowering Ukrainians
seeking refuge in the Chilterns to
navigate their future in the UK or in
Ukraine. Our mission is for our
community to listen to each other’s
needs, look after each other’s well-
being and put in place initiatives to
support each other. As Ukrainians find
their own accommodation, and some
people move to different parts of
Buckinghamshire, people are welcome
to stay as members of HUSC. We also
provide support to Ukrainians that are
moving into the area.

The local community has been
quite simply amazing. There have
been so many acts of kindness, people
have given so much of themselves

and their time, and many long-lasting
friendships have been made.

Over the last year and a half, we
have been listening to the issues and
following the needs as they have
arisen. We have matched Ukrainians
with hosts, provided welcome packs,
coordinated donations and run a shop,
held language lessons and conversation
groups, provided bikes and cycling
awareness courses, and helped with
writing CVs and finding work.

Widening the aims

We ran a campaign for a second
wave of hosts, worked on a project
with community partners to try to build
worthwhile modern  manufactured
homes and get more affordable housing
for all built in the area and helped
people navigate the rental market.

We have lobbied the government
on many issues from the extension of
driving licenses and provision of
housing, to the visa application
process, and there have also been visits
to Downing Street and the House of
Lords where our Ukrainian members
were able to show their thanks and
explain their issues.

When mental health needs have
been identified, we have supported
psychological help for adults and
children. We are very grateful to our
local Samaritans Group who worked
with us to provide support for hosts
initially, and then they trained a group
of our Ukrainian volunteers to provide
a listening service for other Ukrainians
in the area. There have been so many
other acts of kindness.

We continue to run a lifts group for
people living in the immediate area
who lack access to public transport.
We help with the practical elements of
settling into independent accommodation,
such as sourcing additional items of
furniture and DIY.




Social and cultural events
One of the most important areas has
been, and will continue to be, a
programme of social and intercultural
events. For example, welcome coffee
mornings, regular Ukrainian Dinners
where 100 of our Ukrainian friends cook
and eat together and cultural day trips.
We have also participated in local
community events such as the
Coronation Celebrations and Peace in
the Park in Chesham, where the group
were invited to perform a programme
of Ukrainian songs. In addition, we
hosted events such as a Eurovision
evening, to reach out to other
communities  nearby to  help

Ukrainians build a wider network
outside their immediate area.

In October we had a Barn Dance
at Ballinger War Memorial Hall with
live music played by a brilliant local
folk band. We learnt some traditional
British and Ukrainian folk dances and
enjoyed a buffet supper together. The
events have facilitated much needed
friendships, sharing of experiences
and support.

It’s been a real privilege to watch
friendships form between people from
all over Ukraine and between
Ukrainians and locals.

For more information and to
contact the group, please visit www.

hilltopusc.org

Aura

-Wellness & Healing-

Holistic well-being and
Spiritual Healing
through the ancient dis-
ciplines of Reflexology
and Sound,
with Lydia & Alberto.

By Appointment Only

-Great Missenden-
07905 464399

hello@aurahealing.co.uk

@aurahealinguk

¥
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Glis tale
of The

Lee * s

By Diana Taylor rmern

Living in the Chilterns

We can find a lot of toffs

Their houses are expensive
And have insulated lofts

Their picture-perfect cottages
Have gaps between their gables
Which gives us easy entrance
To set up our winter stables

Now that it’s getting colder
We need a cosy home

Away from owls and weasels
And cats that like to roam

SHORT-TERM
RENTALS

From £445 per week (all inclusive)

Self-catering holiday
or temporary accommodation
at Lee Common

Moving house?

Completion dates don’t coincide?
House sale falls through?
Builders outstaying their welcome?

Expecting Visitors?
Need extra accommodation?

Self-contained Period Property:
sleeps four guests

Tel: 01494 837798
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk

We’re really rather special
With pretty little faces

And lithe and nimble bodies
That contort into small spaces

We’re adept at climbing up things
With our four and five toed feet *
We’re fond of peanut butter

And apples are a treat

Some people think they’ll trap us
With a cheese and onion crisp
But we’re clever and we’re skilful
And can snatch it in a wisp

Once those human folk have gone
to bed

(They’re tired and sleep is needed)
That’s the time when we start partying
And getting fully feeded

When the humans hear some snoring
sounds

Coming from the attic

They can tell that we are fast asleep
And are dreaming dreams ecstatic

Until the springtime comes again
Then, we’ll be off to breed some more
But don’t worry, we’ll be back next year
To some luxurious upper floor
Meanwhile, thanks for having us
Now that wildlife’s all the rage
We’re happier in those toff lofts
Than we would be in a cage

So, please don’t fix the spaces

Or plan annihilation

Just give us all the warmth we need
For our winter hibernation.

Once fed and plump and satisfied
And feeling full of bliss

We’ll be fast asleep by Christmas
But we wish you Merry Glis Glis

[*The edible dormouse has four digits
on the front foot and five digits on the
back foot.]




Scary party

By Ana Brown

y first Halloween party at
the Cock and Rabbit was a
spooktacular success!

The pub was the first to get into
the spirit of the evening as Oliver used
floodlights to give the building a
spooky purple glow, whilst 1
decorated the inside to give a bit of a
haunted house vibe.

As the guests arrived it was great
to see that everyone had made such an
effort with their costumes, from
vampires and black cats, Barbie and
Ken, to the very venue appropriate
Cock and Rabbit costumes, which
were a particular favourite of mine.

The party atmosphere throughout
the night was just fantastic and DJ
Bonkers proved a hit as the dance
floor was busy all night, I even
remember chants of “One more song”;
always the sign of a good night.

I would like to thank Oliver and his
team for all their help both on the run
up to, and on the night of the party.

The party was of course not just an
excuse to dress up, drink and dance —
we managed to raise over £1,000 for
the Rennie Grove Peace Hospice.

Pippa Hart
Photography

Black &White
Portraits

01494 837340

www.pippahart.com
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Bill Baxter CBE

1960 - 2023

By Jon Swain
ipers still has its physical
figurehead, but another impressive
presence has departed.

Bill Baxter was the most generous
of people, and his generosity was
unconditional; all that he did for our
community was done without fanfare.
The warmest of welcomes to anyone
he greeted, and a lively interest arising
from the keenest mind, Bill was great
company. A measure of his impact in
his lifetime is the widespread sorrow
at his death.

Bill was born in Inverness in 1960,
and came to The Lee via Scotland,
Wales, and then Harrow in childhood.
An early indicator of his ambition and
determination was overcoming dyslexia
and being offered places to study
architecture. Bill decided on another
direction, and made a massive impact
in the hospitality industry.

Away from the pressures of his
business life, Bill loved his life based
here in The Lee. Bill, Fiona and their
children moved to Pipers 25 years ago,
from South Heath. Already involved
in the local community, he really
enjoyed the way of life, and the
mixture of interests, here. He supported

Maria Martins

TREATMENTS INCLUDE:

v Corns & CaLrus Removal

¥ MWaiL CuTTiNG (FeeT & HANDS)

v CrackeD HEELS

v FuncaL NAILS (tReatmenT & ADvicE)
v VERRUCAS

v Diagenic Foor Care & ApvicE
v MNEURDVASCULAR ASSESSMENTS

Phone: Q7398183247 (cvailabie on Whatass)
Email: Feetcarebymaria@gmail.com

village events and institutions
enthusiastically; from The Lee Flower
Show (Bill won his own trophy for the
Best Sausage Roll this year), Shop at
The Lee, the Cricket Club (he was a
generous Vice-President in many ways)
and many others.

Bill was a great competitor, in all
that he did, and loved sport in all its
forms. As well as country (fishing and
shooting) and motor sports (Bill loved
his cars), golf was a favourite. Bill
enjoyed his tennis too, and with Fiona
was a welcoming host, opening their
court to charities, as well as to the
regular Saturday morning Men’s
Doubles, in which he loved to play.
His sport was a great outlet for
external pressures.

Wherever one met Bill, there was
always a cheery greeting, as he was
sociable and gregarious whether as a
host in the Roving Supper evening, or
an encounter at the Cock and Rabbit or
Old Swan.

Bill wore his success and wealth
lightly, and enjoyed the things they
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enabled him to do, especially after he
stepped down from full involvement in
his businesses. He never wasted a
moment, and it would be hard to
imagine him limited by advancing
years. That will not happen, and we will
remember him in his prime, a major
part of our community, missed by all.

Bill Baxter and
Scannappeal

By Lisa Trivett, Director Scannappeal
cannappeal was deeply saddened

S at the sudden death of our Chair
and dear friend William Baxter.

William was always driving us to
innovate and fundraise in new ways.
Pushing us to be our best and do our
best, but most of all, encouraging and
supporting us in all that we did.

He was a very well respected and
dedicated Chair who will be greatly
missed by all his colleagues who shared
his passion for the work of the charity.

William first joined Scannappeal
as a Trustee over 20 years ago and,
with his wealth of experience, led the
charity over the past 12 years as Chair.
During those 12 years Scannappeal
has raised over £11m for state of the
art equipment for the three NHS
hospitals in Buckinghamshire, as well
as community sites across the county.

The equipment purchased reaches
so many departments, from the breast
unit, to dermatology, from audiology
to ophthalmology and from brain
injury to cancer care. The cardiology
department alone has received over
£1.7m of equipment, including a full
cath lab, a CT scanner, cardiac
ultrasound equipment and the latest
technology 3D scanners.

We have also fully equipped a
breast biopsy suite, funded two state of

Explore...
Dream...
Discover...

We can help you create the best itinerary,
as we offer:

* Personalised planning - we take the time to
get to know you

* Friendly, honest advice from an independent
travel agency

* Extensive experience to arrange every detalil

* Using fully bonded tour operators

* No booking fees

f]&]

Travel Impressiens
A e

01442 890265

enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk
www.travelimpressions.co.uk

Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF
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the art MRI scanners and the county’s
first surgical robot.

Alongside his leadership of the
charity, William was also a very
generous supporter, going above and
beyond in all that he did. His own
fundraising achievements are far
reaching: the three peaks challenge;
cycling London to Amsterdam; the
Scannappeal Hospital Hike; private
dinners; golf days; pop up restaurants
and, always a firm favourite, the
opening of his beautiful family garden
at Pipers.

William leaves a remarkable
legacy and a significant impact on our
local hospitals. We will be forever
grateful for his dedication and support.

Bill Baxter —
as I knew him

By Bernard Tompkins

am both saddened and shocked to
Ihave heard of Bill’s passing. I first

met Bill back in 1988 when he and
Fiona and family moved into Pipers.
Shortly after this their eldest son Callum
joined The Lee Common Scouts when |
was the group Scout leader.

Pipers as a house was a beautiful
place but it had had little maintenance
over the years. I was running a local
building company and Bill approached
me regarding general repairs and
alterations to the house. We eventually
agreed a scheme including substantial
extensions and provided a design and
build package for which we duly
obtained planning permission. The
work went ahead and this major
project ran well over a year; Fiona and
Bill were delighted with the results.

Bill and I became good friends and
did a lot of fishing and game shooting
together over the years. Bill was a top

Bill receiving his CBE in 2010
for services to the catering industry

class fisherman. I have never seen
anyone cast a fly better and on any trip
he always caught a lot more fish than
the rest of us.

The Scouts have run a number of
trips to the WW1 and WW?2 battlefields
and Bill always joined us on these with
great enthusiasm, with beer and singing
in the evenings.

The last trip we did in 2015 was
the 200 year re-enactment of the Battle
of Waterloo which was a two day
event on the actual battlefield. We
travelled out via Dunkirk and Bill
really enjoyed the trip.

Bill was a successful business man
and was held in very high respect in
the catering industry and supported the
charities associated with the industry.
He was also a great supporter and
leader for Scannappeal which we
continue to support.

I enjoyed many an evening with
Bill as we were both connoisseurs of
good Scotch. At Christmas we always
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swapped gifts: he would give me a
Fortnum and Mason family pork pie
and I gave him a keg of best bitter;
this arrangement worked very well.

My son, Mark, took over our
building company several years ago
and continued to work with Bill at
Pipers and other projects. They too
have been good friends enjoying many
golf days and shooting days together.

Anyone who knew this man was
privileged and he will be sadly missed
by everyone.

Our thoughts are with Fiona and
her family at this sad time.

Bridge gift?

By Kathryn Dickinson et al

ow exciting, an early Christmas
present, sitting with 19 points

after partner opened 1.

4Q7
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Dealer: East
Vulnerability: All

At our table the bidding started:

W N E S
1v pass
?

How can East-West best bid to a
potential slam? See page 33.

Quality Building &
Renovation Projects

Based locally, PVE Construction are
well known for providing high
quality work throughout the
Chilterns and surrounding areas.

We specialise in both residential and
commercial projects offering a wide
range of services from individual
home improvements to complete
new build management.

Call Phil Easeman on 07771 863880
or visit www.pveconstruction.co.uk

4 PUECONSTRUCTION

Professional Reliable Trusted

1
()

VoL

TIDY TAILS
006 GRODMING
Amy Easeman

Email: a.easeman@icloud.com
Call: 07710268200

Offering the following Services:

Bath blow dry / Nail clipping / Hand
stripping / Deshedding / Puppy
grooms / Full grooms

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
@tidytails dog grooming
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End of year
review by the
Parish Council

By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk and Colin
Sully, Chair, The Lee Parish Council

e thought we would end
2023 with a self-marked
review of our success over

the past 12 months in the various areas
in which we operate (see chart below).
Do please let us also have your views
on these issues.

It’s quite notable that we think we
have had much more success in
achieving our objectives in the areas in
which we have more ‘control’ (the
playground, allotments, website / forum,
etc.) as opposed to those which we try
to ‘influence’ — in particular Bucks
Council’s areas of control (highways,
footpaths and planning) and others

who should in theory be listening to
our concerns, like HS2, UK Power and
our MP.

We have been wondering why
there seems to be an increasing
disparity in successful outcomes and
have come up with a few reasons:

e Firstly, we are a small parish in
size and population, especially
when compared to the parishes and
towns around us — Chesham has
over 30 times our population and
both  Great Missenden and
Wendover each have over 10
times. There are probably more
people living in and off Berkeley
Avenue than there are in the whole
of The Lee parish. It’s a wonder
anyone listens to us at all!

e Secondly, the problems of those
living in other local areas are in
some ways much greater than ours.
For example, Chesham has issues
of social deprivation, drug and
alcohol abuse and other crimes that

Communication

Monuments
High Allotments ~
PIayground
CONTROL
INFUENCE/ < Planing
Low

Low

High

THE LEE PARISH COUNCIL's SUCCESS (2023)




we rarely if ever see in The Lee.
Both  Great Missenden and
Wendover parishes each have a
much bigger area affected by HS2
than we do. This all means that
concerns in The Lee often never
start very high on the priority list.
Thirdly, those organisations that
we are trying to influence are all
coming under increasing financial
pressure — Bucks Council, HS2,
even UK Power and Thames
Valley Police. So our concerns,
having started down the priority
list, often never rise up it.

Finally, the boundary changes
being introduced by the Electoral
Boundary Reviews mean that the
votes of The Lee residents will
soon become less important than
they were to the councillors and
MP currently elected to represent us
at Bucks Council and in Parliament.

Some might suggest that we set our
expectations too high in the areas we
hope to influence. Maybe there is some
truth in that, but rest assured we will
continue to fight the good fight in 2024.

Next meeting
The Parish Council next meets on
Monday 4™ December (a change to our
usual date) at 7:30 pm at the Parish
Hall. Do come along to raise any issues
relating to parish council activities.
Otherwise, see you in 2024!
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Mike Lake
Friendly & Local
Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance

For a free quotation please call:

01494 866873 [ 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net

Juliette's
Home Hair

HAIR SERVICES

Ladies cut and finish £35
Gents cut £12
Children From £12
COLOURING SERVICES

Full head of highlights £65
Half head of highlights £48
T section of highlights £35
Root regrowth £25

Have your hair done in the
comfort of your own home

I provide a professional service
at a time convenient to you

10 plus years experience
including courses at Vidal
Sassoon

For more
information,
advice or to

book an
appointment,
please contact

Juliette on

07403 227878
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Fireworks

By Tony Lea
his annual event was held on
I Sunday 5" November in the
paddock adjoining Mark and
Helen Braley’s home, for which we
are always most grateful.

We were lucky to have a clear and
dry night and, despite it being a
Sunday, there was a fantastic turnout.
The Cubs’ magnificent guy was
illuminated as everyone arrived and
provided a much needed centrepiece
now that insurance restrictions do not
allow us to light the bonfire until after
the fireworks have ended!

Another great fireworks display
delighted the crowd — our thanks to
Dominic, Giles, Rupert and Mike for
all their help and planning. Many
thanks once again to Trevor Pearce
for building and lighting the bonfire.

Hot dogs and mulled wine were a
sell-out and thanks to those who helped
the committee with the food, entrance
and drink stations, including Pat Lea,
Louise and Andrew Wadsworth, Pippa
Bannister, Fiona Caines, Daisy and
Freya Hart, and of course the Scout
Leaders on the barbecue.

We are also indebted to Michelle
Patte who acted as our designated First

Aider, and to Tom Brockett who helped
manage the traffic. Also thanks to those
who helped on the Sunday and Monday
mornings to erect and dismantle the
tents. We could not hold this event
without all this extra help and, for those
that attended, thank you for supporting
an event that helps us keep your Parish
Hall and grounds in good order!

The season
of good

musings

By Joe King

s we chatted away in the snug

bar, we noticed Forum Freda

sitting at the next table and she
joined us in a conversation about
Christmas. “For starters”, 1 said “why
does it start so early?” Can’t find any
of my favourite linguini in the
supermarket because the shelves are all
full of Christmas crackers and mince
pies. Even Shop at The Lee thought we
all needed to complete our Christmas
shopping on 11™ November (which
was Remembrance Day in case anyone
has forgotten).

Freda smiled. “The Shop will be
busy right up to Christmas Eve”, she
proffered, “and let’s not forget, The
Lee has to get its Christmas Market in
before Ballinger and Great Missenden,
and Wendover and...”

I interrupted to point out that, as
well as Remembrance, we also still
had Thanksgiving, St Andrews’ Day,
Hanukkah and my birthday to
celebrate before Christmas. “Would
you like some mince pies for your
birthday?” Freda asked, “or would you
prefer stollen cake?”

I think Freda is one of those
residents who is still hanging on to




their shares in the Community Shop,
so we moved the conversation on...

The consensus amongst those
quaffing was that The Lee Forum is
really valuable to local residents,
providing all sorts of useful
information and services. Freda, on
her third daiquiri at this stage,
commented that her real frustration is
that forum users continue to ignore the
simple request, when seeking an item
that is wanted or lost, or trying to re-
home something for sale or found, to
add their contact details to their post,
so the rest of us don’t have our inbox
stuffed with all the replies. “Has it been
sold?” “Are you in on Thursday?”
“Can you leave it behind the bins?” “Is
it a Bully XL?” “Do you think it will
fit a small child?”

Hundreds of people really don’t
need to see these conversations! Grrr!

Close on the heels of this complaint
— those daiquiris really loosen the tongue
— were those residents who struggle to
use the forum, so reapply.. and
reapply... and reapply again. “Why can’t
they just tell us what the problem is?”
wailed Freda “rather than reapplying”,
adding “although we do our best each
time to guess what information and
advice they might need”.

And finally...

You just know that when someone
starts a conversation with “Is it me?”” it
means another moan is heading your
way... and so it proved. Inevitably it
arose from something else that isn’t as
it used to be. We aired the issue of
getting into packaging.

How impossible it is to push a pill
out of its strip or how difficult it is to
pull the top film off a packet of cold
meat. Undoubtedly designed to make
things safer and childproof but with no
regard to the effects of ageing,
weakened grips or eyesight.

Roll on 2024... meanwhile, mine’s
a pint.

Cromar
Carpets Ltd

CARPETS, VINYL AND
Woobp FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125

SOPHIE UNDERWOOD
THERAPIES

REFLEXOLOGY
SWEDISH MASSAGE
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
FACIALS
sophiepw@gmail.com

07970 022190
sophieunderwoodtherapies.co.uk
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From the g™
vicarage - oy

By Revd Chris Haywood ‘i 1
emembrance Sunday is a very
Rsigniﬁcant day for The Lee and
I was pleased how the
community came together for the
Remembrance Service at Church and

the Act of Remembrance around the
war memorial on The Lee Green.

I was especially concerned to
involve the Stewart-Liberty family in
the proceedings, given the changing
times, and was delighted Oliver read
for us at the War Memorial. The
involvement of the Scouts and the
school was also in keeping with the
community occasion.

I know we were all saddened to
hear of the death of Bill Pearce, a
faithful servant of the church,
especially in his capacity as Verger, a
position he served in for many years
and member of the community at The
Lee. A number of us representing The
Lee attended his funeral on Friday 10"
November at St Mary’s Church, South
Wootton in Norfolk.

Whilst Bill’s latter years were
lived out in Norfolk, The Lee was the
church and community that Bill and
June very much made their home.
Accordingly, the family, very much
recognising Bill’s association with this

place, have requested that we mark his
passing with a thanksgiving ceremony
in his honour incorporated into the
11:00 am service here on Sunday 10®
December, followed by a private
interment of ashes afterwards. The
family are very much working with us
to ensure this community can mark his
passing. All are welcome to join us to
give thanks for Bill’s life and to share
warm memories of Bill over
refreshments afterwards.

Bill Pearce 1929 - 2023

I also know the community here at
The Lee will have been shocked by
the news of Bill Baxter’s sudden and
untimely passing. The funeral will
have taken place at The Lee by the
time this article goes to print, but I
know this community will have
marked this occasion in a suitable way
and will have been a tremendous
support to Fiona and the family. A
memorial service will be organised at
a suitable venue at a later date. We are
unable to set a date currently, but
details will be shared as soon as we
are able to.

Both families are in our prayers at
this time.




Services for Advent

Of course our thoughts now turn
to Advent and Christmas. As we go
into November the designations for
the Sundays change from being a
Sunday after... (Trinity) to Sundays
before... (Advent). There is a sense
of anticipation and looking forward.
Certainly we’re looking forward
to Christmas.

Accordingly we look forward to
welcoming large gatherings to the
Christmas services the Church is
hosting and making available to this
community. Most notably the Advent
Family Service on Sunday 3™
December at 11:00 am in the New
Church will be a vibrant occasion, if
the family services to date are
anything to go by. We will be doing
Christingles and reflecting on their
meaning at the service. Do join us.

The Lee’s traditional carol service
is on Sunday 17™ December at 7:00
pm — a traditional service of Christmas
readings and carols. It’s a community
occasion so if you’d like to be
involved, especially doing one of the
readings, please do let me know.

On Christmas Eve at 3:00 pm the
New Church will host the Crib Blessing
service, for all the family. Midnight
Mass will be at St Leonards Church at
11:30 pm. If you wish to celebrate the
first communion of Christmas do join
us for this traditional service. On
Christmas morning we will gather for a
Christmas Day Communion Service at
9:00 am, which worked well last year
allowing those who wish to worship on
Christmas morning to head off and be
with family afterwards or get back to
cook lunch.

The Sunday after Christmas is of
courses New Year’s Eve and is,
unusually a fifth Sunday in December.

Accordingly, I scheduled a United
Benefice Communion Service in the Old
Church at 10:00 am service that Sunday.

Services settle down in January
2024, back into our regular pattern.
Epiphany is on Sunday 7" January and
will be marked at our Family Service
at 11:00 am that morning.

Confirmation Service

Of course we are looking forward
to The Lee hosting a Confirmation
Service here on Sunday 28™ January.
Bishop Alan will preside over the
confirmation of five candidates from
across the four parishes I cover. It’s an
important church and community
occasion, so do put the date in your
diary to gather for the service. If
anyone else is interested in being
confirmed or investigating the
Christian faith, do let me know.

There’s been much comment on
The Lee graveyard in recent editions
and there is much to say in response...
which I’ll leave for the first edition of
2024 as it’s not a festive topic!

We’re so looking forward to
welcoming you and gathering you in
anticipation of the Good News of
Jesus Christ, which has come to us at
Christmas, is still coming to us at
Christmas and will come again,
which roughly translated means
Happy Christmas.

God Bless.

MARTIN THE MILKMAN LTD

Your local independent dairyman Est 1989
Doorstep delivery of milk and produce

To place an order call:

01442 833944

Phones manned between
4pm-6pm Mon-Fri

(
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St Mary’s,
Ballinger

1873-2023

By Anne Ellis
ow that the nights are drawing
in and the hours of daylight
shorten, it is inevitably a race
against time to ensure that the gardens
and outside fabric of St Mary’s are
ready to face all that winter storms
may bring.

Despite the uncertainties and
misgivings on the world stage, St M
has flourished this year; remaining
constantly at the heart of the village,
providing a source of comfort and joy
to many.

Harvest was memorably celebrated
in October with our final 150®
anniversary events: a special supper,

Contractaglaze .coux

Swan Bottom based glazing
company specialising in
Replacement UPVC Double
Glazed Units
Repairs to UPVC Windows & Doors
(hinges, handles, draught seals,
jammed sashes)
Splashbacks/Mirrors
Glazing Repairs

24/7 Emergency ‘Board-Up’
Call Out Service
Tel: Macauley Hearn 01494 919015
Mob: 07889 786895
E: macauley@contractaglaze.co.uk

followed by a service the next
morning. Entertainment for the former
was kindly provided by Gerard and
Nelson, to great acclaim.

As Friday coffee mornings have
proved so popular they are being
extended throughout the autumn and
winter months.

Projects

We now have permission to
completely repair the porch roof, it has
lasted well but is no longer watertight
and work will start in the New Year.
Sweet Charity have given us a grant
which will go some way to covering
the costs of this.

Redecorating the interior is also on
the list and again, Becky and her team
will soon be sorting out the chipped
paintwork and peeling walls. Our
August  Quinquennial  Inspection
highlighted several areas which
needed tackling and so we have
upgraded the fire exit signs and added
extra lights, both inside the vestry and
above the noticeboard in the lane.
Additionally, all electrical equipment
has been PAT tested and the building
checked for asbestos (there was none).

It has been a remarkable anniversary
year which has flown by and once again
Maggi and [ are indebted to the
community for all their hard work
in helping us to maintain this much

loved building.
Throughout 2023 Adele has
skilfully created some beautiful

seasonal tubs and hanging baskets,
whilst John Dilworth regularly cuts the
grass and Ed Whymark (our Treasurer)
and Tom Brockett busily tamed the
hedges. John Conway and Becky
Bazzard (from the cottages) have also
provided help whenever needed.
Special thanks also go to our
musicians who have added that extra
sparkle to our singing; Bernice Fuggle,




Gerard Hallows, Ken Harratt, Wendy
Harris and Becky’s son Nelson, who is
a talented pianist.

Finally of course to Malcolm
Chalmers, Alan Mustoe and Tricia Neale
who between them have delivered some
thought provoking sermons.

I would particularly like to thank
everyone who took on extra tasks to
smooth the path for Maggi during my
illness. Looking ahead, we’d like to
wish you and those whom you love, a
Christmas and New Year filled with
hope, peace, happiness, good health
and friendship.

Shop at The
Lee Christmas

By Symeon Economou
don’t know if Colin Sully’s piece
Iabout volunteering in the last issue
had an influence, but my recent
call for volunteers for occasional shifts
in the shop had an amazing response.
In all, eight new volunteers of all ages,
including three men! This only goes to
confirm what I knew already — if
you’re reading this you are part of a
unique community of lovely people.
Shop at The Lee held its annual
Christmas Food and Gift Fair in the
Parish Hall in early November. The
array of produce on display was
astounding considering it was almost
all procured by just Katie and Lynne.
Every year Katie and her team get
better and better and the success we
had was well deserved. If you didn’t
manage to make it to the hall all is not
lost. There is still lots of nice stuff left
in the shop. Indeed, as Christmas
approaches we continue to travel far
and wide to ensure we have
something to delight you next time
you pay us a visit.

Counting the days...

Speaking of Christmas, our online
ordering system is now live at https://
www.thelee.org.uk/shop/ where you
can order everything for Christmas
including poultry, meats and all other
butchery, a wide range of bread, fruit
and vegetables, dairy and lots more.
(But please note the deadlines on
some items!) Leave the rest to us and
pick it all up Christmas Eve and join
us for a festive drink and mince pie.

This year has been incredible.
Customers have continued to come,
volunteers have given their all and
even the committee have behaved
themselves — all of which enables us
to keep solvent and to continue to
punch above our weight.

So, to all the above, have a safe
and healthy Christmas and a very
happy New Year.

Sl_l_qp at The Lee

RS

For all your daily needs

A community shop, financed and
run by the village; the shop lies at
the heart of the parish.

Current opening hours:
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m. until 5.00 p.m.
Saturdays: 8.00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
Sundays: 7.30 a.m. until 12:00 noon.

Tel: 01494 837195
shop@thelee.org.uk
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Art 4 Lee

Suzy Hutchins — Jeweller
By Charlotte Reynolds

y second interview in the
series  highlighting  local
creatives took me to

Ballinger to meet jewellery designer
Suzy Hutchins.

It was a thrill to be introduced to
the seductive art of creating beautiful,
bespoke, timeless items of jewellery.
We met at Suzy’s home, from where
she works to commission on pieces,
from initial consultation, drawing up
the design, choosing stones, to the
final presentation.

Curious to learn how she had
arrived at her present career proved a
diverting story, but demonstrated that
life experience often gives greater
insight and knowledge than perhaps
the more obvious university/art degree
route. Having started her working life
as a primary school teacher, Suzy
changed direction, moving to London,
finding a job as PA to a group of four
ex-Garrard’s employees who had left
to set up a new business, ‘The London
Goldsmiths Company’. Thrown in at
the deep end, having to deal with
clients, commissions, sourcing of
gemstones and all aspects of the high
end jewellery business proved
irresistible, appealing to Suzy’s innate
creative side.

This led to undertaking a six month
course at the Gemological Institute of
America, learning to understand,
value, source and grade diamonds and
other high value gemstones.

A move to Tiffany’s followed,
where she worked for several years as
the Fine Jewellery Manager, assisting
clients both corporate and private.
This experience led to a job with high
end London jeweller, Cassandra Goad
where Suzy was involved in the design

Suzy Hutchins.

and making process, stone sourcing
and where she was able to meet and
delve deeper into the intricacies of fine
jewellery making and marketing.

Moving out... and on

With marriage and motherhood
proving a catalyst to move out of
London, Suzy decided to establish her
own bespoke business to better fit
around the demands of family life.
This year sees her celebrate 30 years in
what has proved to be (pun intended) a
truly sparkling career. For not only has
Suzy been busy creating magic from
lumps of carbon she has also
maintained an academic interest and
parallel career, providing education
programmes in Children’s Mental
Health to local schools, and other
child oriented businesses, such as
Legoland which have now been rolled
out globally.

This interest in good mental health,
which was founded through personal
experiences, has proved a huge asset
in her business where empathy and the
ability to listen are valuable skills




when meeting new clients who are
most often commissioning a piece of
Jewellery for a deeply significant life
event, be it an engagement ring, 21%
birthday present, anniversary, or other
momentous celebration.

After the initial meeting with a
new client or undertaking a new
project for an existing one, Suzy will
discuss the concept, shape, style, and
purpose of the piece to be
commissioned. A CAD drawing will
be made to show what the finished
article will look like. In some cases,
she will create a wax maquette
including the stones to give a three
dimensional example, before the piece
is then brought to life in the London
based, skilled workshop that she uses
to make her jewellery. The process

from commission to presentation can
take as little as three weeks. Suzy
often suggests multi use pieces that
can be added to over time, such as
swapping different stone centres in
and out of earrings or adding drops for
a dressier look, clever twists on a
simple, elegant, and classic design.

The Earth’s treasures

Choosing a favourite stone from
the glittering treasures that the Earth
gives up is akin to admitting to a
preferred child, but Suzy confesses to a
preference of working with diamonds,
with pearls a close second. However
much of her work also encompasses
the sensitive re-working of precious
family pieces. Inherited jewellery,

freighted with emotions requires
delicate discussion, which is where
Suzy’s training in counselling and
empathy pays dividends and means she
has many long term repeat clients.

Before we end our chat, I ask
about the ethics of her stone suppliers
and am reassured that everything that
she sources is non-conflict and that
there are strict guidelines in place to
ensure the transparency of the
provenance of all stones bought. We
touch on the benefits, or not, of lab
grown diamonds but the debate around
their carbon footprint versus mined
stones is a whole other discussion.
And finally, interestingly, I learn, that
second-hand stones are described
under the margin scheme and do not
carry VAT, unlike new ones.

Creativity and compassion, have,
for Suzy, undoubtedly proved to be a
truly fulfilling, and multi-faceted,
career choice.

SINOYQH Y

IT SOLUTIONS

IT Support

Internet, Broadband & Wif
Landlines, Cloud Calling & VoIP
Hardware

Cabling & Connectivity

Cloud & Hosting

Security & Surveillance
Cybersecurity

Home IT Support

Business IT Support

S

01844 345 999 |

smorrah co.uk
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December past

By Phil Harrison

uilding on my recent articles
B about events in years gone by,

I thought a view of milestone
December events from the last century
would be interesting. The world does
not take a holiday over Christmas;
many momentous events have
happened in December.

1901 12" December: First transatlantic
radio transmission by Marconi.

1902 10" December: First Aswan Dam
on the River Nile is completed.

1903 17" December: The Wright
brothers make the first ‘heavier
than air’ flight.

1906 14" December: Ul, Germany’s
first submarine enters service.

1909 28" December: Messina, Sicily
is wrecked by an earthquake.

1913 14" December: Greece annexes
Crete.

1914 17" December: British
Protectorate is proclaimed in Egypt.

1915 19" December: Allied troops
pull out of Gallipoli.

1921 6" December: Britain signes a
peace treaty with Ireland.

1923 7™ December: Eight women
become MPs.

1929 7" December: Turkey grants
votes to women.

1933 5™ December: Prohibition in
the US is repealed.

1936 10" December: King Edward
VIII abdicates.

1937 29" December: Irish Free State
becomes Eire.

1941 11"™ December: US declares
war on Germany and Italy.

1949 30" December: France transfers
sovereignty to Vietnam.

1957 25" December: First Christmas
TV broadcast by the Queen.

1964 21* December: Commons vote
to end capital punishment.

1971 3" December: Pakistan and
India go to war over Bangladesh.
1973 6™ December: Gerald Ford sworn
in as US President after Richard

Nixon resigns over Watergate.

1978 15" December: US and China
agree to establish diplomatic
relations.

1979 27" December: Soviet troops
invade Afghanistan.

1983 17" December: IRA bomb in
Harrods kills five people.

1988 22™ December: PanAm flight
explodes over Lockerbie killing 270.

1990 1% December: Channel Tunnel
breaks through.

The first 10
years

By Ruth Fowler and Katie
Michaelson-Yeates

ack in 2013, Shop at The Lee

acquired a new manager when

Symeon took on the role;
unbeknownst to us, this was his
temporary wind down to retirement
and he had no intention of staying
more than a year... two at most.

Fortunately for us all, he quickly
realised the error of his ways and is
now — much to his horror when he
found out — half way through what the
shop’s management committee consider
to be a 20 year contract!

Symeon has taken the shop from
strength to strength, not only widening
the range of merchandise but also
introducing Greek mornings, the
occasional Spanish morning, Christmas
orders with drinks on collection, a
popup restaurant and much more.

In honour of this anniversary, on
behalf of all the volunteers, Katie
Michaelson-Yeates presented Symeon
with a caricature of himself outside the




shop, Cypriot flag and a bottle of his
favourite tipple in hand.

Although he has a notional number
of hours to work each week, many
people are aware that, supported by Sue,
Symeon in fact does very many more
hours — probably more voluntary hours
than most other volunteers — which
doesn’t stop when he is on holiday.

Not only have many of us received
emails and instructions from all over
the world, but the shop stocked fudge
when he found some on the south
coast, many garlic products when he
discovered the Garlic Farm on the Isle
of Wight and we are only thankful that
he didn’t start stocking camels after
one of his trips to the Middle East.

Bridge Drive
after Christmas

By Judy Hart
ridge drive coming soon. 31*
B January 2024. A good way to
spend a cold January afternoon.
Don’t forget to book your tables. £50

per table. Contact Judy Hart on 01494
837328 or judy.elgood@gmail.com

KINGSHILL

CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHILTERNS

K

LONDON

AIRPORTS

01494 868699

Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk

] Brown Funeral Services
Independent Family Funeral Director
Jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk

Serving Wendover, Aylesbury, Amersham,
The Chalfonts and all surrounding areas.

Jason Brown has over 25
years experience and is here | 3}
to assist you with making

funeral arrangements. "

® Winner of the Bucks Business Award for
excellence in customer service 2021

® Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide

Wendover Amersham
23 High Street 67 Woodside Road
HP22 6DU HP6 6AA
01296 312222 01494 727474
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HS2 hindsight?
Certainly not

[We recently came across this article,
published 13 years ago (in 2010) in
The Lee Newsletter. It could not have
been more prophetic!]

By Kathryn Gurney
am concerned that the Tory Party

IConference is in Birmingham this
year and may provide a perfect

backdrop for some ‘good news’ on

High Speed 2.

There is a bit of lobbying going on
(Transport Select Committee, etc.) to
try and unpick the myths that are
driving the proposals forward:

o that HS2 is ‘green’ (it is not —
carbon emissions will rise under
HS2 proposals),

e that it will promote regional
regeneration (it won’t — at least not
until it is significantly further
north than the current proposals
have outlined),

o that it is the only way to provide
extra capacity (I am reliably told
this is not so) and

e that the demand is there (HSI
trains cut in half, HS2 projections
have demand rising by +280 per
cent over the coming years — which
modellers tell us is very, very high
(and unlikely).

Clearly the window of opportunity
for making these macro arguments
is a narrow one — and under this
administration, decisions seem to be
very much top down.

[13 years on, the PM, on his way to
the Tory Party Conference in
Manchester, appears to have finally
read Kathryn's article. Ed.]

Final updates
on HS2: 2023

By Clir Colin Sully

nother ‘sink hole’ has opened
Aup near Hyde Lane (this time a

bit smaller), apparently near a
bridleway / footpath. The tunnel
boring machines are fast approaching
the Chesham Road access shaft and
are expected at the north portal in the
first quarter of 2024.

At the other end of the parish, a
useful article based on a journalist’s
visit to the Wendover Dean and Small
Dean viaducts can be found here:
https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/articles/a-
duo-of-deans-hs2s-two-railway-
viaducts-near-wendover-67368/

All local HS2 sites will shut-down
(except for security) from 23"
December to 1% January (inclusive).

As we move towards 2024, the
intermittent local highway closures
will continue. At the time of writing,
they are:

e A413 (London Road): Overnight full
closures 11" to 16™ and 18" to 21%
December, and 15" to 20™ January,
8:30 pm (or later) to 5:30 am.

o Frith Hill (South Heath Leg): short-
term full closures (approx. 11:00
am to 1:00 pm) on 6™ December,
and 4™ and 10™ January, then daily
from 15" through February, when
the Tunnel Boring Machines are
due to arrive at South Heath.

For the latest updates on works in
the local area visit www.hs2.org.uk/in-

your-area/map/
Looking forward to 2024?

Probably like me you now just
want the whole project to be over and
everything to be put back as it was. So
I asked the AI engine ChatGPT to help
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me compose an optimistic poem about
HS2 for Christmas. This is the best we
could come up with.

Ode to HS2
Oh HS2, the railway line,
That’s causing quite a stir.
Some say you’re great, some say
you’re not,
One thing’s for sure, you’re not what
you were.

From Birmingham to (nearly) London
You will eventually speed your way.
With stations new at either end,

To take commuters to work each day?

Many say you’re far too dear,

And that the money could be spent
On other things that matter more,
Like schools and hospitals, f’rinstance.

So, what’s the truth, oh HS2?

Are you worth all the fuss?

Only time will tell if you’re a boon,
Or just another late train for us...
Not much better than taking the bus...
Just an expensive superfluous...
Something we no longer want to discuss.
But most of all... a goddam cuss!

[Sorry, ChatGPT clearly ran out of
optimism. See you all next year!]

The Lee Old
Church Trust
quiz night

By Jon Swain
n 21" October a capacity
crowd enjoyed the stern
challenge of a series of eclectic
questions set by the returning quiz
masters: Glenys and Tony Rigby.

A great mixture of local, global,
topical and obscure knowledge was
required; in the end everybody won,
and thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

With the help of a raffle of
generously donated prizes, we raised a
good sum to help the increased costs of
maintaining the local jewel that is The
Lee Old Church. Thanks to everyone
involved, and to the Parish Hall for
allowing us to hold the quiz there.

&2

Timber Creations Limited
Jgt&[mkojom'w

Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery
with a personal touch

Finest quality staircases, doors,
windows, one-off mouldings, built-in
units, authentic period property
repairs and more

All individually designed, built and
installed to your unique specifications
by skilled craftsmen using traditional

carpentry techniques

For wood with wow call
Alasdair Cunningham on
01494 890145 or email:
Office@timbercreationsltd.com
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A year 1n the life

By Oliver Quarrel

uch like the proverbial “a week
in politics is a long time”, a
year in the life of a pub

(landlord) has been an exhausting,
exhilarating whirlwind of a rollercoaster!

As this edition of the Newsletter
comes out, we are about to celebrate
our first year of trading, with Father
Christmas stopping by on the 14™ for
mulled wine and mince pies — in
addition to the excellent voices of The
Occasional Singers we will have a
blues band performing to bring some
extra pzazz to the evening.

A fan of live music, I have been
fortunate enough to indulge myself
with some fantastic performances from
internationally acclaimed musicians as
well as more local talent (Lily Phelps
and Ollie Gurney). Whilst the genres

FOR ALL YOUR PEST

CONTROL NEEDS...

VERMINATOR UH

Wasps
Rats & Mice
Squirrels

All  flying and
crawling insects

e Solar panel
proofing against
pigeons also
undertaken
THEY WON’T BE BACK
Call Tim Simmons (7734 649305
THE VERMINATOR 0808 1972130

verminatoruk.com | info@verminatoruk.com

to date have reflected my personal
preference for jazz and blues, I am
hoping to expand my horizon in 2024
and bring more diverse sounds to play
(a touch of Bollywood or Country and
Western, maybe?).

Our monthly quiz (first Wednesday
of each month) has become a firm
favourite raising hundreds of pounds
for charity with the help of our tag-
team quiz masters of Hartley Senior
(Geoff) and Hartley Junior (Luke).

We’ve also been able to help raise
funds for the Rennie Grove Peace
Hospice by hosting Ana Brown’s most
excellent Halloween Fancy Dress Party
(hold the date for next year now!) and
for the Florence Nightingale Hospice
thanks to Ken Mitchell-Gears’ Venison
Stew night.

A venue to meet

The opening of Café au Lee saw
the return of a little slice of Italy to the
village in the form of Alfredo,
providing both coffee and lasagne from
his  Amersham deli, alongside
scrumptious cakes from Gill’s Cooking
of Wiggington.

In many ways, this space has been
my personal favourite providing a
venue for locals to meet, as well as a
space for private meetings and
parties, with the walls adorned with
pictures, photographs and flowers
from local artists.

On the food front, our offering has
been limited but is gently expanding to




help quell some rumbling tummies.
Although not fully signed and sealed,
the plan is that our kitchen will be fully
operational in April of next year; in the
interim I am hoping to offer occasional
taster evenings over the coming
months to showcase our new chef.

I was pleased to be able to install a
defibrillator at the front of the building
to add to the ones available outside the
village shop and Ballinger Village
Hall and following much clamour, I
gave in to the inevitable calls for Wi-
Fi and installed a fibre connection —
whilst this has proved popular with
those working from home who can
now escape for a crafty coffee whilst
remaining online, I do hope that it will
not lead to less conversation. Oh and
yes, 1 do turn the Wi-Fi off during
Quiz Night!

From the Church Féte to the
Coronation, from the joy of coming
home one evening to the magical sight
of a beautiful bride in my bar,
Annabel, tinged a few months later
with the sudden, very sad passing of
her father, Bill, the pub provides a
backdrop for everything this special
village offers: from tractors in the car
park to horses in the garden; children
jumping off straw bales; wet dogs,
muddy boots; salsa dancing in the
lounge bar. Smiles, laughter, tears,
help and friendships. These are my
memories of the last year.

A new year beckons

What does the year ahead hold?
Hopefully more of the same! Ideas
always welcome — whether you want
to host a charity event, hold a meeting,
book for a birthday or anniversary,
showcase a talent — please get in touch.

To my immediate neighbours,
thank you for your forbearance during
the building works. Whilst I appreciate
that the pub’s rebirth may have come
as a shock compared to the ‘sleepy

hollow’ of recent years, I hope that we
can continue to grow and develop the
pub for the benefit of all — I will be
looking to improve parking and
acoustics during 2024 to try and
alleviate some of the issues
experienced this year.

An interview with Tom Kerridge
was published in the November issue
of Country Living, in which he bangs
the drum for the British pub. Whilst I
may have helped restore the bricks and
mortar of the Cock and Rabbit, it is the
people of The Lee and beyond who
create the buzz and breathe life into
this essential element of our society.

As our own Joe King commented
in this publication recently, we are
lucky to have two local pubs to
provide places to meet and socialise —
but we can’t do this without your
support, both emotional and financial.
Yes, you can buy alcohol cheaper

The Cock & Rabbit

Now serving:

* Beers, wines, spirits and soft drinks

* Cheese board and ploughmans
(weekends only)

Wed/Thurs - 16:00 - 21:00
Friday - 16:00 - 23:00
Saturday - 12:00 - 23:00
Sunday - 11:00 - 20:00

Telephone: 01494 837540
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from the supermarket, but we seek to
offer you so much more!

So lastly, I have to say thank you.
Thank you to my family and to my

friends for all your unwavering
support; thank you to my fabulous
staff; thank you to my very first
customer (the vicar) last December;
thank you to Symeon and some of my
fellow publicans for their advice.
Thank you to returning customers and
new customers alike — please keep
coming to visit us!

The Lee Parish
Christmas quiz

arol Addison came across a quiz
C loose in her late father’s 1997
diary and thought it might prove
interesting for newsletter readers. Here
are the questions that are still relevant
in 2023; some of them are cryptic.
Bonus marks awarded if you also
know what the answer would have been
for questions 2, 4, 5, 10 and 11 in 1997.
Prize: a free copy of the Newsletter

delivered to your door in 2024.

1. How deep is the well?

2. How many kissing gates lead into
the park?

3. Who is remembered with Emily at
Field End?

4. What is our postman’s name?

5. How many pubs are currently open
in the parish?

6. A national trail borders the parish.
Where are its ends?

7. Where was 01494 837218?

8. Where would you find a Flintstone
opposite an Orchard?

9. Where is the slipe?

10.Who is the chairman of The Lee
parish council?

11. What time is the last Sunday post
from Shop at The Lee?

12. What does ‘The Lee’ mean?

13. Where is the rest of Admiral
Howe’s ship?

14. Which Rabbs resident took his cat
to London in 19967

15. How many are remembered on the
War Memorial?

16. What lane forms the NE boundary
of the parish?

17. Where did the parish meet before
the village hall was built?

18. The supersonic plane could not
land in this wood.

19. Where did the Admiral stand
before the Pipers called him in?

20. What does the Chiltern Link
footpath actually link?

21. Where did the Cock and Rabbit
originally stand?

22. What has become of the owl’s hoot?

23. In which house was our Dad’s
Army based?

24. Who fled the House of Commons
in 1642 to be found in our church?

25. The Lee’s large stones are no dessert.
Happy sleuthing... answers in the

New Year




A full house: ready to rock and rove...

By Tony Lea

he Roving Supper, held at the
Parish Hall on the 18"

November, was once again very
well supported.

The main requirement for the event
is to find twelve residents to host a
dinner, and this year we would like to
thank our hosts: Ros Morris, Tracey
Knowles, Nicola  Pitt, Louise
Wadsworth, Pam Garner, Claire
Robertson, Trish Usborne, Rachel
Harris, Neeta Norton, Pippa Bannister,
Sarah Hurd and Salima Hughes who
all kindly offered their homes!

In addition we would like to thank
those who provided desserts and raffle
prizes. 102 people from our villages
went ‘roving’ for their suppers and a
number of new residents attended for
the first time.

This annual event has always been
a favourite with villagers and with
Covid restrictions behind us we were
back up to our usual numbers — and
with a waiting list!

please put it in your diaries for 16®
November next year.

If you have never been before

Y

... where shall we wander?

The Lee

www.thelee.org.uk

A cornucopia of local history and
information, brought to you by
The Lee Parish Council
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Chiltern
seasonal news

By Clir Patricia Birchley
Chairman Buckinghamshire Council
r I Yhe weeks before Christmas pass
very quickly but I would
suggest that the Chiltern beech
woods look their best in their late
autumn colours before the leaf fall.
Every morning I enjoy our wonderful
environment but the woods change
quickly and the festive season is soon
upon us.

Highways and byeways

Over the past few weeks I have
been out with the Local Area
Technician, Wayne Fabian, looking at
local road issues including potholes,
drainage and maintenance work. I
have attended meetings with HS2
arranged by the Parish Council and

Abbeyfield |

Great Missenden
Supported Living

A warm, friendly, house for the
elderly, in the picturesque centre of
the village.

Come and take a look to see for
yourself and have a chat with
Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager)
Tel: 01494 865026
or email for a brochure
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website
www.abbeyfield.com

would thank them for their huge
commitment in protecting residents
from road closures, damage, flooding
and heavy vehicle movements on
local roads. The route of the A413
south of Wendover will be adjusted
several times to accommodate the
building of the flyovers and journey
times can be unpredictable.

I had an interesting day on the
River Chess in late September
organised by Restore Hope, to
understand the Chess Smarter Water
Catchment Pilot. Through this initiative
Thames Water has invested £13 million
into reducing phosphate load at the
Chesham Sewage Treatment works.
Our day involved fishing in waders to
explore the clarity of the water, and the
plan is to keep the Chess, one of nine
chalk streams in the Chilterns AONB,
as a unique and diverse habitat. I also
saw local residents on Coombe Hill
celebrating The Ridgeway’s 50"
anniversary. A replica Bronze Age
sword found at Ivinghoe Beacon,
conservation work with local farmers
and the first off-road bicycles invented
by Geoff Apps of Aylesbury, were part
of the day’s displays.

Crime and punishment

The local Police and Crime
Commissioner, Matthew Barber, has
reported that overall crime including
fraud is down 10% since 2022 and that
there are major reductions in violent
crime, neighbourhood crime and
domestic burglaries (down 57%) over
the last decade.

The force now has over 5,000
police  officers exceeding their
recruitment target, and they have
pledged to tackle shoplifting and retail
crime in Thames Valley.

Business matters

The Buckinghamshire Business
Festival in late November until 8"




December hosts the Growth and
Innovation Summit for local companies,
and offers advice on support grants,
better recruitment, decision making,
promotion and much more.

They are offering exhibition stands
at the Bucks Skills Show 2024 and
membership of Bucks Business First
(BBF), which is enthusiastically
supported by Buckinghamshire Council.

Bridge shift?

How often does 16+ pts and a six-
card suit allow you to jump-shift bid to
24 over 19? At our table the bidding

continued as follows to 6% which made.

W N E S
1v pass
24 pass KL J pass
ANT  pass S5¢ pass
69 pass pass  pass

HOME REARED MEATS,
LOCAL PRODUCE
& HOME COOKED FOOD

~ BESPOKE GIFT HAMPERS il

Buckmoorend <

farm shop butchery kitchen

Order your turkey
& home reared
Christmas Meats

while stocks last!

Chequers Estate | HP17 0UT
Tuesday - Sunday 10am-4pm
www.buckmoorendfarm.co.uk

Deah Diay

The fastest way to let everyone in the
parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by
the 12" of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

December

Friday 1. Newsletter Annual
Dinner. 7:30 pm at the Parish Hall.
Saturday 2". Lighting up The Lee.
See page 4.

Sunday 3™. Lighting up Ballinger.
5:00 pm.

Monday 4". The Lee Parish Council
Meeting, 7:30 pm at the Parish Hall.
Thursday 7". The Lee village walk.
9:30 am on The Lee Green.

Friday 8" Coffee morning at St
Mary’s, Ballinger. 10:30 am.

Sunday 10", Fayrfax Consort. 7:30 pm at
The Lee Old Church. See page 1.
Tuesday 12". Ballinger WI. 8:00 pm
at Ballinger Memorial Hall.

Thursday 14". Festive Afternoon
Tea in aid of Scannapeal. 2:00 pm at
Ballinger Memorial Hall. Information
at scannappeal.org.uk or call 734161.
Thursday 14". Santa to The Lee.
6:00 pm followed by carols on The
Lee Green. See page 4.

Sunday ~ 24".  Christmas
collection from Shop at The Lee.

order

Church Services

St John the Baptist, The Lee
Sunday 3. Holy Communion (BCP)
at the Old Church. 8:00 am.

Sunday 3. Family Christingle
Service at the New Church. 11:00 am.
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Sunday 10". Parish Communion
(CW) at the New Church. 11:00 am.
Sunday 17". Holy ~Communion
(BCP) at the Old Church. 8:00 am.
Sunday 17™. Carol Service at the New
Church. 7:00 pm.

Sunday 24" Parish Communion
(CW) at the New Church. 11:00 am.
Sunday 24" Crib Blessing Service at
the New Church. 3:00 pm.

Monday 25", Christmas  Day
Communion (CW) at the New
Church. 9:00 am.

Sunday ~ 31*. United  Benefice
Communion Service at the Old
Church. 10.00 am.

St Mary’s, Ballinger

Sunday ~ 3. Advent  Hymns,
Communion and seasonal

refreshments. 9:30 am.

Sunday 24™. Christingle. 3:00 pm.
Sunday ~ 24".  Christmas
Communion. 9:00 pm.

Eve

Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services

Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.

Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.

For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com

January 2024

Thursday 4". The Lee village walk.
9:30 am on The Lee Green.

Tuesday 9". Ballinger WI. 8:00 pm at
Ballinger Memorial Hall.

Tuesday 16" The Lee Parish
Council Meeting, 7:30 pm at the
Parish Hall.

Wednesday 31". Annual Bridge
Drive. 1:45 pm in The Lee Parish Hall.
See page 25.

Church Services

St John the Baptist, The Lee
Sunday 7". Holy Communion (BCP)
at the Old Church. 8:00 am.

Sunday 7". Family Service at the New
Church. 11:00 am.

Sunday 14". Parish Communion
(CW) at the New Church. 11:00 am.
Sunday 21°'. Holy Communion (BCP)
at the Old Church. 8:00 am.

Sunday ~ 28".  United  Benefice
Confirmation Service at the New
Church. 10:00 am.

St Mary’s, Ballinger

Sunday 7". New Year Eucharist,

Directory of
local contacts

Ballinger Babies and Toddlers Group
Sophie Underwood, 07970 022190

Ballinger Hall Horticultural Society
Chairperson: Katharine Hersee
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com
Membership Secretary:
jennywooding@btconnect.com

Ballinger War Memorial Hall
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379




Ballinger Evening WI
Contact: Jane Marsh, 837482
jane.marsh129@btinternet.com
Lee Common C of E School
School office, 837267
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
Lee Common Scouts
Group Scout Leader, Chris Nevill;
864881, gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk
Scouts, Enzo D’ Alessandro;
scouts@ 1 stleecommon.co.uk
Beavers, Karen Bruton;
beavers@ 1stleecommon.co.uk
Cubs, James Bruton;
cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk
Shop at The Lee
Symeon Economou, 837195
shop@thelee.org.uk
St John the Baptist Church, The Lee
Vicar: Revd Chris Haywood, 837566.
Churchwarden: Trevor Pearce, 837601.
Treasurer: David Stephenson, 867617.
St Mary’s Church, Ballinger
Associate  Wardens: Anne Ellis,
837247 and Maggi Cameron, 864790
or maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk
Tennis Court @ Parish Hall
Bookings: Pippa Hart 07785 323232
(ideally WhatsApp)
The Arts Society Ballinger
Contact: Susanne Baker, 864893
ballinger@theartssociety.org
The Lee Cricket Club
www.theleecc.org.uk:
Secretary: Mike Harris 07788 345555
The Lee Flower Show
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450
The Lee Newsletter
theleenewsletter@gmail.com
The Lee Old Church Trust
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501
The Lee Parish Council
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 07704 909324
clerk@thelee.org.uk
www.thelee.org.uk/pc
The Lee Parish Hall Committee
Bookings: Pippa Hart, 837340
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237

The Newsletter

he Lee Newsletter is published 10

times a year and distributed free to

all households in the parish... and
a little beyond. The views expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Editor.

We welcome letters and articles of
interest and relevance to The Lee.
Copy should be sent to the Editor of
the month (see page 1) by the 12" of
the month before publication.

Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically ~ withheld. ~ Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.

To advertise in the newsletter or
place an insert, please contact Hannah
Lane at hannahcmlane@gmail.com or
on 07747 114640, by the 12" of the
previous month.

If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten on 837450 or  email

battenjonathan@hotmail.com

For queries regarding distribution
contact Phil Harrison on 837469.

Other members of the Editorial
team: Paul Apicella, Ruth Fowler,
Mary Godfrey, Liz Macann, Jen
Ogley, Adam Speller and Colin Sully.

Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham.
01494 778053.

To book the Parish Hall

'phone Pippa Hart on 837340 or
07785 323232

Rates
Mon-Fri - £15 per hour
Sat/Sun - £17 per hour
Bank Holiday - £17 per hour

Car park only - £10
Crockery/Cutlery £15
(hire outside of hall)
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The ePartnership

-

=

E .L . L L .
I’s our business so we care.

The Wye Partnership gained their knowledge and developed their expertise within the most successful
estate agents in High Wycombe. On witnessing the take over of these long established companies by
nationwide chains we recognised the need for the retention of a local and independent service. Our recent
merger makes the enlarged Partnership the strongest Independent in South Bucks and The Chilterns!

All the partners have invested their own money into the Wye Residential Partnership and all truly believe
that our business will be built on delivering excellent service to our clients. This means you can be
confident that we will deliver on all aspects of Estate Agency in an honest, open and transparent way.

If you are looking to buy, sell or let in High Wycombe or the surrounding Chiltern villages then
contact an estate agency that is motivated by your success and talk to The Wye Partnership.

wyeres.co.uk
Hazlemere Great Missenden Lettings High Wycombe
01494 711 284 01494 868 000 01494 358 358
hazlemere@wyeres.co.uk missenden@wyecountry.co.uk lettings@wyeres.co.uk
High Wycombe Naphill Lettings Great Missenden
01494 451 300 01494 565 555 01494 864 225
wycombe@wyeres.co.uk naphill@wyecountry.co.uk lettings@wyecountry.co.uk
Prestwood Stokenchurch Associated
01494 868 000 01494 509 377 Park Lane Office

prestwood@wyecountry.co.uk stokenchurch@wyeres.co.uk 0203 368 8472




