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From the Editor 
By Phil Harrison 

W 
elcome to the first newsletter 
of 2024. In this edition we 
reflect on Christmas in the 

community, countryside superstitions, 
creativity in our midst, fitnessé  
and football. 
In December we featured an update 

on the Hilltops Ukrainian Support 
Community written by its founder, 
Sarah Graham. On behalf of the 
newsletter editorial committee I send 
congratulations to Sarah on the award 
of an MBE in the New Yearôs Honours 
(see also page 10). 
On a personal note, I want to thank 

everyone who made Christmas the 
delight that it was: all those of you 
who decorated your homes and hedges 
with lights; those who sang with gusto 
on The Green during Santaôs visit and 
at the Carol Service; the staff and 
patrons of The Cock and Rabbit who 
donated so generously; the tireless 
efforts of everyone involved in Shop 
at The Lee. 
We often carry articles in which 

the authors extol the joys  
and pleasures of living in this 
community. The Christmas season is 
just one time of year when it 
demonstrates its specialness. It does 
so again in the summer with various 
events but in reality there is 
something happening most, if not, 
every month. The newsletter gives 

you the information (see page 30), as 
does The Lee website. 
Any thoughts, objections about any 

of the articles this month or 
contributions for Marchôs edition to the 
editor (Liz Macann) by 12th February 
please at theleenewsletter@gmail.com  

 

Your Letters 
To the Editor 

Potholes past 
My late father, Derry Worsfold, of 
Park Cottage was on The Lee Parish 
Council for many, many years. 
Having read one of his diaries 
recently I came across this extract 
from 24th April 1980. 
ñI have been to the Malt House in 

Chesham tonight to attend a Road 
Safety Committee meeting. I had my 
say about the potholes in our roads 
around The Lee which need filling up. 
Mr Morris, who is in charge of that 
department, said he would do it within 
the next fortnight.ò 
I have no doubt this was done. 

Those were the days! 
Carol Addison 
Lee Common 

Once youôve read it, 
why not return this 
Newsletter to Shop at 
The Lee for someone 
else to enjoy? 

about:blank
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To the Editor 

Amazing-Lee 
Thank you so much. Our visit to The 
Lee before Christmas was a wonderful 
occasion and has given us a 
tremendous level of donations. These 
will be put to very good use in the 
local community. 
My elves and I have done a count 

up and it came to Ã350 from the 
buckets, added to the Ã246.12 from 
mulled wine and mince pie donations 
at The Cock and Rabbit to make it just 
about Ã600 in total.  
That is an amazing amount and 

clearly exceeded any expectations of 
collecting more than last year's Ã360. 
We thought that was very good, but we 
are blown away by the total this year. 
Please pass on our very grateful 

thanks for the tremendous effort put in 
by everyone, Oliver and his team at The 
Cock and Rabbit, the Occasional 
Singers (whom I was delighted to join) 
and most especially for the generosity of 
all the local people. That coupled with 
the fact that we thoroughly enjoyed it as 
well made it a marvellous evening. 
For those who plan ahead, as I 

have to, Thursday 12th December 2024 
is already in my diary. 
Santa 
North Pole 
 
To the Editor 

Treasurer wanted 
St Maryôs Church, Ballinger is looking 
for a new Treasurer. Ed Whymark has 
held the position for 22 years and is 
standing down in 2024. He is happy to 
shadow / mentor the next willing 
volunteer. Ideally someone local would 
be able to take over the role. 
Please contact Maggi or me if you 

are able to help. (Details in the 
Directory of Contacts, page 31)  
Anne Ellis 
Ballinger 

Graves and 
gates 
By the Editor 

I 
n Decemberôs edition of this 
newsletter, Revd Chris Haywood 
wrote ñThereôs been much comment 

on The Lee graveyard in recent editions 
and there is much to say in response... 
which Iôll leave for the first edition of 
2024 as itôs not a festive topic!ò 
The newsletter asked him for an 

update which he now feels unable to 
provide. He said that these were topics 
he was willing to discuss on an 
individual basis, and that people were 
welcome to attend the next Parochial 
Church Council (PCC) meeting, 
however he was not prepared to 
engage in these issues via the pages of 
the newsletter. The date and venue of 
the next PCC meeting has not yet been 
set.  (NB: this is a church meeting, not 
a meeting of The Lee Parish Council).  
Residents wishing to discuss these 

subjects can contact the vicar by email 
at rev.chrishaywood@btinternet.com 
or on 837566. 

 

The Lee FC 
By John Pope 

T 
he Lee Friday night football 
crew celebrated another year of 
footballing mayhem, magic and 

mishaps with a Christmas get together 
at The Cock and Rabbit in mid-
December. Oliver and his team were 
fantastic, as ever, providing wonderful 
food and drink. The evening also 
hosted the inaugural (Couldnôt Hit a) 
Ballon (Barn) dôOr Awards ceremony. 
We have been playing since March 

2022 ï over 70 games so far and to 
recognise playersô games tally we now 
have a range of Cock and Rabbit beanie 
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¸ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŘŀƛǊȅƳŀƴ 9ǎǘ мфуф 
5ƻƻǊǎǘŜǇ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴƛƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ 

 

          ¢ƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭΥ 

        лмппн уоофпп 
       tƘƻƴŜǎ ƳŀƴƴŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  
            пǇƳ-сǇƳ aƻƴ-CǊƛ 

hatsépink for 25+ games and red for 
50+ games played etc. Advertising 
revenues are being ploughed back into 
the procurement of Rebellion ale. 

laid down over the festive period? We 
managed to get 25 players and a double 
sized pitch that night and half of us made 
it back to the C&R for the all-important 
post-match analysis ï a number of us 
sporting the new beanie hats. 

We have a group of 30 now and 
despite those numbers we still 
occasionally struggle to get enough 
players out on Friday night 8:00 pm to 
9:00 pm at Chiltern Hills Academy. 
The age range is 13 to early 60s 
although itôs mainly made up of 40+. 
When we are short of regular players, 
we call on the village youth (thanks to 
the Norton, Harris, Badman, 
Robertson and Graham households for 
the supply of whippets) to supplement 
numbers. We need a minimum of 12 
to play. The pitch and floodlights at 
CHA are excellent. The standard is 
surprisingly goodé most of the time. 
The first game back in January was 

massively oversubscribed ï who knew 
that middle aged men may be needing to 
work off some winter fat that had been 

So, if you are interested in joining 
us or just want to see if it might be for 
you, get in touch with me on 
johnpope23@btopenworld.com or 
07956 334304. 

about:blank
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Postcard from 
history 
By Carol Addison 

T 
his month's postcard is of 
Blucher Street, Chesham. The 
street is named after the 

Prussian General Blucher who helped 
the Duke of Wellington defeat 
Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo. 
The card is postmarked Chesham, 
August 1912 and is addressed to Mrs 
J White of Brighton from M Mead. 
On the left is the shoe shop, W 

Sills, then the Broadway Baptist 
Church followed by the Star Inn 
which was demolished in 1938. As a 
tiny child I remember the small 
houses in the middle distance that 
were mostly taken down in the 1960s 
to make way for Star Yard car park 
and St Maryôs Way. I also recall a 
makeshift car park where the current 
library now stands. At that time, 
opposite the church were E. Climpson 
& Sons, off licence, which had a 
matador poster adorning the inside of 
the shop, with the previous small 
Chesham library on its right. 

Bridge too far? 
By Liz Ford et al 

T 
his was an exciting hand for 
West to have after partner opened 
1NT. Was a slam on the cards? 

 

          8 6 2 

         6 3 2 

          7 5 4 3 

         K 9 6 
 

 A K Q 10 9 4                J 7 5    

Q 9 8 5                     A J 4 

 A K 9                        Q J 2 

 -                              Q J 4 2 
 

          3 
          K 10 7   

          10 8 6 

          A 10 8 7 5 3 
 

      Dealer: North 
    Vulnerability: None    

 

The bidding started simply enoughé 
 

       W           N            E             S 
              pass       1NT       pass  
     

é but where next?  See page 27. 
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HS2: another 
new year! 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

Overbridge designs 

Y 
ou may recall that at the end 
of last year there were still 
two unresolved local HS2 

bridge design issues. Well, it turns 
out there were actually threeé but 
one, possibly two, of them have now 
been resolved. Confused? Read on! 

Bowood Lane 
The Planning Inspector has now 

issued a ruling on the Bowood Lane 
overbridge. In essence he has rejected 
the road safety and environmental 
arguments for ócarriageway reductionô 
and óadditional greeningô (proposed by 
Buckinghamshire Council and others). 
He has permitted HS2 Ltdôs proposal 
to be built: a 5.5 m width carriageway 
on the overbridge (i.e. two vehicle 
widths, albeit with single carriageway 
road markings), with a 1.5 metre wide 
verge on either side. 
This ruling doesnôt affect the 

overall size of the bridge being built at 
this location, but it will affect what 
goes on it!  
It may also now have implications 

for the design of the overbridge and 
itôs approaches at Leather Lane.  

Leather Lane 
You may recall that the 

responsibility for building the Leather 
Lane overbridge is now being passed 
from EKFB to ALIGN. Although 
there has already been a huge amount 
of discussion about this design, it 
seems that ALIGN now want to form 
their own view as to how the concerns 
of local residents and campaign groups 
can best be addressed and produce their 
own design. With this in mind, they 

Your local friendly 
Osteopathic Practice, 
set in the beautiful 
Chiltern Countryside. 
 

Everyone at the Chiltern Osteopathics 
Practice is committed to providing the 
highest standards of osteopathic care for 
the treatment of all back and joint problems. 
 

For over twenty years, our practice has 
continued to provide each patient with the 
most appropriate and effective treatment in 
order to reduce the risk of reoccurrence 
and aggravation. 
 

The aim of working with each patent is to 
obtain the maximum benefit out of the 
minimum number of treatment sessions. 
 

Please contact us for an initial consultation. 
Private parking is freely available. 
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held a meeting (in mid-January) with 
representatives from Buckinghamshire 
Council, Great Missenden and The 
Lee Parish Councils, the Chiltern 
Conservation Board, the Chiltern 
Society and the Leather Lane ecology 
groupé to share thoughts. We await 
the next set of proposals in this long-
running saga. 

Cottage Farm 
This overbridge is not a public 

highway, nor a footpath, but was 
included in the original HS2 design to 
facilitate farming access across the 
railway and (as we understand it) to 
provide service access to it. 
Discussions are taking place with 

landowners and farmers as to whether 
this bridge is now necessary. The Lee 
Parish Council has asked to be kept 
informed of the wider design issues 
that might arise from a decision not to 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

 

build it, especially in the context of the 
still unresolved design at Leather Lane.  

TBMôs at South Heath 
February should see the 

breakthrough of the two tunnel boring 
machines (TBMs) at South Heath. In 
the run-up to this, Frith Hill will 
continue to see short-term road 
closures (11:00 am to 1:00 pm) daily 
from 15th January to at least 3rd March, 
and then less frequently thereafter. 
(Interesting Balfour Beatty are also 
planning to close Frith Hill on 8th/9th  
February for work for Bucks Council!) 
An extended period of TBM 

dismantling and removal, and the 
completion of the portal construction 
will then follow. This will last through 
to 2025, following which signalling, 
power supply and catenary contractors 
are expected to start work in the area. 

A413 closures programme 
Further north, EKFB continue with 

their construction of the Wendover 
Dean and Small Dean viaducts, and 
require more night time closures of the 
A413 at London Road in February and 
March, currently expected to be: 

 

26th February to 1st March 
11th March to 16th March 
 

All of these dates, remain 
provisional. For the latest updates on 
works in the local area visit 
www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/ 

about:blank
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ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 
ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊ 

 

tǊƛŎŜ aŀǘŎƘ DǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ 
9ȄǇŜǊǘ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ-CǊŜŜ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ 

/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴ 5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ 
!ǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ [ǘŘ 
мнф .ǊƻŀŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ  
/ƘŜǎƘŀƳ Itр о9C 
лмпфп ттмсун 

ǿǿǿΦŎƘƛƭǘŜǊƴŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

Art 4 Lee 
Jonny Owen-Conway: 
Provoke Design 
By Charlotte Reynolds 

P 
rovocative or provocateur? Jonny 
Owen-Conway is in fact, the 
most genial of subjects when I 

interview him for the third article in my 
series featuring our local creative folk. 
Rather, his mission is to ñprovoke 
thought through design,ò testing the 
bounds of possibility through making 
and creating.  

Now in his 40s, Jonny came to 
furniture making after a somewhat 
colourful life divided between acting 
(with a stint in Hollyoaks!), 
hospitality and a few years spent in 
the Caribbean, with surfing, snow and 
skateboarding always a passion. When 
the seemingly seductive attractions of 
wine, women and song proved not to 
be the paradise (or escape) that he had 
sought, Jonny returned to England and 
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like the luxury filling in a sandwich) and 
the knot hole indentation above filled 
with a darkly coloured resin to resemble 
a deep pool of still water with the 
glittery ógoldô of the brass twinkling 
through the depths. Edges of tables 
curve and bend according to the 
centuries of growth in the timber yet 
are grounded with the solidity of 
industrial metal legs shaped in 
mathematically harmonious geometry. 
And in a brilliant design touch, gentle 
lighting under the surface highlights the 
piece making the table a beacon of 
conviviality. Tables, Jonny asserts, are 
ñpoints of congregationò, and he 
delights in bringing people together.  
His evident gregariousness and 

sociability are the perfect attributes 
that led to previous success in another, 
early career in the hospitality industry, 
working as bar manager, cocktail 
mixologist and genial host. It isnôt 
difficult to see how his passion for 
making people welcome and at ease 
has morphed into crafting furniture 
that enables other people to create 
their own hosting successes.  
One of Jonnyôs favourite and happiest 

commissions is the creating and installing 
of pub bars, aged-wood surfaces, wearing 
smooth with conviviality: the very 
essence of gathering people, be it in 
celebration, remembrance or friendship. 
Future plans include a cleverly 

designed range for entertaining; bread, 
cheese and chopping boards, all 
beautifully detailed with ergonomic 
handles and touch points for ease of 
carrying. Further away, but no less 
achievable, is an idea for an eco-design 
community of self-built homes, 
workshops and studios repurposed from 
old shipping containers. 
This interest in the re-purposing 

and reusing of existing materials is a 
philosophy Jonny observes in his 
practice, with table legs stunningly 
recrafted from old metal bridge 

the rather more wholesome and 
healing surrounds of family and life 
back in The Lee. 
Following a late diagnosis of 

Autism and Adult Advanced ADHD, 
much of what had troubled him became 
easier to cope with and his lifelong 
ability to create, build and craft became 
the straightforward answer as to how to 
lead his life. He chose not to be limited 
by the title of ócabinet makerô but 
rather to be known as a ó3D designer, 
builder and makerô and a fervent 
champion of óneurodiverse designô, 
which is now his tag line. 

Thus, three and a half years ago, 
Provoke Design was born. Now 
working from a neatly appointed 
workshop, Jonny conjures magic from 
wood and metal, working to 
commission on clever and thoughtfully 
designed, bespoke pieces, dictated 
more by how the various cuts of wood 
present themselves to him rather than 
by any conventional norms. So, knot 
marks in aged timber become not a 
problem but a challenge, in one instance 
having a slice of brass inserted (much 
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stanchions, sanded and polished, to 
show the depths of colour and patina 
from the aged metal. 

Everything can be used, from 
making small offcuts into perfectly 
smooth serving boards to metal house 
signs. A sideline in signage is another 
particularly satisfying element to 
Jonnyôs varied repertoire; a recent 
example is being crafted for a 
childrenôs soft play centre in London, 
with lettering and palm tree emblems 
cleverly incorporated.  
Much of his recent work has been 

for local, London and home counties-
based clients, but he has also created 
work for old friends and patrons in the 
Caribbean, a place that he holds dear, 
as he does his ómentorô and friend 
David who was the originator and 
inspiration behind Provoke Design but 
who sadly died before he could see the 
success it is today. 
I ask about and am shown the tools 

that inspired the shield and totemic 
design of the Provoke Design logo, 
being a hammer and snips, old and 
worn pieces that Jonny has lovingly  
reconditioned to make useable again.  
It is, I feel, the most apt of symbols 

for the man and the business. Cleaned 
up and ready to be of impressive 
purpose once more. 
You can contact Jonny at Provoke 

Design on 07795 338418, by email at 
jonny@provoke.design or on Instagram 
at provoke.design 

about:blank
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From The Lee 
Parish Council 
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk 

New year congratulations 

I 
n the New Yearôs Honours, Sarah 
Graham, the founder of the 
Hilltops Ukrainian Support 

Community was awarded the MBE for 
services to Ukrainian refugees. Based 
in Ballinger, Sarah has brought 
together over 50 host families and 155 
volunteers across the local area. 
Hearty congratulations to her and all 
who work with her in the community. 
Commenting on the award, Sarah 

said ñIôm honoured to receive an MBE 
for services to Ukrainian refugees. I 
see this award as recognition of the 
work of all the hosts, volunteers and 
Ukrainians in our community: a 

community with a shared purpose and 
with kindness at its very heart. People 
have given so much of their time and 
themselves to support those fleeing 
from war, in these most difficult times 
for Ukraine.  
ñOne of the initiatives we are 

currently supporting is a rehabilitation 
camp for Ukrainian children whose 
parents were killed or seriously 
injured in the war. If anyone would 
like to find out more or has any 
fundraising ideas please visit: 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
ukrehabilitationcamp2024ñ.  

New year challenges 
The Lee Parish Council (TLPC) 

like many local councils is seeing 
financial pressures on its budget 
brought about by the general inflation 
over the past 12-18 months and other 
local factors (see also page 29 for a 
report on the same issue from 
Buckinghamshire Council).  
In our case, these additional factors 

include the fact that notice has been 
being received from Chesham Town 
Council that it is no longer able to offer 
grass-cutting, hedge-cutting and 
playground maintenance services to the 
parish. The Parish Council is therefore 

Sarah Graham, MBE 

The Old Swan 
update 2024 
By Jane Joel 

F 
rom 28th January, Sunday roasts 
are back at the Old Swan. There 
are always two choices of meat, 

roast potatoes, Yorkshire puddings, 
vegetablesé and gravy! 
Our opening hours are now: 

Monday  closed all day 

Tuesday to 
Thursday 

12:00 noon to 3:00 pm  
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm  

Friday/Saturday 12:00 noon to 9:00(ish) pm 

Sunday 12:00 noon to 6:00 pm 

Food is served 12:00 noon to 2:00 
pm and 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm each day 
we are open (12:00 noon to 3:00 pm 
on Sundays). 
Do pop-in or call 01494 837239. 
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currently looking to appoint new 
contractors for each of these activities 
in 2024. Any local residents who might 
be interested are invited to contact the 
Clerk to obtain further information. 
The Parish Council was due to 

review these pressures at its January 
meeting, to agree a budget for 2024/25 
and to set the level of the parish 
council ópreceptô (i.e. the amount each 
household will have to pay in 
2024/25). We will include a full report 
on these issues in the next Newsletter. 

New year resolutions 
With pressure on all local services, 

residents can do much themselves to 
help improve the local environment in 
the parish, for example by: 
¶ Early reporting of highways issues 
such as obstructions, broken 
signage and floods, as well as 
potholes, to Buckinghamshire 
Councilôs óFix-my-streetô website. 
A swift reporting of such things 
will at least ensure the Bucks 
Council gets to hear about the 
problem sooner rather than later. 
Please report all highways issues to 
fixmystreet.buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

¶ Similarly, footpath issues such  
as broken stiles, overgrown 
vegetation, fallen trees, damaged or 
dangerous path surfaces, and 
damaged or missing signposts can 
be reported to Bucks Council at 
prow.buckscc.gov.uk 

¶ All landowners are responsible for 
ensuring that trees and hedges 
planted on their land do not block 
or otherwise cause safety issues on 
public highways and footpathsé 
so do your bit as well!  

Next meeting 
The Lee Parish Council next meets 

on Tuesday 12th March at 7:30 pm in 
the Parish Hall. Do come along to 
raise any issues you may have relating 
to parish council activities. 

{Ihw¢-¢9wa 
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CǊƻƳ ϻппр ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ όŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜύ 
 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ  
ƻǊ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴ  

ŀǘ [ŜŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 
 

aƻǾƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜΚ   
     /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜΚ 
     IƻǳǎŜ ǎŀƭŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΚ 
     .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΚ 

 

9ȄǇŜŎǝƴƎ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΚ    
     bŜŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴΚ 

 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ tŜǊƛƻŘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΥ  
ǎƭŜŜǇǎ ŦƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ 

 

¢ŜƭΥ лмпфп уоттфу 
Ŝ-ƳŀƛƭΥ ƭƻǿŜǊōŀǎǎƛōƻƴŜǎϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

https://fixmystreet.buckinghamshire.gov.uk
https://prow.buckscc.gov.uk
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Mervynôs 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 
CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 
Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ôphone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

What a miracle 
By Keith Taylor 

I 
 wonder how many of us read 
about or watched the news about 
the recent Japan Airlines (JAL) 

incident? All the passengers on that 
JAL flight survived. Universally the 
media called it a miracle. Was it only 
a miracle? My father was in a similar 
situation some years ago so my 
stomach turns every time I hear of 
such an incident. 

Half a century ago 
It wasn't until late 1958 that the 

Comet 4 and the Boeing 707 began to 
be introduced. Propeller aircraft at the 
time could not reach from South Africa 
to Australia without stopping to take on 
maximum fuel at Mauritius and the 
Cocos (Keeling) Islands. They were 
not luxury holiday destinations in the 
1960s, indeed Cocos was largely an 

aircraft fuel dump and communications 
centre. I made that journey in the mid 
1960s, twice.  
The place of the incident involving 

my father was Mauritius, the date was 
24th August 1960 and the aircraft was 
one of the most beautiful passenger 
aircraft of the timeé a Super 
Constellation operated by Qantas.  

In the early days of passenger aircraft, 
the 1930s, pilots flying in Europe had a 
plethora of either emergency or planned 
óput downô places where help would be 
readily available.  
In Australia where QANTAS was 

born, pilots had no such luxury. 
Queensland And Northern Territories 
Air Servicesé Emergency landing?é 
No choice mate!é You are in the 
Outback, miles from anywhere! Thus 
grew the strict culture of high standard 
engineering and maintenanceé and 
rigorous crew training. Saving lives and 
airplanes was at the core of their culture. 

 Engine failureé and fire! 
Meanwhile, back in Mauritius, as 

that Super Constellation was well into 
its take-off, engine number three lost 
power, just before reaching the critical 
take-off speed of 115 knots. The pilot 
immediately feathered that engine and 
threw the other engines into reverse 
thrust. But it could not be brought to a 
stop in the remaining runway. As it 
overran the end of the runway at 40 
knots the airplane bounced over a low 
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vǳŀƭƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ 
wŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ t±9 /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ 
ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  

 

²Ŝ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎŜ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ 
ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
ƘƻƳŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

/ŀƭƭ tƘƛƭ 9ŀǎŜƳŀƴ ƻƴ лтттм усоуул 
ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿǿǿΦǇǾŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ    wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ   ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ 

embankment, crashed into a gully and 
caught fire, fiercely.  
However, as it careered towards 

the end of the runway, the aircrew 
were already preparing for an incident. 
Unlike the recent JAL passengers, 
some of the passengers on this 
QANTAS flight decided now was the 
time, as the plane crashed into the 
gully, to reach for their hand baggage 
from the above lockers. The passenger 
next to my father was one of those. 
Without a second thought, my father 
grabbed him by the back of his collar 
and waist belt and threw him bodily 
out of the plane, landing on him only a 
few seconds later. 90 seconds after 
impact all those on the plane were 
successfully evacuated. This picture 
was taken the following morning:  

This will also apply to many of those 
on that JAL flighté for many months 
afterwards my father would be terrified 
simply of the flame from a match. 

Stringent training 
Modern aircraft, like that JAL 

flight, have the benefit of very sound 
engineering and strict governance 
when it comes to airline safely. But 
did you know that all new crew 
members undergo stringent evacuation 
and rescue training, across many 
scenarios, for up to three weeks before 
they are allowed to serve on 
commercial flightsé and this is 
repeated every year? Did you know 

this includes the tone and volume of 
their voice such as to minimise panic 
and so they can best be heard? On top 
of this, all aircraft manufacturers must 
show that everyone aboard can leave 
the plane within 90 seconds, just like 
in Mauritius that day. 
So where is the miracle? It was in 

the passengers who listened to their 
instructions, did not panicé and did 
not try to rescue their hand baggage. 
What was achieved in that recent JAL 
incident is harder than can be 
imaginedé and so yes, a miracle! 
You know what to do next time 

you board your next flighté carry 
your wallet and passport on your 
person, listen carefully to the safety 
presentation, look for the emergency 
exit and the lights leading to them, 
and then, ladies and gentlemené 
enjoy the flight! 
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treatment on account of their 
supposedly unique characteristics:ò 
Just to complete the discussion a 

definition was also sought for óover-
wokeô. The answer eventually 
provided after more googling was 
ñEducated / trained in social justice 
precepts and political correctness to 
the point of blind militancy without 
any regard for a discussion of 
contextual complexity or nuanceò. 
The following fable will enable 

you to see if you know someone who 
fits the above definitions. 

It snowed last night... 
8:00 am: I made a snowman. 
8:10  am:  A feminist passed by and asked 
me why I didn't make a snow woman. 

8:15 am: So, I made a snow woman. 
8:17 am: My feminist neighbour 
complained about the snow womanôs 
voluptuous chest saying it objectified 
snow women everywhere. 

8:20 am: The gay couple living nearby 
threw a hissy fit and moaned it could 
have been two snow men instead. 

8:22 am: The transgender man / 
woman / person asked why I didnôt 
just make one snow person with 
detachable parts. 

8:25 am: The vegans at the end of the 
lane complained about the carrot 
nose, as vegetables are food and not 
to decorate snow figures with. 

8:28 am: I was being called a racist 
because the snow couple is white. 

8:31 am: The middle eastern gent 
across the road demanded the snow 
woman be covered up. 

8:40 am: The police arrived saying 
someone had been offended. 

8:42 am: The feminist neighbour 
complained again that the 
broomstick of the snow woman 
needed to be removed because it 
depicted women in a domestic role. 

8:43 am:  The council equality officer 
arrived and threatened me with eviction. 

 
Carpets Ltd 

C , V   
W  F  
S   F 

9-11 S  A 
G  M  
01494 862125 

Cromar 

Snowflakes 
By Joe King 

S 
itting around the Christmas table 
surrounded by four generations 
of relatives the conversation was 

broad and lively. 
After the Christmas cracker jokes 

had drawn the inevitable groans, 
including the ñWhat is the definition 
of éé..? Answer: éé.ò, I asked the 
gathering what the definition of óa 
snowflakeô was?  
The children took it literally, 

whilst their parents tried to get in a 
defence for what they thought would 
be the inevitable attack from the 
oldies. After some stimulating debate 
the modern definition was revealed, 
by an enthusiastic teenage use of 
Google as ñan overly sensitive or 
easily offended person, or one who 
believes they are entitled to special 
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8:45 am: TV news crew from BBC 
showed up. I was asked if I know 
the difference between snow men 
and snow women? I replied 
ñSnowballs?ò and am now called 
a sexist. 

9:00 am: I was on the News as a 
suspected terrorist, racist, 
homophobe sensibility offender, 
bent on stirring up trouble during 
difficult weather. 

9:10 am: I was asked if I have any 
accomplices. My children were 
taken by social services. 

9:29 am: Far left protesters offended by 
everything marched down the street 
demanding for me to be arrested. 

By noon it all melted 

Moral 
There is no moral to this story. It is 

what we have become, all because of 
the snowflakes. 
 

Gregorian-Lee 
By Sara Marin 

H 
aving failed miserably to 
organise a pre-Christmas date 
for what was meant to be a 

small get-together, we ended up with 
43 people ï 18 of those under five(!) ï 
for a Christmas meet-upé on 
6th January. Letôs just say we are 
working from the Gregorian calendar 
which celebrates Christmas on the 
7th January. 
The bonus was that the late date 

meant Santa was free for yet another 
stop before he went on his well-
earned, post-Christmas holiday. 
Gathering round in Santaôs grotto, 

the children excitedly chatted away to 
the red-suited man himself before 
receiving their Secret Santa gift. To 
keep rampant children at bay (ish), this 
was followed by Christmas colouring 

activities over a picnic lunch brought 
by each family. Pudding was 
gingerbread men decorating; although 
in some cases there seemed to be more 
icing on the children than the 
gingerbread men, and some 
gingerbreads lost their heads before 
the icing was even open, but the 
enjoyment was there none-the-less.  

Santa makes an extra (late) call at  
The Lee Parish Grotto 

In true Lee Common style fun and 
lively chatter was had by all, along 
with a good amount of mulled wine 
(or caffeine for those on dry January) 
despite the early child-friendly start 
time. Paired with our last Christmas 
jumper outings for the season and 
listening to the final play of Christmas 
hits, it was a lovely way to wrap up 
the festive period and reminds me 
how lucky we are to live in such a 
friendly community. 

 

[See more pictures of the Grotto 
on page 18. Ed.] 
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Santa welcomed in The Lee... 
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éand at a Grotto in Lee Common 
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Newsletter 
celebrations 
By the Editorial Team 

N 
ewsletter contributors with 
distributors, advertisers and 
the Editorial Team celebrated 

another successful Newsletter year in 
December with the now traditional 
dinner at the Parish Hall / Grotto. 

 

&ÙÌÈÛɯ,ÐÚÚÌÕËÌÕ 
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ÛÏÌɯÝÐÓÓÈÎÌȭ 
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àÖÜÙÚÌÓÍɯÈÕËɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÊÏÈÛɯÞÐÛÏ 

ɯ"ÈÙÖÓɯ+ÈÜËÌÙ-1ÖÚÚɯȹ,ÈÕÈÎÌÙȺ 

3ÌÓȯɯƔƕƘƝƘɯƜƚƙƔƖƚɯ 

ÖÙɯÌÔÈÐÓɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÉÙÖÊÏÜÙÌɯ

ÔÈÕÈÎÌÙɑÈÍÎÔȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

%ÐÕËɯÖÜÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÖÕɯÖÜÙɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌ 

ÞÞÞȭÈÉÉÌàŗÌÓËȭÊÖÔ 

The 2023 Newsletter Award was 
awarded to Carol and Mike Addison 
for their contributions to the 
Newsletter over many years. Carol 
was unable to attend on the night, but 
our photographer later caught up with 
them at home. 

This year we were entertained, 
enthralled and amused by local actor 
Andrew C Wadsworth who, amongst 
other things, claimed a new, all-comers 
record for celebrity kisses (see page 
20). He spoke passionately about the 
importance of community and of 
contributing  He also treated us to his 
grandfatherôs favourite song (and 
entreated us to join him in the chorus). 
A Lift on the Way is a Lancashire 
dialect poem/song by 19th century 
Rochdale poet Edwin Waugh. Today 
this song still gives us a timely 
reminder that (like the Newsletter 
team), we work better together. It 
contains the words: 
Good-will, itôs a jewel, 
where thereôs little else to spare; 
Anô a mon may help another 
though his pouch may be bare; 
A generous heart, like sunshine, 
brings good cheer in its ray, 
Anô a friendly word can sometimes  
giveé A lift on the way. 
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after a splendid dinner and much drink 
has decided spontaneously to stand up 
and regale you with intimate aspects of 
his life and experience. Indeed no, I am 
in fact an intoxicated guest who has 
been invited to stand up and regale you 
with intimate details of his life. Such 
was the level of trust placed in me to 
deliver these pearls of wisdom that I 
was ñadvisedò that I could talk about 
anything, absolutely anything, as long 
as it was about The Lee, The Lee 
Newsletter, life in The Lee, life before 
The Lee, the history of The Lee, 
potholes in The Lee or anything else on 
my mind. I have decided on the 
ñanything else on oneôs mindò route. 
For my entire career I have been 

paid to stand up and voice words and 
sing lyrics that have been written by 
other people. But this eveningé is no 
exception. Tonightôs speech has been 
written for me by my wife. No Iôm 
only joking, I wrote it, she just edited 
it (she doesnôt trust me!) 

é on notable kissing 
In a further attempt to keep me on 

the straight and narrow, I was sent a 
copy of the very excellent speech made 
at the last Newsletter Dinner by local 
legend Diana Morley, for research, 
which concluded with a section where 
she revealed the famous individuals by 
whom she had been kissed. This 
appealed to me very much and got me 
thinking about the notables I had been 
kissed by. Now Diana was very modest 
and discreet (and only mentioned two 
people), I however possess no 
discretion whatsoever and am more 
than happy to kiss and tell. And so with 
the greatest respect to Diana and her 
kiss list, I give you your Alexander 
Fleming (the discoverer of penicillin) 
and Ralph Vaughan Williams (with his 
lark ascending) and I raise you my 
ókiss listô, Dame Judy Dench (8 times a 
week), Dame Maggie Smith, Dulcie 
Grey, Sally Ann Howes (that was Truly 

Our thanks go to many for making 
the evening such a success, but in 
particular to the Parish Hall 
Committee, to Four Seasons catering 
and to Christine Kalveks (for the 
photography). 
To guarantee your invitation to the 

next dinner, do make a contribution 
this year to your Newsletter.  
[Andrewôs presentation follows.]  
 

Singing for 
your supper 
By Andrew C. Wadsworth 

G 
ood evening, for those who 
donôt know me Iôm Andrew 
Wadsworth! I have been 

requested by a higher authority, an 
unimpeachable source, of unôsulliedô 
reputation, to reassure you that I am not 
some random, intoxicated guest who 
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Scrumptious), Imelda Staunton and Pat 
Lea! And then it gets a little weird... 
Sue Pollard, Lulu, Dame Shirley 
Bassey, Norma Major and Mystic Meg 
and then it gets even weirderé 
Stephen Sondheim, Sir Ian McKellen, 
Lord Lloyd Webber and of course, 
Gyles Brandreth. But according to my 
Blood Brother, the actor, George 
Costigan, by far the most significant 
person I had kissed was Jean Simmons 
because, as he said, ñshe had been 
kissed by Brandoò. And to be honest 
thatôs just scratching the surface. I dare 
not scratch any further. 

é on community newsletters 
Anyway, enough of my personal life!

In order to return to safer territory, I 
thought Iôd say a bit about community 
newsletters. I grew up on the edge of 
the small town of Burnley in 
Lancashire (Burnley! up the clarets! 
Whose football results this season are 
even worse than Plymouth Argyle). 
Whenever I think of Burnley it always 
reminds me of the mythical 18th 
century Scottish village in the musical 
Brigadoon which only appears for one 
day every 100 years thus protecting it 

* "ÒÏ×Î &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 
)ÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ &ÁÍÉÌÙ &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 

*ÂÒÏ×ÎÆÕÎÅÒÁÌÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢÃÏȢÕË 

¶ 7ÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÕÃËÓ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ !×ÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ 

ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ςπςρ 
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ÙÅÁÒÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÈÅÒÅ 

ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁËÉÎÇ 

ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÁÒÒÁÎÇÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ 

3ÅÒÖÉÎÇ 7ÅÎÄÏÖÅÒȟ !ÙÌÅÓÂÕÒÙȟ !ÍÅÒÓÈÁÍȟ 

4ÈÅ #ÈÁÌÆÏÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁÓȢ 

from the influence of the outside 
world. Such is life in Burnley! 
However, growing up in that 

locality I was part of a very active 
local church community with a youth 
club, menôs fellowship, young wives, 
motherôs union, the choir, a 
wonderfully creative operatic and 
dramatic society and a thriving 
newsletter. As a family we were very 
much involved in all aspects of local 
life but particularly anything to do 
with theatre. 50 years on I remain 
connected to that community because 
their newsletter is still delivered to me 
monthly. You may be interested to 
learn that the hot topics for the St 
Stephens Burnley newsletter in two 
recent consecutive issues were firstly 
a shortage of surplices for the choir 
and then in the following issue a 
surplus of surplices. I can hardly wait 
for the arrival of the next issue in the 
New Year. And through this 
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ÍÉËÅÌÁËÅΦΤͽÔÁÌËÔÁÌËȢÎÅÔ 

Soé making a contributioné 
My grandfather Edmund Mellor 

was a great contributor. From the age 
of 10 he worked in a cotton mill in 
Royton in Lancashire, now part of 
Greater Manchester. He was a soldier 
in the trenches during the First World 
War at Ypres Hill 60 and the Somme 
where he was awarded the Military 
Medal for acts of gallantry and 
devotion to duty under fire, the highest 
award available at the time for a 
private soldier. After the war he 
became a shop steward for mill 
workers campaigning tirelessly for 
better pay and conditions for all. He 
was later appointed to the TUC 
Council and when I was seven, I 
remember seeing him speak at the 
TUC conference in Morecambe. I 
know he met Mohandas Gandhi in 
1931, when Gandhi visited the cotton 
mills of Lancashire (he didnôt kiss him 
though). Edmund contributed to all 
aspects of community life and was a 
great role model to follow. 

é on giving a lift 
All of my family were musical and 

that, happily, has continued on down 
the generations. My grandfather had 
one particular song that he favoured. It 
was a Lancashire dialect poem by 19th 
century Rochdale poet Edwin Waugh 
which was subsequently set to music 
and this became his party piece. Itôs 
called A Lift on the Way. 
And whether it was at our family 

Christmas party, the TUC Conference, 
on the mill shopfloor in Oldham or 
more particularly in the trenches in 
France in 1917, he would be called 
upon to sing ï and today this song still 
gives us a timely reminder that we 
work better together.  

 

[At this point Andrew sang for his 
supperé and we all joined in! See 
page 19. Ed.] 

Newsletter, early next year we will be 
travelling to Burnley to do a concert 
like the one we did in the Old Church 
earlier this year. 
But importantly the St Stephens 

newsletter, as with The Lee newsletter, 
holds a mirror up to the community it 
represents and maintains connections 
between people who otherwise may 
not be connected. 

é on making a contribution 
I make this comparison between 

my old community and The Lee 
community because in both there are 
people who make a great contribution 
to the lives of that community. As the 
newsletter needs contributors so does 
the community. Of course, there will 
always be those detractors and 
disruptors too but as long as the 
contributors are in the ascendancy then 
all will be well. 
Five years ago, when we moved to 

The Lee from Willesden Green in 
London, we hoped we would have the 
opportunity to contribute to the life of 
the village. Through the annual events 
and activities weôve made a lot of new 
local friends which has really enriched 
our lives. I have greatly appreciated 
that because having spent a life 
working in the theatre your friends and 
acquaintances invariably emerge from 
the people you work with, but the 
transient nature of theatre life often 
makes these more difficult to maintain. 
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before we have the result, I and the 
committee are confident that we will 
have a surplus ï albeit a modest one as 
is right for a community-owned asset.  
At the regular committee meetings, 

we always kick ideas around about what 
we can do to keep the shop relevant, 
vibrant and interesting. Before we 
formulate plans for 2024 it really would 
be good to have input from customers 
and to this end you are invited to email 
us at shop@thelee.org.uk ï we are 
interested in all aspects of the shop 
including things you would like us to 
stock, changes to the shop itself, 
complaints. Basically all comments will 
be welcomed and addressed. 
Finally, if youôre reading this and 

have yet to try us, please pop in and 
say hello. We try to cater to a wide 
spectrum of customers, we keep our 
margins low (weôre not allowed to 
make a profit), and we really are a 
friendly bunch! 

Village walk 
By Charlotte Reynolds 

T 
en of us ï plus four dogs and 
two babes in back packs ï set 
off in fleeting but glorious 

sunshine to squelch around The Leeôs 
muddy extremities, on the first village 
walk of the year, ably led by Liz Ford.  
Trying to put our best foot forward 

was a challenge in the acres of mud but 
luckily we all remained upright and 
enjoyed coffee and homemade lemon 
drizzle cake, kindly supplied by 
Sandra, in the church afterwards. Good 
luck to the church cleanersé 

 

The Cock & Rabbit 
and Caf® au Lee 

 

Now open: 
 

* Tuesday to Saturday from 9:00am  
   Sunday from 10:00 am.   
* Serving coffee, teas cakes and a 
   small selection of tasty food until 
   4:30 pm.  
* Bar open from midday for real 
   ales, lagers, wine and spirits. 

 

Telephone: 01494 837540 

Shop-a-lot 
By Symeon Economou 

P 
hew! Thatôs what I and a dozen 
or so volunteers felt when we 
closed the shop doors on 

Christmas Eve. Over the previous few 
days (or few weeks in Ruthôs case), we 
had collated 551 items ordered by 50 
customers who collected it in just four 
hours. Although tiring it was a lot of 
fun made all the more worthwhile by 
one customer who wrote ñI just wanted 
to say a big thank you é we will 
definitely be back next yearò. 
All in all, 2023 was an excellent 

year for Shop at The Lee. The truly 
amazing volunteers kept volunteering 
and the lovely customers kept coming 
and, although it will be a few weeks 

about:blank
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Scannappeal 
2024 
By Claire Wise 

J 
anuary always feels like a long, 
dark month but the one ray of 
sunshine for us here at 

Scannappeal is that we spend those 
four weeks putting together the events 
calendar for the year ahead. The lovely 
residents of The Lee often ask us what 
has been planned, and what is local to 
the area. So, with the kind permission 
of your Editors, we will try to keep 
you posted as events are confirmed 
and we will let you know what appeals 
are currently being run. 
We are in the process of putting 

together a major fund-raising campaign 
this year and, as soon as this is finalised, 
we will make the announcement. 

Afternoon tea at Ballinger 
Just before Christmas, Scannappeal 

held a Festive Afternoon Tea at 
Ballinger Hall, and it was loved by 
everyone. We served a traditional 
afternoon tea, BlueInGreen played some 
Christmassy tunes and Hayley Farrelly 
put together her lovely Bramley Pottery 
for those last-minute gifts. 

Below is a quick summary of the 
events coming up. The leaflet enclosed 
with the newsletter gives you details of 
Motherôs Day cream tea at Ballinger 
Hall and a night at the races in 
Amersham. In addition to these two 
events we have a special  Easter Egg 
Hunt at Dundridge Manor. 

Much eggcitement! 
Spring will soon be coming and so 

will the Scannappeal Easter Bunny! 
Come and join in the fun on Sunday 
24th March at our eggciting family 
Easter egg hunt at the historic house of 
Dundridge Manor.  
Children can enjoy Easter crafts, 

while everyone can warm up with hot 
chocolate and BBQ sausages. Explore 
the charm of the informal farmhouse 
garden and uncover the history  
of Dundridge, a Tudor farmhouse 
with a Saxon moat, once owned by 
Henry VIII. Encounter the ghostly 
tales of the Duchess of Salisbury. 
Donôt miss the chance to explore Tim 
Matthewsô vintage tractor collection 
and unique vehicles. 
All tickets can be bought online: 

https://scannappeal.org.uk/events/ or 
call the office on 01494 734161. 
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The Lee Parish 
Christmas quiz 
answers 

C 
arol Addison came across a 
quiz loose in her late fatherôs 
1997 diary and thought it might 

prove interesting for current newsletter 
readers. Here are the questions and 
answers from Decemberôs newsletter. 
Bonus marks are awarded if you 

know what the answer would have 
been in 1997 for questions 2, 4, 5, 10 
and 11. 
 

1. How deep is the well? 365ft 
(111m)  

2. How many kissing gates lead into 
the park? 1997 = 4; 2023 = 5 

3. Who is remembered with Emily at 
field end? Her daughters, Norah 
Akerson and Margaret Simpson 

4. What is our postman's name? 
1997 Frank McDermott; 2023 
Anthony Saunders 

5. How many pubs are open in the 
parish? 1997 = 4; 2023 = 2 

6. A national trail borders the 
parish. Where are its ends? 
Ivinghoe Beacon, Bucks and 
Overton Hill, Avebury, Wiltshire 

7. Where was 01494 837218? 
Phone Box, Oxford St 

8. Where would you find a 
Flintstone opposite an Orchard? 
Flintstone and Orchard 
Cottages are opposite each 
other in Cherry Tree Lane 

9. Where is the slipe? Path between 
Bassibones and Lower 
Bassibones Farms 

10. Who is the chairman of the parish 
council? 1997 Barbara Nelson; 
2023 Colin Sully 

11. What time is the last Sunday post 

from Shop at The Lee? 1997 11 
am; 2023 No collection 

12. What does ñThe Leeò mean? 
Clearing (in a wood) 

13. Where is the rest of Admiral 
Howeôs wooden ship? Libertyôs, 
Regent Street 

14. Which Rabbs resident took his 
cat to London in 1996? Robert 
Cork on becoming Lord Mayor 
of London 

15. How many are remembered on 
the War Memorial? 42 

16. What lane forms the NE boundary 
of the parish? Arrewig Lane 

17. Where did the parish council 
meet before the village hall was 
built? The Guild Room, The Lee 

18. The supersonic plane could not 
land in this wood. Concord 

19. Where did the Admiral stand 
before the Pipers called him in? 
Manor House Gardens opposite 
Home Farm 
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20. What does the Chiltern Link 
footpath actually link? The 
Ridgeway National Trail and 
the Chess Valley Walk 

21. Where did the Cock and Rabbit 
originally stand? On The Lee 
Green where the war memorial 
now stands 

22. What has become of the owlôs 
hoot? House name changed to 
Mulberry Lodge 

23. In which house was our Dadôs 
Army based? Kingswood House 

24. Who fled the House of Commons 
in 1642 to be found in our church? 
John Hampden, a local MP who 
refused to pay the Kingôs Ship 
Tax. He fled the House of 
Commons before Charles I 
could arrest him. He is shown 
on the stained glass window in 
the Old Church. 

25. The Leeôs large stones are no 
dessert. Pudding stones 

Their nocturnal activity is at the root of 
many of these superstitions. 

Amazingly, there are a total of five 
species of owl in the UK. There are 
three types of owl here in The Lee, 
most common being the barn owl 
(white coloured often known as the 
screech owl or ghost owl), and the 
tawny (brown owl with the 'too-wit 
too-woo' call, which by the way is not 
a single bird, but the female making 
the 'too-wit' sound and the male 
answers with 'too-woo'!) and the little 
owl, which I am told by Don Stone has 
virtually disappeared from the parish. I 
think itôs fair to say that many people 

That witch 
could be an 
owl: natureôs 
superstitions  
By Giles Robertson 

T 
he flora and fauna hold some 
secrets and superstitions from 
the four-leaf clover to a rabbitôs 

foot, but have you ever wondered 
why? I wanted to take a quick hoot at 
the owl. 
The owl has a bewildering number 

of meanings and superstitions, their 
very presence was considered a 
harbinger of bad luck in Native 
American Culture. For the Greeks and 
Romans, witches could turn themselves 

Photo by Don Stone 
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Swan Bottom based glazing 
company specialising in 
Replacement UPVC Double 

Glazed Units 
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Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 
with a personal touch 

 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property  

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 

by skilled craftsmen using traditional 

carpentry techniques 
 

For wood with wow call  

Alasdair Cunningham on  

01494 890145 or email: 

Office@timbercreationsltd.com 

are obsessed with owls. You wonôt be 
disappointed with the number of owl 
related items available on Amazon.  
In Britain, owls have been 

associated with wisdom due to their 
super good eyesight. 
You may recall the ówise old owlô 

English nursery rhyme, which suggests 
that listening more than talking is a 
valuable character trait, which we 
could all benefit from developing.  
Many of us believe that seeing an 

owl is a profoundly good thing, as it 
indicates the start of a new phase in life. 
I like the Aboriginal belief that 

owls are the spirits of women and so 
are sacred. 
Anyway thereôs not enough space 

to discuss the four leaf clover, ravens, 
magpies, black cats, rabbitôs feet and 
cows lying downé I bet you can 
hardly wait until the next time. But 
donôt watch the owl for too long, it 
was believed that if you walked 
around a tree that an owl was perched 
in, it would follow you with its eyes, 
around and around until it wrung its 
own neck. Thatôs not so wise. 

Bridge too far? 
The complete bidding at our table: 
 

     W         N           E           S 
            pass      1NT     pass      
     3      pass       4      pass 

    5      pass    5      pass 

      6      pass     6       pass 
     pass     pass 
 

After partnerôs opening bid, a 

rush to 6 (with a six-card suit and at 
least two in partnerôs hand) could 
have failed if Eastôs Ace had been in 
clubs instead of hearts. By cue 

bidding, West was able to bid 6
with more confidence. 
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Bootcamp at 
Lee Common 
By Arabella Norton 

R 
esidents who walk through the 
Lee Common playing fields on 
Monday, Wednesday or Friday 

mornings may have noticed a variety 
of intrepid individuals being put 
through their paces in a Bootcamp run 
by Lucie Carey. I catch up with her 
here in a short interview. 

from all exercising together in a very 
supportive environment.  
Q: Can I join if I have never 

exercised before? It all looks very scary! 
This is the most non-scary exercise 

class you could ever join. This is a 
genuine mixed ability class with a 
huge age range of attendees with 
everyone doing whatever they can 
manage. But the most important bit is 
the social aspect ï exercising together 
with others makes it fun and is why 
people keep coming back ï even on a 
wet and cold Monday morning! 
Q: What type of things do you get 

people to do? 
We start with a variety of warm-up 

exercises and then this is followed by a 
rotation of challenges designed to build 
muscles and raise your heart rate. 
These could include burpees, squat 
jumps, sit-ups, lifting kettle bells in a 
variety of ways and running around the 
goal posts. I will explain everything, 
and you will soon pick it up! 

Q: What do I do if I want to join? 
You should contact me on 07928 

277691. Each session costs Ã5.00 and 
you can either pay as you go with cash 
or make a bulk booking by bank 
transfer. You donôt need to bring 
anything other than a water bottle and 
wear old clothes and trainers that you 
donôt mind getting a bit muddy. If it is 
cold, gloves and a hat are a good idea 
too. I donate a percentage of my 

Lucie Carey: Boot Camp supremo! 

Q: Tell us about yourself, Lucie ï 
what brings you to The Lee? 
I live in Chartridge but I have a 

daughter at Lee Common School, and 
I am a qualified fitness trainer and so I 
decided to offer parents and local 
residents the opportunity to train 
together in the allotments at 9:15 am 
for 45 minutes after school drop off.  
It is a very social occasion, and I  
think everyone has really enjoyed the 
sense of community which comes 


