
 

For The Lee, Lee Common, Hunts Green, Kings Ash and Swan Bottom 

May 2024 

THE
LEE 

From the Editor 
By Phil Harrison 

T 
he clocks have moved forward, 
the bluebells are raising their 
heads, the birds are in full song 

and a new season has burst forth. This 
edition of the newsletter brings you 
news of the goings on in the 
community with opportunities for you 
to join in and have fun, including new 
activities by Scannappeal for the 
William Baxter Memorial Fund. 

There are some emotional items, 
such as the fascinating tale of how two 
of the community visited Lviv, a love 
note from early last century and 
interesting information about The Lee 
War Memorial. 

Events in the Old Church, The 
Flower Show and the school are 
covered, as well as our usual poems, 
leg pulls and nonsense. The Lee 
Cricket Club has a very full and 
interesting article that I am sure will 
stimulate participation. 

There are two other things I would 
particularly like to draw your attention 
to. Firstly, the series of articles in 
recent months by Charlotte Reynolds 
celebrating the creativity in our midst. 
These brilliant articles featured locals 
who make a living from their artistic 
talent. We think we have covered 
everyone but suspect there are still 
some hidden gems to be revealed. If 
you have or know someone who has 
such talent, please let us know. The 
email address is below.  

Secondly, on page 25 is an article 
on HS2’s local social value. As a 
community we are missing out and 
need to get our thinking hats on. 

Please send any thoughts, 
comments or objections about any of 
the articles, or contributions for June’s 
edition, to the editor by 12th May at 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com  
 

Your Letters 

To the Editor 

Outraged of Swan Bottom 
I would like to complain most 
vigorously about the outrageous 
proposals – in respect of potholes, 
HS2 and football – described in 
articles in your April Newsletter by A 
C Lee-Pursson, Di Ogynes and Paul 
Mi-Legge… 

Ah! I get it now! 
A Bitslow 
Swan Bottom 
 
To the Editor 

Frogmarch 
I am writing in response to Giles’s 
article in the April edition. 

 I thought that the Ballinger Road 
Frog Patrol (BRFP) might be 

Once you’ve read it, 
why not return this 
Newsletter to Shop at 
The Lee for someone 
else to enjoy? 
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heartened to know that we, The Lower 
Bassibones Frog Patrol, have been 
escorting the frogs, toads and newts 
that the BRFP have helped safely 
cross the road, to our pond at the farm. 

I adore toads and have helped quite 
a number on their way from Ballinger 
Road to the pond, carefully picking 
them up and giving them a lift to the 
water’s edge of the ‘Plake’ (too big for 
a ‘pond’ but too small for a ‘lake’!). 
Last week I even gave a lift to a 
courting couple travelling ‘in tandem’ 
– it’s a bloke’s world when it comes to 
toad romance!  

Each night, when I give Dylan his 
late night walk, I step very gingerly 
out of the back door and cast the torch 
about in order to spot our regular late 
night, amphibian  visitors. To date, I 
have managed to avoid stepping on 
any of them. One of the toads’ 
favourite hiding places is under the 

paving slabs of our patio, especially 
cool and damp during a hot summer.  

In a few weeks the pond will be 
quivering with spawn, followed by 
weeks of activity whilst teaming with 
thousands of tadpoles. Many thanks to 
the BRFP team’s concern about the 
dwindling numbers of these iconic 
little springtime visitors and for 
helping to ensure the safe arrival of 
many more generations to come. 

‘Stumpy’ our resident lady grass 
snake for many years (she has the end 
of her tail missing, hence easy 
identification) is also grateful to the 
Frog Patrol teams for ensuring a regular 
supply of ready meals for her and her 
young. This natural re-cycling system 
also helps to ensure a safer future for 
further generations of ‘stumpies’. 
Anthea Hartley 
Lee Common 
 

[Giles Robertson was approached about 
this and responded as follows, Ed.] 
 

To the Editor 
I love the Beatrix Potter-like 
familiarity you have with the various 
amphibians. Once you start, it’s hard to 
stop helping our little friends, isn’t it? 

One complication for the patrol is 
knowing who is going where? Are the 
romancing couple heading to their 
ancestral pond, and if so, which one 
with so many choices? Is the frog, 
toad or newt heading to spawn or on 
the way back after birthing the spawn? 

It’s some job with so many ponds, 
from Nantons, Bassibones, our pond at 
Cherry Tree Cottage, to Evenly House 
and a couple of ponds through the 
hedges along Cherry Tree Lane; 
second guessing a frog’s travel plans 
is not always easy. 

Awareness and care, though, is a 
good start! 
Giles Robertson 
Lee Common 
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We Love Pets (Chesham)  
 

We can help with all your pet care 
whether they’re furry or scaly! 

   

• Dog walking  
• Pet drop ins 
• Licensed home-from-home 

holiday boarding 
• Pet sitting  

 

We never pack walk. We’re fully insured, 
pet first aid trained and DBS checked.  

Animal welfare is our top priority. 
 

Whatever your pet care needs, get in 
touch to find out how we can help. 

 

Call Liz Hynds on 07470 664929  
or visit  https://welovepets.care/

branch/chesham/  

A journey to 
Lviv, Ukraine 
By Paul Knowles 

I 
t seemed like a good idea at the 
time. Whilst in a local restaurant 
with our respective wives last 

autumn (and all slightly merry) my 
dining companion and good friend, 
Simon Denison-Smith, asked if I 
wanted to accompany him in a pickup 
truck to Lviv, western Ukraine. The 
plan was to travel in a monthly convoy 
organised by the charity ‘Pickups for 
Peace’ with 4x4 vehicles full of 
donated medical and humanitarian aid 
and leave both the aid and the vehicle 
in Ukraine. Being a generally 
adventurous sort my response was 
obviously yes!  

A Sunday in mid-October 2023 
saw the two of us begin the 1,400 mile 
journey to Lviv in our quite smart VW 
Amarok pickup truck. A Eurotunnel 
crossing was followed by a night in 
Antwerp (good cocktail bars) and then 
on to Wroclaw, Poland, with a night at 
a hotel which was the former home of 

Marshall Blucher, of Waterloo fame. 
Here we met up with the other 10 
vehicles and drivers who had travelled 
from right across the British Isles – 
not quite Lands End to John O’Groats 
– but St Ives to Aberdeen. As we sat 
round the bar and started to bond, 
Keith, one of the charity’s founders, 
made the first of many speeches. 
“Your vehicles will be saving lives – 
thanks to you, there will be families 
sitting down to Christmas dinner 
together this year with one extra 
place”. It was a startling moment –  in 
all the frenetic pace of planning the 
trip, we had perhaps lost sight of why 
we were doing it. 

An early start on day three for a 
five hour drive to the Polish-
Ukrainian border. At the border we 
received priority treatment but still 
spent some time waiting in ‘No Man’s 
Land’ for the formalities to be 

about:blank
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-ÉËÅ ,ÁËÅ 
&ÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ Ǫ ,ÏÃÁÌ 

0ÁÉÎÔÅÒ Ǫ $ÅÃÏÒÁÔÏÒ 
&ÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÏÕÃÈ 

)ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒ Ǫ %ØÔÅÒÉÏÒ 
!ÌÓÏ 0ÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ -ÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅ 

&ÏÒ Á ÆÒÅÅ ÑÕÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌȡ  
ΡΣΦΫΦ ΪΨΨΪΩΥ Ⱦ ΡΩΩΤΥ ΡΣΩΡΡΧ 
ÍÉËÅÌÁËÅΦΤͽÔÁÌËÔÁÌËȢÎÅÔ 

completed, remembering to switch off 
positional information on mobile 
phones before crossing the border into 
Ukraine. All the vehicles now formed 
into a single tight convoy headed by a 
police escort. We were directed to put 
on headlights and hazard lights, to 
drive close up to the vehicle in front, 
and to stop for nothing, including red 
lights – wow! 

Hand-over time 
Some 90 minutes later we reached 

the beautiful, historic city of Lviv and 
parked up in front of the regional 
Government offices. The next day we 
attended a ceremony to formally hand 
over the vehicles and supplies to the 
army who then decide which vehicle 
goes where and for what purpose, 
knowing that very many are destined 
for the front line to take supplies 
forward and to evacuate wounded 
soldiers. We were privileged to speak 
with men and women of the Ukrainian 
army, from teenagers to fifty-
somethings, all serving the cause. 

As a group we visited the military 
cemetery. The city has dedicated a 
park which sits alongside the old 
cemetery of Lviv (Łyczakowski 
Cemetery) for the fallen heroes of the 
city. Currently there are over 1,000 
graves with up to five or six new ones 
sadly being added every day. The 
quiet stoic faces of the mums, dads, 

wives, girlfriends, boyfriends, brothers 
and sisters tending the graves of their 
loved ones; the beautifully decorated 
graves adorned with flowers, so many 
flowers; hundreds of flags gently 
flapping in the breeze; and the 
photographs of the fallen – so many 
were leading normal civilian lives 
until the war – accountants, builders, 
lawyers, bus drivers – all of this 
touched us profoundly. When we 
realised that many were graves of boys 
that were younger than our own sons, 
the tears welled up. 

Incredible courage 
Our Ukrainian hosts went out of 

their way to make us feel special. We 
lost count of the number of times they 
said “thank you” and expressed 
gratitude. We were in awe of their 
incredible courage and resilience; they 
are defiant, absolutely determined to 
prevail against the evil of the Russian 
invasion – no matter what. They don’t 
complain, they don’t talk about 
themselves or who they have lost 
(unless you gently enquire).  

There was another dimension we 
had not considered. We were told 
repeatedly how much it meant to them 
that a bunch of Brits are prepared to 
drive 1,400 miles across Europe to 
support their cause. These acts make 
them feel less isolated, less alone in 
their single-minded quest. It’s difficult 
to express how connected we now feel 

A possee of pickups 
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to the people of Ukraine, and this 
connection is so important to them. 

It turned out Simon’s idea was, 
in fact, very good. It was a thought 
provoking journey – sometimes exciting, 
rarely threatening, certainly sad  
and humbling. 

Since March 2023 the charity has 
delivered more than 260 vehicles to 
the Ukraine to help with aid and 
emergency services. Simon and I ask 
that you please give some thought to 
possibly getting involved directly 
with a convoy, or maybe just 
donating to help the charity and 
hopefully shorten the conflict and the 
suffering by all it affects.  

To contact the charity here is their 
website www.pickupsforpeace.co.uk 

Bridge too far? 
By Judy Hart et al 

A 
s soon as West opened, East 
knew they were on for a 
slam… but which one? 

 

 8 6 5 

J 8 5 4 3 

 J 2 

7 5 3 

  J 9 4 2          A K Q 10  

 K 9 7            A Q 10 6 

  A 4            K 

  A K 10 2         Q 9 8 4 

 7 3  

 2 

 Q 10 9 8 7 6 5 3 

 J 6 
 

Dealer: West 
Vulnerability: Both  

 

     W     N     E     S 

     1     pass     ?  
  

How would you bid from here? 
See page 14. 
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DIY waste 
disposal 
By the Editor 

F 
ollowing on from the article on fly 
tipping (in April’s newsletter) I 
was pleased to read an article from 

Bucks Council regarding the change in 
policy to allow for the disposal of small 
amounts of DIY waste for free at 
Household Recycling Centres. 

DIY waste includes such projects 
as retiling, renovating a bathroom or 
even digging a pond. Simply download 
a digital e-permit before you visit the 
dump (print it or keep it on a phone or 
tablet). 100 litres of DIY waste or one 
large item such as a bathtub, door or 
kitchen unit per week is free. 

The permit expires after being 
scanned. It can be renewed every 
seven days. A great step forward that 
will hopefully reduce fly tipping. See 
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/
waste-and-recycling/household-recycling-
centres-permits-and-waste-facilities/apply
-for-a-permit-to-dispose-of-diy-waste/  

The garden of Weylands in Germain Street, Chesham 

Love is in the air  
By Carol Addison 

T 
his month’s postcard was sent 
between two sweethearts from 
Chesham in the early part of the 

last century. The photo was taken from 
the garden of Weylands in Germain 
Street, Chesham. St Mary’s Church is 
in the distance overlooking parkland. 
The river Chess is flowing by, having 
probably only encountered ducks, 
minnow, sticklebacks and watercress. 
Weylands was once the town 
workhouse and later the first Chesham 
Grammar School. There is a plaque on 
the garden wall of this property.  

The postcard is from a young man 
called R.P. He posted it by hand 
through a letterbox in Gladstone Road, 
Chesham in the early morning to his 
belle, Miss A. Fairaway. His message 
is written upside down and in code. 
Can you crack the code?  

 

‘Ep usz boe dpnf pvu uijt npsojoh. 
Xjui effqftu mpwf gspn nf. 
R.P.’ 

Answer on page 14. 

about:blank
about:blank
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ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 
ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊ 

 

tǊƛŎŜ aŀǘŎƘ DǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ 
9ȄǇŜǊǘ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ-CǊŜŜ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ 

/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴ 5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ 
!ǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ [ǘŘ 
мнф .ǊƻŀŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ  
/ƘŜǎƘŀƳ Itр о9C 
лмпфп ттмсун 

ǿǿǿΦŎƘƛƭǘŜǊƴŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 

a!w¢Lb ¢I9 aL[Ya!b [¢5 
Your local independent dairyman Est 1989 

Doorstep delivery of milk and produce 
 

          To place an order call: 

        лмппн уоофпп 
       Phones manned between  
            пǇƳ-сǇƳ aƻƴ-CǊƛ 

The Milkman’s 
Prayer 
By Martin the Milkman 

I riseth Lord at 2:00 am 
for I am the crème Lord, de la crème. 
I’m the early morning rattle 
day and daily, on the bottle. 
Guide me as I float around, 
bleary eyed and doorstep bound. 
Oh Dear Lord, I pray 
you grant me precious words to say, 
to all of those who pass my way 
so I may brighten up their day. 
A family friend I shall become, 
to share their grief, to share their fun, 
and as the months and years do go 
and I see the children age and grow 
the overriding thing I know 
is Blessed, oh Dear Lord are they 
who drink a pinta milk a day. 
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acceptable as people become afraid to 
voice their view. 

 

Note from the Editor: 
• Approx. 8% of men suffer a form 

of colour blindness. 0.5% of 
women suffer. 

• In total, this equates to 3 million 
people in the UK 

• The majority (99%) who are 
colour blind suffer from a red /
green deficiency  

 

The Lee War 
Memorial 
By the Editorial Team 

The memorial on The Lee Green has an 
interesting history… here is a summary. 

T 
he memorial was erected in 
1921 and dedicated to those 
from The Lee who had given 

their lives during the Great War. The 
memorial was organised by a 
committee chaired by Captain Ivor 
Stewart-Liberty, and the land on 
which it sits was given by him to The 
Lee Parish Council in December 1920. 

The memorial was dedicated and 
unveiled on 1st January 1921 by the 
Lord Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire, 
Robert Wynn-Carington, Marquis of 
Lincolnshire. It was made a Grade II 
listed building in March 2016. 

It is made from granite and takes 
the form of a Celtic wheel cross set on 
a tapering shaft, tapering plinth and 
square base. 

Originally the cross commemorated 
all the local servicemen who died in the 
First World War, including six pairs of 
brothers. Following the Second World 
War the names of 12 men who died 
during that conflict were added on a 
plaque on the plinth. A metal plaque was 
subsequently fixed to the base of the 
memorial commemorating specifically 

Grey wins 
By Joe King 

R 
ailing against life seems to 
have returned to normal in the 
group in the snug.  

Minorities attracted the group’s ire 
and frustration this month. Suddenly, 
or is it by creeping death, minority 
views are gaining the upper hand? No 
longer does the view of the majority 
hold sway. So, what caused the angst 
in the group this time? Answer: the 
colour of the shirts worn by a national 
rugby team. The voices of the colour 
blind in the population were being 
used by the powers that be to ensure 
that the minority could enjoy the 
game. Traditional national shirts were 
not to be worn.  

Wales, traditionally in red, were 
due to play Ireland, traditionally in 
green. To the colour blind the colours 
are indistinguishable so the Welsh 
would be told to play in black.  

We appreciated that those who 
suffer from colour blindness live with 
this issue but we thought that they 
would have worked out a way to 
differentiate teams. Not like the days 
of watching snooker on a black and 
white TV after all.  

National colours are the things 
populations and armies gravitate 
toward. They are hugely emotional 
symbols too.  

However, it appears as if the 
minority who live in a grey world want 
everyone to live in the same grey world.  

Surely there are solutions to be 
found in design styles or different 
‘colour blind friendly’ shorts rather 
than changing the colours of history in 
the national team shirt but the debate 
doesn’t even get there.  

It seems as if the way to get heard 
today is to be part of a vocal minority; 
majority views are no longer 
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Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 
with a personal touch 

 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property  

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 

by skilled craftsmen using traditional 

carpentry techniques 
 

For wood with wow call  

Alasdair Cunningham on  

01494 890145 or email: 

Office@timbercreationsltd.com 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

 

nine men, named on the cross, who died 
at Fromelles on 19th July 1916. Soil from 
their graves was brought back and is 
buried beneath the plaque. 

For more information on the Battle 
of Fromelles, visit www.thelee.org.uk/
the-lee-in-the-first-world-war-july-1916/ 

Unusually... 
The Lee War Memorial is 

inscribed with the dates 1914 – 1919, 
rather than the more usual 1914 – 
1918. This is because, although the 
fighting finished with the Armistice in 
November 1918, the war did not end 
officially until the Treaty of Versailles 
was signed in 1919; some troops were 
killed or died of their wounds in this 
interim period. 

The memorial has now been looked 
after by the Parish Council for over a 
hundred years; it has an occasional 
clean by a specialist cleaning 
company; the grass immediately 
around the memorial is currently  
kept tidy by a volunteer resident, 
Martin Williams. 

http://www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-in-the-first-world-war-july-1916/
http://www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-in-the-first-world-war-july-1916/
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hours and lots of elbow grease to the 
cause – fuelled, of course, by tea, 
coffee, juice and lots of biscuits. We 
even had a canine helper in the form 
of Homer, a hard-working Labrador, 
who barked encouragement and ran 
alongside a very busy wheelbarrow.  

Multi-generational 
As many locals will know, The 

Lee Cricket Club is part of the fabric 
of village life, with a family-friendly 
ethos that was truly captured at the 
working party. Seeing members from 
multiple generations enjoying the 
satisfaction of contributing to the 
ongoing success of their club is 
intrinsic to its character. Many of our 
older members began playing as 
children, perhaps as pupils at the 
village school, and have seen their 
own sons and daughters participating 
throughout their childhood, diving 
back into the familiarity of a friendly 

The Lee CC 
By Karen Kay 

A 
fter a long and very wet winter, 
members of The Lee Cricket 
Club are very much looking 

forward to warmer days ahead, and the 
joy that is a balmy summer afternoon 
playing in the bucolic surroundings of 
our village ground.  

In preparation for the season 
ahead, an enthusiastic group of 
volunteers held a working party in 
April to spruce up the clubhouse, sort 
kit and tidy up the outfield. We 
enjoyed a record turnout for this 
annual event, with youngsters from the 
age of six through to – ahem – more 
mature stalwarts of the club rolling up 
their sleeves and lending a hand on a 
promisingly dry Saturday. Club 
Chairman, Patrick, was delighted that 
so many people devoted precious 

A busy working party 
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team when home from university or 
back visiting ‘the folks’. 

We have a widely-acknowledged 
reputation across the Chilterns as 
being a welcoming, inclusive club – 
and while we can’t pretend we don’t 
cherish a result in the scorebook, it’s 
certainly not a ‘win at all costs’ 
mentality. We value sportsmanship 
and friendship, and the enjoyment that 
comes with participation – if those 
ingredients add up to a win, well that’s 
a bonus. 

Places and opportunity for all  
Our summer fixtures – weather 

permitting – are now underway and we 
will share some updates with newsletter 
readers over the coming months but 
offer an overview of the club here for 
those who might be interested in joining 
us, whether as a player, a volunteer, or 
even for a pleasant afternoon’s 
spectating on the boundary. 

One of the most popular aspects of 
club life is our Friday evening softball 
‘Kwik cricket’, which offers fun 
coaching for the younger members of 
the community, while the barbecue 
sizzles and the bar is open. This 
weekly session runs throughout the 
summer and is much loved by girls 
and boys alike, who often continue to 
attend and help the coaches with 
activities after they’ve outgrown the 
training. However, it’s equally popular 
with parents, attracting families from 
far beyond the parish, who gather as 
much for the summer socialising at the 
end of the week, lingering beyond 
sunset as children play happily 
outdoors after coaching finishes.  

Saturday mornings are an 
opportunity for the older junior 
members – known as Colts – to hone 
their skills with a hard ball, in the nets 
and with fielding practice. Our junior 
players are looking forward to a season 

vǳŀƭƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ 
wŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

 

Based locally, PVE Construction are 
well known for providing high 
quality work throughout the 

Chilterns and surrounding areas.  
 

We specialise in both residential and 
commercial projects offering a wide 

range of services from individual 
home improvements to complete 

new build management. 
 

Call Phil Easeman on лтттм усоуул 
or visit www.pveconstruction.co.uk 

 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ    wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ   ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ 

{Ihw¢-¢9wa 
w9b¢![{ 

From £445 per week (all inclusive) 
 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ  
ƻǊ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴ  

ŀǘ [ŜŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 
 

aƻǾƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜΚ   
     Completion dates donΩt coincide? 
     House sale falls through? 
     Builders outstaying their welcome? 

 

9ȄǇŜŎǝƴƎ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΚ    
     Need extra accommodation? 

 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ tŜǊƛƻŘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΥ  
ǎƭŜŜǇǎ ŦƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ 

 

¢ŜƭΥ лмпфп уоттфу 
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 
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* "ÒÏ×Î &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 
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φχ 7ÏÏÄÓÉÄÅ 2ÏÁÄ 

(0φ φ!! 
πρτωτ χςχτχτ 

*ÁÓÏÎ "ÒÏ×Î ÈÁÓ ÏÖÅÒ ςυ 

ÙÅÁÒÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÈÅÒÅ 

ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁËÉÎÇ 

ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÁÒÒÁÎÇÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ 

3ÅÒÖÉÎÇ 7ÅÎÄÏÖÅÒȟ !ÙÌÅÓÂÕÒÙȟ !ÍÅÒÓÈÁÍȟ 

4ÈÅ #ÈÁÌÆÏÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁÓȢ 

of league, cup and friendly fixtures, 
usually ‘pairs cricket’ or 20-over 
format, which are held on weekday 
evenings or on a Sunday morning.  

The Chilterns Girls’ Cricket 
Cluster was launched in partnership 
with Chesham CC and Amersham CC 
a couple of years ago, offering an 
opportunity for younger female 
members to play girls-only cricket in 
addition to their mixed-gender club 
cricket. This has proved incredibly 
popular and many of the girls have 
gone on to play women’s cricket as a 
result. The older girls train on Friday 
evenings and have played in local 
girls’ league and cup matches, winning 
the county U13 title in a closely fought 
local derby a couple of years ago. 

Our weekend ‘Open Age’ group 
sides play Saturday and Sunday 
afternoon cricket in local leagues, and 
often include some of the older 

members of the Colts cohort, playing 
alongside family members or simply 
stepping up to sate their passion for the 
game – and show the older folk how 
it’s done! We play at home or at an 
array of lovely grounds across the 
Chilterns and beyond and are a sociable 
group that would welcome a few more 
enthusiastic players in our ranks. 

Our coaches (supporting both 
Friday Kwik Cricket and Saturday hard 
ball sessions) are ECB qualified and 
DBS checked, and we regularly offer 
any willing volunteers the opportunity 
to do ECB courses to become coaches 
or pursue higher level qualifications. 

We also encourage parents and any 
other interested parties to volunteer for 
the club in many ways, whether that’s 
the occasional running of the barbecue 
or bar (we have a rota scheme), 
becoming a First Aider, umpiring, 
scoring (again, Bucks Cricket offer 
courses) or by joining the committee.  

Adding the finishing touches 
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Carpets Ltd 

Carpets, Vinyl and 
Wood Flooring 
Supplied and Fitted 

9-11 Station Approach 
Great Missenden 
01494 862125 

Cromar 

 

Shop at The Lee 

 
For all your daily needs 

 

A community shop, financed and 
run by the village; the shop lies at 

the heart of the parish. 
 
 

Current opening hours: 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m. until 5.00 p.m. 
Saturdays: 8.00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
Sundays: 7.30 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

 
Tel: 01494 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

If you or anyone you know – 
adults, children or teenagers – would 
like to get involved as players, 
whether they’re complete novices or 
are more experienced cricketers 
(however rusty!), we’d love to hear 
from you www.theleecc.org.uk 

 

Supply safari 
By Symeon Economou 

W 
e at Shop at The Lee are 
continuously reviewing the 
range of produce we stock 

to ensure our offering is relevant to 
our particular demographic. The main 
problem with this is that the shop is 
relatively remote and not big enough 
to justify deliveries direct from the 
supplier. The result is that we travel 
far and wide to get around 90% of 
everything we sell. This could not 
happen without the help of over a 
dozen dedicated volunteers. 

We currently purchase much of our 
grocery range from Booker Wholesale 
in High Wycombe. Booker was 
bought by Tesco some 4 or 5 years 
ago and since then the range of 
products for retailers has gradually 
reduced in favour of the catering trade, 
with a consequent negative effect on 
our range. 

Just lately this trend has involved 
gradually replacing many well-known 
brands with the Jack’s brand, a Tesco 
secondary brand. In our opinion the 
Jack’s brand is totally inappropriate to 
Shop at The Lee. 

In the future we will have to go 
even farther afield to get the products 
we want to sell and we now in the 
process of exploring our options. 
While this may cause a bit of 
disruption in the short term the long-
term effect will be that we will have a 
wider choice of products, hopefully by 
brands you know and want. 

about:blank
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The Lee Old Church. The show has 
been specially produced to mark the 
25th anniversary of Lionel Bart’s death 
and traces the meteoric rise and 
subsequent fall of one of Britain’s 
greatest musical songwriters. It 
features songs from Bart’s musicals 
such as Oliver!, Blitz! and Fings Ain’t 
What They Used To Be, as well as 
countless chart topping hits including 
Living Doll, Maggie May, From Russia 
With Love and Little White Bull. 

Tickets are just £20 which include 
wine and canapés and are sure to sell 
out fast. Make sure you don’t miss the 
opportunity to discover the portrait of 
the man behind so many timeless 
classics; call Jilly Carleton-Smith on 
01494 837205 to book your seats for 
this journey through the heights of 
Bart’s success, brought to life by the 
incredible talent of John Barr. 

 

Bridge too far? 

A 
fter West opened 1 East 
went straight to 4NT to check 
for Aces and then Kings: 

 

     W     N      E      S 

     1    pass   4NT   pass 

     5    pass   5NT   pass 

     6      pass      ? 
 

At our table, East then went on to 
bid a grand slam in spades, and it 
made as the clubs split 3:2. A switch 
to 7NT would have scored even better! 

 

Decoding: Love 
is in the air 

Do try and come out this morning.  
With deepest love from me. 
R.P. 

 

[I do hope they managed to meet up. Ed.] 

The Magic of 
Bart’s Music 
By The Lee Old Church Trust 

I 
f you saw the brilliant West End star 
John Barr performing at our Raise 
The Curtain evening last year, he 

needs no further introduction.  

His wonderful rendition of Fagin’s 
Reviewing the Situation from  
the Lionel Bart musical Oliver!, 
among other delights, left us all 
wanting more… 

… so we are delighted to be able to 
announce that he will be back at The 
Lee Old Church on Saturday 1st June  
at 7:30 pm to treat us to some 
wonderful highlights from his 
mesmerising musical play, It’s A Fine 
Life: The Lionel Bart Story. 

John is currently touring theatres 
across the UK with his show but has 
kindly found time to perform for us at 
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The Lee 
Flower Show  
20th July 2024 
By Jonathan Batten 

I 
ncluded with this newsletter you 
will find your personal copy of the 
Flower Show schedule which has 

been kindly delivered to your domicile 
by the newsletter distributors.  

Put on your solar eclipse glasses, 
so that the bright colours don’t 
overwhelm you, and prepare to be 
dazzled by the quality and width of 
opportunities laid out before you.  

Channel Rodgers and Hammerstein 
and think: 

Ev’rythin’s up to date and really 
purdy 

They’ve gone about as fur as they 
c’n go 

Well, we’ve updated all we can 
with the schedule for this year and our 
thanks go to Kerry Binding of 
Ballinger for his help and expertise to 
get us there. 

Take your time to read it; keep it 
on your kitchen table, on your bedside 
cabinet, in your potting shed or in your 
greenhouse for whenever you have a 
spare moment. 

Classes for all 
How about your vegetables, fruit 

or cultivated flowers?  
If you like pot plants, but haven’t 

already got a prize specimen, don’t 
panic, go out and buy one by 20th 
May, feed it, read it articles from the 
newsletter, watch it grow and enter it.  

Take a tip from Constance Spry or 
Julia Clements to inspire you to 
prepare for the floral art classes. Not 
so many of you try these so why not 
resolve to do so this year? 

 

&ÙÌÈÛɯ,ÐÚÚÌÕËÌÕ 

2Ü××ÖÙÛÌËɯ+ÐÝÐÕÎ 
 

 ɯÞÈÙÔȮɯÍÙÐÌÕËÓàȮɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ

ÌÓËÌÙÓàȮɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÊÛÜÙÌÚØÜÌɯÊÌÕÛÙÌɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÌɯÝÐÓÓÈÎÌȭ 

"ÖÔÌɯÈÕËɯÛÈÒÌɯÈɯÓÖÖÒɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÍÖÙɯ

àÖÜÙÚÌÓÍɯÈÕËɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÊÏÈÛɯÞÐÛÏ 

ɯ"ÈÙÖÓɯ+ÈÜËÌÙ-1ÖÚÚɯȹ,ÈÕÈÎÌÙȺ 

3ÌÓȯɯƔƕƘƝƘɯƜƚƙƔƖƚɯ 

ÖÙɯÌÔÈÐÓɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÉÙÖÊÏÜÙÌɯ

ÔÈÕÈÎÌÙɑÈÍÎÔȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

%ÐÕËɯÖÜÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÖÕɯÖÜÙɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌ 

ÞÞÞȭÈÉÉÌàŗÌÓËȭÊÖÔ 

Cookery classes are open to all – 
make the delicious Orange and Almond 
Torte recipe on page 17 of the schedule 
for class 75,  amongst the other 
delights.  

Handicrafts give scope for all types 
of skills and the wide-ranging 
photographic subjects lay down a 
challenge to everyone with a camera 
or a phone. 

Please encourage your children 
and grandchildren to join in – there 
are classes for all age groups and 
special classes for Lee Common 
School to enjoy. 

We welcome allcomers 
If you know someone who lives 

slightly outside the local area, defined 
in Rule 1, there is no need for them to 
feel left out of the fun. There are 
Visitors Classes open to all enabling 
their competitive spirit to run free. 
Get hold of an extra copy of the 
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Swan Bottom based glazing 
company specialising in 
Replacement UPVC Double 

Glazed Units 
 

Repairs to UPVC Windows & Doors 
(hinges, handles, draught seals,  

jammed sashes) 
Splashbacks/Mirrors 

Glazing Repairs 
 

нпκт 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ Ψ.ƻŀǊŘ-¦ǇΩ  
/ŀƭƭ hǳǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

Tel: Macauley Hearn 01494 919015 
Mob: 07889 786895 

E: macauley@contractaglaze.co.uk  

schedule, pass it on to them and 
encourage them to enter. 

What does this all add up to on the 
day? A sense of achievement in honest 
competition and, of course, points. 
What do points mean? Points mean 
prizes and particular collections of the 
most points means silverware which 
you can proudly display on your 
mantelpiece for the next year! 

If, as we expect, your copy of the 
schedule becomes too dog eared and 
worn from constant study then go to The 
Lee website www.thelee.org.uk/ follow 
the links to the flower show pages to 
view and download what you need. 

...and later live with 
Shakedown  

Tickets are £25 each for The Lee 
Flower Show Dance and will go on sale 
from 24th May – be there or be square!
[Ticketing details are in Dear Diary on 
page 30. Ed.] 

The Lee’s role 
in  the NHS 
By Carol Addison 

T 
he NHS was launched on 5th 
July 1948 and most of the 
credit went to Aneurin (Nye) 

Bevan, the Labour Minister of Health. 
He lived in nearby Asheridge with his 
wife, Jennie Lee, who was also a 
Labour MP.  

However, in 1944 it was the 
Conservative Minister of Health, 
Henry Willink, who first set out the 
guidelines for the NHS. At that time 
Henry, his wife and four children lived 
by The Lee Green. They apparently 
occupied a semi-detached house which 
had a croquet lawn. 

Henry Willink, MP 

The Willinks celebrated VJ Day in 
August 1945 by inviting their 
neighbours to a huge bonfire party in 
Piddington’s Orchard, at Church 
Farm, The Lee. 

http://www.thelee.org.uk
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Mervynôs 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 
CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 
Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ôphone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

Lee 
Common 
School 
By Catherine May 

I 
t was a busy and fun lead up to the 
Easter holidays for the children of 
Lee Common School. In Science 

Week all the children enjoyed 
focusing their minds on the science 
we see around us, with a specific look 
at ‘time’. In Larks and Wrens, the 
children made simple cup phones to 
help their understanding of how sound 
can travel. They also planted potatoes 
which they will continue to nurture 
and observe over time. Robins and 
Swallows discussed different concepts 
linking to time that we can explore 
through science – life cycles, 
hibernation, evolution and the 
seasons. The children then created 
posters to be entered into the Science 
Week competition. 

People who help us 
Following on from the visit by 

firefighters as part of learning about 
People Who Help Us (mentioned last 
month), Larks and Wrens had visits 
from the police and the Post Office 
and visited the village shop. The 
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Blessed 
connections 
By Diana Taylor 

W 
hilst the world is in turmoil 
many people here continue 
to count our blessings. 

Most of us feel safe in our 
‘Hilltops’ and cherish the friendship 
that we encounter. In an almost unique 
situation, we generally feel we belong. 
Enjoying the happy, busy times is easy 
and as so many of us know so many 
others it is also easy to smile and greet 
one another regardless of the season or 
the unpredictable weather. 

I wanted to pay tribute to those 
who are feeling less like smiling. 
There are several in our midst 
enduring the arduous journey of 
bereavement. There are also those who 
are anxious regarding the wellbeing of 
their loved ones or suffering fear or 
uncertainty regarding their own health. 

With such reflections I wrote the 
following poem. I was absolutely 
stumped for a title so thanks to the 
editorial team for giving the poem a 
name with which we all send love and 
best wishes to those who will 
recognise its purpose. 

 

Spring’s silent healing 
 

Here amid ‘The Hilltops’ the raining 
time is less 
Now, Robin spares no effort all day long 
And in the holly tree a rare thrush 
boasts his freckled chest 
Whilst blackbird gives full throttle to 
his evening song 
 

Horses are dressed before their daily 
ride 
Though crossing wettest mud, their 
pace is slow 
The smell of wood smoke still entices 
us inside 

children loved hearing about different 
jobs, inspecting vehicles and scanning 
shopping. Thank you very much to all 
everyone involved.  

Mrs Jenks also came into Larks and 
Wrens classes and helped the children 
plant seeds for the tubs in the front 
playground, while Robins and 
Swallows visited the allotments during 
Forest School. They discovered 
flowers, feathers, insects and looked 
(from a distance!) at the local bee hives.  

Well done again to the School 
Council for organising our very first 
Dance-a-thon! £948.56 has been raised 
in total, which also includes donations 
from cake sales, the Christmas 
performance collection and a donation 
from the School Governors. Thank 
you to everyone who has supported us 
in raising this fantastic amount, we 
will ask the children what they would 
like to spend the money on and let you 
know. The children and their families 
have also supported Comic Relief, 
raising £130 on Red Nose Day by 
coming to school in something red.  

As I write we are coming to the 
end of the Easter holidays, school re-
opens next week and there is lots for 
the children to look forward to in the 
summer term, including a Wild Woods 
Day at Ashridge for Larks and Wrens 
and sports festivals for Wrens, Robins 
and Swallows. 
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Whilst evening stays chill beneath the 
sunset’s glow 
 

Long have we awaited spring and 
now she shows 
Magnolia, camelia, tulip and daffodil 
The morning sunlight on fresh 
cobwebs glows 
And Bumble Bee is humming with the 
thrill 
 

It seems as if, despite our desperation, 
When all looked dark, felt cold and 
brought despair 
Nature worked with determination 
For all her offerings of future life to air 
 

And thus it is for those who are 
bereaved 
Their dark days never seem to end 
Can promises that time will heal be 
believed? 
Can there be a flash of spring some 
joy to lend? 
 

Centuries of asking have these 
questions tossed 
No one can answer for the ones who 
wait 
Whilst looking for something which 
they know is lost 
Remain with tears in cold and wintery 
state 
 

We other in ‘The Hilltops’ cannot guess 
When we meet hurting hearts beneath 
brave faces 
What effort each day claims from 
their distress 
To disguise their grief and camouflage 
its traces 
 

Yet each of us has great potential 
powers 
Some kindness or a smile to lend 
To lift another’s darkness, as spring 
with flowers 
And simply be an unexpected friend. 
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Call Tim Simmons  
THE VERMINATOR 

07734 649305 
0808 1972 730 

verminatoruk.com  |  info@verminatoruk.com 
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/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ƻǳƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ  лтутф упофрр 
www.TheCoreConnection.co.uk 

¢ƘŜ [ŜŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ Iŀƭƭ 
  Tuesday mornings at 9:00 am - 10:00 am 
 Wednesday  evenings at 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
 Thursday mornings at 9:00 am - 10:00 am 

.ŀƭƭƛƴƎŜǊ ²ŀǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ Iŀƭƭ 
Monday mornings at 9:15 am - 10:15 am 

  Friday mornings at 9:15 am - 10:15 am 

The Lee Parish 
Council update 
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk,  

The Lee Parish Council 

Grass and hedge cutting 

W 
ith effect from the beginning 
of April 2024, the parish 
council has changed 

contractors for both grass and hedge 
cutting. A programme of regular and 
ad hoc work has been agreed with the 
new contractors. 

Tactical Management Ltd is the new 
grass cutting contractor and although 
their start was delayed by the wet 
weather, regular cutting has now begun. 
However, because of parked vehicles, 
they have had some difficulties 
entering / leaving the council’s land 
through the gate off Oxford Street and 

we have written to local residents to see 
if a solution to this can be found. 

RG Bunce have been contracted 
for the next hedge-cutting season. 

Playground maintenance. 
Visitors to the children’s 

playground will have noticed some 
temporary fencing and ‘Keep Out’ 
signs which have had to be erected in 
part of the playground area. This is 
because sections off the bank have 
become eroded by rainfall and footfall, 
and remedial work is now needed. The 
council is seeking to appoint a 
contractor to undertake this work as 
soon as possible.  

Meanwhile, please would you 
remind all visitors to the playground to 
‘Keep Out’ of the affected areas. 

Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting (APM) 

this year will be held on Tuesday 7th May 
at 7:00 pm at the Parish Hall. This 
meeting, although organised by the parish 
council, is a meeting of all residents of 
the parish and anyone may speak. This 
year we are focussing on HS2’s local 
impact. (See next article.) 

Ride Chartridge 
On Sunday 12th May the annual 

Ride Chartridge event is being held and 
(not surprisingly) all the routes will 
pass at some point through The Lee.  

One route comes down from St 
Leonards and turns left at the 
crossroads, whilst three other routes 
come up from Ballinger and turn right 
onto Chartridge Lane. All are in the 
final stages of the ride, so the cyclists 
are likely to be more spread out when 
they arrive. 

The event has taken place 
successfully in previous years… but 
do keep an extra special, sharp look 
out on 12th May. Full details are on 
www.ridechartridge.com 

about:blank
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HS2: local 
social value 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

W 
hen the HS2 project was 
originally approved, the 
government recognised that 

it would have significant indirect 
effects on many communities along 
the route, who would not be eligible 
for any direct compensation through 
land purchase or other mitigation 
schemes associated with the project. 
To partly address this, it therefore put 
in place two new national funds: 

• Community and Environment 
Fund (CEF) 

• Business and Local Economy 
Fund (BLEF) 

At the local level, the government 
also encouraged HS2’s Main Works 
Contractors (in our case ALIGN and 
EKFB) to offer local social value / 
community support projects.  

The CEF scheme 
This scheme was introduced by the 

Government at the start of the project 
to support significant ‘legacy value’ 
projects in areas affected by the 
construction of the HS2 railway. 

The Lee Parish Council was quick 
out of the blocks on this scheme and 
secured funding for the replacement of 
the children’s fort at the Lee Common 
playground (£44,000). Many other 
schemes have also been funded along 
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• scrub reduction at a farm 
environment project 

• foodbank contributions 
• painting at schools, community 

halls, etc 
• fencing 
• marshalling at fayres / events 
• litter picks. 

the route, including the largest to date 
at Wendover Woods (£450,000) as 
well as much smaller projects such as 
one at Ballinger Cricket Club 
(£4,540). The question now for The 
Lee residents is: 
Is there scope for another CEF 

project in The Lee parish? 
If so, what and where? 

Main Works Contractors 
The local HS2 Main Works 

Contractors (MWCs) also continue to 
seek opportunities for ‘community 
engagement’ and projects that add 
local ‘social value’. They have already 
worked on many community projects 
in Great Missenden, Wendover, Little 
Missenden and other parishes along 
the line, including: 

• primary and nursery school projects 
• sandbags for flood relief 
• Bucks’ charities 

Painting at schools and community halls 

Marshalling at the Amersham Christmas Market 

 

The Lee Parish Council has had 
several discussions with the local 
Main Works Contractors (MWCs) 
about social value projects in The Lee 
parish. This includes: 

• projects at Lee Common School 
• deer-proof fencing at the 

allotments 
• safety matting at the children’s 

playground 
• ‘re-puddling’ of a village pond. 
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However, for a variety of reasons, 
these ideas have not been progressed, 
although contributions have been 
made by the MWCs to, for example, 
The Lee Flower Show raffle and the 
King’s Coronation celebration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAIR SERVICES 
Ladies cut and finish       £35 
Gents cut                 £12 
Children             From £12 
 

COLOURING SERVICES 
Full head of highlights      £65 
Half head of highlights      £48 
T section of highlights      £35 
Root regrowth            £25 
 
Have your hair done in the 
comfort of your own home 

 

I provide a professional service 
at a time convenient to you 

 

10 plus years experience 
including courses at Vidal 

Sassoon 
 

For more 
information, 
advice or to 
book an 

appointment, 
please contact 
Juliette on 
07403 227878 

So, the second question for 
residents is: 
How would we like the MWCs to 

add social value in The Lee parish? 
What sort of ideas and where? 

Annual Parish Meeting 
With these questions in mind, we 

invite residents to come to the Annual 
Parish Meeting on May 7th with some 
new (or old) social value / community 
support ideas to be considered.  

We have also invited community 
engagement / social value managers 
from ALIGN and EKFB to join us that 
evening, not to talk generally about the 
project or its progress but specifically 
to listen to any ideas put forward and 
then follow-up any relevant / feasible 
ideas through the usual channels. 

So do come along, with your 
answers to the above questions, to the 
Parish Hall on 7th May at 7:00 pm.  

[The meeting is being scheduled to 
last no more than one hour. The usual 
Parish Council Meeting is scheduled to 
follow-on afterwards.]  

Meanwhile… 
For the latest updates on works in 

the local area visit www.hs2.org.uk/in-
your-area/map/  

Whip planting 

about:blank
about:blank
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 Prepared-
Lee 
By Enzo D’Alessandro 

W 
e went on a hike for the first 
session after Easter; not a 
special event, I suppose, 

considering it’s a common thing to do 
for Scouts, but it was a different hike 
compared to normal. Normally we’d 
use maps and compasses, discussing 
the techniques needed for successful 
orienteering. The Scouts pore over the 
crumpled maps, try their best to work 
out where we are and where we’re 
going – with the new Scouts 
inevitably needing help to get back on 
the path (I should add that we do have 
an award-winning orienteering team!). 

One of the most common 
comments I get from the Scouts on 

such hikes is “what’s the point of all 
this – I have a phone in my pocket 
with maps and a compass, why can’t I 
just use that?”. Why indeed…  

This time we did use mobile 
phones. We discussed the merits and 
demerits of using such devices for 
orienteering, but also referenced the 
maps and looked at the way the 
system works. 

Purists might find this horrifying: 
Scouts using mobile phones instead of 
maps?!? Well, yes: one has to be 
realistic, and it’s much more likely 
that one would have to use a phone 
rather than a map – we leaders use 
apps to plan hikes. 

Critical judgement 
What is important is to put tools in 

context: new tools will always be 
available, and the trick is to maintain 
the critical judgment so important in 
everything in life. Using a phone 
without knowing how to read a map 
makes you dependent on the phone 
rather than your judgement (remember 
the first SatNav devices and people 
driving into rivers etc?). We show the 
Scouts that they can apply this 
principle to anything: by all means, 
use what life gives you – but use your 
judgment at all times. 

 

Keyless car 
thefts 
By Thames Valley Police 

W 
e understand that there has 
been a spate of keyless car 
thefts all over south 

Buckinghamshire.  
This entails offenders using key 

cloning equipment, which will pick up 
the key fob signal from inside a 

 

The Cock & Rabbit 
and Caf® au Lee 

 

Now open: 
 

* Tuesday to Saturday from 9:00 am; 
Sunday from 10:00 am.  

* Serving coffee, teas, cakes and a 
   small selection of tasty food until 
   4:30 pm.  
* Bar open from midday for real 
   ales, lagers, wine and spirits. 

 

Telephone: 01494 837540 
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victim’s home. This allows thieves to 
access and steal cars without 
physically having the key, making it 
quicker and easier for offenders than 
traditional car theft.  

If you have a keyless car, we 
recommend you store your car key fob 
in a signal blocker, this is the most 
effective solution to prevent this 
manner of car theft.  

Signal blockers are available from 
the Neighbourhood Watch Association 
(NHW). You can email them regarding 
this at office@wdnhwatch.plus.com  

 

A typical signal blocker 
 

Also, if you have not already done 
so, please consider investing in CCTV 
or Ring-type doorbells that will cover 
your driveway and spot intruders. 

For further information on crime 
prevention advice and how you can 
help in keeping yourself and your 
community safe, you can also visit 
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/cp/crime
-prevention 

Please report any suspicious 
activity to the police on 101 or on the 
TVP website, or 999 if an emergency. 

Your local friendly 
Osteopathic Practice, 
set in the beautiful 
Chiltern Countryside. 
 

Everyone at the Chiltern Osteopathics 
Practice is committed to providing the 
highest standards of osteopathic care for 
the treatment of all back and joint problems. 
 

For over twenty years, our practice has 
continued to provide each patient with the 
most appropriate and effective treatment in 
order to reduce the risk of reoccurrence 
and aggravation. 
 

The aim of working with each patent is to 
obtain the maximum benefit out of the 
minimum number of treatment sessions. 
 

Please contact us for an initial consultation. 
Private parking is freely available. 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Babies and Toddlers Group 

Sophie Underwood, 07970 022190  
Ballinger Hall Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Katharine Hersee 
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary: 
jennywooding@btconnect.com 

The fastest way to let everyone in the 
parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

May 
Thursday 2nd. The Lee village walk. 
9:30 am at The Old Swan. 
Tuesday 7th. The Lee Annual Parish 
Meeting. 7:00 pm at the Parish Hall, 
followed by The Lee Parish Council 
Meeting. See page 24. 
Saturday 11th. Something Different at 
Shop at The Lee. 7:30 pm.  
Sunday 12th. Ride Chartridge. See page 24.  
Friday 24th. Tickets go on sale for 
The Lee Flower Show Dance, at Shop 
at The Lee or at the-lee-flower-show-
dance.sumupstore.com  or by email to 
theleeflowershowdance@gmail.com  
Thursday 30th. Arts Society Ballinger.  
‘The Fall into Knowledge’, Mary Sharp.  

Church Services 
St John the Baptist, The Lee 
Sunday 5th. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at The Old Church. 8:00 am. 
Sunday 5th. Family Service at the New 
Church. 11:00 am. 
Thursday 9th. Ascension Day Communion 
(CW) at the New Church. 5:00 pm. 
Sunday 12th. Parish Communion 
(CW) at the New Church. 11:00 am. 
Sunday 19th. Holy Communion 
(BCP) at the Old Church. 8:00 am. 
Sunday 19th. United Benefices 
Pentecost Celebration at St Leonards 
Church. 10:00 am. 
Sunday 26th. Parish Communion 
(CW) at the New Church. 11:00 am. 

St Mary’s, Ballinger 
Sunday 5th. Informal Communion 
9:30 am followed by refreshments. 
Friday 10th. Coffee mornings resume 
from 10:30 am. 

Coming Soon 
Saturday 1st June. Macmillan Cancer 
Support Table-Top Sale. 10:00 am to 
12:00 noon outside Missenden Library 
Saturday 1st June. The Magic of 
Bartôs Music. 7:30 pm at The Lee Old 
Church. See page 14. 
Thursday 6th June. The Lee village 
walk. 9:30 am on The Lee Green. 
Saturday 8th June. Ballinger Hall 
Centenary Celebration event. 
Saturday 15th June. The Lee Church 
Fête on The Lee Green. Full details 
next month. 
Wednesday 26th June (tbc). The Lee 
Parish Council Meeting. 7:30 pm at 
the Parish Hall. 
Thursday 27th June. Arts Society 
Ballinger.  ‘From Claridges Hotel to 
the London Underground’. Pamela 
Campbell Johnston.  

Thursday 4th July. The Lee village 
walk. 9:30 am on The Lee Green. 
Thursday 4th July. AGM of The Lee 
Old Church Trust. 7:30 pm via Zoom. 
Saturday 20th July. The Lee Flower 
Show and Dance at The Lee Manor 
Park. See page 19. 

http://www.the-lee-flower-show-dance.sumupstore.com
http://www.the-lee-flower-show-dance.sumupstore.com
mailto:theleeflowershowdance@gmail.com
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The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parish… and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome letters and articles of 
interest and relevance to The Lee. 
Copy should be sent to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
the month before publication. 

Letters should ideally run to no more 
than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise in the newsletter or 
place an insert, please contact Hannah 
Lane at hannahcmlane@gmail.com or 
on 07747 114640, by the 12th of the 
previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com 

For queries regarding distribution 
contact Phil Harrison on 837469. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Ruth Fowler, Mary Godfrey, Liz 
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller,  
Colin Sully and Louise Wadsworth. 

Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham. 
01494 778053. 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 

Lee Common C of E School 
School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

Lee Common Scouts 
Group Scout Leader, Chris Nevill; 
864881, gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Scouts, Enzo D’Alessandro; 
scouts@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Beavers, Karen Bruton; 
beavers@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Cubs, James Bruton; 
cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk 

Shop at The Lee 
Symeon Economou, 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

St John the Baptist Church, The Lee 
Vicar: Revd Chris Haywood, 837566 
Churchwarden: Trevor Pearce, 837601 
Treasurer: David Stephenson, 867617 

St Maryôs Church, Ballinger 
Associate Wardens: Anne Ellis, 
837247 and Maggi Cameron, 864790 
or maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk 

Tennis Court @ Parish Hall 
Bookings: Pippa Hart 07785 323232 
(ideally WhatsApp) 

The Arts Society Ballinger 
Contact: Susanne Baker, 864893 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 
www.theleecc.org.uk:  
Secretary: Mike Harris 07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450 

The Lee Newsletter 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com 

The Lee Old Church Trust 
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 

The Lee Parish Council  
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 07704 909324  
clerk@thelee.org.uk 
www.thelee.org.uk/pc  

The Lee Parish Hall Committee 
Bookings: Pippa Hart, 837340 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

To book the Parish Hall  
 

ôphone Pippa Hart on 837340 or 
 
 

07785 323232  
 

Rates 
Mon-Fri - Ã15 per hour 
Sat/Sun - Ã17 per hour 
Bank Holiday - Ã17 per hour 
 

Car park only - Ã10 
Crockery/Cutlery Ã15 
(hire outside of hall) 

http://www.thelee.org.uk
mailto:hannahcmlane@gmail.com
mailto:battenjonathan@hotmail.com


The Wye Partnership gained their knowledge and developed their expertise within the most successful 

estate agents in High Wycombe. On witnessing the take over of these long established companies by 

nationwide chains we recognised the need for the retention of a local and independent service. Our recent 

merger makes the enlarged Partnership the strongest Independent in South Bucks and The Chilterns! 
 

All the partners have invested their own money into the Wye Residential Partnership and all truly believe 

that our business will be built on delivering excellent service to our clients. This means you can be 

confident that we will deliver on all aspects of Estate Agency in an honest, open and transparent way. 

 

If you are looking to buy, sell or let in High Wycombe or the surrounding Chiltern villages then 

contact an estate agency that is motivated by your success and talk to The Wye Partnership. 

Hazlemere 
01494 711 284 

hazlemere@wyeres.co.uk 

Great Missenden 
01494 868 000 

missenden@wyecountry.co.uk 

Lettings High Wycombe 
01494 358 358 

lettings@wyeres.co.uk 

High Wycombe 
01494 451 300 

wycombe@wyeres.co.uk 

Naphill 
01494 565 555 

naphill@wyecountry.co.uk 

Lettings Great Missenden 
01494 864 225 

lettings@wyecountry.co.uk 

Prestwood 
01494 868 000 

prestwood@wyecountry.co.uk 

Stokenchurch 
01494 509 377 

stokenchurch@wyeres.co.uk 

Associated 
Park Lane Office 
0203 368 8472 


