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From the Editor 
By Phil Harrison 

L 
ast monthôs edition prompted 
letters, debate and reaction, in 
particular to Joe Kingôs article 

about minority voices and the silent 
majority. It is appropriate for some 
further comment.  
Over the years the newsletter has 

had various contributors penning 
articles under a pseudonym about 
aspects of life in the village, the 
countryside and beyond. The articles 
have, in varying degrees, been 
provocative, humorous, tongue in 
cheek and silly. The newsletter has a 
number of purposes, including to act as 
a social record of the community, to 
inform regarding dates, events and 
local impacts (e.g. HS2), to entertain 
and to feature achievements. It doesnôt 
aim to be bland and boring but equally 
it doesnôt aim to cause distress or upset 
and we apologise if that has happened. 
Joe King will continue to 

contribute and try to be better at living 
up to his name. 
June is a special month this year 

with the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day 
landings in Normandy. These were 
something that contributed to freedoms 
such as liberty, free speech and the 
right of assembly that we enjoy today; 
freedoms which are constantly under 
threat and pressure. 
A new section this edition is 

something called óMilestonesô and is 

about milestones that have been 
reached in the month. To start us off 
there are two that are institutional 
(pages 14 and 21) and one that is 
deeply personal (page 13). If you are 
aware of any such milestones, please 
let the editor know at the email 
address below. 
Any thoughts or objections about 

any of the articles, or contributions for 
Julyôs edition, should be sent to the 
editor, Jonathan Batten, by 12th June at 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com please. 

Your letters 
Joe King 
To the Editor 

Two things struck me re the latest 
missive from Joe King, around colour-
blindness and the balance between 
majorities and minorities. First, the 
question of whether one ñsuffersò 
from colour-blindness? Barnaby 
Usborne, when commiserated with by 
his daughter Helen, my partner, that he 
would never experience seeing the 
beautiful contrast of red holly berries 
and green leaves, responded that he 
felt sad she would never truly 
appreciate the difference between the 

Once youôve read it, 
why not return this 
Newsletter to Shop at 
The Lee for someone 
else to enjoy? 

mailto:theleenewsletter@gmail.com
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top of the holly leaf and its underside. 
His grandchildren can appreciate that 
difference. But yes, they can also fail 
to spot which is the red hold on the 
climbing wall, and, yes, on occasion, I 
make sure they look carefully at the 
patterns on the opposition rugby shirts. 

Second, colour blindness is 
perhaps a good example of how we 
can struggle to understand the 
experiences and lives of others. As a 
white, non-disabled, middle-aged, 
middle-class, heterosexual man, with 
an employer that runs active diversity 
schemes, I have heard from people of 
other colours, abilities, ages, class-
backgrounds, sexuality and gender 
identification. If that makes me 
understand, just a little more, their 
lives, it doesnôt seem such a burden, 
and since my own children could 
easily be members of most of those 
minorities, I have a stake in this. 

Back to rugby shirts. Changing 
them to accommodate the colour-
blind, what next? Large-print books, 
wide-access kissing gates, induction 
hearing loops, ramps not stairs? Where 
oh where will it all end? In a kinder 
society perhaps. 

Mark Braley 
Lee Common 

To the Editor 

Whilst a sense of humour is always 
appreciated, and of course both 
minority AND majority views should 
be heard ï it is a bit much when 
anonymous contributors are able to 
freely write prejudiced articles in a 
community newsletter that should be 
about inclusion and sharing our 
positive thoughts with local people 
from many different walks of life. 
Although not colour blind 

personally, various family members 
suffer from this condition, which does 
affect all sorts of aspects of their lives. 
We humbly suggest that Mr Joe King 
should raise his head above the 
parapet and invite comments from 
others with varying perspectives. He 
might start to consider life in shades of 
grey as well as black and white and 
indeed in glorious technicolour. 
P.S. Toff 
Hunts Green 
[Authorôs pseudonym used by request.] 

To the Editor 

I have been holding back for the past 
few editions of the parish newsletter, 
being proudly and perhaps typically 
British, I really did not wish to make an 
unseemly fuss nor indulge in feeble 
wrangling over deliberately provocative 
comments made in the evidently now 
regular article published in your 
community missive by the presumably 
rather publicity shy Mr Joe King. 
However, their latest rant 

undeniably nudged the dial ï call it a 
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patriotic sense of abhorrence when 
confronted with an injustice, a distaste 
for blatant dissembling and limply 
passive pettifogging. These shoddily 
manufactured and incoherent prejudices 
masquerading as cosy chats in the snug 
should not be reported in your magazine 
even if it is only to provoke a reaction. I 
am a reasonable person and like to think 
I share this wonderful village with many 
like-minded folk and I live a 
conservative life, proud of my country 
however troublesome its attempts to 
evolve with modern life may be. 
I do not believe these articles 

reflect the fair and balanced people 
that I know who live and thrive here. 
Typically for this rheumy-eyed 
individual, they prefer to remain 
anonymous, understanding the 
insidious nature of the comments they 
purport to represent. It is a well-
recognised measure of any civilised 
nation that they treat minorities with 
empathy, compassion, and respect. It 
is also imperative if we are to maintain 
the unique fabric of this colourful 
nation that we fully understand the 
corrosive nature of such comments 
even and maybe especially when made 
in jest. Iôm afraid, to quote Paul 
Simon, I donôt find this stuff amusing 
any more. Never did. 
John Bull 
Lee Common 
[Authorôs pseudonym used by request.] 

Lee frog freeway fieldwork 
update 
To the Editor 

Many thanks to the frog patrol team. 
We had fun helping our little 
amphibian friends. 
Also, Don Stone kindly submitted 

our data to the County Records Office. 
The data during the frog patrol, which 
ran from 21st February to 26th March 
2024, shows a total of 26 lives saved 

(and 18 deaths), including 21 frogs, 
toad and newts. 

Well done to all folks in the frog 
team. It is clearly worth doing next 
year. Special thanks to all those who 
helped and supported us. 
Next year we hope to start earlier 

in time for the first wave of 
amphibian crossings.  
Also, we had the idea of working 

with Lee Common School to help 
design ñdrive with cautionò frog 

about:blank
about:blank


4 

crossing signs. More on that to follow 
and ideas of sponsorship to produce 
the signs would be welcomed. 
It is an amazing feeling helping 

save a few frogs and the small impact 
this has. So what are you waiting for 
frog lovers... sign up for next year. 
Giles Robertson 
Lee Common 

75th Anniversary 
To the Editor 

We would like to thank Pippa Hart, 
Jacqui Kean, The Lee Parish Hall 
Committee and everyone who helped 
to make the 75th Anniversary opening 
of The Lee Parish Hall Tea Party such 
a great success. 
We had a really enjoyable 

afternoon. It was lovely to see so 
many long-time residents past and 
present. My aunt Margaret Durling, 
being the daughter of one of the 
original trustees, was given the honour 
of cutting the beautiful cake. 
Many thanks from us all. 

Lynda Pearce 
Lee Common 

To the Editor 

The Parish Hall looked amazing 
bedecked with 75th Anniversary 
bunting and guests enjoyed a splendid 
tea party. For once the Hall was the 
star of the show and was looking good 
at 75! Memories were shared and new 
ones made. Many thanks to Pippa Hart 
and Jacqui Kean and the cake bakers 
and sandwich makers. 
Trish Swain 
Chartridge 

Lost Time Capsule 
To the Editor 

At the 75th Anniversary party for the 
Parish Hall, various photos, plans and 
articles were brought by the guests, 
one of which was about the now 
defunct Lee WI. 

In 2000 The Lee WI buried a time 
capsule, planted a tree and dedicated a 
bespoke carved stone with the WI 
insignia between the Hall and the 
tennis courts, where the shrubs are 
now. Betty Fowler is pictured holding 
the WI stone, with the letters forming 
part of a tree. 

At some point, a temporary shop in 
a Portakabin was erected on that area; 
apparently the above items were 
relocated, but alas their whereabouts 
are now a mystery. 
If you have information, Iôd be 

very grateful if you could email me at 
swaino@icloud.com 
Trish Swain 
Chartridge 

The Lee 
Flower Show  
Saturday 20th July 2024 
By Jonathan Batten 

E 
very man, woman and child 
living in the Parish and outlying 
areas will have now received 

their copy of the Flower Show schedule 
delivered personally to their door. 
If you havenôt seen it there are 

spare copies with Bryony Dilworth 
and at the shop, or if you prefer to 
work from a screen then go to the 

mailto:swaino@icloud.com
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village website at www.thelee.org.uk/ 
and follow the links to the Flower 
Show pages. 
Do please take the time to read it 

through to see which classes you and 
your family can enter. There are a 
multitude of choices all designed for 
your enjoyment and to challenge you a 
little. If you need any help with, or 
have questions about, your entries call 
Alison on our dedicated help line 
01494 837529.  
Think about all those exhibits that 

you could, and should, be ready to 
enter. Join in and feel how the Flower 
Show effect can make a real difference 
to your lives. 
The committee is now in the 

process of organising the fun for the 
day: the music and laughter, the heat 
and the dust, the stalls and the 
sideshows, the beer and the teas, the 
cups and the prizes, the field and the 
parking, the dogs and the barking, the 
sun and no rain or wind this year... 
If any of you would like to 

experience that extra thrill of helping 
on the day, or leading up to it, do 
please call me on 01494 837450.  

Ready, set, 
dance! 
By Mina Hynds 

A 
fter last yearôs sell out event, 
make a day and a night of it with 
the unmissable social of the 

year! Dance along with the Shakedown 
band, back by popular demand. 
Donôt miss out, round up your 

friends, families, colleagues and 
neighbours. Celebrating a birthday, 
anniversary or any special occasion? 
What better way to party; we provide 
the idyllic venue and entertainment for 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/


6 

 

a!w¢Lb ¢I9 aL[Ya!b [¢5 
¸ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŘŀƛǊȅƳŀƴ 9ǎǘ мфуф 
5ƻƻǊǎǘŜǇ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴƛƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ 

 

          ¢ƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭΥ 

        лмппн уоофпп 
       tƘƻƴŜǎ ƳŀƴƴŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  
            пǇƳ-сǇƳ aƻƴ-CǊƛ 

When South counted 21 HCPs and 
partner responded, a game seemed a 
certainty. However Westôs heart 
overcall meant East, with 5-card 
support in hearts, could jump to game. 

   W     N     E     S 

         pass    pass   1 

   1      2      4      ? 

What could South do next? See page 34. 

Annual 
bluebell walk 
By Charlotte Reynolds 

M 
ay brings bluebells to the 
ancient beech woods, 
threaded throughout the 

parish, so the monthly Village Walk 
headed off in search of their heady 
scent and glorious intense blue. 
Following a dramatic night of 

thunder and rain, wellies and walking 
sticks were very much required. 20 
hardy walkers and numerous dogs set 
off into the blue, ably led by Liz Ford. 
The endless mud and squelchy 

ground slowed progress but even in the 
low-light, misty conditions the 
ethereality of the blue blooms layered 
under the bright lime of the newly 
unfurling leaves was stunning. The 
display seems better than ever this year 
with spreading carpets of bluebells 
almost as far as the eye can see.  
Having begun our walk from the 

car park of The Old Swan, with their 
kind permission, on our return, we 
were treated to a very restorative 
coffee and cake in the enviably 
beautiful garden of Judy and Tim Hart, 
just across the road. 
Much exchanging of news and 

views and the four miles walked made 
for a very cheery morning despite the 
unseasonal gloom.  

you. All party sizes: groups, couples, 
singles welcomed and accommodated. 
Tables seat up to 12. 
Planning is in full swing, tickets 

are already on sale, book early to 
avoid disappointment! Tickets can be 
purchased at Shop at the Lee or 
directly from Liz and Mina at 
theleeflowershowdance@gmail.com 

Bridge too far? 
By Kathryn Dickinson et al 

A 
s North then East passed on the 
bidding, they each hoped that 
their partner would be able to 

bid somethingé and they did. 
 

           Q 7 6 

          7 3 

           Q 8 7 3 2 

          J 6 3 

   A 10 3 2            

  A J 8 6 2          K 10 9 5 4  

                  9 4 

   10 7 5 4           Q 9 8 

           K J 8  

           Q 

           A K J 10 6 5 

           A K 2 
 
Dealer: North 
Vulnerability: N-S 

 

mailto:theleeflowershowdance@gmail.com


7 

 

ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 
ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊ 

 

tǊƛŎŜ aŀǘŎƘ DǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ 
9ȄǇŜǊǘ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ-CǊŜŜ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ 

/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴ 5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ 
!ǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ [ǘŘ 
нл-нн wŜŘ [ƛƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
/ƘŜǎƘŀƳ Itр м9½ 
лмпфп ттмсун 

ǿǿǿΦŎƘƛƭǘŜǊƴŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

The next walk will be on Thursday 6th 
June, starting on The Lee Green ï look 
out for details on the Forum. All 
walkers, with or without dogs, are 
warmly welcome. Sturdy walking boots 
are recommended; although we walk on 
well-marked woodland and field 
footpaths, the mud and occasional fallen 
log often need navigating. We usually 
walk for approximately one and a half 
hours and do a loop of around four 
miles, ending back at the church for 
coffee and cake. Please make a note of 
the date, Thursday 6th June, and join us. 

Wild life 
Musings by Joe King 

W 
ho would have thought it? 
An escaped crocodile in 
Cholesbury of all places. 

Caused a bit of a stir to say the least. 
Well speculation began as to what 

might be lurking in the Parish Pond. 
Was that why TLPC was so keen to 
offload it? 
Maybe our own Clump Crawler 

resides on the bottom steadily 
devouring anything undesirable 
thrown into the pond. Imagine our 
very own recycling centre in the 
village. Mind you, there would have to 
be a guardian collecting postcodes to 
avoid the unwanted offloading their 
unwanted, and of course specific items 
would be banned. Items like dogs and 
children but maybe Joe King would be 
fair game. 
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most certainly did not disappoint ï the 
Cock and Rabbit has never looked so 
colourful with all the neon amongst 
icons of the 80s including Boy 
George, New Romantics and a number 
of you ñChoosing Lifeò. 
In total we raised Ã850 for 

Scannappeal which has already been 
sent on to them, to enable them to 
continue the great work that they do 
helping local NHS hospitals. 

HS2 updates 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

Annual Parish Meeting 

T 
he Annual Parish Meeting in 
May was well attended by 
parish residents and those 

representing local groups to discuss 
ideas as to how the HS2 project might 
provide ólocal legacyô. We were also 
joined by HS2 project community 
engagement / social value managers 
from ALIGN and EKFB. 
Many ideas were aired, including 

some that would need funding by the 
national HS2 Community and 
Environment Fund (CEF) and other 
smaller initiatives that might be suitable 
for local contractor engagement. 
The Parish Council is considering 

making a second application to the 
CEF Fund for improvements at the 
childrenôs playground, and other local 
organisations are considering their 
options. We will keep you updated as 
things progress. The relevant contact 
details for follow-up are: 

HS2 CEF Fund 
¶ Administered by Groundwork UK  
¶ https://www.groundwork.org.uk/
grants_hs2-funds/ 

¶ Telephone: 0121 236 8565 
¶ Email: info@groundwork.org.uk 
There is also an eligibility tracker 

that can help gauge the viability of a 

80s night 
By Ana Brown 

A 
s I write this I think my feet 
have just about recovered from 
all the dancing at my recent 

80s night at the Cock and Rabbit in aid 
of Scannappeal. 

What a night, full of laughs, more 
than one or two drinks and Iôm sure 
many people didnôt leave the dance floor 
all night long, DJ Bonkers was certainly 
on top form with the 80s classics. 

I asked for you to dress in your 
finest 80s inspired outfits, and you 

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/grants_hs2-funds/
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/grants_hs2-funds/
mailto:info@groundwork.org.uk
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Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 
with a personal touch 

 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property  

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 

by skilled craftsmen using traditional 

carpentry techniques 
 

For wood with wow call  

Alasdair Cunningham on  

01494 890145 or email: 

Office@timbercreationsltd.com 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

 

project; recommended as the first step: 
https://hs2funds.org.uk/community-
environment-fund-eligibility-check/ 

Main Works Contractors 
¶ EKFB Social Value / Legacy 
Manager, Issy Greenfield, 
isabella.greenfield@ekfb.com 

¶ ALIGN Social Value / Legacy 
Manager, Katie Goodwin, 
k.goodwin @alignjv.com 

Chiltern Way redivertedé 

EKFB has announced that it needs 
to close the TLE/3 footpath as it 
crosses the line near Jones Hill Wood 
for a period of approximately six 
months, in order to continue building 
the overbridge at Bowood Lane. This 
footpath is currently the only public 
right of way (PRoW) crossing the line 
between Leather Lane and Rocky 
Lane and also currently carries the 
diverted Chiltern Way. The project 
plans to temporarily redivert the 
Chiltern Way to cross the line at 
TLE/2 (near Rushmere Wood on 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__hs2funds.org.uk_community-2Denvironment-2Dfund-2Deligibility-2Dcheck_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=6pHghr-fdoSNNlwD5cnlEmY_3cuCqoXk4QiQwGY9P6c&m=hEPs6LbYxeJZ4GF5h-GZtIlX_wKdsL4cT
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__hs2funds.org.uk_community-2Denvironment-2Dfund-2Deligibility-2Dcheck_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=6pHghr-fdoSNNlwD5cnlEmY_3cuCqoXk4QiQwGY9P6c&m=hEPs6LbYxeJZ4GF5h-GZtIlX_wKdsL4cT
mailto:isabella.greenfield@ekfb.com
mailto:k.goodwin%20@alignjv.com
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construction of which is being handed 
over from EKFB to ALIGN. The 
contract hand-over date is still 
pending (now thought to be June). 
For the latest updates on works in 

the local area visit www.hs2.org.uk/in
-your-area/map/ 

The horse 
whisperer 
By Carol Addison 

Here is a familiar landmark, the 
Coombe Hill Monument, Wendover. 
It was erected in 1904 by public 
subscription and this postcard is 
postmarked 1908. 

Most people know that the 
monument commemorates the 148 
brave men from Buckinghamshire who 
died during the Boer War, against 

Kings Lane). How exactly they do that 
is under discussion at the time of 
writing. A decision may have been 
made by the time you read this, so 
look out for any new local signage if 
you are walking in that direction.  

North Portal 24hr working 
A night-time visit was recently 

made by Great Missenden and The 
Lee Parish Councillors to the Chiltern 
Tunnel North Portal at South Heath 
with Bucks Council councillors, and 
Environmental Health managers to 
assess the impact of the noise and light 
from the 24 hr working now taking 
place at the portal. 
On the night in question, it all 

seemed reasonably quiet, and the 
lighting was under control. The 
situation continues to be monitored. 

Leather Lane crossing 
We await further news on the 

design of the Leather Lane crossing, 

http://www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/
http://www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/


11 

South Africa. However, very few know 
how the large, heavy granite blocks that 
built the monument were transported 
up this steep hill... until now.  
Over the past years I have become 

friends with a lovely lady, Jo 
Sheridan, from Canada. We have 
exchanged local history research about 
Dunsmore and Wendover. Jo, along 
with her late cousin, has written a 
book for their family about the Norris 
family of Dunsmore. She has kindly 
allowed me to share the following 
excerpt about her grandfather, John 
Norris, who was only 24 at the time 
and a carter on local Lodge Farm. 
ñWhile still in the planning stages, 

a seemingly insurmountable problem 
became apparent. How could the 
massive, heavy slabs of granite (said 
to have been shipped from Aberdeen 
in Scotland) be lifted or hauled to the 
summit of Coombe Hill? John Norrisôs 
name was either put forward or he 
heard of this dilemma. He was known 
far and wide to have an uncanny knack 
for having ña way with horsesò, young 
though he was. Apparently, he could 
break in any frisky colt, calm the most 
highly-strung or nervous horse, and 
coax any horse to obediently do 
virtually anything. Despite being met 
with much scepticism, he insisted that 
he could encourage dray horses to 
drag the slabs up Coombe Hill. Much 
to everyoneôs amazement, gently 
urging the straining horses upwards, 
foot by painfully slow foot, he 
accomplished that feat. Daphne said 
that her husband had used ñhis 
horsesò (presumably Lodge Farmôs) 
and had borrowed others from 
different farmers so that he could 
alternate teams of horses. He was said 
to have had a method of speaking 
softly, almost inaudibly, to any horse ï  
a rare gift later to be known as óhorse 

vǳŀƭƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ 
wŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
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     bŜŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴΚ 
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whisperingô ï resulting in the trusting 
horsesô total compliance with Johnôs 
needs of them. Daphne made it very 
clear that her husband performed his 
work voluntarily and insisted on not 
being paid anything at all. He wanted 
nothing on record and no recognition 
whatsoever for his role, Daphne said. 
John is reputed to have told her and 
others that the horses, in fact, did all 
the work and it was the brave men 
who gave their lives who deserved 
recognition, not he.ò 
Jo is rightly very proud of her 

grandfather and his achievement. 
What a wonderful true story of a most 
humble and gracious man. 

LCS 
By Catherine May 

I 
 thoroughly enjoyed visiting the 
Lee Common pupils in early May 
to carry out a pupil voice survey, 

one of the ways we consult the 
children on their experience of school. 
The children were all impressively 
polite and thoughtful in expressing 
their views and the range of answers 
to my final question, ñwhat is the best 
thing about school?ò, gave a lovely 
snapshot of school life: maypole 
dancing, maths, model-making, lunch, 
friends, PE, learning, teachers, 
cooking and choosing time. My two 
favourite answers were an earnest 
ñlearning how to be goodò and a very 
enthusiastic ñeverything!ò. The full 
survey results will be reviewed by 
staff and governors for what is going 
well from the childrenôs perspective 
and any areas for improvement. 
After the seemingly endless rain in 

the first few weeks of summer term, 
everyone was delighted that the sun 
finally shone on Tuesday 7th May, just 
in time for the schoolôs May Day 

celebrations, which started with a walk 
to deliver flowers to our local 
community, followed by a fabulous 
maypole performance by Robins and 
Swallows. There was a lovely buzz in 
the air, and it was wonderful to have 
the community come together for the 
celebrations. Swallows and Robins 
spent the following Friday afternoon 
taking part in an athletics sports 
festival with hurdle races, sprint races, 
long jump and triple jump, amongst 
other activities. The children were an 
asset to the school and displayed great 
sportsmanship and teamwork. Very 
well done to all! 

Milestones 
By the Editor 

T 
his month sees the start of a new 
feature. Milestones that have 
happened or are happening this 

month. To kick us off we have three 
articles. We hope you enjoy them. 



13 

 
Carpets Ltd 

C , V   
W  F  
S   F 

9-11 S  A 
G  M  
01494 862125 

Cromar 

D-Day 
By Joy and Dink Soule 

2 
024 is the 80th Anniversary of the 
Allies landing in Europe on D- 
Day, 6th June 1944. The 

remembrance events of the Anniversary 
will be happening this month and be 
broadcast across our TVs. 
For us 6th June has a different and 

special significance. It was the date we 
were married in St Peter and St Paul 
Church Great Missenden. The year 
was 1964, making this year our 
milestone 60th Anniversary. 

Joy was born in a cottage opposite 
where we now live (Small Cottage, 
Oxford Street). The cottage in which 
she was born has long since been 
demolished to make way for the 
houses you now see there. Joyôs family 
moved to Great Missenden as a result 
and that is why we were married in St 
Peter and St Paul and not in The Lee. 
The Soule family came to 

Ballinger in 1954 from Berkshire. 
It is appropriate that the other 

óMilestoneô in this newsletter is The 

Parish Hallôs 75th Anniversary as this 
was where we met. In those days it 
was The Youth Club and where many 
of the villageôs matches originated. A 
15 year old Joy was courted by the 17 
year old club bandôs drummer. Our 
courtship was three years. 
Once we were married, we lived in 

Great Missenden for two years before 
moving into Small Cottage in May 
1966, where we have lived for the last 
58 years. Our two boys, Philip and 
Stephen, were both born and brought 
up there. 
The only local residents still with 

us who were at our wedding are Jill 
Carleton-Smith, Joyôs bridesmaid, and 
Bryan and Pauline Monk who were 
among the guests. 
[The Newsletter congratulates Joy 

and Dink on reaching this milestone, 
and wishes them a very happy 60th 
wedding anniversary.] 
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another look at the year of the 
accounts and it was only in February 
that we discovered we had an 
imminent anniversary to celebrate! 
Invitations were sent to villagers who 
have had a long association with what 
is now known as The Lee Parish Hall, 
or to those who have paid a recent or 
active part in its many activities.  
What first started out as an idea for 

a relatively informal anniversary Tea 
Party turned into a very happy 
gathering of 55 guests plus committee 
members with many stories and 
reminiscences, all of which have 
contributed to the fabric and history of 
our unique village. 
Lifetime friendships and marriages 

started at the hall ï two couples will 
celebrate their 60th wedding 
anniversaries this year, as well as 
another couple heading towards their 
Golden Wedding. 
There were so many stories and the 

comments from just some of the 
attendees that are only a snapshot of 
how the hall changed their lives. More 
recently it was at the Leeside Nursery 
School that friendships were made and 
today the hall is the base for new 
friendships with the upholstery classes 
that take place there three to four times 
a week.  
On Saturday 27th April we shared a 

delicious tea with donations of cakes 
and scones. We had a toast to the 
continuing life of the hall. 
Committee member Peter Macannôs 

daughter, Sara, made a spectacular cake 
of the hall and shop ï which tasted just 
as good as it looked. The chairman, 
Tony Lea, made a speech about the life 
of the hall and how it has grown over 
the past 75 years, together with the 
Scout Hut and Shop at The Lee with 
which we share the site. 

The Lee Parish 
Hallôs 75th 
By Pippa Hart 

I 
f like me you have seen this poster 
many times on the wall of The Lee 
Parish Hall, you also might not 

have really taken on board what it 
says! óPart of the furnitureô but un-
noticed because there is a date but NO 
year on it. 

We could easily have missed The 
Lee Parish Hallôs 75th anniversary had 
it not been for a chance sight of The 
Lee and District Youth Clubôs first set 
of accounts when I was going through 
a box of archive material inherited 
from Barnaby Usborne.  
A reminder of Ballinger Hallôs 

Centenary sent me scurrying to have 
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The site is owned by the Stewart-
Liberty estate and was unfarmed and 
covered in gorse when the hall was 
built in 1949 by Humphreys Brothers 
for the huge amount of Ã585 13s 1d. A 
fraction of the cost to rebuild it today. 
The cost was equivalent to twice the 
annual salary of the average worker. 
The hall started life as The Lee and 

District Youth Club. The Ballinger 
Boys Club moved from the Ballinger 
War Memorial Hall to be part of the 
new club. The stories that were 
revealed at the tea showed just how 
fundamental and important the Youth 
Club was to the fabric of the 
community and how its impact is still 
felt today. There are stories of love 
and marriage, organised international 
trips, pantomimes and dances. 
The first trustees were chaired by 

Mr Gerhardy, a driving force in raising 
the funds to build the hall. He was 
supported by Reginald Bunce and 
Tony Humphreys. We were fortunate 
to have Margaret Durling, daughter of 
Reginald Bunce, at the anniversary. 
Margaret shared her memories of 

the early days and more. Having been 
brought up at Strawberry Farm in 
Kings Lane, Margaret remembers the 
summer garden parties at Mr 
Gerhardyôs home (now Errewig View) 
where they raised funds for the 
building of the hall, together with 
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Christmas Bazaars at Ballinger 
Memorial Hall. Margaret says that the 
sun always shone at the garden parties. 
Margaret's own 21st birthday party was 
held at the hall and many years later 
her daughter's 18th birthday celebration 
was held there too  ï two nights after 
the Great Storm of 1987. They were 
without power at the party. She also 
recalls musical evenings at the hall 
when Mr Gerhardyôs son, Bob, played 
the accordion and the ñsawò!! The 
Youth Club organised overseas 
holidays to Switzerland. Later on, 
there were pantomimes and dances. 
Many a village family became part 

of another village family; surnames are 
a common thread down the years. For 
example, at the party there were family 
members of the Humphreys, the 
Bunces, the Chiltons, the Monks, the 
Joyners, the Pearces and the Peaces as 
well as the Hearns and Addisons 
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(Worsfold). Family members born and 
brought up in the parish abounded. 
Janet Joyner is the oldest óvillage 

bornô person in the parish, born in 
Field End, moving to Sly Corner and 
now living in Cherry Tree Lane with 
husband, Alan. 
In 1956 Pauline Monk attended the 

C of E school in Great Missenden, 
while Bryan Monk attended Lee 
Common C of E School. Later that year 
the Misbourne School was opened and 
they ended up in the same classroom. 
There were lots of boys and girls 

from Lee Common and because Pauline 
was an only child it was suggested that 
she became a member of the Youth 
Club. She and Bryan ñclicked straight 
awayò. They fell in love, got engaged 
on Paulineôs 18th birthday and married a 
month after her 21st. They will celebrate 
60 years of marriage on the 26th 
September this year.  

The Youth Club leaders, Mr  and 
Mrs Morris taught them to ballroom 
dance and jive. PC Fisher who taught 
them gym would take them all to 
Tring Reservoir to swim. They would 
cycle through St Leonards, swim for 
an hour, and then ride back again! 
Mr and Mrs Morris also used to 

take them abroad and Pauline went to 
Austria, Belgium, Switzerland and 
France with the Youth Club. 
Janet Chilton, who lives next to the 

hall, was a Youth Club leader for 
many years. Liz Browning was a 
Youth Club leader in the 1990s and a 
Parish Hall Committee Member in the 
early 2000s. 
Michael and Diana Humphreys 

met at the Youth Club on Dianaôs 14th 
Birthday in 1973. They ñhit it off 
straight awayò and had many a good 
night at the Youth Club with trips out 
for  bowling and ice skating. They got 
engaged on Dianaôs 16th birthday and 
married two years later, 47 years ago. 
The hall holds many happy memories 
for them. Michael later became one of 
the Youth Club leaders. 
The Humphreys family would hold a 

New Yearôs Eve party in the hall for 
many years. As a family with young 
children they would attend the fireworks 
displays, with the fireworks being 
released on the tennis courts by Stephen 
Humphreys and his helpers. Stephen 
carried on organising the fireworks 
displays for the Parish Hall right up until 
2019. Trevor Pearce now builds the 
bonfire for the hallôs annual fireworks 
display each year, he and Lynda being 
the hallôs long time neighbours.  
Hopefully this article might pave 

the way for all the many other stories 
about the hall over the years and that 
the few reminiscences are just a 
snapshot or the village memories of 
the hall. If you have memories to share 
do let the editor know. 
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75th anniversary celebrations 
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Ken and Mike Humphreys  
with Joy Heels and Suzanne Beaney 

Chris Nevill and Jon Swain 

Janet Chilton and Elizabeth Browning 

Pam and Gerald Hearn 

Trevor and Lynda Pearce 

Tony Lea and Mike Senior 

Jilly (nee Humphreys) and Chris Carleton
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Jilly (nee Humphreys) and Chris Carleton-Smith, Sylvia and Ken 
Humphreys, Diana and Mike Humphreys 

Tony Lea and Janet Joyner 

Judy Morgan and Anne Barnett 

Margaret Durling 

Stephen and Marilyn Humphreys 

Karel Lewis and Tricia Usborne 

Pam Hearn with Pauline and Bryan Monk 
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