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From the Editor 
By Phil Harrison 

A 
 warm welcome to 2025 to all 
our readers from The Lee  
Newsletter team. 

This month we relive Santaôs visit 
to The Lee, the lights of Christmas 
around the community and the 
Newsletterôs annual dinner. We also 
look forward to events happening later 
in 2025 as well as our usual mix of 
erudition and tongue in cheek articles. 
One sad note was the death of Tony 
Brignull just before Christmas – a good 
man who left a mark on the world in 
many ways. A tribute by Jon Swain is 
on page 6. We have also reprinted an 
article Tony wrote for the newsletter in 
which he explored ófaith in actionô with 
the then vicar, Revd David Burgess. 
The article is a timely reminder 

too, being about óthe age of rageô. We 
often hear people in the villages 
extolling the virtues of our community 
and making the point about it being a 
caring, wonderful place to live. 
However, beneath the surface runs 
rage and unpleasant behaviours. The 
latest such example is the damage 
being done to the equipment and 
fences of the new owners of Park 
Cottage. This petty vandalism should 
have no place in this community and 
those responsible need to take a long 
hard look at themselves and perhaps a 
good starting point would be to read 
Tonyôs article on page 7. 

Finally our usual array of colour 
pictures of Santa and the Christmas 
lights is online at www.thelee.org.uk/
the-lee-newsletter/ and available for 
viewing at Shop at The Lee. 
Please send your thoughts or 

objections about any of the articles, or 
new contributions for the March 
Newsletter, by 12th February, to the 
editor Louise Wadsworth at 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com   

Your letters 
Conflict of interest 
To the Editor 

My partner has run a livery yard in the 
village for many years. Periodically, 
there is a local óhuntô, or óexercising of 
the houndsô, as the organisers prefer to 

Once youôve read it, 
why not return this 
Newsletter to Shop at 
The Lee for someone 
else to enjoy? 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-newsletter/
https://www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-newsletter/
mailto:theleenewsletter@gmail.com
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stables, as the recent event testified to, 
they get equally stressed and are still 
likely to damage themselves. 
While we certainly donôt consider 

ourselves to be killjoys, there would 
appear to be a conflict of interests 
here, and I believe that the welfare 
and safety of animals should always 
take precedence. 
Is it not time that such activities 

should be more appropriately limited to 
taking place in large open areas, well 
away from social communities and the 
earshot of frightened animals? As horse 
riders themselves, one would hope that 
those participating may be a little more 
sensitive to other horses and pets that 
they are frightening. 
Robin Thorn 
Lee Common 

[Editorôs note: Joining The Lee 
Forum may help as information of 
impending activities is often published 
on there. 

There are also news reports that 
the Labour government is planning to 
ban trail hunting which involves 
hounds and riders following a scent 
laid in advance through the 
countryside. This is 20 years after the 
ban on fox hunting was imposed.] 

 

Birthday surprise  
To the Editor 

I would like to use these pages to 
express my heartfelt gratitude to 
everyone who turned out at the pub on 
Monday 15th December to celebrate 
two years since I opened the doors. 
The evening was a complete 

surprise to me, skilfully orchestrated 
without my knowledge by close 
friends, family and staff (who can you 
trust these days?!) and I was simply 
overwhelmed and moved to tears by 
the words, warmth and sincerity of so 
many familiar faces. 

call it. Unfortunately, this event always 
terrifies her horses and subjects them to 
a great deal of stress, as they hear the 
braying of horns and barking of hounds.  
The most recent one (Thursday 14th 

November) resulted in a horse collapsing 
in its stable that evening and becoming 
trapped under a mat after having fallen. 
Had the horse not been discovered by my 
partner later that night, it would almost 
certainly have become increasingly 
agitated, as it had been unable to get up, 
which could have resulted in injury, 
colic, and in a worst case scenario, the 
animalôs death due to this trauma. 
We used to be advised in advance 

of an impending event, to enable us to 
move the horses out of their fields, and 
into the stables to prevent them 
charging around outside in fright and 
injuring themselves. Whilst well-
intentioned, this does not overcome 
the problem since, whilst in their 
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As I said in a recent post on The 
Lee Forum, we live in a very special 
place and I am proud of the role that 
the pub has to play in our community 
and humbled by the support from 
customers and friends – these terms 
being increasingly interchangeable. 
With thanks and best wishes for 

the year ahead. 
Oliver Quarrell 
The Cock and Rabbit Inn 
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Lee Frog Patrol 
Back on the beat 
By Giles Robertson 

T 
he Frog Patrol team is gearing 
up again to help save frogs, 
toads and newts from being 

squashed on Ballinger Road. This year 
weôll be sporting high-visibility bibs 
and road signs featuring a specially 
designed logo created by the talented 
pupils of Lee Common School. Itôs 
been a fun and inspiring project for both 
students and teachers, encouraging 
everyone to think more deeply about 
our amphibian neighbours. Keep an eye 
out for the winning design on our 
patrol gear! 
Joining the Frog Patrol isnôt too 

demanding – itôs just 20 minutes in the 
evening. If youôd like to help save a 
life and have some fun while doing it, 
please get in touch. Last year, from 

-ÉËÅ ,ÁËÅ 
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ΡΩΩΤΥ ΡΣΩΡΡΧ 
/Ò ÅÍÁÉÌ ÍÉËÅÌÁËÅΣΦΧͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

21st February to 26th  March, our patrol 
saved 26 amphibians, including 21 
frogs, a toad, and several newts. 
Sadly, there were 18 losses, which 
reminds us why our efforts matter. 
A big thank you to the Frog Patrol 

team – saving the small things really 
does make a big difference!  



4 

Meet and greet  
By Rebecca McLaughlin 

W 
e are the new owners of Park 
Cottage and we wanted to 
take a moment to properly 

introduce ourselves before we move in. 
Both of us grew up locally and 

attended schools in the surrounding 
areas but weôve always dreamed of 
one day calling The Lee home. So, 
weôre absolutely thrilled to be joining 
the neighbourhood. 
Since picking up the keys at the 

end of last summer, we have been hard 
at work restoring the cottage to its 
former glory. With the unpredictable 
weather and storms itôs been a bit of  
a muddy few months but luckily  
John specialises in restoring period 
properties, so we are making good 
progress and are excited to soon make 
Park Cottage our forever family home. 
Poppy is five years old and attends 

school locally and I work in 
television, often from home, so will 
be able to enjoy both the house and 
garden from my desk! Johnôs work 
keeps him in the Home Counties for 
much of the time. 

Finding our feet 
Already we have had the pleasure of 

meeting a few of our neighbours (thank 
you for your warm welcome!) and 
weôre looking forward to meeting more 
of you over the coming months. We 
have popped our names down on the 
village shop rota, so we hope to catch 
up with a few of you there soon. We 
have also enjoyed some fantastic walks 
around the village, a wonderful Lobster 
Night at The Cock and Rabbit, and, of 
course, plenty of cake at the café, so we 
are gradually finding our feet! 
Looking ahead, the cattle will be 

back on the land in the spring. 
We are excited to be part of the 

villageôs social events – particularly 
the Flower Show which weôve heard 
so much about – and enjoying life in 
The Lee. We look forward to meeting 
you all soon. 

 

Prepared
-Lee 
By Enzo D’Allessandro 

T 
he new year has started and, 
while weôre all busy recovering 
from the excesses of the 

festivities (howôs óDry Januaryô going, 
eh?), the Scouts have begun the new 
term. The programme is packed with 
interesting activities as usual, 
including a few trips and camps! One 
of the activities we will do is the 
Chalk Stream Challenge Badge – a 
walk through Chesham Bois woods 
and along the River Chess, with 
information sheets about the chalk 
streams and their ecosystem. We are 
also looking for ideas for community-
based activities – please let me know 
if you have anything in mind. 
On a different note, last year I 

changed job, and am now working for 
a startup. Recently we set up a 
ómanifestoô for the use of AI in the 
workplace, which made me think a lot 
about young people in general, and 
scouting in particular. What does 
scouting offer our children in a world 
moving at such pace towards an AI-
enabled, instant-access environment? 
A world where you donôt even need to 
ask an AI agent to find a good song for 
you – you can ask the AI agent to 
compose a whole new song for you 
based on your request (if you have 
never done it, itôs an exercise worth 
doing to understand the speed at which 
this is happening). Scouting pushes the 
children towards a slower pace, with a 



5 

lot of óinconvenienceô – I believe this 
is the best way to remain grounded 
and understand our real needs. How do 
we inspire the children to think about 
this, though? 
In the next couple of articles I will 

explore this relationship, and what 
scouting means for the young people 
of our village. Itôs going to be 
informative and sobering – stay tuned! 

 

Village walk 
By Ros Morris 

O 
n Thursday, 2nd January ten of 
us, plus two dogs (only!) set 
off in bright sunshine for the 

first village walk of 2025. 
Leaving The Lee Green we did a 

left-handed loop towards Ballinger. 
The ground under foot was 
surprisingly dry and after an hour we 
ended up at the church for coffee/tea 
and Judyôs delicious homemade cake.  

Everyone is welcome (including 
dogs) for our first Thursday of the 
month walk.  
The next date is Thursday 6th 

February starting at 9:30 am on The 
Green. See you there! 

Your local friendly 
Osteopathic Practice, 
set in the beautiful 
Chiltern Countryside. 
 

Everyone at the Chiltern Osteopathics 
Practice is committed to providing the 
highest standards of osteopathic care for 
the treatment of all back and joint problems. 
 

For over twenty years, our practice has 
continued to provide each patient with the 
most appropriate and effective treatment in 
order to reduce the risk of reoccurrence 
and aggravation. 
 

The aim of working with each patent is to 
obtain the maximum benefit out of the 
minimum number of treatment sessions. 
 

Please contact us for an initial consultation. 
Private parking is freely available. 
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Tony Brignull 
An advertising colossus, poet 
and author 
By Jon Swain 

his previous life though, so at the age 
of 65, went to read English at Oxford 
as an undergraduate at St Edmunds 
Hall, and achieving a 1st before going 
on to an MPhil at Kings College, 
London, afterwards. He had not had 
that opportunity when younger but 
certainly made the most of it when 
able to do so, winning a College prize 
for poetry. 
In 2018, a film about him by 

admiring students of Communication 
Arts was titled Half Vicar, Half 
Assassiné unsurprising then that his 
favourite adverts he had written were 
some waspish ones he penned for 
Parker, re-establishing the art of the 
insult!  

Ahead of his time 
For those who knew him, Tony set 

standards for decency, integrity and 
kindness, but without surrendering an 
inner steel and competitive nature. He 
played tennis and cricket to win, set 
himself unreachable standards, and 
was disappointed when he did not 
reach them. Perhaps he was more 
contented with his writing. Tony 
practised meditation and yoga and 
was ahead of his time in consideration 
of well-being.  
Tony set up a book group locally 

and brought his high standards to bear 
on us. No excuses were accepted for 
poor preparation for the discussion of 
the current title, and comments had to 
be supported with examples from the 
text. The members remain grateful for 
the discipline Tony instilled in us, and 
the varied works he introduced us to; 
for my part, reading the works of 
Marilynne Robinson are a priceless 
reminder of what my mentor 
appreciated in a brilliant author.  
Tony will be much missed, and our 

thoughts are with Voula and the family. 

I 
f you read The Times of 12th 
December 2024, or listened to 
BBC Radio 4ôs Last Word on the 

20th December 2024, you will be 
aware that a remarkable life has come 
to an end. Tony Brignull lived in The 
Lee with his beloved wife Voula, for 
over 50 years. They raised their 
children Harry, Irena and Rosie here, 
and Tony was an integral part of the 
community, although unobtrusive.  
His work in advertising, and his 

creation of some the most memorable 
adverts in a Golden Age for that genre, 
are a part of his legacy. Heineken, 
Cinzano, Hamlet cigars, Chivas Regal 
whisky and Fiat sports cars, amongst 
other brands, were grateful for his 
articulate and eloquent mind, and 
genius for creating a powerful, lasting 
image of the product. Another great 
success was a campaign for Great 
Ormond Street Hospital for children, 
to raise funds for a new building. 
Tony had more influence, over 

more people, than most will ever 
achieve. He was, though, the antithesis 
of the hard-drinking, hard-living 
advertising executive. A deeply 
thoughtful man, Tony retired from his 
profession to take up writing in the 
mid 1990s. He missed the challenge of 
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Conversations 
In a series of articles for The Lee 
Newsletter, the Revd David Burgess 
was interviewed by Tony Brignull, an 
old friend and lifelong Buddhist. In 
this piece they explored ófaith in 
actionô and asked how it works, 
especially on a bad day. 
Tony Brignull David, we seem to be in 
the age of rage. Every month seems to 
introduce a new version: road-rage, 
trolley-rage, dawdling-pedestrian-rage, 
I even heard of someone who 
succumbed to flat-pack-rage. How does 
the Church teach us to cope with anger? 
David Burgess It might help to put 
this into context. The overall aim of a 
Christian is to realise the holy spirit in 
everything we do, so as to find access 
to the kingdom of heaven in this life, 
today, right now, as well as of course 
in the life to come. 
T.B. And rage inhibits this? 
D.B. Itôs certainly not conducive. 
T.B. What is your personal strategy? 
D.B. I incline to the head rather than 
the heart in dealing with emotional 
matters. My approach is threefold. The 
first is to recognise it, to name it. 
T.B. And the second? 
D.B. To remember that Iôm a human 
being and not to beat myself up if I 
slip up. Then, if things are getting out 
of hand, to ask the holy spirit to 
intervene. On reflection, it might be 
better to do this first. 
T.B. But anger is much faster than our 
powers of analysis, isnôt it. By anger I 
mean a spectrum from mild irritation 
and impatience, when we do have an 
opportunity for restraint, to 
incandescence when we donôt.  
D.B. As I see it, itôs all part of 
growing-up. A two-year-old has no 
discrimination, things are either 
wonderful or awful and, goodness, 
how they let us know which. With 

maturity come civilising influences, 
coping mechanisms, refinement.  
T.B. Does Christianity offer any 
specific help here which common 
sense and self-help books donôt? 
D.B. Many of the practical tips offered 
by the Book of Proverbs or St Paulôs 
letters are, itôs true, equally helpful to 
believers and non-believers but in 
extremis I always say a little prayer. 
T.B. The Prayer of the Heart, for 
instance? 
D.B. Exactly the one I had in mind: 
ñLord Jesus Christ the son of God, 
have mercy on meò. 
T.B. I use it too, but drop the end bit, 
ña miserable sinnerò. 
D.B. (laughing) So do I – usually! 
T.B. An old Buddhist nun offered 
another prayer for when weôre caught 
up in emotional turmoil: ñCome 
precious energy and burn my 
selfishness awayò. Her point is that 



8 

anger is universal energy distorted by 
our own desires and we must learn to 
work with it rather than trying to shun 
it, as we in the west are prone to do. 
She referred to it as ñgentling the bullò. 
D.B. On good days of course we seem to 
have a little more time. We are naturally 
benevolent and courteous. Itôs on our 
bad days we need help and sometimes 
we simply have to ask for it. For me, and 
for all Christians, this means asking the 
indwelling holy spirit to take over and 
give us pause to recollect ourselves. 
T.B. I could have done with such 
assistance the other day. Driving home 
past Chartridge school when mums 
were collecting children, I was forced 
to edge up on the wrong side of the 
road. A rather attractive blonde in a 
Volvo gave me the V-sign. I felt less 
than benevolent. 
D.B. There are times when even the 
holy spirit takes a back seat. 
T.B. But still I thought if Iôd been 
better prepared, more mindful, I 
wouldnôt have been so thrown. 
D.B. Which brings us full circle to the 
practice which is, I believe, always 
available to us, of allowing God into 
every little thing we do, so that we are 
informed with and by his presence. 
T.B. David letôs see how that works when 
next month we tackle another affliction 
we must learn to work with – greed!  

 

Newsletter 
celebrations 
By the Editorial Team 

N 
ewsletter contributors, with 
distributors, advertisers and 
the Editorial Team, celebrated 

another successful newsletter year at 
the end of 2024 with the now 
traditional dinner at the Parish Hall. 
The Newsletter team reported 

another record year for contributions 

and especially thanked the loyal band 
of advertisers and sponsors, without 
whom it would not be possible to 
produce the Newsletter. 
This year, our óguest speakerô was 

Pippa Hart, a regular contributor and 
advertiser, and a former winner of the 
Newsletter Award. She spoke 
passionately about the importance of 
community and contributing, and took 
us on a tour of her and her familyôs 
engagement with community activities, 
reminding us (if we needed reminding) 
just how lucky we are to have so many 
community-led groups in The Lee. 
The 2024 Newsletter Award was 

presented to Charlotte Reynolds for her 
contributions to the Newsletter over the 

Residents present and past! 

Charlotte receives the 2024 Newsletter Award 
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past 18 months, and in particular for 
her insightful series of articles on the 
work of skilled local artists. 
Our thanks go to many for making 

the evening such a success, especially 
to our new caterer, Kate Weare,  
and to Christine Kalveks (for the 
photography). 
To guarantee your invitation to the 

next dinner, do make a contribution in 
2025 to your newsletter. 

 

Newsletter 
after dinner talk 
By Pippa Hart 

W 
hen Colin phoned me to 
invite me to speak, I was a 
little surprised and, truth be 

told, not particularly gracious in 
accepting. While those who know me 
will attest that Iôm never short of 
conversation, Iôm not exactly a 
confident public speaker, nor have I 
had a particularly illustrious career. I 
havenôt interviewed John Lennonôs 
mother, capsized with Richard 
Branson, or kissed Sir Alexander 
Fleming or even Ralph Vaughan 
Williams, for that matter. I know 
nothing about Elgar and Iôve certainly 
never starred as Sweeney Todd on the 
West End stage! 
How could I possibly match the 

incredible speakers who have graced 
previous Newsletter Dinners? Yet here 
we are! Thank you to the Newsletter 
team for another excellent dinner and 
for reminding us of all the hard work 
that goes into producing and 
delivering the Newsletter, a vital 
thread in the fabric of our village life.  
A bit about me: my working life 

splits neatly around the turn of the 
century. In my twenties and thirties, I 
lived and worked in London. I was 

óGirl Fridayô for a barristersô 
chambers, most of whom became 
judges, including the last Lord Chief 
Justice. I worked five years for 
marketing consultants for the London 
Docklands Development Corporation. 
My claim to fame? Sending Albert 
Roux the brochure that inspired his 
investor to lead the effort to redevelop 
Canary Wharf. 
Later, I was an assistant producer 

for a TV commercial company, and 
my final office role was as office 
manager for a medical emergency 
relief charity working in crisis zones 
like Chechnya and Rwanda. 
In 2000, Bryan and I moved to 

what Colin Little kindly dubbed ñthe 
ugliest house in the Lee,ò just as I 
began a career as a freelance portrait 
and wedding photographer. Three 
weeks later, our eldest daughter Daisy 
was born, followed by Freya 18 
months later. Both girls grew up 
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steeped in village life: christened at St 
John the Baptist, making friends 
through Ballinger BATS, Leeside 
Nursery, Lee Common School, 
Rainbows and Brownies, and 
attending their first events in The 
Swan and Ballinger Hall as infants. 
These days, they prefer The Cock and 
Rabbit for a drink! 
Through the girls, I became more 

involved in the village. Photographing 
families and weddings introduced me to 
countless locals, and Daisy and Freyaôs 
time at Leeside Nursery drew me into 
community work. I led a petition to the 
Parish Hall Committee about nursery 
concerns, and before I knew it, I was 
recruited to the committee where Iôve 
happily stayed since 2006. 

A hidden gem 
To say Iôm passionate about our 

village and the Parish Hall is an 
understatement. The Lee is a hidden 
gem with a uniquely vibrant 
community. Iôve loved channelling my 
organisational skills into the many 
events that make our calendar special: 
the Flower Show Dance (always one 
of the best evenings of my year), the 
Church Fête (where torrential rain 
never deters the crowds), Bonfire 
Night and the Roving Supper, and in 
the past Friday Quick Cricket, bar and 
BBQs at the club, and school events 
like bluebell walks, quizzes, maypole 
dancing and Christmas Fairs. 
The Queenôs Diamond Jubilee 

stands out in my memory as a rainy 
day that saw us moving the marquee 
from The Green to the Parish Hall. A 
car drove right through the middle of 
the procession, but I missed capturing 
the photographic opportunity because 
I was clinging to a pole at the time! 
The pandemic showcased the 

communityôs strength. A local team 
set up the Lee COVID-19 Helpline to 
deliver essentials, using the 

Newsletterôs distribution network for 
leaflets. This underscored the immense 
effort behind delivering newsletters to 
every household – 290 in the parish 
alone. Meanwhile, Shop at the Lee 
became a lifeline, providing not only 
goods but a sense of connection. 
Yet, volunteering to keep these 

efforts going is an ongoing challenge, 
especially as more women now work 
full-time. Rainbows and Brownies had 
to disband due to a lack of leaders, 
though the Scouts have stepped in to fill 
the gap, welcoming girls into their ranks. 

The heart of village life 
One highlight of my year was the 

Parish Hallôs 75th anniversary 
celebration. Only recently did I 
realize this milestone, thanks to 
scribbled notes in old records. The 
event brought together generations of 
local families and underscored how 
the hall has been at the heart of 
village life for decades. 
As an advertiser in the Newsletter, I 

can vouch for its reach – everyone knew 
my name but could not necessarily 
guide my lost clients to my home! Iôm 
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¢ƘŜ [ŜŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ Iŀƭƭ 
  ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ фΥлл ŀƳ - млΥлл ŀƳ 
 ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ  ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ тΥлл ǇƳ - уΥлл ǇƳ 
 ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ фΥлл ŀƳ - млΥлл ŀƳ 

.ŀƭƭƛƴƎŜǊ ²ŀǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ Iŀƭƭ 
aƻƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ фΥмр ŀƳ - млΥмр ŀƳ 

  CǊƛŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ фΥмр ŀƳ - млΥмр ŀƳ 

proud to have supported the Newsletter 
and even received an award for helping 
fill empty spaces on its pages! 
In closing, I want to say how 

grateful I am for this extraordinary 
community and all who contribute to 
making it thrive. 

 

Shop news 
By Symeon Economou 

F 
irstly, on behalf of everyone at 
Shop at The Lee, Happy New 
Yeat to all our customers – your 

cheerful goodwill is what keeps us 
striving to keep the shop interesting 
and relevant. We also always aim to 
provide value for money, not always 
easy against the purchasing might of 
the supermarket chains. 
In this context, a recent comment 

from a customer regarding price 
prompted me to carry out a price 
check on our range of bread from 
Darvells. Of four retailers of their 
bread – not counting Darvellsô own 
shop of course – we were charging 
less across the whole range, and in at 
least one case by quite a margin. 
From a slower than usual start, 

Christmas built to quite a crescendo, 
especially in the last couple of days. 
For Christmas Eve our magical 
volunteers (with amazing IT help from 
Ruth) collated and distributed around 
450 items across 45 customers. It is 
gratifying that the vast majority of 
those were customers who order from 
us year after year. That kind of trust 
has been hard earned but it is always 
nice to get comments such as one 
regular customer who wrote, ñonce 
again, a triumph and great success 
with the Christmas ordering: it is so 
much nicer than a supermarket shopò. 
Looking ahead we can face 2025 

with some optimism. Towards the 

back end of 2024 we recruited a very 
promising batch of new volunteers 
which will enable us to spread the 
workload to ensure we overcome the 
increasing impediments to the supply 
of a relevant and consistent range of 
produce whilst maintaining a certain 
eclectic element so that new 
customers continue to come in and 
say, ñwow, what a nice shop!ò We 
hope you will be one of them! 
Finally a shout-out for David Brown, 

the plumber. Early in the new year 
Shop at The Lee had a fractured water 
pipe. Lindsey, who was on duty at the 
time involved Steve the upholsterer 
who involved Jane who managed to 
get hold of David who dropped what 
he was doing, took a look, went off for 
a new part, and fixed it – and refused 
any form of payment, saying it was his 
contribution to the community. 
Amazing! 
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Snowbound 
By Carol Addison 

H 
ere we have Wendover High 
Street completely snowbound 
in the very early 1900s. It all 

still looks familiar with the clock 
tower and Boddington Hill in the 
distance. I wish that lamppost still 
remained though. Happy New Year.  
 

Tolerance of 
intolerance 
By Ruth Fowler 

E 
veryone is very tolerant of those 
less able to walk or with some 
other physical disability, also of 

those with mental disabilities. However, 
this is not always the case for those who 
unfortunately suffer with what I can 
only describe as hidden conditions, 
specifically those like me with severe 
allergies or food intolerances. 
This is not about dietary 

preferences for religious or ethical 

reasons, nor even just simple likes and 
dislikes, but something far more 
serious and, in the worst cases, 
literally life threatening. 
People with dietary restrictions 

often face a barrage of questions and 
scepticism, being forced to explain 
what symptoms they suffer (it isnôt 
pretty), defend their choices or, worse, 
go hungry. If I say I canôt eat an item 
only to find it served on my plate, 
removing it isnôt the answer as traces 
may be left. Telling me a meal doesnôt 
have a certain ingredient because the 
cook hasnôt added it isnôt helpful; if 
the recipe includes ingredients made 
or prepared elsewhere, then they too 
need to be checked. Assuming that itôs 
a fad and ñI wonôt know the 
differenceò may be true of some 
ingredients at the precise time I eat 
them but trust me – I know later. 
Many fail to comprehend the 

seriousness of certain dietary 
restrictions. I am lucky in that I donôt 
go into anaphylactic shock, I merely 
have symptoms which are unpleasant 
and will pass in a matter of hours, days 
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What was not reported was the 
mysterious disappearance of the tourôs 
lion mascot, BIL (appropriately with 
one óLô), which sits alongside the pitch 
on match days. Stuffed, maybe, but 
considered full of good omens 
essential for positive results. 
In 1977 I was working in 

marketing and advertising (ñYou 
never had a proper job then?ò I hear 
you say). One of my client accounts 
was the menôs shirt brand óPeter 
Englandô already signed up to provide 

or weeks. This means that, unlike 
some, I am able to be in a room with 
my trigger ingredients without any ill 
effects, although I prefer not to 
prepare food including them in case I 
accidentally ingest or absorb a trace 
whilst cooking. 

Medical necessities 
For someone with coeliac disease, 

a crumb of gluten could trigger a 
severe reaction whilst for someone 
with, for example, a nut allergy, cross- 
contamination could be life-
threatening. These arenôt preferences 
or fads; theyôre medical necessities. 
It isnôt all doom and gloom: my 

long-suffering friends, family and 
local pubs bend over backwards to 
tweak dishes for me, altering their 
catering so as I donôt feel left out. 
Being able to eat comparable food to 
everyone else is often taken for 
granted, but for me itôs an absolute 
pleasure every time. As for being able 
to eat a three course meal with others 
– thatôs a real treat! 
So, next time someone tells you 

they canôt eat a certain item, please cut 
them some slack and show some 
tolerance of their intolerance. 

 

One of our 
lions is missing 
By George Barnaby 

T 
his summer one of the most 
distinguished rugby events is 
due to take place. The British 

and Irish Lions will tour Australia. 
I am reminded of this event due to 

my involvement, in a very minor way, 
with the 1977 Lions tours of New 
Zealand. Rugby nuts will recall the 
1977 tour, known as óthe muddy oneô, 
famously captured in the iconic picture 
of a totally mudded Fran Cotton. 
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Unfortunately, jet lag must have 
stifled its influence as the test match 
was lost 12-16. Sarah was also on the 
losing side; she lost her lion. Maybe I 
have never been forgiven. 

 

Bridge too far! 
By Rita Sully et al 

S 
outh happily opened 2
(+23pts) and hoped partner 
would give a positive response. 
Northôs 2 reply confirmed that 

a game contract was on with the 
possibility of further bidding to a slam. 
 

 A 10 7 3 2 

 10 7 4 

 K 10 6 2 
 2 

 K 6 5 4         9 8 

 J 9           8 6 5 3 

 8 7 5 4         - 

 J 10 8          K 9 7 6 5 4 3 

 Q J  

 A K Q 2 

 A Q J 9 3 

 A Q 
 

Dealer: South 
Vulnerability: All  

 

Did the bidding progress to a slam 
and, if so, in what contract?  
See page 33. 

casual shirts to the 1977 Ryder Cup 
team. Associating óPeter Englandô 
with the Lions would ideally enhance 
their brand profile. Following an 
agreement with Lions manager George 
Burrell, óPeter Englandô would 
produce a range of shirts for everyone 
on tour and be responsible for 
sourcing a large óstuffedô lion mascot, 
new BIL. An urgent visit was needed 
to Hamleys toy emporium in London 
to view their collection of lions. 
Having selected the best of breed, I 
purchased one for the tour and a 
second for my daughter, Sarah. 
With management and players 

kitted out, departure time was in sight. 
The full contingent including 
contractors and suppliers gathered at 
the pre-departure lunch where I 
handed over BIL to captain Phil 
Bennett, who, by long standing 
tradition, would pass it on to the 
youngest player, who throughout the 
tour takes total duty of care, certainly 
an honour but always a dreaded 
responsibility. Welsh wing Elgan Rees 
was charged with the 1977 task while 
being constantly interrupted, ragged 
by fellow players, often hiding BIL, 
all of which increased his burden. Not 
long after taking charge, BIL became a 
lost lion and was never seen again. 
This situation was obviously bad news 
for Elgan but perhaps for the better, as 
he could now concentrate on his rugby. 
The Lionôs ócourt of rugby 

cardinalsô would probably have rated 
this situation a hanging offence – what 
happens on tour stays on tour. 
As for the mascot, it required urgent 

replacement. I received the message and 
contacted Hamleys again but not one in 
stock was suitable. Then I remembered 
daughter Sarah had an exact replica. 
Much to her disappointment BIL No. 2 
was on a British Airways flight to New 
Zealand arriving in time to sit pitch-side 
at the first test. 



15 

 
 

Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 
with a personal touch 

 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property  

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 

by skilled craftsmen using traditional 

carpentry techniques 
 

For wood with wow call  

Alasdair Cunningham on  

01494 890145 or email: 

Office@timbercreationsltd.com 

From the 
Vicarage 
By Revd Chris Haywood 

T 
he new church gates are 
installed!  Itôs been a saga for 
sure but we have got there 

eventually. Weôre grateful to Jonny 
Owen-Conway for his craftmanship and 
installing them in time for Christmas. 
Many have commented on just how 
splendid they look. The notice board 
will be installed in due course and any 
snags with the gates and installation 
addressed then. They really showcase 
Jonnyôs artistry and are a wonderful 
threshold for the church. Weôre also 
grateful to those who donated, 
especially John Andrew and those who 
fundraised towards the cost, and for the 
anonymously donated wood. 

making them the celebrations that they 
were. Georgie and I are also personally 
grateful for all the generous hospitality, 
greetings, good will and gifts which we 
received over the season. 

 Weôre now looking forward to 
Easter, which is very late this year 
(Easter Sunday is on 20th April) and 
our Lenten time of preparation, 
starting with Ash Wednesday on 
5th March. Also, now weôre in the New 
Year weôre about to start a new round 
of discipleship bible study groups and 
confirmation classes, exploring the 
Christian faith and what living as a 
Christian means – the latter with a 
view to confirmation but without 
compulsion to be confirmed if itôs not 
for you. If youôd like to explore the 
Christian faith and discipleship then 
let me know and I can arrange to link 
you into a group.  
Also our regular weekly bible 

study group continues on Wednesday 

 Weôre now well into the New Year, 
but as we reflect on Christmas and New 
Year as a church and community we 
recall just how much we were blessed 
throughout the season, and the delight 
at the role the church played in making 
it the occasion it was. We were so 
pleased so many joined us for the 
services and got involved with them, 
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LCS 
By Catherine May 

A 
utumn term at Lee Common 
School concluded with a happy 
whirlwind of Christmas events, 

including the Christmas Fair, The 
Twinkly Nativity, and a carol service at 
St John the Baptist Church. 
The children arrived back at school 

in January refreshed after their holidays 
and have thrown themselves into their 
exciting new lesson topics, including, 
for Year One and Year Two students, 
geography, wild animals and traditional 
artwork of areas of Africa, parables and 
miracles in RE and spring planting in 
science. Nursery and Reception children 
have started a Superheroes topic, 
including Julia Donaldsonôs Superworm 
and, from the BBC, Dangermouse and 
Supertato, the worldôs first potato 
superhero! They have been thinking 
about the question: ñWhat is your Super 
Power?ò A positive and inspiring way 
to start the new year. 

evenings at 7:30 pm in the 
Vicarage.  We shall be undertaking an 
overview of the bible – Godôs Big 
Story – as our theme this term, with 
sermons to complement! 

 Weôre looking forward to our 
new Bishop of Buckingham, Bishop 
David Bull, conducting a Deanery 
Confirmation Service for us in the 
Spring, around Easter time. Iôve made 
a pitch to host such an occasion in 
one of my churches again, given I 
already have four candidates! 

 To help all of us prepare for 
Easter, not just those being 
confirmed, the regular bible study 
group will transition into a weekly 
Lent group, during Lent,  gathering at 
the Vicarage as usual.  

 We will explore the Christian 
faith together and how we live it out, 
encouraging each other in our 
enquiry, learning and in its 
application.  Groups will be weekly 
through Lent, on Wednesday 
evenings beginning with the Ash 
Wednesday Services on 5th March 
and then weekly on Wednesday 
evenings from 7:30 pm.  
I encourage you to join a group 

and, if youôd like to, please let 
Georgie or me know so we can 
include you.  Last year the Lent group 
was a very special time of sharing and 
learning and we look forward to it 
being so again. 

 Finally, Georgie and I would like 
to thank you personally for the 
wonderful support we have received 
from this community this past 
year. We were so touched and 
humbled by your outpourings of love, 
care and affirmation, which were so 
generously expressed. Whilst there is 
still much to work out between the 
parishes, suffice it to say, at this 
stage, we look forward to celebrating 
a good many Christmases with you 
over the coming years. 
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 The Lee 
Newsletter 
finances 
By Adam Speller, Treasurer 

I 
 set out below a summary of our 
finances for 2024 (and 2023 for 
comparison purposes). 

                   2024  2023 
                     £       £  
INCOME    
Advertising from  
local sponsors        4,255  4,367 
Annual Dinner  
receipts             1,662  1,642 
Total Income         5,917  6,009 
EXPENDITURE 
Printing costs of  
10 Newsletters        3,609  3,506 
Annual Dinner costs    1,690  1,667  
Indemnity Insurance       360   360 
Total Expenditure     5,659  5,533 
Surplus in Year          258   476 
Reserves as at  
31 December          1,873  1,615 

 
Thanks to the support of 31 local 

sponsors/advertisers in 2024, the 
Newsletter has continued to keep its 
head above water financially and has 
sufficient reserves to get it through the 
uncertain times ahead. 
Hopefully, it provides a useful 

forum for locals to publicise events 
and comment upon current and historic 
issues for the enjoyment and education 
of everyone at no cost (thanks to 
volunteers) with 440 copies printed 
every month for local distribution.  
Please let our various sponsors/

advertisers know that you have seen 
them advertise in the Newsletter to 
help them monitor the impact of their 
invaluable support. Thank you. 
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School days 
By Michael Dubus 

I 
n Marcel Proustôs great literary 
masterpiece À La Recherche du 
Temps Perdu, the memory of the 

past is often revived by something in the 
present, perhaps most famously when 
the narratorôs mother gave him a petite 
Madeleine. [A small cake from the 
Lorraine Region. Ed.] While dipping it 
into a spoonful of tea he was transported 
back to the same experience many years 
earlier at his auntôs house in Combray. 
I am sure most of us have had 

similar revelations.  
Recently I was reading a book 

review when I had a Proustian 
experience. The novel was called Night 
Climbing by Sarah Day. The blurb 
described that it was a story inspired by a 
real situation, but was a book of fiction. 
It is based on an event on 17th 

April 1936, when a group of 27 South 

London schoolboys, aged from 12 to 
17, set out on a hike in the Black 
Forest. Sadly, they were caught in a 
blizzard on the Schauinsland 
Mountain and five boys died. The rest 
of them and their schoolmaster were 
rescued by local villagers, although 
Hitler Youth Members claimed much 
of the credit. (There are photographs 
of the coffins with a Hitler Youth 
Guard of Honour. In 1938 it erected a 
memorial óEnglanderden Kmalô – 
Monument to Englishmen). At the 
time the Nazi Party made great 
propaganda out of the incident.  

Why Proustian experience?  
The school was Strand School, where 

I started my Grammar School career  
as a pupil in 1951, just 15 years later. 
My Headmaster was Leonard 

Dawe (known to the boys as 
óMoneybagsô. His initials were LSD). 
He was Headmaster from 1926 to 
1956. Leonard was nearing retirement 
but was popular not least because he 
retained a keen enthusiasm in all 
sports. As a young man he had been a 
Cambridge Association Football Blue, 
an amateur international and a member 
of the 1912 Olympic squad. 
However, his part in the story 

derives from another of his talents – 
crossword compiling. He set the first 
ever Telegraph Crossword and also the 
ten thousandth. 
In 1944, as the top-secret D-Day 

landings were approaching, various 
solutions appeared in the crosswords 
he set – Utah, Omaha, Overlord, 
Mulberry, Neptune. 
MI5 suspected Leonard was spying 

and sending information to the 
Germans. At this time some of the 
school had been evacuated to 
Effingham in Surrey and MI5 paid 
him a visit there. He was able to 
convince them of his innocence. 
Later it seemed that the most likely 

explanation was that he often sought 
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{ŜƭŦ-ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ  
ƻǊ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴ  

ŀǘ [ŜŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 
 

aƻǾƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜΚ   
     /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜΚ 
     IƻǳǎŜ ǎŀƭŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΚ 
     .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΚ 
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     bŜŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴΚ 

 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ tŜǊƛƻŘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΥ  
ǎƭŜŜǇǎ ŦƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ 
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Ŝ-ƳŀƛƭΥ ƭƻǿŜǊōŀǎǎƛōƻƴŜǎϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

suggestions while compiling the 
crosswords from various senior boys, 
some of whom fraternised with troops 
at local Army camps where the boys 
picked up the names from the soldiers. 
Even so in the 1950s there were 

boys who were happy to say 
(hopefully with tongue in cheek) it 
was a quid pro quo in return for the 
Mountain Rescue in 1936. 
I must confirm I was lucky enough 

to have greatly enjoyed my school 
days at Strand School. 

 

Santa 
By the Editor 

S 
anta visited The Lee on a damp 
Thursday evening on the 12th 
December. The rain and wind 

from Storm Darragh had blown itself 
out leaving us with its aftermath. 
Undeterred, a substantial number of 
villagers gathered along Oxford 
Street and at The Cock and Rabbit to 
greet him. 

In what is becoming an annual 
event, Santa and his helpers wend 
their way slowly down Oxford Street 
showering sweets on those who leave 
the warmth of their home to say hello. 
The look of wonder on the faces of 
the young (and not so young) is a 
delight. Memories are made and 
photos with Santa in his sleigh record 
this simple pleasure. 
Meanwhile there was a steady 

stream of people making their way to 
The Cock and Rabbit where even 
more delights awaited. 
This year there was an outside bar 

in the car park serving mulled wine 
and mince pies in exchange for a 
donation to Santaôs local causes. Beer 
was on tap and burgers galore with 
chips also served for the hungry. The 
bars inside were in full swing. This all 
helped ensure everyone could get 
served quickly and without the crush 
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Apart from the community spirit, 
an opportunity to meet with 
neighbours and to give the children 
something to remember, it is also an 
opportunity to share the Christmas 
spirit of giving. A total of £539 was 
raised which, in Santaôs words, was ña 
magnificent amount for an evening 
which was so enjoyable as wellò. 

 

The Lee Forum 
By Ruth Fowler 

I 
t has been something of a tradition 
in January to look back at a year in 
the life of The Lee Forum, and this 

year is no exception. 
As a reminder, the forum is managed, 

administered and moderated by Cllr 
Colin Sully and myself on behalf of The 
Lee Parish Council. Behind the scenes 
Colin and I have many discussions as to 
what is and isnôt appropriate to post on 
the forum, sometimes prompted by 
complaints, and occasionally have a 
quiet word with the person responsible 
for any post we consider to be contrary 
to the Code of Conduct. 

Membership 
At the start of 2023 membership 

stood at 850, however we had 
identified a significant number of 
dormant accounts. Following 
consultation we deregistered a number 
of inactive accounts; with membership 
subsequently standing at 622 of whom 
52.5% were residents of The Lee 
Parish, a further 43.75% lived in our 
neighbouring villages and the 
remaining 3.75% lived further afield 
(Amersham, Chesham and beyond). 
Since then we have had regular 

applications to join, and at the start of 
2025 the tally is 678 members, of 
whom 52.5% are resident in the parish, 
44% live in the neighbouring villages 
and the remaining 3.5% further afield. 

of previous years. If you gave it a miss 
this year because of the crowd last 
year, the new arrangements made it 
work well. See you there next year? 
As people gathered awaiting Santa 

they were beautifully entertained by 
the Occasional Singers singing a 
selection of traditional carols led by 
Pam Hearn and accompanied by Enzo 
DôAlessandro on guitar. Keith Taylor, 
being the organiser of the choir, also 
acted as MC for the occasion. 
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Posts 
There were 1,485 posts to The Lee 

Forum in 2024, a slight decrease on 
2023ôs total of 1,699. As in previous 
years, the most popular category by far 
was Wanted and For Sale which 
accounted for over 30% of the total 
posts. A long way behind was the 
Miscellaneous category, which 
accounted for 20.8% of total posts.  
For those interested in numbers, a 

full breakdown of the yearôs posts can 
be found at https://www.thelee.org.uk/
the-lee-forum/ 

Conventions 
As many of you may be aware, 

The Lee Forum has no facilities 
whatsoever for private messaging.  
We always ask that the initiator of 

a new thread who is seeking responses 
(such as wanting to acquire or dispose 
of an item) always provides their 
contact details for a private response. 
This means that: 
¶ If you simply hit óreplyô to a 
notification email, the only people 
that will see it will be the forum 
administrators. 

¶ If you post a reply on the Forum, 
even if it starts ñDear Joeò in 
response to Joeôs previous post, a 
notification of the post will 
promptly be emailed to SEVERAL 
HUNDRED people. 

The Lee Forum is the online 
equivalent of a village noticeboard; if 
you see an advert on a physical 
noticeboard youôd contact the person 
whoôd placed the advert using the 
contact details provided, you 
wouldnôt post your response on the 
noticeboard itself. 
To make sure that replies go to the 

intended person, other forum users 
would all be very grateful if you could 
follow the guidelines (on the next 
page) when replying to posts: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAIR SERVICES 
Ladies cut and finish       £35 
Gents cut                 £12 
Children             From £12 
 

COLOURING SERVICES 
Full head of highlights      £65 
Half head of highlights      £48 
T section of highlights      £35 
Root regrowth            £25 
 
Have your hair done in the 
comfort of your own home 

 

I provide a professional service 
at a time convenient to you 

 

10 plus years experience 
including courses at Vidal 

Sassoon 
 

For more 
information, 
advice or to 
book an 

appointment, 
please contact 
Juliette on 
07403 227878 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-forum/
https://www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-forum/
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¶ think about who the reply is 
intended for – is it one person or 
all forum members? 

¶ when posting a reply that is 
intended for a single person (for 
example, wanting to buy 
something advertised) please reply 
directly to that person using the 
contact details provided in the 
original post 

¶ remember that any reply posted on 
the forum will immediately be 
emailed to several hundred people, 
not just the intended recipient 

¶ remember that pressing Reply on 
an email notification WILL NOT 
send a reply to the intended 
recipient, it will only be sent to the 
forum administrators 

Advertising 
The Lee Forum has a strictly 

enforced policy of not permitting 
commercial advertising, regardless of 
whether or not the person posting has 
an interest in the business being 
publicised. There are only three 
current exceptions to this: 
¶ Publicising a business in response 
to a request for recommendations 
is permitted. 

¶ The Cock and Rabbit is permitted 
to post no more than a couple of 
times a month. 

¶ A blind eye tends to be turned to 
students hoping to earn a bit of 
pocket money. 
Although we donôt make a public 

song and dance about it, any adverts 
deemed to be in breach of the Code of 
Conduct are removed promptly, and a 
quiet word had with the originator. 

Becoming a member 
If you are not currently a member of 

The Lee Forum and would like to join, 
please complete an application form at 
https://www.thelee.org.uk/new-user/ 

The Lee Church 
Fête 2025 
Saturday 21st June,  
2:00 to 5:00 pm 
By Revd Chris Haywood 

T 
he date of The Lee Church Fête 
has been decided and the 
organising committee are 

delighted to bring it to your attention 
nice and early so it can be a fixture in 
your diaries. 
As usual it will be on the third 

Saturday of June, which this year is 
21st June. We look forward to seeing 
you there for an afternoon of 
community fun and fundraising. 
If you are able to help with 

organising, setting up, running or 
publicising the fete please do let 
myself, Kathryn Clark or Pippa Hart 
know on theleechurchfete@gmail.com 
All help is gratefully received. 
 

Telling tales 
By Ann Toettcher 

A 
 few months ago, Mary Sharp, 
a former producer of Womanôs 
Hour, gave a talk at Ballinger 

Arts Society based on a course she 
runs at Amersham Museum. 

Telling Tales follows the fascinating 
stories of ancient heroes and heroines 
forward through Western Art and 
Literature to the modern day, via films 
such as Oh Brother Where Art Thou, 
Ulysses and Game of Thrones,  
I joined the Amersham Literature 

Group three years ago to re-read and 
reconsider Shakespeareôs Othello. Like 
many of the other members I have not 
really studied Shakespearean texts 
since school or university. Some of our 

mailto:theleechurchfete@gmail.com
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group have never done so. In class we 
read the text, leave out some of the less 
accessible bits, marvel at the beauty of 
the poetry and discuss, often quite 
animatedly, the meaning of it all. We 
also watch excerpts from films offering 
different interpretations of the text. 
Kenneth Branaghôs career-defining 
Iago is a difficult act to follow, but we 
had a lovely evening at the National 
Theatre with an excellent dinner and 
the most luminous Desdemona,  
Over the three years weôve read 

Lear, Hamlet and Merchant of Venice, 
as well as Middlemarch and 
Thackerayôs Vanity Fair. 
A group of us even participated in a 
workshop on Waiting for Godot before 
seeing Ben Wishaw and Lucian 
Msamati as the real deal. It was 

hilarious – us even more so than them. 
There is such a nice group of people 
and we have great fun. The two photos  

 
Carpets Ltd 

C , V   
W  F  
S   F 

9-11 S  A 
G  M  
01494 862125 

Cromar 

vǳŀƭƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ 
wŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ t±9 /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ 
ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  

 

²Ŝ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎŜ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ 
ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
ƘƻƳŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

/ŀƭƭ tƘƛƭ 9ŀǎŜƳŀƴ ƻƴ лтттм усоуул 
ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿǿǿΦǇǾŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ    wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ   ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ 

Waiting for Godot (1) 
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I really donôt like the mispronunciation 
that has become prevalent today. It 
sounds lazy to me or, even worse, an 
affectation to sound cool. 
Have you noticed how more and 

more people are talking lately? Words 
like ñkittenò have turned into ñkih-en,ò 
and ñimportantò has somehow become 
ñim-POR-uhnt.ò Yes, this phenomenon 
is sweeping through English, and it 
even has a fancy name: T-
glottalization. Essentially, itôs when 
we skip or óswallowô the T sound in a 
word, replacing it with a little stop of 
air, known as the glottal stop. 
T-glottalization isnôt a new trend, 

either – itôs been going strong in British 
dialects for generations. Think about 
Cockney English, where ñbutterò is 
pronounced more like ñbuôerò and 
ñbottleò becomes ñboôle.ò Now, T-
dropping has made its way across the 
pond and into the mouths of Americans. 
But why? Did everyone just collectively 
decide Ts were unnecessary? 
While we donôt know exactly why 

itôs happening, linguists think young 
people, especially young women, are 
leading the charge (as they often do in 
language evolution). Researchers have 
found that more young speakers are 
dropping Ts, as in ñmoun-ainò for 
ñmountainò or ñDAY-unò for ñDayton.ò 
Itôs so common that it might even 
become the norm – if it isnôt already. 
Some people love it; others, like 

me, canôt stand it. A glottal stop can 
seem lazy, but itôs more likely a case 
of language adapting to sound 
smoother or easier to pronounce. 
Imagine if every news reader had to 
speak with ultra-crisp Ts; it wouldnôt 
quite fit the vibe of a chill Tuesday 
night broadcast. 
So next time I hear someone say 

ñWAH-erò instead of ñwater,ò I will 
try not to roll my eyes as I remember 
that language is always changing, 

Waiting for Godot (2) 
 

show Pozzo and Estragon Waiting for 
Godot in the Chilterns.  
We are doing The Tempest next. 

Classes are every Tuesday afternoon 
between 3:00 pm and 6:15 pm, two 
classes of one and a half hours each, 
usually for 10 weeks. Theatre visits 
are extra.  
If anybody would like to join us, 

but is daunted by the idea, I usually 
prepare on Tuesday mornings here in 
The Lee: reading the text, looking up 
words I donôt know and puzzling out 
the difficult bits. If anyone would like 
to join me, they are more than 
welcome. Who knows, we might even 
see Ariel hanging off the balustrade at 
The Cock and Rabbit one day. 
 

Put the T back 
in Britain 
By Phil Harrison 

W 
hat has happened to the T in 
Brih- en? In the 70s Typhoo 
had a memorable ad 

featuring a big T in Britain. Personally, 
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whether I like it or not. After all, 
todayôs ólazyô talk might be 
tomorrowôs standard English. In early 
December the sad news emerged that 
Typhoo had gone bust after 150 years, 
although subsequently rescued by a 
vaping business. Meanwhile letôs at 
least put the T back in Britain. 

 

From the Chair 
By Colin Sully 

Chair, The Lee Parish Council 

Housing planning control 

A 
t the end of 2024, the leader of 
Buckinghamshire Council, 
Martin Tett, reflected on the 

impact of the Labour Governmentôs 
plans for housing planning control. 
He noted, ñUnder the previous 

government the council was required 
to plan and allocate land for 
approximately 61,000 additional 
houses over the next 20 yearsò. 
Despite discussions with the current 
government about the constraints of 
the Chilterns AONB and the Green 
Belt, the new compulsory housing 
number has, he estimates, now been 
increased to 95,234. On top of this, Cllr 
Tett notes that ñthe New Towns 
Commission looks likely to propose at 
least one new town in Buckinghamshire 
of at least a further 10,500 housesò, 
This would bring the total to over 
105,000 houses. 

 To facilitate this the government 
requires all councils to carry out a 
óGreen Belt Reviewô to identify 
areas which can be released for 
housing. If insufficient Grey Belt is 
identified, and the council is unable 
to find suitable sites elsewhere in the 
county, then Green Belt must also  
be released.  

[Grey Belt is previously developed 
or low-quality land in the Green Belt 

 

ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 
ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊ 

 
 

tǊƛŎŜ aŀǘŎƘ DǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ 
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ 
9ȄǇŜǊǘ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

 

/ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴ 5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ 
!ǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ [ǘŘ 
нл-нн wŜŘ [ƛƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
/ƘŜǎƘŀƳ Itр м9½ 
лмпфп ттмсун 

ǿǿǿΦŎƘƛƭǘŜǊƴŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ 
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that has been neglected, such as disused 
car parks or areas of wasteland.] 

Infrastructure deficit 
Cllr Tett also concludes that ña 

further 250,000 people will bring major 
challenges to our already very busy 
roads, schools, doctors and hospitals. 
The council will continue to lobby 
government for the funding for the 
essential infrastructure that must go with 
these increases in houses and people.ò 
The Lee Parish Council will also 

seek further guidance as to how 
parishes such as The Lee – in both 
the Green Belt and the AONB – may 
be affected. The recent rejection by a 
planning appeals inspector, of the 
application to build up to six new 
houses off Cherry Tree Lane, 
appears to some extent at least to 
confirm some continued protection 
of our green spaces. 

Dog-walking (again) 
The Council was kept busy (again) 

at the end of last year on the issues of 
dog-walking and the óright-to-roamô. 
Whilst our conclusions at the time 
were posted on the Forum, it is worth 
repeating a summary here. 

1. There is no open access land 
anywhere in the parish, and 
therefore no general óright to roamô. 

2. The Public Rights of Way 
(PROW) are defined on the maps  
at prow.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/
standardmap.aspx 

3. Walkers are reminded that when 
visiting land which they do not 
own, they should keep to PROWs 
and not trespass; all dogs should be 
kept under close control – which 
for most dogs appears to mean ñon 
a lead of some sortò. 

In passing, we also note that there 
appear to be an increasing number of 

dedicated, commercial dog-exercise 
areas (dog parks) being set up 
nearby, including at Asheridge, 
Amersham and Ashley Green. 

 

Bucks CC 
By Cllr Patricia Birchley 

B 
efore Christmas there was an 
announcement of a major 
reorganisation of local 

government across England, proposing 
Regional Government with locally 
elected Mayors and abolishing District 
and County Councils. 
Having already become a Unitary 

Authority five years ago and because 
of our size, (just over half a million 
people), we wonôt be obliged to merge 
with another local authority. The move 
to unitary has saved millions of 
pounds, simplified services and 
harmonised borders, making for more 
efficient working and results. 

Stringent scrutiny 
The local government settlement 

for 2025/26 is, as predicted, weighted 
towards deprivation and the Labour 
heartlands, while much of our 
expenditure is based on social care  
for an ageing population, rural 
communities, and our location in the 
UK, i.e. costs are much higher in the 
South East. It is likely we will receive 
£5 million less than under the previous 
system. Buckinghamshire has one of 
the most stringent budget-scrutiny 
processes, which is currently underway 
before the budget is adopted by the 
Council in late February. 
Over the winter we have seen 

flooding due to excess rainfall and 
snow. Bucks is ahead of target in 
improvements to air quality with a 
reduction of 78% in net emissions 
since 1990.  

https://prow.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/standardmap.aspx
https://prow.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/standardmap.aspx
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Your parish 
needs you! 
By Hayley Farrelly 

Clerk, The Lee Parish Council  

I 
n May 2025 there will be local 
council elections throughout 
Buckinghamshire, including for 

The Lee Parish Council.  
By the time we get to May our 

longest-serving councillors will have 
served for over a decade; others will 
be approaching this time. 
It should therefore come as no 

surprise to residents that some current 
councillors will probably not be 
offering themselves for re-election in 
May 2025. 

We are announcing this now, 
hoping that other residents will give it 
some thought and that, when the time 
comes, they will offer themselves to 
fill the gaps. 

The role of parish councillor 
The role is non-political – that is to 

say no one (normally) stands as a 
representative of a political party. You 
simply offer yourself for what you can 
bring to your local council and to The 
Lee residents. 
The minimum requirement is 

attendance at most of the parish 
council meetings (which take place 
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¸ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŘŀƛǊȅƳŀƴ 9ǎǘ мфуф 
5ƻƻǊǎǘŜǇ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴƛƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ 

 

          ¢ƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭΥ 

        лмппн уоофпп 
       tƘƻƴŜǎ ƳŀƴƴŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  
            пǇƳ-сǇƳ aƻƴ-CǊƛ 

every two months, in the evenings), 
but, in practice, we hope that some 
councillors, at least, will be able to 
offer more time than this. 
The closing date for applications 

will be in early April, so a little time 
for you to consider. We will advise the 
date when known. 
There is more information on 

being a councillor on The Lee website 
at www.thelee.org.uk/ and the offer is 
also there to informally talk to myself 
or the Chair of the Council or any 
other councillor, to find out more 
about what being a parish councillor 
entails. We look forward to hearing 
from you: 
¶ clerk@thelee.org.uk 07769 698652 
¶ chair@thelee.org.uk 01494 837760 

The next Parish Council meeting is 
on 11th March at the Parish Hall at 
7:30 pm – all are welcome! 

HS2 updates 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

Y 
ou will have read elsewhere in 
this Newsletter of the death of 
Tony Brignull at the end of 

2024, and of the many contributions 
he made to local and national life. One 
of these, 14 years ago, was to design 
advertising for the early campaigns to 
get HS2 cancelled. 
The advertisement above (prepared 

for the HS2 Action Alliance in 2011) 
appeared in the Government Gazette. 
Tonyôs message then was clear and 

hard-hitting – sadly the politicians of 
the day preferred to accept other 
arguments, and we end up where we 
are in 2025 – in a complete muddle! 

The year ahead 
Nationally we know that the plan 

is that HS2 trains will (eventually) run 
out of Euston, that contracts have been 
placed for signalling, catenaries, 
power supply, etc. and that trains are 
due to run out of Old Oak Common 
sometime between 2029 and 2033. 
How many, how far they will get and 
how fast they will travel is still 
anyoneôs guess. 

Whatôs in store for us? 
Locally, itôs a case of more of the 

sameé only worse! 

http://www.thelee.org.uk/
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Local plans are slowly being 
confirmed: in 2025 it looks likely that 
we will see: 
¶ 27th January to 16th February: 
24/7 closure of Leather Lane for 
óoverbridge preparationô work. 
Although the final plan for this 
overbridge / crossing has still to be 
approved, urgent work is needed to 
start in the area before mid-
February. 

¶ 31st January (5:30 am) until 1st 
February (5:30 am): 24 hour 
closure of the A413 during the 
Small Dean viaduct ópushô over  
the A413. 

¶ 31st January to 2nd February: 
weekend closure of the Chiltern Line 
to allow the ópushô to continue. 

¶ 17th February to 17th August: six 
months of 24/7 closure of Rocky 
Lane to complete the underbridge. 
Discussion continues with Bucks 
Council and the project on how 
best to mitigate the impact of this. 

¶ August or later: 24/7 closure of 
Leather Lane (period to be 
determined). 

The situation in respect of the re-
opening of Bowood Lane during 2025 
also remains under discussion. 
For the latest updates on works in 

the area, including the latest Advance 
Works Notice, you can also visit 
www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/ If 
you have a question or complaints 

¢L5¸ ¢!L[{ 

about HS2 please contact the HS2 
Helpdesk on 08081 434 434 or email 
hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk 
There is also a drop-in at the Great 

Missenden Memorial Hall on 29th 
January from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. 
As usual, we will keep you posted 

on any changes as best we can on The 
Lee Forum and in the Newsletter. 
  

Bridge too far! 

S 
outh, seeing the 5-4 spades / 
diamonds shape of Northôs hand 
proceeded to 4NT and then on to 

6NT, that then made. 
      S      W         N      E 

  2      pass      2      pass 

  3     pass      4     pass 

 4NT    pass      5     pass 
 6NT    pass      pass    pass 

Opening lead J 

http://www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/
mailto:hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
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Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Babies and Toddlers Group 
Sophie Underwood, 07970 022190  

Ballinger Hall Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Katharine Hersee 
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary: 
jennywooding@btconnect.com 

Church Services 
St John the Baptist, The Lee 
Sunday 2nd. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at the Old Church. 8:00 am.  
Sunday 2nd.. Family Service at the 
New Church. 11:00 am.  
Sunday 9th. Parish Communion (CW) 
at the New Church. 11:00 am. 
Sunday 16th. Holy Communion 
(BCP) at the Old Church. 8:00 am. 
Sunday 23rd. Parish Communion 
(CW) at the New Church. 11:00 am. 
  

St Maryôs, Ballinger 
Sunday 2nd. Candlemas Communion 
at 9:30 am followed by refreshments. 
All welcome. 

Coming soon 
Wednesday 5th March. Start of 
weekly Lent Group at St John the 
Baptist. 7:30 pm. See page  16. 
Thursday 6th March. The Lee village 
walk. 9:30 am at The Lee Green. 
Tuesday 11th March. The Lee Parish 
Council Meeting. 7:30 pm at the 
Parish Hall. 
Tuesday 25th March. Village Friends. 
10:30 am at The Cock and Rabbit. 
Saturday 21st June. The Lee Church 
Fete. 2:00 - 5:00 pm. See page 26. 

The fastest way to let everyone in the 
parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

February 
Thursday 6th. The Lee village walk. 
9:30 am at The Lee Green. 
Wednesday 12th. Bridge afternoon at 
The Lee Parish Hall. 
Monday 17th. HS2: Rocky Lane. Start 
of six month closure. See page 33. 
Tuesday 25th. Village Friends. 10:30 am 
at The Cock and Rabbit. 
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The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parishé and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 
We welcome letters and articles of 

interest and relevance to The Lee. 
Copy should be sent to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
the month before publication. 
Letters should ideally run to no more 

than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 
To advertise in the newsletter or 

place an insert, please contact Hannah 
Lane at hannahcmlane@gmail.com or 
on 07747 114640, by the 12th of the 
previous month. 
If you have photographs for 

publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com 
For queries regarding distribution 

contact Phil Harrison on 837469. 
Other members of the Editorial 

team: Ruth Fowler, Mary Godfrey, Liz 
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller,  
Colin Sully and Louise Wadsworth. 
Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham. 

01494 778053. 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 

Lee Common C of E School 
School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

Lee Common Scouts 
Group Scout Leader, Chris Nevill; 
864881, gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Scouts, Enzo DôAlessandro; 
scouts@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Beavers, Karen Bruton; 
beavers@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Cubs, James Bruton; 
cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk 

Shop at The Lee 
Symeon Economou, 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

St John the Baptist Church, The Lee 
Vicar: Revd Chris Haywood, 837566 
Churchwarden: Trevor Pearce, 837601 
Treasurer: David Stephenson, 867617 

St Maryôs Church, Ballinger 
Associate Wardens: Anne Ellis, 
837247 and Maggi Cameron, 864790 
or maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk 

Tennis Court @ Parish Hall 
Bookings: Pippa Hart 07785 323232 
(ideally WhatsApp) 

The Arts Society Ballinger 
Contact: Susanne Baker, 864893 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 
www.theleecc.org.uk:  
Secretary: Mike Harris 07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450 

The Lee Newsletter 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com 

The Lee Old Church Trust 
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 

The Lee Parish Council  
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 07704 909324  
clerk@thelee.org.uk 
www.thelee.org.uk/pc  

The Lee Parish Hall Committee 
Bookings: Pippa Hart, 837340 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

To book the Parish Hall  
 

ôphone Pippa Hart on 837340 or 
 
 

07785 323232  
 

Rates 
Mon-Fri - Ã15 per hour 
Sat/Sun - Ã17 per hour 
Bank Holiday - Ã17 per hour 
 

Car park only - Ã10 
Crockery/Cutlery Ã15 
(hire outside of hall) 

http://www.thelee.org.uk
mailto:hannahcmlane@gmail.com
mailto:battenjonathan@hotmail.com



