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From the Editor 
By Louise Wadsworth 

I 
 don’t know about you, but one of 
the first signs of spring in our 
house is finding £1 bunches of 

daffodils in the supermarket! After 
months of grey skies, rain, the chill 
and prolonged darkness, one starts to 
feel something new. The days are 
getting longer, the snowdrops are out 
and, in the garden, there are shoots 
coming up everywhere. By the time 
you are reading this there will be 
daffodils and crocuses in bloom.  

An ornamental fig tree sitting in 
our big window has been nothing but 
an empty stick pointing to the sky for 
the last few months and I can’t 
overemphasise the joy it is bringing 
now as new shoots appear to be 
growing at such a rate one could 
almost catch them at it! 

Over the winter a little Cape robin 
has been a frequent visitor to our 
garden (our South African neighbour 
insists the robin is a reminder not to 
forget them whilst they are away in 
Cape Town!). His chirping is now 
starting to be joined by the calls of 
other garden birds as it gets lighter in 
the mornings. 

As the next few weeks unfold our 
local world also comes out of 
hibernation; you bump into people you 
haven’t seen since the autumn and 
start to get on with some of those 
outdoor jobs which have seemed so 
uninviting over the winter. 

Spring is a time of change, 
bringing with it a sense of renewed 
energy. March is a turning point, the 
bridge between winter and the full 
bloom of spring. Whilst everything in 
the wider world seems uncertain, 
complex and unpredictable we are so 
fortunate that at least in our immediate 
environment there is plenty to feel 
optimistic about as nature gets back to 
work and everything wakes up. 

Please send your thoughts and 
reflections about any of the articles, or 
any new contributions for the April 
Newsletter, to the editor, Liz Macann, 
at theleenewsletter@gmail.com by 
12th March. 

Your letters 
Hope of spring 
To the Editor 

Spring for me has always been a sign 
of rebirth and hope. To see the verges 
carpeted with the white blooms of 
snowdrops always makes me smile. 
Somehow their determination to grow 

mailto:theleenewsletter@gmail.com


2 

Let us take time to look at the 
small things and take joy from them as 
my mother did. We live in a world full 
of pressures and uncertainties and life 
is getting more complicated. We all 
need to take hold of the message of 
hope that spring can bring. 
Johanna Free 
Kings Ash 

[Having asked for contributions 
about signs of spring I was struck by 
how much Johanna’s letter reinforced 
this month’s editorial – that combination 
of renewal and growth in nature against 
the backdrop of an uncertain world – 
feels like many of us are currently 
unsettled by wider world events. Ed] 

Beyond Difference 
interfaith meeting 
To the Editor 
The next Beyond Difference interfaith 
meeting will be on Sunday 23rd March 
from 2:00-4:00 pm at Chesham Town 
Hall and the topic is Faith and 
Community – the highs and the lows. 
Our speakers include Councillor Arif 
Hussain, a Bucks County Councillor 
who arrived in High Wycombe from 
Pakistan as a fatherless 12 year old 
unable to speak English and who now 
has responsibility for Bucks Council’s 
seven million pound community 
portfolio; Rabbi Neil Janes whose 
stories of some of the extreme 
challenges faced by the South Bucks 
Jewish Community this year owing to 
the exponential rise in anti-Semitism 
are painful but essential listening and 
Reverend Edward Millais from 
Emmanuel Church, Chesham with his 
experiences of being cared for as a 
child by a small church in the remotest 
area of Western Australia. 

My interest in interfaith issues has 
led me to study for a PhD in 
Systematic Theology at King’s 
College, London. My fellow students 

against all odds illustrates this hope. 
The countryside is waking up after its 
long sleep and, despite the damp and 
the cold, buds are starting to form and 
the birds are singing again. But it’s 
been a hard year and many fields have 
been too wet to prepare for the coming 
year’s harvest. 

Yields have been low and it feels 
as if our farms and our countryside are 
under threat from all angles. As I think 
about this coming year my thoughts 
move towards the words of my 
mother, Reina Free, who loved this 
countryside so much. Looking back 
over her stories for The Lee 
Newsletter in years passed I came 
across one from March 2008. 

“Kings Lane and Bowood Lane 
are to me very special. Today I am 
conscious of the first tremblings of 
spring. It is exhilarating, quite heady. 
The badgers have already found the 
young shoots of the bluebells. Over 
and high above the field I hear for the 
first time again the jubilant song of 
the lark…” 

Bowood Lane may be closed and 
the countryside she loved so much 
scarred by HS2, but we can choose to 
see the determination of nature to 
grow despite all this destruction. 
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come from diverse backgrounds from 
the Congo to Colorado. Emmanuel 
(originally a refugee from the Congo) 
made a great impression on my 
teenage boys when he demonstrated to 
them ‘the talk’ which all black fathers 
give their sons to prepare them for 
being stopped by the police – a 
commonplace experience for him in 
the United States, even when going to 
church. Another fellow student, Pilira, 
came to the UK from Mali when she 
was in her mid-twenties where she 
was a teacher. Her account of the 
challenges of going to church in Mali 
and now in the UK are fascinating and 
our conversations include critical race 
theory and the roles that church and 
community play in this. 

Both Emmanuel and Pilira embody 
the motto of “Be the change you want to 
see” within their church and social 
environments. I believe we have 
wonderful examples of community 
activity in The Lee which we would do 
well to share with others. I also think 
there is much we can learn, especially 
from those whose life experiences and 
world views are completely unlike our 
own. Whatever your faith or world view, 
please do consider coming to the next 
Beyond Difference event. Respectful 
disagreement is valued but there is never 
any compulsion to speak. Our aims are 
to deepen friendship and encourage 
dialogue as we believe that it is through 
engagement with others that we deepen 
our understanding of ourselves.  

Looking ahead our summer meeting 
is on 15th June at Chesham Town Hall 
from 2:00-4:00 pm and speakers will 
include the Bishop of Oxford.  

For further information visit our 
website https://beyonddifference.org/ If 
you have any further queries, please 
email me at info@beyonddifference.org. 
Thank you.  
Arabella Norton 
Lee Common 

 

Welcome to NALA’s, where we combine 
passion and professionalism to deliver an 
exceptional, premium daycare experience 

for your beloved dogs.  

We are a small daycare located in The Lee; 
open Monday - Friday, 8 am - 4 pm 

Our daycare includes drop off / pick up 

NALA’s prides itself on creating a safe, 
structured, and enriching environment 
tailored to meet the unique needs of 

every dog. 

Licensed, insured and first aid trained 

We believe in your dogs having fun with us in 
a safe environment, as well as having a 

structured day that includes settle and sleep 
time, individual play, enrichment and training, 

as well as group supervised ‘free time’. 

If you’re interested in booking your dog 
with us please enquire at 

Nalas.doggydaycare@gmail.com 

Website: www.nalasdoggydaycare.com 

https://beyonddifference.org/
mailto:info@beyonddifference.org
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admitted that if he didn’t have to go 
into the office, he would literally not 
see anyone in person from one day to 
the next. Apparently even Uber has a 
feature where one can request a ‘no-
talking’ ride – very convenient to get 
on with stuff while in the car, but how 
do you know that a chat with the 
driver won’t make your day? 

We now live in a world where 
convenience is affecting the way kids 
play. It seems to me that the super-
convenient single-button, instant-
dopamine mobile phone games are 
shaping what kids expect games to be 
like: they struggle more and more with 
complex rules. It’s convenient for 
them to have games at the ready when 
they are bored; they are grumpy in the 
morning, so playing on their mobile 
phone means they can conveniently 
avoid talking with their fellow 
students at the bus stop. But what is 
the cost? 

I would suggest that Scouting 
offers an alternative. You are pushed 
to interact with your fellow Scouts and 
the world around you, with all its 
messiness and difficulties. The ground 
might be so muddy your shoes are 
sucked in, but there is no way around 
it. The team you find yourself in might 
not be your best mates, but they are 
your team. Last week we visited 
another Troop, and we had the Scouts 
playing in pairs against each other – 
after the initial usual suspicions (and 
attempts at reverting to using their 
phones as barriers) they got on really 
well. Incidentally, the most sought-
after game table was the dominoes! 

Next month we are going to take the 
Scouts on a two-day hike; for the next 
issue I’ll explore the inconvenience of 
hiking and the deep pleasure that comes 
from that inconvenient pursuit. 

The tolerance of intolerance? 
To the Editor 
I was reminded recently of the article 
Tolerance of intolerance (Newsletter, 
February 2025), about tolerating other 
people’s food intolerances, when 
reading this in the national press. 

“Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-
free bread should not be used as 
substitutes during Holy Communion, 
the Church of England’s governing 
body has ruled. Church guidance 
makes clear that bread must be made 
from wheat flour and wine must be the 
fermented juice of grape in order to be 
consecrated as a part of the service.” 

Makes you think! 
Colin Sully 
Swan Bottom 

Inconvenient 
games 
By Crescenzo D’Alessandro 

Scout Leader, Lee Common Scouts 

I 
 was inspired to share my thoughts 
having recently listened to a BBC 
Radio 4 programme about the 

importance of ‘inconvenient’ pursuits, 
which do the job of getting us to talk 
to and interact with other people and 
the world around us. The other day 
one of my younger colleagues 
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Barnaby’s 
bench 
By Tony Lea 

A 
s many of you will have 
noticed there is a new bench in 
the Parish Hall grounds.  

Barnaby Usborne died very 
suddenly four years ago leaving a 
huge gap in the lives of his family and 
all of his friends in the villages. 
Barnaby was a founding member of 
the Parish Hall Committee when I 
joined 20 years ago, and it was felt we 
should remember him for all the work 
he did for the Parish Hall and Shop.  

Committee members, past and 
present, along with Tricia and her four 
daughters and their families gathered 
together on a wet Saturday afternoon 
in November last year to formally 
open a new bench in his memory. We 
also drank a toast to a kind and gentle 
caring person. It was a privilege to 
have known Barnaby and this bench 
will keep his memory alive for many 
years to come. 
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community – which for us means the 
playground, the allotments, memorials 
and benches, the website and the 
Forum. We like to think we haven’t 
done too bad a job of looking after these 
assets in recent years. 

Then there are the issues over 
which the Parish Council has no direct 
control but which we try to influence 
for the benefit of residents. This 
includes planning, roads, footpaths and 
other items under Bucks Council’s 
direct control, together with the local 
activities of organisations such as HS2 
Ltd, Thames Valley Police, Openreach, 
UK Power Network and the Boundary 
Review Commissions. 

Success on some of these has 
proven more elusive! 

The times they are a-changing 
So, there’s the challenge – who 

would like to offer themselves in May 
as a parish councillor for The Lee to 
continue managing its assets and 
representing residents’ interests on 
these and on other important matters? 

The closing date for applications is 
set for 2nd April, so not much more 
time for you to consider. 

There is more information on 
being a councillor on The Lee website 
at www.thelee.org.uk/ and the offer is 
also there to informally talk to myself 
or the Clerk of the Council or any 
other councillor, to find out more 
about what being a parish councillor 
entails. We can also point you in the 
right direction to make an application. 

We look forward to hearing from 
you, please contact the Clerk at 
clerk@thelee.org.uk or 07769 698652, 
or the Chair at chair@thelee.org.uk or 
01494 837760. 

The next Parish Council meeting is 
on 11th March at the Parish Hall at 
7:30 pm – all are welcome! 

Your parish 
needs you! 
…on Thursday 1st May 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

Chair, The Lee Parish Council 

F 
ollowing up on the Clerk’s call 
for new parish councillors in the 
February edition of the 

Newsletter, we now know that the 
local elections in Bucks will take place 
on Thursday 1st May. 

We also know that a number of 
current councillors have stated that 
they will not stand for re-election. 

Guide and influence 
Being a councillor in The Lee parish 

really has two dimensions to it. Firstly, 
the council is charged with directly 
managing its assets for the benefit of the 

https://www.thelee.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@thelee.org.uk
mailto:chair@thelee.org.uk
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VERMINATOR UK 

verminatoruk.com  | info@verminator.com 

FOR ALL YOUR PEST 
CONTROL NEEDS… 

uu 

• Wasps  
• Rats & Mice 
• Squirrels 
• All flying and 

crawling insects 
• Solar panel 

proofing against 
pigeons also 
undertaken 

THEY WON’T BE BACK 

Call Tim Simmons  
THE VERMINATOR 

07734 649305 
0808 1972 730 

verminatoruk.com  |  info@verminatoruk.com 

The Lee football 
Why let the facts spoil a 
good story? 
By John Pope 

A 
s The Lee Old Timers, aka the 
Cock and Rabbit All Stars, 
approach their third anniversary 

in March, which will herald game 
number 130, it’s time to reflect on the 
past year. 

The nascent ladies’ team (The 
Leeonesses) has acquired another 
player – if she is anything like her dad, 
then we can expect a gifted left-footer 
with the ‘knowledge’ passed down the 
family tree. Welcome Matilda! 

We held our Annual Christmas 
Kick Off event at the Cock and Rabbit 
at the end of November acting as 
guinea pigs for the Festive Menu. The 
food, drink and atmosphere were 
enjoyed by 17 of us – keeping Imogen 
and Kya busy way beyond the end of 
their shifts. Once again, the Couldn’t 
Hit a Barn (Ballon) d’Or awards were 
handed out! 

Football at the Chiltern Hills 
Academy continues to provide an hour 
away from the stresses and strains of 
our lives with the opportunity to 
‘believe’ that we can all channel our 
inner Ronaldo, Messi or Andy Cole 
(Palmer). Intense post-match analysis 
is a key element of self-improvement 
and repairing to the Cock and Rabbit 
is an essential part of Friday night. 

In case you are wondering what we 
talk about, we have an agenda which 
covers subjects as diverse as: 
• What’s happening to the local 

online shopping deliveries? 
• How many vintage football shirts 

do you have? 
• Is Crypto really a valid currency? 

• Are our offspring softer than us? 
• Latest give aways from Freecycle. 
• The price of disposable nappies. 
• Is oil procurement really like the 

Wild West? 
• The Government and the economy. 
• Beef cattle in Lee Common and 

the estimated volume of produce 
from a well-maintained allotment. 

• Comparing management and 
leadership styles. 

Of course, there may be a little 
discussion about football – from the 
Premier League to the Vanarama 
National League South (Chesham 
United for those not in the know). Pat 
always asks, “How come the team 
selector is always on the winning side?”. 
As the Americans say, “go figure”. 

All the above is about broadening 
the mind, learning and exchanging 
views and ideas – it’s in effect another 
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Lee self-help group helping maintain 
our mental health after a bit of 
physical exercise. 

So why not join us on and off (or 
just off) the pitch – contact John Pope 
at johnpope23@btopenworld.com or 
on 07956 334304. 

How to read a 
tree 
By Andrew C. Wadsworth 

W 
ith the evenings beginning to 
lighten and, at least on some 
days, a feeling that spring is 

on the way up here in the Chiltern 
Hilltop villages, I was put in mind of a 
book I received at Christmas. How to 
Read a Tree by Tristan Gooley is a 
fascinating insight into the life, 
behaviour and diversity of trees. The 
book is subtitled Clues and Patterns 
from Roots to Leaves. Walking through 
our local woods I am looking at trees in 
a new light. Trees are keen to tell us so 
much; they tell us about the land, 
water, people, animals, weather, and 
time. They also tell us about their lives, 
the good bits and bad. “Trees tell a 
story, but only to those who know how 
to read it,” says Gooley. 

Some clues to reading a tree 
In How to Read a Tree Gooley 

uncovers the clues hiding in plain 
sight: in a tree’s branches and leaves; 
its bark, buds and flowers; even its 
stump. Leaves with a pale, central 
streak mean that water is nearby. 
Young, low-growing branches show 
that a tree is struggling. And reddish 
or purple bark signals new growth. 

Like snowflakes, no two trees are 
exactly the same. Every difference 
reveals the epic story this tree has 
lived – if we stop to look closely. 
Gooley writes, “each time we pass a 

tree we can note a unique feature and 
read it as a clue to what that tree has 
experienced and what it reveals about 
the spot we stand on. A tree paints a 
picture of the local landscape.” Next 
time you are out walking take a look at 
what the trees in our woods may be 
telling us. 

Tristan Gooley is a fascinating 
character who, as well as being an 
award-winning, international best-
selling author, is the only living person 
to have both flown solo and sailed 
single-handedly across the Atlantic. 
After reading this book and thinking 
about what books are made of, it did 
occur to me that it was, of course, 
thanks to a tree I was able to read How 
to Read a Tree! 

Congratulations 
Lee Common resident in 
King’s New Year’s Honours 
By Sam Harrison 

C 
ongratulations are due to Joe 
Harrison, of Oxford Street, who 
was awarded a CBE for public 

services in the recent New Year’s 
Honours. His family and friends are 
proud and delighted that his 
commitment to healthcare has been 
recognised in such a way. They told 
The Lee Newsletter how hard he 
works as the Chief Executive of 

mailto:johnpope23@btopenworld.com
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  BB Remedial and Sports                 
                             Massage 

 

Lee Common HP16 9JR 
 

Bryony Benwell 
Soft Tissue Therapist 

 

bryonybenwell@hotmail.com 
 

07740 796309 
 

www.bbremedialmassage.com 

Milton Keynes Hospital NHS Trust 
where he has been for over 10 years as 
well as his national role in the NHS, 
leading the development of the NHS 
App. It was a lovely surprise and a 
very proud moment to see his 
commitment honoured in such a way. 

Lee 
Common 
School  
Proposal to federate 
By Pamela Batty 

Chair of Governors 

L 
ee Common School is known 
by so many in the area and a 
number of you, or your family 

members, attended the school in your 
childhood and have very fond 
memories of that time. We are so very 
lucky that, in its 152nd year of 
existence, the school continues to 

provide a fantastic education. The 
Larks Nursery is very popular and is 
an excellent starting point for those 
children moving into Reception. 

However, whilst Lee Common 
School continues to thrive, small 
schools are very vulnerable to issues 
such as a fall in pupil numbers, an 
impact of a low birth rate in the area 
and beyond. Schools are funded based 
on the number of children who attend, 
so fewer children in attendance can 
create enormous pressure on school 
finances. Out thanks must go to our 
amazing parent body, staff and 
members of the local community who 
all work very hard in their fundraising 
schemes, which help to pay for 
additional resources and extra-curricular 
experiences for the children at Lee 
Common School and Larks Nursery. 

As a Governing Board we have to 
consider the longer term and the best 
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would remain separate, retaining their 
own identity, budget, admission 
arrangements and Headteacher. The 
current arrangement where Little 
Missenden and Lee Common schools 
share a Headteacher would continue. 
We believe that formal collaboration 
will allow the schools to: 
• work together efficiently and 

sustainably to raise standards, 
improve services and increase 
opportunities for pupils and staff 

• share resources, expertise and 
facilities and ensure a stronger 
leadership team across the 
federation, without disrupting the 
existing staffing and structure at 
the four schools 

A consultation period from 10th 
February to 31st March has begun and 
we are inviting comments from 
interested parties. If you would like 
more details on the proposals, and a 
form on which to write your 
comments, please visit our school 
website on www.leecommon.org and 
look under the News and Events tab. 

Drop-in sessions at each school 
have been planned where you can 
come into school to discuss this 
proposal with members of the 
Governing Boards. Dates and times 
are detailed in the documents on the 
school website along with email 
addresses to contact should you be 
unable to attend in person. 

Response forms should be returned 
to the school office at Lee Common 
School by 31st March. 

We welcome all your views and 
feel that it is important that you play a 
part in shaping the future of education 
in our area. 

For those who are not familiar with 
Lee Common School and Larks Nursery, 
please take a look at the Facebook 

way to preserve the future of Lee 
Common School. That is why we have 
been looking at ways to work more 
closely with local schools, including 
Coleshill, Hyde Heath and Little 
Missenden, to enable us to make the 
best educational offer to the children 
in our community and beyond and to 
secure the future of all four schools for 
the long term. 

The Governing Boards of each of 
these four schools set up a joint working 
party to explore how to build upon and 
formalise the current close working 
relationship. Their recommendation is 
that we consult on a proposal to federate 
the four schools which they believe 
would be the best way to ensure the 
long-term sustainability of high-quality 
village school provision in our 
communities. Federation is where the 
four schools would join under a single 
Governing Board, but each school 

SHORT-TERM 
RENTALS 

From £495 per week (all inclusive) 
 

Self-catering holiday  
or temporary accommodation  

at Lee Common 
 

Moving house?   
     Completion dates donΩt coincide? 
     House sale falls through? 
     Builders outstaying their welcome? 

 

Expecting Visitors?    
     Need extra accommodation? 

 

{ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ tŜǊƛƻŘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΥ  
ǎƭŜŜǇǎ ŦƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ 

 

Tel: 01494 837798 
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.leecommon.org
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(https://www.facebook.com/share/
w3WcX9Gg49XdWC2w/?mibextid=ur) 
and Instagram (@leecommonschool) 
pages to see what activities take place at 
our wonderful school. 

Bridge too far! 
By Judy Hart et al 

W 
est was able to bid 1♠, using 
the ‘rule of 20’ on this hand, 
making it difficult for North-

South to find their game contract. 
 

 Q 3 
10 6 5 3 

 K J 
K 10 8 6 3 

    A 8 6 4          10 9 5 
    A K 9 7 4        8 
    10 6              9 8 5 4 3 
    9                J 5 4 2 

 K J 7 

 Q J 2 
 A Q 7 2 
 A Q 7 

 
Dealer: West 

Vulnerability: All  

 
How did North-South bid? See 

page 29. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAIR SERVICES 
Ladies cut and finish       £35 
Gents cut                 £12 
Children             From £12 
 

COLOURING SERVICES 
Full head of highlights      £65 
Half head of highlights      £48 
T section of highlights      £35 
Root regrowth            £25 
 
Have your hair done in the 
comfort of your own home 

 

I provide a professional service 
at a time convenient to you 

 

10 plus years experience 
including courses at Vidal 

Sassoon 
 

For more 
information, 
advice or to 
book an 

appointment, 
please contact 
Juliette on 
07403 227878 

-ÉËÅ ,ÁËÅ 
&ÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ Ǫ ,ÏÃÁÌ 

0ÁÉÎÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ $ÅÃÏÒÁÔÏÒ 
&ÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÏÕÃÈ 

)ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒ Ǫ %ØÔÅÒÉÏÒ 
!ÌÓÏ 0ÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ -ÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅ 

&ÏÒ Á ÆÒÅÅ ÑÕÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌȡ  

ΡΩΩΤΥ ΡΣΩΡΡΧ 
/Ò ÅÍÁÉÌ ÍÉËÅÌÁËÅΣΦΧͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

https://www.facebook.com/share/w3WcX9Gg49XdWC2w/?mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://www.facebook.com/share/w3WcX9Gg49XdWC2w/?mibextid=LQQJ4d
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Bridge Drive 
fundraiser 
By Judy Hart 

F 
orty four bridge players had a 
lovely afternoon playing bridge 
and enjoying tea at The Lee 

Parish Hall. I was told by those 
aficionados of the bridge drive circuit 
that we do the best tea! So many thanks 
to everyone who worked hard making 
sandwiches, baking cakes and serving 
tea on the day. Prizes were won for a 
top score, making a slam and winning a 
trick with a 2, as well as a prize for a 
random score, so there was hope for 
everyone to win! Also many thanks to 
all those who donated raffle prizes 
which enabled us to make a wonderful 
amount of almost £900, for the upkeep 
of St John the Baptist church. A very 
successful afternoon all round. 

Frog Patrol 
SOS 
Volunteers Needed! 
By Giles Robertson 

W 
e need more help patrolling 
Ballinger Road between 
Cherry Tree Lane and 

Oxford Street. It only takes about 10 
minutes each evening, and any time 
you can spare would make a big 
difference. The Frog Patrol last year 
ran from 21st February to 26th March 
on the warmer evenings when the 
amphibians make the crossing. 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

 Please contact Giles Robertson at 
giles@greenbananamarketing.com or 
message 07812 917173 if you’d like to 
help. As you’ll see in the photo, we now 
have new high-vis Frog Patrol vests to 
keep us safe. And wonderful banners. 
The logo was designed by Fletcher, the 
winner of the Lee Common School frog 

mailto:giles@greenbananamarketing.com
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revival of the traditional Christian 
Mothering Sunday, resisting the 
growing influence of the American 
Mother’s Day, which was seen as 
more commercial and secular. Her 
campaign sought to restore the 
religious significance of the festival, 
emphasising its connection to faith 
rather than consumerism. 

The Christian journey 
Today, churches across the UK 

continue to observe Mothering 
Sunday, maintaining elements of its 
original spiritual meaning. Traditions 
such as ‘clipping the church’ where 
congregants physically embrace the 
church or move around it in 
appreciation, persist as symbols of 
faith and belonging. While modern 
celebrations incorporate aspects of 
Mother’s Day, the festival remains a 
reminder of the nurturing role of the 
church in the Christian journey. 

* "ÒÏ×Î &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 
)ÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ &ÁÍÉÌÙ &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 

*ÂÒÏ×ÎÆÕÎÅÒÁÌÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢÃÏȢÕË 

• 7ÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÕÃËÓ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ !×ÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ 

ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ςπςρ 

• 2ÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ 4ÈÅ 'ÏÏÄ &ÕÎÅÒÁÌ 'ÕÉÄÅ 

7ÅÎÄÏÖÅÒ  
ςσ (ÉÇÈ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ 
(0ςς φ$5 

πρςωφ σρςςςς 

!ÍÅÒÓÈÁÍ  
φχ 7ÏÏÄÓÉÄÅ 2ÏÁÄ 

(0φ φ!! 
πρτωτ χςχτχτ 

*ÁÓÏÎ "ÒÏ×Î ÈÁÓ ÏÖÅÒ ςυ 

ÙÅÁÒÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÈÅÒÅ 

ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁËÉÎÇ 

ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÁÒÒÁÎÇÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ 

3ÅÒÖÉÎÇ 7ÅÎÄÏÖÅÒȟ !ÙÌÅÓÂÕÒÙȟ !ÍÅÒÓÈÁÍȟ 

4ÈÅ #ÈÁÌÆÏÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁÓȢ 

logo competition – though he’s pictured 
here in a slightly oversized adult large! 

A huge thank you to our sponsors – 
the Parish Hall, the Council, and Shop 
at The Lee – for their support. Please 
do get in touch to help our patrol. 
Hundreds of frogs, newts, and toads 
are about to begin their journey across 
the road to lay eggs in local ponds. 
Let’s make sure they get there safely! 

The evolution 
of Mothering 
Sunday 
By Revd Chris Haywood 

Y 
ou may be surprised to 
discover that Mothering 
Sunday or Mother’s Day as 

many of us now call it, originally had 
no connection to celebrating mothers 
or motherhood. Instead, it was a day 
dedicated to returning to one’s 
‘mother church’ – the place of 
baptism and spiritual nurture. Taking 
place on the middle Sunday of Lent, it 
was a time for reflection on one’s faith 
journey and a symbolic pilgrimage 
back to one’s religious roots. 

Over time the tradition evolved, 
partly because returning to the mother 
church often meant visiting family. 
Those in domestic service or 
apprenticeships were given the day off 
to visit their parents and, naturally, 
this led to expressions of gratitude 
toward mothers. Gifts, such as 
flowers, became a common practice, 
shifting the focus from a purely 
religious observance to a broader 
celebration of family and motherhood. 

In the early 20th century, 
Constance Penswick Smith led a 
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panel and then formally added to the 
list by the Buckinghamshire Council 
Cabinet. This phase of activity is now 
complete and nominations are closed. 

So what does this mean for the 
owners of the properties? The Council 
says that it “should not affect you”, 
and it’s fair to say that it won’t have a 
big impact. Local listing does not 
impose any additional requirements to 
obtain permission for work (unlike 
nationally listed buildings which 
require listed building consent for most 
work) and does not remove any of the 
Permitted Development Rights which 
homeowners have to make changes 
without planning permission. Local 
planning policies have always included 
a requirement to consider the heritage 
value of properties when deciding 
planning applications, including the 
impact that development might have 
on the setting of neighbouring 
buildings and the local area. In effect 
local listing gives advanced warning to 
owners and to neighbours that the 
heritage of the building concerned will 
be influential. It’s a good idea to 
include in any planning applications an 
explanation of why any changes 
proposed will not harm, or might even 
enhance, the features described in the 
Statement of Significance of the 
locally listed building. 

The local list, including descriptions, 
current and old photographs of the 14 
properties, can be found at local-
heritage-list.org.uk/buckinghamshire 

Local Heritage 
List 
By Phil Ogley 

Historic Building Consultant 

A 
t the end of January the owners 
of 14 properties in The Lee 
received a notice that their 

buildings had been added to the list of 
non-designated heritage assets 
(NDHA) by Buckinghamshire Council. 
These properties join the puddingstones 
on the green which were given NDHA 
status two years earlier, and will shortly 
be joined by the signpost opposite the 
war memorial. There are also 22 listed 
buildings in the parish and three 
ancient monuments. 

Local lists of historic buildings 
began in earnest in 1970 when the 
oversight of the lowest, formerly 
‘Grade III’, listed buildings was 
passed from central government to 
local planning authorities. Very few 
local authorities had the will or the 
resources to maintain a list of such 
buildings so in most areas the list 
stagnated or was stopped. 

But in 2019, in response to 
pressure for the protection of more 
buildings, the government announced 
a new campaign with funding for 22 
areas to create or improve their local 
lists. Buckinghamshire was one of the 
areas. Sites were nominated (by whom 
is not clear), assessed by a central 

http://local-heritage-list.org.uk/buckinghamshire
http://local-heritage-list.org.uk/buckinghamshire


15 



16 



17 



18 



19 

The demise of 
landlines? 
By the Editorial Team 

 

&ÙÌÈÛɯ,ÐÚÚÌÕËÌÕ 

2Ü××ÖÙÛÌËɯ+ÐÝÐÕÎ 
 

 ɯÞÈÙÔȮɯÍÙÐÌÕËÓàȮɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ

ÌÓËÌÙÓàȮɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÊÛÜÙÌÚØÜÌɯÊÌÕÛÙÌɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÌɯÝÐÓÓÈÎÌȭ 

"ÖÔÌɯÈÕËɯÛÈÒÌɯÈɯÓÖÖÒɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÍÖÙɯ
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3ÌÓȯɯƔƕƘƝƘɯƜƚƙƔƖƚɯ 

ÖÙɯÌÔÈÐÓɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÉÙÖÊÏÜÙÌɯ

ÔÈÕÈÎÌÙɑÈÍÎÔȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

%ÐÕËɯÖÜÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÖÕɯÖÜÙɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌ 

ÞÞÞȭÈÉÉÌàŗÌÓËȭÊÖÔ 

“Together with Government, 
Ofcom, telecoms providers, charity 
partners and key industry groups, BT 
is working hard to ensure that 
everyone knows about the change, 
how they will be impacted and what 
they need to do as a result.” 

So, what’s the issue? 
As Humpty Dumpty said, “When I 

use a word, it means just what I choose 
it to mean – neither more, nor less.” 

The Voice over IP ‘landline’ issue 
is complicated by the fact that a 

T 
here has been quite a bit of chat 
lately on local WhatsApp 
groups about the upcoming 

demise of landlines, with some people, 
especially those who have alarm 
buttons, raising safety concerns in the 
case of a power cut. What’s the truth? 
We sent our tech team to investigate… 

The official line… 
BT/Openreach say, “Landlines in 

the UK are going digital. The existing 
analogue technology (the PSTN – 
Public Switched Telephone Network) 
which has supported phone and 
broadband services for decades is 
being retired and switched off. 

“The good news is the landline is 
here to stay. By the end of January 
2027, the vast majority of customers 
will be provided with a broadband 
line, making calls the same as they do 
today, but using ‘Voice over 
IP’ (VOIP) technology that uses an 
internet connection. 

“Digital landlines will be easier to 
maintain and will underpin many of 
the new digital services for homes and 
businesses, providing a better service 
for customers. 
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broadband-based landline needs 
electricity in the home to power it, 
whereas a copper wire-based landline 
does not. 

So, many people are concerned 
about what happens if you have a 
power cut and want to make an 
emergency call or operate your alarm? 
“Use your mobile phone” may be an 
answer? But what if you don’t have a 
mobile phone, or live where there is no 
mobile phone network (like the bottom 
of Swan Bottom and even for some 
living near The Lee Green)? Then, 
without a copper wire-based landline, 
you have no means of communicating 
with the outside world! 

Those without a mobile phone 
network can already use Voice over IP 
for their mobile phones (using WiFi-
based technology provided by 
Vodafone, EE, O2 etc). However, 
some also keep an old-fashioned 

simple telephone that can be plugged 
into the copper wire-based landline 
when there is power cut, and they can 
then continue to ring anyone they 
like… until power is restored. 

A partial solution? 
BT/Openreach can and do 

sometimes provide a battery back-up 
for VOIP so you can continue to make 
calls for a while, but not indefinitely. 

So, this is the real issue of 
concern... if you get a power cut, run 
out of back-up and don’t have a 
mobile phone (or any coverage at 
home), then you have to go in search 
of someone or somewhere that does. 
Not the end of world for some but 
concerning for many. 

The policy is clear 
The Government states that 

“communications providers should 
have at least one solution available 
that enables access to emergency 
organisations for a minimum of one 
hour in the event of a power outage in 
the premises, and that this solution 
should be offered free of charge to 
those who are at risk as they depend 
on their landline”. They advise, “If 
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9-11 S  A 
G  M  
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you have devices connected to your 
phone line, such as alarm systems, 
telecare devices or fax machines [does 
anyone actually still have a fax 
machine? Ed], you should take steps 
to ensure they will continue to 
function correctly following the 
migration to a digital phone line. You 
might need to upgrade your device to 
make sure it is compatible, check if it 
needs to have its own battery and 
network back-up, or purchase an 
adaptor to ensure it continues to 
function correctly.”  

If you rely on an emergency 
service, if you don’t have a mobile 
phone or if you live somewhere where 
there’s no signal, your landline 
provider should offer you a solution 
such as a battery back-up unit. This 
will mean that you can still make 
emergency calls during a power cut…
for at least an hour. 

Further information is available 
from the Government at https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-transition-
from-analogue-to-digital-
landlines#what-the-change-means-in-
practice-and-how-you-can-prepare 

OFCOM also offers advice at 
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-and
-broadband/landline-phones/future-of-
landline-calls 

In particular, they advise, “before 
you change to a digital landline, let 
your provider know if: 
• you have a care alarm, health 

pendant or security alarm that uses 
the telephone line; 

• you don’t own a mobile phone, or 
• you don’t have enough signal at 

home to call the emergency 
services in a power cut; or 

• you have a disability or any other 
needs that mean you need extra 
help with the installation.” 

Quality Building & 
Renovation Projects 

 

Based locally, PVE Construction are 
well known for providing high 
quality work throughout the 

Chilterns and surrounding areas.  
 

We specialise in both residential and 
commercial projects offering a wide 

range of services from individual 
home improvements to complete 

new build management. 
 

Call Phil Easeman on 07771 863880 
or visit www.pveconstruction.co.uk 

 
Professional    Reliable   Trusted 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-transition-from-analogue-to-digital-landlines#what-the-change-means-in-practice-and-how-you-can-prepare
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-transition-from-analogue-to-digital-landlines#what-the-change-means-in-practice-and-how-you-can-prepare
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-transition-from-analogue-to-digital-landlines#what-the-change-means-in-practice-and-how-you-can-prepare
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-transition-from-analogue-to-digital-landlines#what-the-change-means-in-practice-and-how-you-can-prepare
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-transition-from-analogue-to-digital-landlines#what-the-change-means-in-practice-and-how-you-can-prepare
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-and-broadband/landline-phones/future-of-landline-calls/
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-and-broadband/landline-phones/future-of-landline-calls/
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-and-broadband/landline-phones/future-of-landline-calls/
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The Lee Gate 
Youth Hostel 
By Carol Addison 

D 
id you know that The Lee once 
had its own youth hostel? It 
was at Lee Gate and is now 

called Thornbury Lodge. 
The Lee Gate Youth Hostel opened 

in May 1965 and was erected as a 
Norwegian style chalet-type building. 
It had beds for 40 people in four 
dormitories, together with a common 
room, kitchen, garage and cycle shed. 
After 18 years there were drainage 
problems and the structure needed 
underpinning. The costs of maintaining 
this building were not thought 
practicable for the Youth Hostel 
Association and a decision was made to 
sell it. Sadly, the hostel closed on 17th 
December 1983 having seen many, 
many thousands of hostellers pass 
through the parish. 

[Who was it who said of Youth 
Hostelling, “A place where you can 

sleep in a room full of strangers, wake 
up to find your socks missing, but make 
lifelong friends while doing it”? Ed] 

Special church 
services 
The Lee Church 
this month 
By Revd Chris Haywood 

T 
here are a number of significant 
services at Church in The Lee 
this month, which are reflective 

of the church year. 
The Family Service on Sunday 2nd 

March  at 11.00 am (all ages welcome) 
will explore Lent creatively. Almost 
certainly there will be pancakes! 
Maybe a race. 

On Wednesday 5th March, Lent (a 
period of reflection, repentance and 
preparation for Easter) starts with an 
Ash Wednesday Service which includes 
a ritual called the ‘imposition of Ashes’. 
Please do join us to start Lent with this 
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solemn act. Alternatively I shall be at 
the Cock and Rabbit later with the 
Ashes to undertake ‘ashing’ as required 
in a more informal setting. Indeed I’ll 
have them on me all day if you wish to 
stop me and seek being marked. 

Finally, Mothering Sunday is on 
Sunday 30th March with a special 
service at 11.00 am. Of course this is a 
celebration and a joyous occasion, 
where we celebrate our mothers, make 
them feel special and give them gifts 
and look after them. For many of us, 
however, it’s a difficult day, as we 
remember mothers we’ve lost or never 
known, regret not being able to be a 
mother for a variety of reasons or 
recall difficult experiences of our 
mothers or mothering. It’s a very 
challenging service to lead and get the 
tone right with all this variety of 
feeling in the room, so to speak. 

Anyhow I will conduct the service 
with sensitivity, whilst also retaining a 
gently celebratory and honouring tone. 

G&T in 
the OC 
By The Lee Old Church Trust 

T 
he Trust are delighted to 
welcome local artisan business 
Puddingstone Distillery on 5th 

April, at 7:30 pm. 
In 2016 Ben and Kate Marston, 

opened the doors to Puddingstone 
Distillery, Hertfordshire’s first ever 
gin distillery, located in Tring. 

Their Campfire Gin range has 
amassed nearly 40 international 
awards and accolades including the 
prestigious title of The Gin Guide’s 
Distillery of the Year 2021. The name 
Campfire was inspired by memorable 
experiences sipping gin outdoors by 

Your local friendly 
Osteopathic Practice, 
set in the beautiful 
Chiltern Countryside. 
 

Everyone at the Chiltern Osteopathics 
Practice is committed to providing the 
highest standards of osteopathic care for 
the treatment of all back and joint problems. 
 

For over twenty years, our practice has 
continued to provide each patient with the 
most appropriate and effective treatment in 
order to reduce the risk of reoccurrence 
and aggravation. 
 

The aim of working with each patent is to 
obtain the maximum benefit out of the 
minimum number of treatment sessions. 
 

Please contact us for an initial consultation. 
Private parking is freely available. 
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The Lee Parish Hall 
  Tuesday mornings at 9:00 am - 10:00 am 
 Wednesday  evenings at 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
 Thursday mornings at 9:00 am - 10:00 am 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Monday mornings at 9:15 am - 10:15 am 

  Friday mornings at 9:15 am - 10:15 am 

purchase bottles from them on the 
night. Please do book tickets in good 
time to avoid disappointment, 
available by phone or email from Jilly 
Carleton-Smith on 837205 or 
jillycs@btinternet.com, or Pam Garner 
on 837501 or avgj33@btinternet.com 

Update from 
St Mary’s 
A flexible community hub 
By Anne Ellis and Maggi Cameron 

Associate Churchwardens 

A 
nne and I are both delighted 
that after all the recent work 
and money spent on St Mary’s 

Church, Ballinger, it is fast becoming 
a very useful meeting place for our 
local community. Of course, this is 
what Abraham Watson intended when 
he enabled the building to be 
constructed back in 1873. 

open fires and the founders have 
continued this connection to the 
outdoors with sustainable business 
practices and partnerships with local 
wildlife and conservation trusts. 

Dedicated to the creation of gins 
that provide the perfect base for a 
simple gin and tonic or more complex 
cocktails, as proven in their 2019 
World’s Best Martini Challenge win, 
the team at Puddingstone Distillery are 
committed to upholding the traditional 
values of this much-loved drink and 
sharing their passion far and wide. 

Please do join us for what 
promises to be an entertaining evening 
hearing of Ben and Kate’s journey. 

To follow the talk they will be 
serving us with expertly curated gin 
and tonics served alongside canapes, 
all within the ticket price of £15.00. 
There will also be the opportunity to 

mailto:jillycs@btinternet.com
mailto:avgj33@btinternet.com


25 

St Mary’s is now fully decorated: 
the porch restored, the heater refitted in 
the vestry and the whole place painted 
throughout; it is being regularly used by 
various organisations. The community 
have really embraced the flexibility 
afforded by having chairs instead of 
pews and several different groups now 
enjoy the building for a variety of 
reasons. Newly formed Village Friends 
have held a beetle drive, a quiz and a 
talk there. The youth club LIGHT 
(affiliated to St Peter and St Paul) have 
adopted the venue for their meetings, 
whilst a local family books it for their 
annual Boxing Day party. A regular 
Pilates session is also in the offing. 

From an idea mooted at the monthly 
Lee Walk, Maggi and I tried a Bridge 
Afternoon as a winter fundraiser and 
needless to say it was a great success. 
Huge thanks are due to our friends in 
The Lee and also to Ginny Robinson 
and Elaine and Peter Rushforth without 

 

from your local independent 
electrical retailer 

 
 

Price Match Guarantee 
Professional Installation 

Expert Knowledge 
 

Chiltern Domestic 
Appliances Ltd 
20-22 Red Lion Street 

Chesham HP5 1EZ 
01494 771682 

www.chilternappliances.co.uk 

Kitchen appliances 
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whose help we would have fallen flat 
on our faces. 

We would also like to mention 
four more people in particular who 
deserve a special thank you. They are 
firstly Tammy and Becky who live in 
the Watson Cottages next door and 
who keep Anne and I going by 
supplying us with cups of tea, glasses 
of wine and tempting nibbles to go 
with them. The other two people to 
mention are Martin the Milkman who 
supplies us with milk for all our tea 
and coffee and John Dilworth who 
turns up out of the blue to cut our 
grass. We have numerous other 
helpers who could be mentioned but 
the list is very long and they all know 
who they are. Thank you to them all! 

Finally we are hoping to hold a 
Flower Festival on the weekend of 10th 
May and we hope to see as many 
people as possible coming along. 

 

Shop at The Lee 

 
For all your daily needs 

 

A community shop, financed and 
run by the village; the shop lies at 

the heart of the parish. 
 
 

Current opening hours: 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m. until 5.00 p.m. 
Saturdays: 8.00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
Sundays: 7.30 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

 
Tel: 01494 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

There is always a warm welcome for 
anyone who calls in. We will be 
selling tea and cake over the weekend. 
Thank you again to everyone. 

HS2 Updates 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

Rocky Lane closure 

R 
eaders will be aware that 
Rocky Lane was closed by the 
HS2 project on 17th February. 

This closure is expected to continue 
until mid-August. 

The reasons for the closure 
The original Environmental 

Statement (ES) anticipated that the 
construction of this realignment would 
occur “off-line”, meaning the current 
roads would remain open and traffic 
could flow normally until the new 
alignment was ready to be connected 
to the existing highway network. The 
integration of the new alignment was 
expected to require only minimal 
traffic management, with short-term 
closures. These brief interruptions 
were projected at the time to have “a 
minimal impact on public traffic”. No 
“major utility works” were identified 
near Rocky Lane. 

However, since the original ES it 
has been discovered that the required 
utility works are in fact far more 

 

MARTIN THE MILKMAN LTD 
Your local independent dairyman Est 1989 

Doorstep delivery of milk and produce 
 

          To place an order call: 

        01442 833944 
       Phones manned between  

            4pm-6pm Mon-Fri 
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extensive than assumed and a longer-
term road closure is now required to 
complete the works. 

At a meeting with local councils in 
September 2024, the project reported 
that they had reviewed all alternative 
options (including single-lane traffic 
control and the construction of a 
temporary relief road). The project 
concluded that a temporary closure of 
Rocky Lane would be required for a 
period of up to six months and 
summarised the case in a Supplementary 
Environmental Report (SER) dated 
November 2024, which can be found at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
media/679381e38a0829895f24bf26/
Supplementary_Environmental_Informa
tion_Report_-_Rocky_Lane.pdf 

Mitigating the impact 
The report concluded that the 

closure of Rocky Lane will affect an 
estimated 1,300 motorised vehicle 
users per day (approx. a quarter of a 
million movements over six months). 
Furthermore, these vehicles will be 
required to undergo a maximum 

diversion of up to 13.5 km (via 
Chesham Lane, Ballinger Road, Frith 
Hill and the A413), which would 
result in “a major adverse significant 
effect on traffic flows”. 

They acknowledged that a shorter, 
8.4 km informal route via Leather 
Lane is available for local traffic, 
however they also recognised that this 
diversion is unsuitable for heavy use, 
particularly by HGVs. 

Local parish councils raised a 
number of concerns about the closure 
and the proposed diversion route(s) 
and asked for consideration to be 
given in particular to: 
• one-way (up-hill) traffic on 

Leather Lane during the Rocky 
Lane closure 

• restrictions on Hale Lane 
• clearer signage about the lack of 

access to the A413 / Wendover on 
Chesham Lane 

• similarly, on Chartridge Lane 
• communication of the closure to a 

wider audience 
• discussion with one-network and 

satnav system operators 
• regular monitoring once the 

closure was in progress. 

Although most of these should 
have now been implemented, Bucks 
Council and the project were not able 
to agree the first two requests, 
although they have agreed to keep 
them under review. 

Concern has also been raised about 
the effect of this closure on 
emergency services, and a way of 
maintaining a route for them down 
Rocky Lane to the A413 was 
requested. Alas, we now know this 
has not proven possible. 

Compensation 
Whilst the recent SER explains 

that “new significant effects have been 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/679381e38a0829895f24bf26/Supplementary_Environmental_Information_Report_-_Rocky_Lane.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/679381e38a0829895f24bf26/Supplementary_Environmental_Information_Report_-_Rocky_Lane.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/679381e38a0829895f24bf26/Supplementary_Environmental_Information_Report_-_Rocky_Lane.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/679381e38a0829895f24bf26/Supplementary_Environmental_Information_Report_-_Rocky_Lane.pdf
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identified with respect to traffic and 
transport” and it details some local 
businesses on the A413, it ignores 
businesses located at or near the top of 
Rocky Lane which are very much 
dependent on it. 

The question therefore arises as to 
the issue of possible compensation for 
businesses affected by the unexpected, 
lengthy closure of Rocky Lane. 

A private resident of The Lee 
parish has already taken the issue of 
compensation to HS2 complaints 
asking what compensation might be 
available to residents. The short 
answer was “none” – roadworks are 
just a fact of life. There appears to be 
some legal precedence to support this 
view. However, we are also being 
asked for advice on the issue by a 
small number of businesses (in the 
Kings Ash / The Lee area) that will 
undoubtedly suffer as a result of the 
lengthy closure. 

To some extent the same principle 
of ‘just a fact of life’ applies. 
However, HS2 was enacted by a 
Hybrid Bill – the process of which was 
supposed to identify the ‘private 

impact’ of these ‘public works’. This 
does not appear to have happened in 
this case. 

It may be that if it can be 
demonstrated that a private business 
has suffered in a way that was not 
properly anticipated and assessed by 
Parliament, then a claim for 
compensation may be made. 

We understand that businesses 
need to go to HS2 Enquiries to start 
any process to make a claim; we have 
also asked for any other guidance/
precedence that might be available. 

If there are any businesses that 
would like to test their case for 
compensation, please contact me at 
cllr.sully@thelee.org.uk If there is 
sufficient interest we might arrange a 
meeting to discuss further. 

Meanwhile… the A413 
The work to complete the Small 

Dean viaduct continues and will 
require (in March): 
Overnight closures: 
• Tuesday 11th (8:30 pm) – 

Wednesday 12th (5:30 am) 
• Friday 21st (8:30 pm) – Saturday 

22nd (5:30 am) 

mailto:cllr.sully@thelee.org.uk
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Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 
with a personal touch 

 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property  

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 

by skilled craftsmen using traditional 

carpentry techniques 
 

For wood with wow call  

Alasdair Cunningham on  

01494 890145 or email: 

Office@timbercreationsltd.com 

• Monday 24th (8:30 pm) – Tuesday 
25th (5:30 am) 

Daytime two-way traffic lights: 
• Thursday 13th (9:00 am – 3:00 pm) 
• Thursday 27th (9:00 am – 3:00 pm) 

HS2 contractors are holding their 
next Drop-in at Great Missenden 
Memorial Hall on Wednesday 12th 
March (5:00 pm to 7:00 pm). 

As usual, we will keep you posted 
on any changes as best we can on The 
Lee Forum and in these Newsletters. 

For the latest updates on works in 
the area, including the latest Advance 
Works Notice, you can also visit 
www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/  

If you have a question or 
complaints about HS2 please contact 
the HS2 Helpdesk on 08081 434 434 
or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk 

Bridge too far! 
     W     N     E     S 
     1       pass   pass   dbl 
     pass   3     pass   3NT 
      Pass   pass    pass 
 

Opening lead 7  
 

North was forced to bid following 

South’s double and the jump bid to 3  
was key as this showed nine or more 
points. This enabled South to 
confidently bid 3NT and that made 
with two overtricks. 

TIDY TAILS 

http://www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/
mailto:hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
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Once you’ve read it, 
why not return this 
Newsletter to Shop at 
The Lee for someone 
else to enjoy? 

Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Babies and Toddlers Group 

Sophie Underwood, 07970 022190  
Ballinger Hall Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Katharine Hersee 
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary: 
jennywooding@btconnect.com 

Sunday 9th. Parish Communion (CW) 
at the New Church. 11:00 am. 
Sunday 16th. Holy Communion 
(BCP) at the Old Church. 8:00 am. 
Sunday 23rd. Parish Communion 
(CW) at the New Church. 11:00 am. 
Sunday 30rd. Mothering Sunday  
Communion (CW) at the New 
Church. 11:00 am. 

St Mary’s, Ballinger 
Sunday 2nd. Informal Communion at 
9:30 am followed by refreshments.  
Sunday 30th March. Mothering Sunday 
Evening Prayer at 6:00 pm. 

Coming soon 
Thursday 3rd April. The Lee village 
walk. 9:30 am at The Lee Green. 
Saturday 5th April. G&T at the OC, with 
Puddingstone Distillery. See page 23. 
Tuesday 22nd April. Village Friends. 
10:30 am at The Cock and Rabbit. 
Sunday 27th April. Shop at The Lee 
AGM. 12:00 noon. The Lee Parish Hall. 
Thursday 1st May. Local Elections. See 
page 6. 
Tuesday 20th May. The Lee Parish 
Council Meeting. 7:30 pm at the 
Parish Hall (to be confirmed). 
Saturday 21st June. The Lee Church 
F°te. 2:00-5:00 pm. The Lee Green. 
Saturday 19th July. The Lee Flower 
Show. 1:45 pm at The Lee Manor Park. 

The fastest way to let everyone in the 
parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

March 
Wednesday 5th. Start of weekly Lent 
Group at St John the Baptist. 7:30 pm. 
Thursday 6th. The Lee village walk. 
9:30 am at The Lee Green. 
Tuesday 11th. The Lee Parish Council 
Meeting. 7:30 pm at the Parish Hall. 
Wednesday 12th. HS2 Drop-in at Great 
Missenden Hall. 5:00–7:00 pm. 
Sunday 23rd. Beyond Difference 
interfaith meeting 2:00-4:00 pm at 
Chesham Town Hall. See page 2. 
Sunday  23rd. AGM of The Lee Old 
Church Trust, followed by talk on 
the church’s history. 7:30 pm in the 
Old Church. 
Tuesday 25th. Village Friends. 10:30 
am at The Cock and Rabbit. 

Church Services 
St John the Baptist, The Lee 
Sunday 2nd. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at the Old Church. 8:00 am. 
Sunday 2nd.. Family Service at the 
New Church. 11:00 am.  
Wednesday 5th. Imposition of Ashes 
and Holy Communion at the Old 
Church. 5:00 pm. 
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The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parish… and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome letters and articles of 
interest and relevance to The Lee. 
Copy should be sent to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
the month before publication. 

Letters should ideally run to no more 
than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise in the newsletter or 
place an insert, please contact Hannah 
Lane at hannahcmlane@gmail.com or 
on 07747 114640, by the 12th of the 
previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com 

For queries regarding distribution 
contact Phil Harrison on 837469. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Ruth Fowler, Mary Godfrey, Liz 
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller,  
Colin Sully and Louise Wadsworth. 

Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham. 
01494 778053. 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 

Lee Common C of E School 
School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

Lee Common Scouts 
Group Scout Leader, Chris Nevill; 
864881, gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Scouts, Enzo D’Alessandro; 
scouts@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Beavers, Karen Bruton; 
beavers@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Cubs, James Bruton; 
cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk 

Shop at The Lee 
Symeon Economou, 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

St John the Baptist Church, The Lee 
Vicar: Revd Chris Haywood, 837566 
Churchwarden: Trevor Pearce, 837601 
Treasurer: David Stephenson, 867617 

St Maryôs Church, Ballinger 
Associate Wardens: Anne Ellis, 
837247 and Maggi Cameron, 864790 
or maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk 

Tennis Court @ Parish Hall 
Bookings: Pippa Hart 07785 323232 
(ideally WhatsApp) 

The Arts Society Ballinger 
Contact: Susanne Baker, 864893 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 
www.theleecc.org.uk:  
Secretary: Mike Harris 07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450 

The Lee Newsletter 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com 

The Lee Old Church Trust 
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 

The Lee Parish Council  
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 07704 909324  
clerk@thelee.org.uk 
www.thelee.org.uk/pc  

The Lee Parish Hall Committee 
Bookings: Pippa Hart, 837340 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

To book the Parish Hall  
 

ôphone Pippa Hart on 837340 or 
 
 

07785 323232  
 

Rates 
Mon-Fri - Ã15 per hour 
Sat/Sun - Ã17 per hour 
Bank Holiday - Ã17 per hour 
 

Car park only - Ã10 
Crockery/Cutlery Ã15 
(hire outside of hall) 

http://www.thelee.org.uk
mailto:hannahcmlane@gmail.com
mailto:battenjonathan@hotmail.com



