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From the Editor 
A season for reflection 
By Louise Wadsworth 

conflict, displaced peoples, the effects 
of climate change on our planet and 
political instability. I donôt know 
about you, but increasingly that 
contrast makes me feel uncomfortable. 
That discomfort lies partly in the 

understanding of how lucky we are to 
have been born in this era and in this 
part of the world. Most of us have 
enjoyed a life of stability and peace 
that millions of people across the 
world can only dream of. 
So what do we do with this 

awareness? Exactly what many people 
in The Lee and surrounding villages 
already do. We stay awake to what is 
happening in the world more widely 
and to those in need in our own 
country and community, and we 
recognise that we have a duty to use 
our privilege and position to affect 
what we can. And what pleasure there 
is in being able to make some sort of a 
difference to others when it can feel 
that societal values are going more in 
the direction of ñwhatôs in it for me?ò 
Wishing you a thoughtful and 

connected September and may we each 
find a way to turn awareness into action. 
Please send your contributions for 

the October edition to the editor, Liz 
Macann, by 12th September, at 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com  

Once youôve read it, 
why not return this 
Newsletter to Shop at 
The Lee for someone 
else to enjoy? 

A 
s the September edition of our 
village newsletter comes 
together, Iôve been reading 

through the thoughtful articles and 
updates on summer events arriving in 
our inbox. Each one is a reminder of the 
varied and fulfilling life we enjoy here 
in The Lee villages ï from community 
events and local achievements to the 
simple pleasure of walking across the 
fields on a sunny day or bumping into 
someone we havenôt seen in a while at 
the Shop and having a good catch up! 
All this certainly paints a vivid picture 
of our privileged community. 
And yet, as I read, Iôve found 

myself pausing to reflect on it more 
deeply. We may live in an 
environment of safety, warmth and 
comfort but the story across much of 
the world is somewhat different. In my 
work, talking to clients from across the 
world, from newsfeeds on my phone 
to TV coverage, that picture shows us 

mailto:theleenewsletter@gmail.com
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brilliant read, only one star to a 
disappointing read. 

Books, like art and music, are very 
much a matter of individual taste and 
should vary from one reader to another. 
If you would like to support this 

idea, please contact the Newsletter 
editor with the name of your book club 
(room for imagination!), the appointed 
contact and their details. 
Letôs hear from our local 

bookworms, please, and a club 
volunteer to start the ball rolling in 
October. With winter just around the 
corner, grey days and dark evenings, 
October would be the ideal time to 
curl up with a good book. 
Anthea Hartley 
Lee Common 
[If you would like to volunteer your 
Book Club to be the first to take part 
in this new monthly section of the 
Newsletter, please submit a response 
and book suggestion by 12th September 
for the October edition. Ed] 

Your letters 
Bookwormôs choice 
To the Editor 

Do you ever find yourself craving a 
good read but are unable to find a 
book that grabs your attention? 
Many years ago I was a member of 

a book club, however, several months 
went by when the book club choice 
wasnôt really my cup of tea. Working 
full time, my reading opportunities 
were limited and so I jumped ship and 
now rely on my friends, who belong 
to a variety of book clubs, for 
recommendations of books. 
The Lee and surrounding villages 

are blessed with several book clubs 
and I am wondering if it would be a 
good idea to share their thoughts and 
suggestions in a designated section of 
The Lee Newsletter each month? 
The various clubs could take it in 

turn to submit their membersô views 
and thoughts on recently read books. 
The Bookwormôs choice section 

would be available to readers, club 
members or non-members, who would 
like to share their views on books and 
authors in general. 
My suggestion would be to keep 

the organisation as minimal and 
uncomplicated as possible. This is 
how it could work: 
¶ Each book club would nominate a 
member as a point of contact. 

¶ Each month the clubs would take it 
in turns to submit and share their 
membersô views of their book of 
the month to The Lee Newsletter. 

¶ Likewise, ófloating votersô like 
myself could also share their 
recommendations and views of 
recently read books if they wish. 

¶ Each book could be recommended 
on a star system ï five stars to a 
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Pluma on the Pitch 
To the Editor 

The most enormous thank you for all 
your help with promoting of Pluma on 
the Pitch. 
Not having done this event before, 

we were absolutely delighted with the 
way it went and Charlie Baxter and his 
team were so pleased with all the 
comments they received, so a great PR 
exercise for Pluma. 
It was also a success for the 

charity, and our estimate is that we 
have raised over Ã6,000, which is a 
fantastic amount. 
The marquee looked very different 

to Summertime Swing, but very 
colourful and very Spanish! 

Again, our thanks for enabling this 
event to happen. 
Claire Wise 
Events and Fundraising Officer 
Scannappeal 

Opening Up Literature 
To the Editor 

This September, Opening Up 
Literature brings two new courses of 
study to the Amersham Museum. 
Mary Sharp will be teaching Mrs 

Gaskellôs Victorian novel North and 
South and Shakespeareôs Julius 
Caesar ï for those who havenôt read 
it, itôs the most quoted play in the 
English language so you probably 
know some of it already. 

The classes are great fun with the 
nicest possible group of people. So 
please join us on Tuesday afternoons 
at 1:15 pm or 3:00 pm for North and 
South and 4:45 pm for Julius Caesar. 
For more details, please contact Mary 
at marysharp@btinternet.com 
In other local news, Village Friends 

are visiting Amersham Museum in Old 
Amersham on Wednesday 10th 
September at 10:00 am, so if you donôt 
know the museum, do join us then. 
Ann Toettcher 
The Lee 

Oxford Street allotments 
hedge removal 
To the Editor 

The UK is considered to be one of the 
most nature depleted countries in 
Europe. I was, therefore, so sad to see 
the Parish Council submit a planning 
application to remove the hedge at the 
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either as adults, eggs, pupae or larvae. 
When I visited to have a look, house 
sparrows and blackbirds were present 
in the hedgerow. 
During a recent timed 15 minute 

butterfly count I noted a 30% decline 
in species when compared to the last 
year. It also appears that the colony of 
scarlet tiger moths that delighted so 
many folks at the Oxford Street 
entrance has been wiped out following 
the visit of Mr Roundup (of course 
other poisons are available) destroying 
their food source. 
The removal of this hedgerow 

containing blackthorn, bramble, 
hawthorn and ivy, will lead to further 
biodiversity loss. 
One would have thought the Parish 

Council would nurture and cherish this 
haven for wildlife in the centre of the 
village, particularly after the demise of 
the Liberty Reserve. 
Don Stone 
Sly Corner 

Useful contacts in one place 
To the Editor 

The Parish Council frequently includes 
in its reports details of whom to contact 
for everything from potholes to intrusive 
hedges and from allotments to HS2. 
But, every month, we still get people 
asking about one or more of these. 
We were wondering if a standard 

column of council contacts might be 
added every month at the back of each 
edition of The Lee Newsletter. Having 
canvassed a few willing souls, 
everyone seems to agree that this 
would be a much-appreciated addition 
to the back pages. 
Colin Sully 
The Lee Parish Council 
[Please see the back pages of this 
edition of the Newsletter for our first 
iteration. Ed] 

allotments and play area, especially 
after setting such a fine example with 
the Oxford Street boundary hedgerow, 
leaving it uncut until September, 
thereby leaving breeding birds/insects 
to get on in peace as they raise their 
young. What about the birds/insects 
that inhabit this particular hedgerow? 
It seems in the Parish Council 

views the hedgerow is óredundantôï 
try telling that to those that call it 
home; it provides an ideal winter 
hibernation site for frogs, toads and 
newts ï keeping them safe from 
passing predators. Some will, no 
doubt, already be in residence, 
succumbing to an untold death when 
the destruction commences. 
Butterfly species such as 

brimstone, small tortoiseshell and 
peacock also find the dense ivy to their 
liking as they hibernate through the 
winter months, along with countless 
moths using it throughout the year, 
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Diana 
Morley 
1926-2025 
By Erica Cheetham 

Doyenne Diana 

O 
n 6th May, a concert was held in 
praise of musical biographer 
Diana McVeagh. ñIôm a 

doyenne!ò she exclaimed, amused by 
how her dear friend, organiser Iain 
Burnside, had described her. Many of 
her closest friends ï Iain Burnside, 
Piers Lane, Roderick Williams, Lucy 
Russell, Michael Foyle and Susan 
Bickley ï performed works by 
composers she loved most: Bach, Biber, 
Elgar, Finzi, Duparc and Weill. ñItôs not 
everyone who gets to attend their own 
memorial concert while still living!ò 
she laughed. The evening was magical. 
Almost exactly two months later, 

on 2nd July, Diana died aged 98 ï the 
oldest person in the village. With no 
surviving blood relatives but a wealth 
of friends, relations by marriage and 
godchildren, she would have been 
astonished that more than 60 mourners 
gathered for her beautiful funeral. 

Early years 
Diana McVeagh (later Morley) 

was born in Malaya on 6th September 
1926 to John McVeagh, a rubber 
plantation manager, and Margaret 
McVeagh, who had studied singing at 
the Royal College of Music. When she 
was five, the family returned to 
Porthcawl in South Wales, where her 
parents built and ran a hotel and she 
began piano lessons. At 10 she was 
sent to Malvern Girlsô College, a town 
steeped in Elgarôs legacy ï he had died 
when she was seven. 
In 1944 she entered the Royal 

College of Music. Writing under her 

maiden name, she quickly became a 
respected figure in classical music 
circles. She contributed extensively to 
The Musical Times, eventually 
becoming its assistant editor, and 
reviewed regularly for The Times. 

A voice in the world of music 
Her first book, Elgar: The Music 

Maker (1955), bold, insightful and at 
times controversial, caught the 
attention of composer Gerald Finzi, 
who became a close friend. On his 
death, she was the natural choice to 
write his biography, Gerald Finzi: His 
Life and Music (2005). 
Over the years she contributed to 

The New Grove Dictionary of Music 
and Musicians, championed the 
English Song Festival in Ludlow and 
the Bard Festival at Bard College, 
New York, and saw her name 
honoured in the North American 
British Music Studies Associationôs 
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recounted in her October 2017 article 
Mould Juice in The Lee Newsletter. 

Their home quickly became a hub 
for visitors, blending science, music 
and friendship. Diana threw herself into 
gardening, delighting in rhododendrons 
planted in 1899 for Queen Victoriaôs 
Jubilee and in the many birds that 
visited Ladygrove. ñI know of no more 
evocative sound than a blackbirdôs 
evensongé a gentle crooning in a 
February dusk, signal that spring will 
come and the birds will sing again,ò 
she wrote in the Newsletter. 
Some years before his death in 

1994, Bill urged Diana not to ñwaste 
timeò but to return to the work and 
passions she had set aside while caring 
for him through his long illness. She 
did just that ï travelling widely, 
writing her books, mentoring young 
musicians, supporting festivals near 
and far, and cultivating new musical 
interests and friendships. 
She embraced village life ï enjoying 

a glass at the Cock and Rabbit, attending 
the Roving Supper and Flower Show, 
and spending quiet hours at Ladygrove 
writing and listening to music. 

A life lived fully 
To the end, Diana kept her body 

strong with daily yoga and her mind 
sharp. Even as her sight failed, she 
remembered the smallest details about 
friendsô lives, always asking after 
others before speaking of herself. She 

biennial Diana McVeagh Prize for 
Best Book on British Music. 
Further works included an updated 

study of Elgar and, in 2021, a 
monumental anthology of Finziôs 
letters with relevant replies ï a project 
of enormous dedication. 

Ladygrove and The Lee years 

In 1969 Diana and her husband 
Bill moved to Ladygrove in The Lee 
on his retirement. Married in 1950, 
they were true soulmates despite the 
twenty-year age gap. She dreaded 
leaving Londonôs cultural life ï with 
its constant stream of friends from the 
worlds of art and science ï but the 
countryside soon became home. 
Bill, a consultant pathologist, had 

worked alongside Alexander Fleming at 
St Maryôs Hospital, Paddington, and was 
present in 1928 when óFlemô discovered 
penicillin ï a moment Diana later 

-ÉËÅ ,ÁËÅ 
&ÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ Ǫ ,ÏÃÁÌ 

0ÁÉÎÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ $ÅÃÏÒÁÔÏÒ 
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)ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒ Ǫ %ØÔÅÒÉÏÒ 
!ÌÓÏ 0ÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ -ÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅ 

&ÏÒ Á ÆÒÅÅ ÑÕÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌȡ  

ΡΩΩΤΥ ΡΣΩΡΡΧ 
/Ò ÅÍÁÉÌ ÍÉËÅÌÁËÅΣΦΧͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 
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once told me she was content to live 
ñas long as I feel usefulò ï and she 
remained so, right to the end. 
In her final weeks she was still 

working on her autobiography, with 
concerts and opera visits on her 
calendar. She never lost her thirst for 
new experiences, was generous with her 
knowledge, and enlivened conversations 
with an honest, wicked sense of humour. 
ñI have achieved and done 

everything I have wanted to,ò she told 
several of us in those last weeks. How 
wonderful. It was an honour to have 
called her my friend. 

A tribute to a wonderful 
neighbour 
By Jon Swain 

Diana lived next to The Lee 
Cricket Club for decades and was a 
great friend and supporter. Her 
achievements in classical music are 
well known, but less so her love of 
cricket ï especially the matches played 
over her hedge. She had a gate from 
her garden to the cricket ground, 
fastened but never locked, and made it 
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London, where each year Wilfrid 
Brown sang as solo tenor in the 
Christmas Oratorio. His recording of 
Finziôs Dies Natalis introduced me to 
Finziôs music. Little did I know that 
years later we would know Diana and 
learn much about Gerald and Joy 
Finzi. She was probably the leading 
expert on his music. 
As our friendship grew, we 

attended concerts together ï the Little 
Missenden Festival, running for 65 
years, and Midsummer Music, which 
we introduced Diana to 15 years ago. 
She was a loyal supporter of both. In 
recent years we often gave her a lift. 
At Midsummer Music, which had 
afternoon and evening concerts, weôd 
enjoy a light meal in Old Amersham 
and some good chats. 

In March 2016 she invited us to a 
talk for the Elgar Society in London. 
In her late 80s, she stood for about an 
hour in the first half and 40 minutes in 
the second, after a short interval ï 
quite remarkable. 
Sometimes she asked if I had a CD 

of a particular piece she wanted to use 
in a talk. I was always glad to help. 
In August 2018, Sarah and I 

celebrated our 50th Wedding 
Anniversary with a small lunch in Old 
Amersham. Diana was an obvious 
choice as a friend from The Lee. We 

clear we were welcome to retrieve any 
balls that landed in her garden. She 
loved hearing the players, especially 
the youngest, enjoying the game. For 
seven months of the year she enjoyed 
a clear view, but missed the sights and 
sounds of cricket, particularly Friday 
nights with the very youngest players. 
She was a perfect neighbour to the 

Club, supporting us in difficult times 
with tact and discretion. As a Vice-
President she attended dinners, 
stressing she knew nothing of the laws 
or play but loved our presence. 
Another village institute Diana 

loved was The Lee Old Church. She 
attended many Old Church Trust 
events, especially musical ones, often 
writing generous reviews for the 
Newsletter. Many performers never 
knew a major force in classical music 
was in the audience. 
Diana had a mischievous sense of 

humour and was marvellous company, 
having met countless fascinating 
figures of the 20th and 21st centuries 
through her life and work. 
We will miss her so much. 

Cherished memories 
By Michael Dubus 

Our friendship with Diana began 
over 25 years ago. In the beginning 
there was music, a thread through all 
those years. In my early teens I 
worshipped at Temple Church in 
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          ¢ƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭΥ 

        лмппн уоофпп 

 

  ǿǿǿΦƳŀǊǘƛƴǘƘŜƳƛƭƪƳŀƴΦŎƻƳ 



9 

also invited Sarahôs cousin Nick, a 
wonderful organist still playing at 
Bath Abbey in his 80s. When I told 
him Diana would be there, he arrived 
with a Finzi score for her to sign. 
The last long talk we had with her 

was in April. She asked us to keep 6th 
May free, without saying why. Later 
an email invited us to a wonderful 
concert ñin praise of Diana McVeaghò. 
It was a marvellous evening, showing 
how much she was admired and loved 
by her musician friends. 
When the book of Finziôs letters ï 

over 1,000 pages, which she had 
edited ï was published, she mentioned 
she had a copy and we were welcome 
to borrow it. I told her we had 
preordered ours. Her reply was, ñIt 
will make a very good doorstop.ò 
Diana was an incredible woman 

who touched the lives of all who knew 
her. We will miss her greatly. 

Diana and The Lee 
Newsletter 
By The Lee Newsletter Committee 

Diana was a regular and frequent 
contributor to The Lee Newsletter on a 
wide range of topics and made many 
wonderful contributions to our lives. 
In December 2022 Diana was the 

after-dinner speaker at The Lee 
Newsletter Annual Dinner and she 
thrilled the audience, finishing with a 
request to the Newsletter Team. 
ñWhen the time comes to write my 

obituary, will you please note that I 
have been kissed by Alexander 
Fleming and Ralph Vaughan Williams 
ï only on the cheek, and only very 
publicly, I hasten to say. But I like to 
think that in that way I have crossed 
the cultures, medical and musical. And 
that is my claim to fame.ò 
Diana will be dearly missed by 

many people. 

Litter-acy 
A young personôs issueé 
or opportunity? 
By Giles Robertson 

T 
hereôs no denying it: more litter 
seems to be creeping into our 
lovely Chilterns countryside. But 

is this a reflection of thoughtlessness, or 
simply a consequence of more people 
being outdoors post-lockdown? 

More visitors, more litter 
Nearly half of adults in England 

(45%) reported spending more time 
outdoors than before the pandemic, 
while 39% said nature has become 
more important to their wellbeing 
(Natural England). 
Studies from the first lockdown show 

a surge in visits to parks, woodlands, and 
the countryside ï as people sought solace 
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in green spaces (Office for National 
Statistics Forest Research). 

Litter: numbers tell the story 
A YouGov poll found that 38% of 

adults in England have seen more litter 
where they live since the pandemic 
began, with 76% noticing an increase 
in PPE litter (CPRE). 
On a broader scale, approximately 

730 million litter items are dropped 
annually in the UK ï costing us around 
Ã1 billion, at about 73p per piece. Since 
the 1960s, littering has increased by 
500%, with a noticeable jump during 
the COVID years (Policy Exchange). 

Why it matters ï and how 
to respond 
Each misplaced wrapper or ring 

pull can, of course, snare wildlife or 
become microplastic. Or create a forest 
fire. But hereôs the positive spin: every 
person who feels at home in the 
countryside today might be tomorrowôs 
Frog Patrol leader. 
A mix of signposting, gentle 

encouragement, and the odd reward/
prompt can help keep the Chilterns 

clean. Seeing some local folks 
collecting litter is very inspiring. And 
perhaps over time, weôll nurture a 
generation that values nature not just as 
a backdrop ï but as a future to protect. 

Iôm just a 
humble ad 
space 
By Bill Board 

Submitted by Symeon Economou in 
response to The Village Noticeboard 
by Artie Fischel in the July Newsletter. 

Iôve been maligned, in jest, I know, 
But still, I cannot let it go, 
So, Artie Fischel, please take note, 
Of this rebuttal, what I wrote. 

Iôm not a noticeboard, you see, 
But a small ads space for Shop at The Lee. 
For just a measly fifty pence, 
Iôll find a man to mend your fence, 
Iôll find your precious missing dog, 
Or help recover your straying mog, 
Iôll find you clowns for kiddiesô parties, 
And advertise your hallôs pilates. 

Iôm not here for your village stuff, 
Iôve got my ads and thatôs enough. 
So Iôm at pains, my friend, to state, 
THAT notice board is by the gate, 
And in the future I do expect, 
That folks will give me more respect. 

And staying on our theme of local 
noticeboardsé 

St Maryôs, 
Ballinger 
By Anne Ellis 

T 
he noticeboard in the front 
hedge has taken its fair share of 
knocks over the past few years 
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and so I have been in contact with the 
local company who provided it for a 
quote to have it fully restored, 
including replacing the acrylic cover 
which has become very cloudy. It will 
be taken down soon but hopefully 
wonôt be gone for too long. 
The wooden óAô frame sign in the 

garden has seen better days and 
despite numerous repairs now needs 
replacing. Watch this space! 

Newsletter 
Dinner 2025 
By the Editorial Team 

T 
he annual Newsletter Dinner 
will take place this year on 
Friday 28th November at The 

Lee Parish Hall. 
Invitations are being sent out to those 

who have contributed to the success of 
the Newsletter in the last 12 months. 

Secret-Lee 
Keep it to yourselves! 
By Louise Wadsworth 

T 
he Amersham and Chesham 
area has recently been named 
the best places to retire in the 

UK. This accolade will come as no 
surprise to those who already enjoy 
the many benefits of life in this corner 
of the Chilterns. The area was praised 
for its access to green spaces, strong 
sense of community, good transport 
links, and excellent healthcare 
provision. Of course these are all 
qualities that contribute to a high 
quality of life, whether retired or not. 
So, in keeping with the theme of 

this monthôs editorial about how 
fortunate we are, it seems that we 
arenôt the only ones to acknowledge 

this. The data was apparently 
produced by Legal and General who 
evaluated 632 areas across the UK. 
Of course, not all of us are ready to 

put our feet up just yet ï but itôs 
reassuring to know weôre in the right 
place when the time comes. 
Hang in there, workers of Bucks. 

Our time will come! 
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Deborah 
Cowper  
1972-2025 
By Andrew Cowper 

D 
eborah Cowper, who moved to 
The Lee in 2015 with me and 
our two sons, died peacefully 

in hospital on 13th July.  
She will be remembered as a kind 

and generous friend, an artist, and a 
loving wife and mother. 
Deborah was born in Amersham to 

Mary and Andrew Egan. She grew up 
in Pinner, where she made many 
friendships that have lasted to this day. 
She attended school in Bushey and 
Harrow, and then went on to study 
English at Royal Holloway, University 
of London in Surrey.  
After completing her degree, she 

studied further and qualified as a 
teacher. She worked in permanent and 
supply positions in various schools 
around the outskirts of London. 
Deborah and I met through mutual 

friends in 1999. I was back in England 

for the summer after spending two 
years in the USA. A group including 
Debbie and me went camping at a 
music festival in Dorset. Debbieôs tent 
was not up to the weather, so although 
we hardly knew each other, we had to 
share! I went back to America again 
for four months, but at Christmas I 
was back for good, and once again we 
were both in a group of friends at a 
pub in Pinner. Debbie, quite pointedly 
I thought, sat herself right next to me. 
Although I was never that quick on the 
uptake in these matters, I knew then 
that something good was happening. 
After we got engaged, we moved 

into a one bedroom flat in West 
Ealing. We were married soon after in 
May 2002, and took a sleeper train 
from Paris to Florence for our 
honeymoon. We moved to Amersham 
in 2003 when Debbie was very 
pregnant, and our first son, Oscar, was 
born in June at Queen Charlotteôs 
hospital in Acton. Edward was born 
three years later at Wycombe hospital. 
Debbie rediscovered her love of art 

in later years when the boys were 
older and she had more time to spare. 
She was adept at drawing with 
coloured pencils, and at painting 
watercolours. Among many subjects, 
she painted landscapes, scenes from 
the village, animals, birds and 
portraits. She exhibited with the 
Beechwood Artists, the Amersham 
branch of the SAA art community. She 
also created a business to sell her 
work, offering prints, cards and 
original works. 
Deborah loved to travel with her 

family. We all enjoyed the trips she 
planned within the UK and in Europe. 
She always organised us and was the 
best at doing the research to find fun 
days out for us while we were away. 
She loved renting a large caravan for 
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us, somewhere sunny in France, 
though she hated the insects that came 
with it! She loved walking around The 
Lee and kept a map with all the 
footpaths marked that she had covered 
and those she had yet to explore. She 
enjoyed village life, especially the 
friends we made here. 
She will be sorely missed by me and 

our children, her parents and her sister, 
and by all her friends from all the 
periods of her life. We love you Debbie. 

Your local friendly 
Osteopathic Practice, 
set in the beautiful 
Chiltern Countryside. 
 

Everyone at the Chiltern Osteopathics 
Practice is committed to providing the 
highest standards of osteopathic care for 
the treatment of all back and joint problems. 
 

For over twenty years, our practice has 
continued to provide each patient with the 
most appropriate and effective treatment in 
order to reduce the risk of reoccurrence 
and aggravation. 
 

The aim of working with each patent is to 
obtain the maximum benefit out of the 
minimum number of treatment sessions. 
 

Please contact us for an initial consultation. 
Private parking is freely available. 

Shop at The Lee by Deborah Cowper 

Wonderful-Lee 
The power of The Lee 
Newsletter 
By the Editorial Team 

E 
arlier this summer, we shared a 
note from Jenyth Lee 
Cunningham, who spent her 

childhood in Lee Common but moved 
away from the village aged 19. Jenyth 
had contacted The Lee Newsletter as 
she was hoping to reconnect with 
people who might remember her or 
her family.  
We are delighted to report that 

several people who have lived in the 
village for a number of decades, and 
saw the article, have made contact 
with us and we have connected them 
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with Jenyth who now lives in Suffolk. 
Jenyth sent us a lovely note of thanks 
which read, ñThatôs amazing! Thank 
you so much. Your efforts have made 
my day. Great stuff from The Lee 
Newsletter and residents!ò 

Roving 
Supper 2025 
Itôs nearly that time again! 
By Tony Lea 

O 
nce again, we will hold the 
Roving Supper on Saturday 15th 
November starting at the Parish 

Hall at 7:30pm. The programme will be 
drinks and canap®s followed by dinner 
at one of the host houses, finishing with 
dessert and raffle back at the Hall. Our 
great need for this event to take place is 
to have sufficient host houses for the 

main course. We also require volunteers 
for desserts and raffle prizes. Over the 
years the Roving Supper has been a 
great way to meet new friends in the 
village as well as catching up with those 
you already know. 
Please contact Pat Lea on 01494 

837237. The cost will be Ã30 per head 
either by cash or cheques made out to 
The Lee Parish Hall. 
[If you are new to the village or have 
lived here for some time and never 
been to this event I would urge you to 
join in. Itôs great fun and for many you 
can walk home at the end of the 
evening! Ed] 

Bridge too far! 
By Liz Ford et al 

S 
ome hands become more 
difficult to bid, because of what 
the opponents bid. This recent 

hand set challenges for both pairs. 

          A 5 2 
          A K 10 2 
           
           

 K Q 6 4 3          J 9 8 7 
 -                 
 A 3              K 5 4 
 Q J 7 5 4 2         A K 8 6 3 

           
          Q J 9 8 6 5 4 3 
          Q J 10 9 
          - 

Dealer: East 
Vulnerability: N/S 

East opened 1ǃ and West 
immediately saw game, if not slam, 
possibilities. However South, with an 
8-card suit overcalled 4Ǆ before West 
could bid. How did the bidding 
progress, and what was the final 
contract? See page 31. 
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The Lee Flower 
Show 2025 
I want to tell you 
By Jonathan Batten 

ñI 
f it rains in the afternoon then 
the show will be held in the 
morning,ò some bright spark 

once said. We had the reverse; early 
morning rain drifting across the cricket 
ground from the south-west laid the 
dust before the heavens cleared and the 
sun shone for a great day at The Lee 
Flower Show on Saturday 19th July. 
The visiting multitudes made for a 

varied mix of the local populace: tea 
drinking, cake eating, ice cream 
licking, Pimmôs sipping, beer swilling 
and reptile handling; all intent on 
having a good time and supporting a 
village tradition established in 1893. 
In the marquee the numerous 

entries exhibited in the various classes 
impressed the judges in the morning 
and delighted those who scrutinised in 
the afternoon. 
All were magnificently displayed 

with the Blue in Green jazz quartet 
playing adding to the atmosphere. 
Well done to all of you who put in 

such a wonderful array of exhibits to 
fill the tent with a blaze of colour, and 
the fragrant scents of different flowers 
and vegetables to assault the senses, 
for the enjoyment of all. The exhibits 
are the core of the show and a 
testament to the enthusiasm of the 
exhibitors for friendly competition. If 
you didnôt do it this year, but 
marvelled at what your neighbours 
produced, make a resolution to enter 
something next year! 
Well done to those who exhibited 

and sold your work in the art and 
crafts tent. Well done to those who 
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¶ Audley Humphreys Handicraft 
Trophy: Hayley Farrelly, Judi 
Whymark, Pauline Grime 

¶ Gill and John Chudley Cup: 
Pauline Grime 

¶ The Cecil Beaton Award: Robert 
Stevens  

¶ Hart Shutter Magic Cup: Mike 
Griffith  

¶ Tim Hilder Award: Bertie Carleton
-Smith  

¶ Glanfield Award: Jiya Hynds  
¶ Eric Hobbs Award: Benedict 
Symons  

¶ Morley Cup: Callie Hayes, Tilda 
Crespin  

¶ Doggie Bag Jug: Kandi  presented 
by Sue Wiper 

¶ Susan Cowdy Award: Holly 
Harkness  

¶ Presidentôs Cup: Henry Thornton-
Izzard  

¶ Excellence in Horticulture 
Certificate: Alison Weir, Jilly 
Carleton-Smith 
Well done to all those who were 

still standing after the afternoonôs 
activities and able to continue to party 
and enjoy themselves at the dance, an 
integral part of the whole day and so 
vital to the well-being of the show. 
Thank you to all those who 

contributed so much by helping: on 
the side shows and stalls, in the road 
managing the car parking, at the gate, 
in the tea tent, in the beer tent, in the 
art and crafts tent, playing in the 
bands, making the judges lunches, 
donating raffle prizes, setting up the 
PA system, moving the tables and 
chairs, erecting the gazebos, 
compering the proceedings, organising 
the dance, being on the committee... 
And especially thank you to all of 

you who came and supported the 
show; itôs not about the money, the 
Flower Show is for everyone ï a dose 
of pure enjoyment ï long may it last. 

entered the dog show and the races, 
children and adults alike. 
Well done to all the brilliant 

winners who accumulated points and 
won a cup: 
¶ Best in Show Trophy: Karen Tebbs  
¶ Open Classes Cup: Magdalena 
Pawulk 

¶ Cottager Cup: Frances Cutler  
¶ William Holland Cup: Magdalena 
Pawulk 

¶ Visitors Cup (Vegetables, Fruit, 
Flowers): Ruth Crossman 

¶ Maurice Holland Cup: Magdalena 
Pawulk 

¶ Douglas Lapham Trophy: Frances 
Cutler  

¶ Davie Bowl: Helen Siviter-Platts  
¶ William Arthur Rose Cup: Frances 
Cutler  

¶ Pot Cup: Alison Weir  
¶ Elsie Matthews Cup: Pauline 
Grime, Emma Deane  

¶ Visitors Cup (Floral Art): Harriet 
Ellis  

¶ The Darvell Cup:  Ian Hylton, Jane 
Pitts, Sophie Dubus  

¶ The Lee WI Cup: Jane Pitts 
¶ Evelyn Stewart-Liberty Cup: Jane 
Pitts  

¶ William Baxter Cup: Sophie 
Dubus  

¶ Visitors Cup (Cookery): Jennifer 
Price  

¶ Anne Kenyon Egg Trophy: Susan 
Godman  
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The Lee Flower Show 
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