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From the Editor

By Mary Godfrey

ow great to see an age-old
Htradition like beating the

bounds surviving. Well, at
least as old as me anyway! 1 was
tipped on my head as a youngster and
bopped on the ground by my far too
enthusiastic father as we tramped
round the bounds of the parish my
mum was a councillor for. And it
worked, 1 will certainly never forget
the spot where it happened Read on to
see how it is done in The Lee.

In the exciting run up to Christmas
(oh yes, it is and oh yes, I am allowed
to mention it now!) there are many
good causes and social events you can
get involved in. Fairs aplenty, bridge,
anyone for sea shanties? Or how about
a game of footy on a Friday night? As
the nights grow increasingly darker,
get out and have some fun, you’ll find
all the details within!

Plus, a tribute to Tricia Usborne,
who epitomised the idea that the hard
work necessary to keep our village
events calendar ticking along, should
be fun and a social activity all in itself.
She is sorely missed.

Please send  your  festive
contributions, book reviews, social
round ups or any other glorious
observations on everyday life, to the
Editor of the December edition, Phil
Harrison, by 12" November at
theleenewsletter@gmail.com

Your letters

A great success!
To the Editor
I just simply had to write and say how
fabulous the Broadway to Ballinger
concert was at Ballinger Hall early in
October. We were all blown away by
the sheer quality of the performances.
At one stage I closed my eyes and,
frankly, I could have been in a West End
theatre. A substantial sum of money
raised for charity too. Congratulations.
Sandy Harrison
Prestwood

[See write up on page 19. Ed.]

Great power cut at The Lee
To the Editor

It started as any normal evening at
home. The kids had finished their
homework (not a normal evening!)
and were nestled in their rooms,
playing games on their devices,
chatting to friends, and attempting to
torture us parents by being deaf to our
requests. Suddenly, the lights flickered
ominously and then went out,
plunging our cheerful abode into
darkness. There’s something about a
power cut that stirs the inner detective

RecyCIQ Once you've read it,
why not return this
Newsletter to Shop at
The Lee for someone
else to enjoy?
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in us all. Curiosity got the better of
me; I grabbed my keys and decided to
take a little drive around the village to
assess the situation and see how
widespread it was. The truth — 1
needed to charge my phone, having
inadvertently run it down to less than
5%! As I drove, I saw the vast expanse
of unlit homes, casting an eerie
shadow. Despite the stillness, I came
across a couple of elderly people being
escorted by neighbours to nearby
homes to ensure they weren’t on their
own. It really warmed my heart to see
the community banding together.
Having done a little loop (taking
the diversion due to road closures!)
reassurance flooded in that it wasn’t
unique to us and, after getting my
phone back up to 20%, I headed back
home. Entering our house, I realised I
had missed the children’s realisation
that there was no phone signal and no
Wi-Fi — horror! No scrolling through

SHORT-TERM
RENTALS

From £495 per week (all inclusive)

Self-catering holiday
or temporary accommodation
at Lee Common

Moving house?
Completion dates don’t coincide?
House sale falls through?
Builders outstaying their welcome?

Expecting Visitors?
Need extra accommodation?

Self-contained Period Property:
sleeps four guests

Tel: 01494 837798
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk

social media, no random TikTok
dances to distract themselves. Instead,
I was greeted with interest on what I
had found, with them all (husband
included) half-expecting me to
produce emergency litres of water and
tins of beans, as though I had just
raided the shop. For the first time in
what seemed like forever, my teenage
children were in bed by 9:30 pm!
While we may have been plunged into
darkness, the light of community spirit
shone brightly. So, here’s hoping our
next blackout comes with enough
candles and snacks to survive another
hour without lights and technology!
Belinda Vazquez

Lee Gate

Re: Artificial Intelligence
To the Editor

I read the comments about Artificial
Intelligence in the October edition of
the Newsletter and thought I’d give it
a go with two questions being asked of
the Parish Council.

1. Have you done a risk assessment

for Beating the Bounds?

At the time asked, we had not...
but 20 minutes later we had! A
fantastic starting point was produced
by a simple Al question, and, with
some local contextualisation, we soon
had a first-class risk assessment for
our village walk.

The response to the
question was also interesting. ..
2. How does HS2 differ from HS1?

Again, the answer came back
quickly, “While both HSV-1 and HSV-2
can cause similar blisters, HSV-1 is
generally associated with oral infections,
and HSV-2 with genital ones.”

OK, maybe more work is needed
on that one!

Colin Sully
Swan Bottom

second




From the shop

Christmas is coming...
By Katie Michaelson-Yeates
nly a few days to go until Shop
Oat The Lee’s Christmas Food
and Gift Market in the Parish
Hall. New residents to the village
might not know about this annual
event where our shop spreads its
wings into the Parish Hall.

We top the tables with delicious
Christmas food goodies from chocolates
to stollen; also cards, decorations,
present wrapping bits, and everything to
adorn the Christmas dinner table. Lots
of stocking filler gifts for boys and girls
and a few spirit gifts for the adults will
be on offer.

Come along, everyone, on
Saturday 8™ November from 8:30 am
to 1:00 pm. A tipple of mulled wine
and piece of Christmas cake will
welcome you in.

Christmas orders
By Ruth Fowler
hop at The Lee will again be

S offering a full range of produce

this year for collection on

Christmas Eve, to allow you to avoid

the supermarkets and collect your

Christmas order from the comfort of

your own village.

We are experimenting with a
slightly different way of ordering some
of your favourite products this year:

e All poultry and joints will be
delivered as usual by Kings Farm.

o Pies and quiches will be supplied
to order by our new sandwich
supplier, Sandwich Plus.

e We will open our Christmas
Freezer in the shop at the same
time as the order book, to allow
you to buy all the trimmings ready

FOR ALL YOUR PEST

CONTROL NEEDS...

VERMINATOR UK
Wasps
Rats & Mice
Squirrels
All flying and
crawling insects

¢ Solar panel
proofing against
pigeons also
undertaken
THEY WON’T BE BACK
Call Tim Simmons 7734 649305
THEVERMINATOR 58081972730

verminatoruk.com | info@verminatoruk.com

Pippa Hart

01494 837340

www.pippahart.com




frozen (sausage meat, pigs in
blankets, chipolatas and stuffing).

We will also be taking orders for:
o bread from Darvells and Culture
Bakery (last delivery before 2026!)
o fruit and vegetables
o dairy from Martin the Milkman
e eggs and pizza bases from our
usual sources... and of course
baklava, olives and cheese from
Symeon’s favourite suppliers
The order book and Christmas
Freezer will both be available from
Monday 17" November, with ordering
online via www.thelee.org.uk/shop
For those who prefer to browse
and make notes before ordering, there
will be some summary sheets in the
shop showing what is available to
order. If you aren’t comfortable
ordering online, or don’t have access to
the internet, please call me on 07860
228687 and Symeon or I will drop a
printed order form into you, which we
can collect when it’s complete.

Tricia
Usborne

A tribute by her

daughter, Helen
ernie the Dog barked the entire
B length of Oxford Street at 8:30
am on Sunday — I like to think
paying tribute to his much-loved
mistress, Tricia Usborne, who died
aged 85 on 17" September. Of course,
he may have been warning off the
squirrels. It’s difficult to read the mind
of the discombobulated cockapoo who
slept loyally under my mum’s hospital
bed for three weeks.
Bernie and Mum’s daughters,
Caroline, Alison, Natasha and I

(Helen) were with Mum as she slipped
away, having exhausted available
treatments for the cancer she was
diagnosed with in 2019.

Mum spent her last days at home
in Lee Common, watching summer
fade into autumn from her kitchen
window, and surrounded by love. By
the end she was tired, she had said her
goodbyes, and she was ready to go.

As far as deaths go, it wasn’t a bad
one. But as far as lives go, I think
Mum would be the first to say hers
was bloody marvellous.

A bloody marvellous life

Mum was born in 1940 in
Whittlesey, in the heart of The Fens, to
a teenage Freda Hill and her young
husband Lawrence Moulding. Her
parents’ marriage was brief, and she
later acquired a half-brother and a
stepfather, Les Broughton, who
worked the land.

Life on a windswept farm didn’t
agree with Mum. She spent a lot of time
with her Aunt June and Uncle Glynn
and took the first available opportunity
to jump ship, accepting a nannying job
in Cyprus and later in Chelsea.

Mum’s employers, Alec and Aline
Sandberg, were determined to show
Mum the world, sending her on a ski
trip to Austria in 1962, where she met
a dashing suitor by the name of
Barnaby Usborne.

Mum and Dad wrote to each other
for 18 months while Dad was living in
Oman and working for BP. They met
up in Malta in July 1964, and Dad
proposed on the second day. They
married in November and moved into a
flat in Highbury Fields, North London.

A daughter, Caroline, arrived in
1965, and another daughter, Alison, a
year later. In the late 1960s the family
moved to Northwood, Middlesex, and
Natasha was born in 1970. There
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Tricia and Barnaby

followed a couple of stints in Belgium
and a move to Rickmansworth,
Hertfordshire. The last opportunity to
have a boy was confounded by my
birth in 1977. Mum and Dad were
later overjoyed to welcome 13
grandchildren to the fold, every one of
them adored for what they were and
for what they have become.

Y Wis

Natasha, Caroline, Tricia, Alison and Helen,
raising a glass to Barnaby by his cherry tree in
the allotments

In 1988 Mum and Dad moved to
Lee Common, where they threw
themselves into village life. Dad joined
the Parish Council and promoted the

development of the Parish Hall and
village shop. While Dad might have
been the headline act, Mum was the
light, sound, music and half-time
refreshment. It was Mum who, with
her friends, pioneered monthly village
teas at the Parish Hall and who
handmade curtains that hang there to
this day.

Heart of the village

Mum was instinctively generous
and a legendary host, embracing all
family gatherings, including Christmas,
Easter and the Usborne family
gathering of 80 or more over the
August Bank Holiday weekend. The
bottomless pit of her chest freezer was
testament to her mass catering habit.

She had a great sense of fun and a
wicked sense of humour, coupled with
endless energy. At the first Usborne
Camp held at Garden Cottage, Dad went
outside after nightfall to tell revellers to

HOME REARED MEATS,
LOCAL PRODUCE

& HOME COOKED FOOD
BESPOKE GIFT HAMPERS

Buckmoorend

farm shop & kitchen

Free Home Delivery &
Contactless Collections

Chequers Estate | HP17 0UT
SHOP Tues-Fri10-6 & Sat-Sun 10-4

KITCHEN Fri-Sun 10 -4

www.buckmoorendfarm.co. uk




pipe down, only to find Mum leading a
dance on the picnic tables.

Family and Mum’s close friends
knew the depths of Mum’s loyalty.
There is nothing she wouldn’t do for a
person in need. My own recollection
of this trait was telling her that our son
Thomas had suffered a seizure as a
baby — she packed her bag with one
hand while speaking to me on the
phone with the other. Come hell or
high water, she had my back. As a
cousin described her, “She was mighty
and fierce in a tiny bottle.”

In 2019 Mum and Dad moved
across Oxford Street and created a new
home. They were delighted by their
characterful house and its position in
the heart of the village.

When Dad died suddenly in 2021, it
was a huge shock, especially for Mum.
He was so central to her world and so
complementary to her character that life
without him seemed impossible. But bit

Abbeyfield

Making time for Folder people

Great Missenden
Supported Living

A warm, friendly, house for the
elderly, in the picturesque centre of
the village.

Come and take a look to see for
yourself and have a chat with
Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager)
Tel: 01494 865026
or email for a brochure
manager@afgm.co.uk
Find out more on our website
www.abbeyfield.com

by bit, with the help of Mum’s many
wonderful friends and family support
she built herself back up, rediscovering
the joy in her garden and the company
of others. Always willing to offer
assistance but reluctant to accept it, or
to show any sort of vulnerability, this
was by far the toughest period of
Mum’s life. Debilitating treatment for
cancer compounded the challenges she
faced. It was only with a huge amount
of courage and determination (and not a
small amount of retail therapy -
primarily garden-related) that she was
able to carry on.

The sadness of losing Dad mirrored
the joy that they shared. Two fun-filled
lifetimes entwined, characterised by

laughter, happiness, and companionship,
as well as a ridiculously full fridge. So
much to celebrate, which we would like
to share with Mum and Dad’s friends
and family at Garden Cottage on 6™ June
2026. Accompanied, of course, by a
yapping Bernie.




Bookworm’s

choice

The Lee Literati book group
have chosen Gabriel’s
Moon by William Boyd

Review by Jacqui Kean

ost of the group found
Gabriel’s Moon a compelling
read, with well-drawn

characters and a vivid atmospheric
evocation of the world of espionage
during the Cold War.

The  narrative  follows  the
adventures of Gabriel Dax, a travel
writer who is seemingly inadvertently
entangled in the world of international
espionage. The story moves between
London, Congo, Warsaw, Madrid and
Norfolk from the 1930s to the 1960s.
We observed that the spycraft at that
time seemed amateur and some of the
plot felt unbelievable. This led us to
query whether Boyd was in fact
parodying the tradition of the spy
thriller. The ending was ambiguous,
leaving Boyd the starting point for the
sequel which will be part of a trilogy. In
summary, a clever book, worth reading.

Beating the
Bounds: 2025

By Clirs Colin Sully and George
Baggaley
eating the Bounds has a long
B tradition going back centuries
and is kept alive in The Lee
normally to mark special occasions.
This year was supposed to be the year

that local landowners and farmers got
their land back from HS2 in

preparation for the trains to start
running; that would indeed have been
a reason to celebrate. Alas the date
trains will start running is probably

Quality Building &
Renovation Projects

Based locally, PVE Construction are
well known for providing high
quality work throughout the
Chilterns and surrounding areas.

We specialise in both residential and
commercial projects offering a wide
range of services from individual
home improvements to complete
new build management.

Call Phil Easeman on 07771 863880
or visit www.pveconstruction.co.uk

{(PUECONSTRUCTION

Professional Reliable Trusted




just as far away today as it was the last
time we beat the bounds, immediately
before HS2 occupied a large part of
our western boundary.

The idea to still call this year
‘special’ sprang from the Annual Parish
Meeting in May and, in the end, we had
50 people participating in the walk. We
walked lanes and tracks, open
countryside, and Chiltern woodlands,
on — or as close as we could sensibly
get — to the actual boundary. 37 of the
group (and a great many dogs) went the
whole nine and a half miles.

Traditional learning
Historically, the main purpose of
the walk was to pass on from
generation to generation the knowledge
of where the parish boundaries lie, so
that the residents’ sheep and cattle —
and children — didn’t stray outside the
parish. Today it is more a case of
bringing together different generations

TIDY TAILS
DOG GROOMING
Amy Easeman

Email: a.easeman@icloud.com
Call: 07710268200

Offering the following Services:

Bath blow dry / Nail clipping / Hand
stripping / Deshedding / Puppy
grooms / Full grooms

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
@tidytails dog grooming

of the parish (the young and not so
young) to share in its delights.

The civic and ecclesiastical parish
boundaries for The Lee are the same:
members of The Lee Parish Council
and St John the Baptist Church,
together with the 1% Lee Common
Scouts, therefore led the walk and the
activities on it.

Clirs George Baggaley and Colin Sully

A traditional way of ensuring each
generation retains the knowledge as to
where the parish boundaries lie, is to
suspend children upside down on the
boundary and ‘beat’ them (or quiz
them) over what they are supposed to
have learned. We had several young
volunteers on the walk (and their
parents) for such a traditional activity!

Another, ecclesiastical, tradition is
to physically mark some of the
boundary points with a cross, and
again we had just the right man and
his dog for such an occasion.

With many thanks...
Huge thanks have to go to the
landowners and farmers who make




Trevor Pearce cutting a cross in a boundary
tree on Hogtrough Lane

this walk possible; without their
cooperation it simply would not
happen. Thanks especially go to:
¢ Robert Brown — for making his farm
available as a start/finish location
e the Bunce family — for allowing
access across their fields to follow
the parish boundary
o the Stewart-Liberty estate — for
allowing ‘off-public rights of way’
walking through their woodland
« Ellie and Stuart Crawley-White for
providing a grass field for a picnic
lunch in an ideal location (albeit
outside the parish!)
e Shop at The Lee — and Symeon in
particular — for laying on the lunch
o Nick and Lindsay Rose for providing
the perfect afternoon tea stop.
Thank you to everyone that joined
in... hopefully we’ll see you all again
next time!

euronics

the home of electricals

Kitchen appliances

from your local independent
electrical retailer

Price Match Guarantee
Professional Installation
Expert Knowledge

Chiltern Domestic

Appliances Ltd
20-22 Red Lion Street
Chesham HP5 1EZ
01494 771682

www.chilternappliances.co.uk

C




Historic-Lee

By Carol Addison
r I Yhis month’s postcard is the New
Church, The Lee. This was built
between 1867 and 1869, as the
Old Church needed repair and its size
was now too small for the growing
congregation. The Consecration Service
was on 3" February 1869.
The card is unposted, but the photo
was probably taken in the early 1900s.
Yet again, due to an ever-increasing

MARTIN THE MILKMAN LTD

Your local independent dairyman Est 1989
Doorstep delivery of milk and produce

To place an order call:

01442 833944

www.martinthemilkman.com

congregation, the New Church was
enlarged in 1910. Two transepts, a
new vestry and a baptistry were added
and rededication took place on 6™
May 1911. The Liberty family was the
main benefactor.

Both the Old and New Churches
are dedicated to St John the Baptist
and their history can be read online at

thelee.org.uk

All go at the
School "o,

--.vw

By Catherine May

t is hard to believe
Ihow quickly half-

term is approaching
here at Lee Common School! Everyone
is happily settled in and working hard
on this term’s topics. Reception and
Larks are focusing on Incredible Me,
looking at the homes they live in, their
toys and other important things in their
lives such as pets.



http://thelee.org.uk

One of the topics KS1 is learning
about is the fascinating history of the
ill-fated Titanic; they have even been
lucky enough to see a copy of a
newspaper from the day after the
disaster. Alongside regular lessons and
activities, events and trips are coming
up, including Harvest Festival just
before half term on the 24™ October
and a trip to Little Missenden Village
Hall in early November to watch a
pantomime production of Beauty and
the Beast.

The school is holding an Open
Morning for prospective parents for
Reception 2026 on 12" November from
10:15 am to 11:30 am. Please contact the
school office if you are interested in
attending the open morning or to arrange
a visit at another time (01494 837267 or
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk).

Please visit the website (http:/
www.leecommon.org) or follow us on
social media for more information
(instagram.com/leecommonschool).

Arthur Liberty

His influence on the

Chilterns
By The Lee Website Admin Team
r I Yhe Marketing Coordinator for
the Chiltern Open Air Museum
(COAM) recently contacted
The Lee website. The museum is a
local charity, based in Chalfont St
Giles, which educates people about the
history of the Chilterns. They were
about to make a blog post about the
Liberty connection with The Lee and
wanted to use some of the content and
pictures on the history pages of The
Lee website https://www.thelee.org.uk/
the-liberty-influence/
We were happy to oblige, and you
will now find posts on the Liberty

Sir Arthur Liberty

influence on the Chilterns on the
museum’s website at https:/
www.coam.org.uk/blogs/liberty-of-
london-and-its-links-to-the-chilterns
together with social media posts at
https://www.facebook.com/
ChilternOpenAirMuseumEvents  and
https://www.instagram.com/chilternoam

The museum was founded by
volunteers from the Chiltern Society
in 1976 and opened to the public in
1981. As a charity it rescues
threatened historic buildings, which
would otherwise be demolished, and
rebuilds and preserves them in a
traditional Chilterns landscape.

COAM has a regular programme
of special events and activities that
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breathe life into local history at their
picturesque 45-acre site; this is
complemented by their outreach
programme which is designed to
promote health and wellbeing whilst
supporting the more vulnerable in the
community. Well worth a wvisit!
www.coam.org.uk

The Lee
Cricket Club

150 not out!
By Patrick Walsh, Chairman
he Lee Cricket Club was formed
I in 1875, so 2025 was a very
special year as we celebrated
our milestone 150" anniversary.

The club is family-oriented, and
always aims to provide a fun and
inclusive environment for people of all
ages and abilities to enjoy the game.
We have an increasing number of girls
playing the game through all the junior
age groups, but also now regularly
playing in our senior teams, the
Buckinghamshire pathway and the
county women’s team.

Our membership is thriving, with
166 different players representing the
club in adult and junior matches. We
have up to 90 children (aged from six
to 11) playing softball kwik-cricket on
Friday evenings, and 40 more (aged 10
to 17) doing hardball training on
Saturday mornings. In the peak of the
season, from mid-May to mid-July the
ground was being used for matches or
training almost every day.

Improvements afoot

We have big plans to improve the
ground and facilities in the coming
years. We are starting with some new
fencing around the field boundaries —

which we have been waiting to do all
summer, but the ground has been too
hard! The fine weather which caused
the dry ground meant we had to
abandon very few matches, and across
the whole club, in all matches this
season we scored a record 15,318 runs
and took 648 wickets.

The Lee CC Sunday XI prior to their
commemorative fixture against a team of
Lee Legends

Over the summer, we marked our
special anniversary in several different
ways to involve all the different
members of the club. Over the
summer, the senior teams played
several  special = commemorative
matches, including one against a team
of ‘Lee Legends’ — players from
previous decades returning to show us
how it is done — and a very special
match against a team from the world-
famous Marylebone Cricket Club, the
MCC, who, from their headquarters at
Lord’s Cricket Ground are
responsible for maintaining the laws
of the game.

Our junior members celebrated
with a party and disco after their end
of season prize giving, and a family
fun day with mixed adult and junior
teams competing against each other.
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This landmark season concluded
with a fantastic anniversary dinner in
the newly refurbished restaurant at
The Cock and Rabbit, where we heard a
little bit of the history of the club and
how it has developed since its Victorian
beginnings. It has been an amazing
summer of cricket and joyous
celebrations, and we can look forward to
the next 150 years with great optimism.

We are always delighted to
welcome new members of all ages and
will be running winter nets sessions
early in 2026. For more information,
please visit www.theleecc.org.uk

Cock-tales

By Robyn Cann
he name of this pub has been
the cause of some consternation
of late. The other day, a regular
customer tried to reply to a post on a
community Facebook group asking
for recommendations for pubs that
offer great Sunday roasts. I got a text
message from her saying she’d had to
write “The Ck and Rabbit” because
she’d been censored — by Facebook
or by the community page, I’'m not
sure which.
Similarly, a couple of months ago
I had to transfer online the deposit to
the manufacturer of the lovely new
chairs in our restaurant. The bank

The Lee

www.thelee.org.uk

A cornucopia of local history and
information, brought to you by
The Lee Parish Council

wouldn’t allow me to write ‘Cock’ in
the reference.

And my eldest son, now at
secondary school and with an
increasingly  colourful vocabulary

thanks to ill-spent time on the school
bus, has new appreciation for the
name of this pub. Marvellous.

So, when the editor of this
month’s Newsletter came up with
Cock-tales for the name of this
column, I was delighted to see good
spin is possible! I was also a little
annoyed at myself for not having
come up with it first, but hey-ho.

Thankfully, the eminently sensible
editorial team behind The Lee
Newsletter are joined by the

Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) in
still being able to print the word
‘Cock’ without censorship; we are so
very proud that CAMRA has listed

Always at your service

www.kingshillcars.co.uk

More about the Chilterns

www.theheartofthechilterns.co.uk
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The Cock and Rabbit in The Good
Beer Guide 2026.

This news came in the same week
that we opened our new restaurant to
the public. The local publicity
surrounding both things — as well as
Christmas on the horizon — has meant
the phone has barely stopped ringing.
Interest in the restaurant and the
feedback from customers has been
nothing short of wonderful. The buzz
has filtered down through to staff who
have all eagerly watched the
renovation unfold over weeks, and it
warmed the cock-les (see what I did
there?) of our hearts that many of them
were desperate to work the opening
night on 9™ October.

Understandably, staff have also
been apprehensive about the new
systems and increased dining capacity
so, whilst we all find our feet with
everything from managing the never-

SOPHIE UNDERWOOD
THERAPIES

REFLEXOLOGY
SWEDISH MASSAGE
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
FACIALS
sophiepw@gmail.com

07970 022190
sophieunderwoodtherapies.co.uk

tic
Therapists

MEMBER

Oliver with cellar manager Kadine Smith and
the CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2025

ending laundering of tablecloths to
stepping up our service from ‘pub’ to
‘restaurant’, we must say a huge thank
you to the local community for being
behind us in this new venture. We’re
cock-a-hoop.

I realise I’ve wasted almost all my
column-inches fixating on a C word,
so I'll spend my final few wisely:
promoting our murder mystery dinner
on Saturday 24™ January, to be held in
the restaurant. The theatrics are being
provided by an external company — the
same company that runs some of the
Midsomer Murders tours. The lead
actor edited the book, Midsomer
Murders on Location.

Tables/teams are of six to eight
and there are opportunities for anyone
who fancies a small role — you need to
let us know in advance so you can be
assigned a character! The storyline
will be punctuated by a three-course
meal, giving you plenty of time to
mull over whodunnit. Perfect stuff for
a cold, dark winter’s night. Book now!
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SCANNAPPEALLTA
Furdng b __ﬁg

Pluma on the Pitch - A taste of Spain at The Lee

For one unforgettable day, Scannappead and Pluma ===
Restourant of Old Amersham took over the marguees_
at The Lee, transforming it into @ vibrant celebration £
of all things Spanish following The Lee Flower Show. “§
The marquee burst into life with red and yellow hues, B
as tables were adorned with colourful runners, — A
balloons, and traditional Spanish fans. The Balloon B4
Atelier added even more vibrancy by decorating the oK
bar and various sections throughout the marguee.

Guests were welcomed with refreshing Sangria
and enjo]:zd raffle prizes inspired by Spain's rich
culture. The culinary stars of the day were Chef
Sean Beckerberg, Charlie Baxter and his team
from Plumna, who began cooking succulent lamb
on the spit from Jam and delighted everyone by
serving authentic paella straight from giant pans.

A handpicked selection of Spanish wines and beers was available
for purchase, while The Works rounded off the feast with a Ty
tempting variety of ice creams and sorbets for dessert.

As guests savoured their meal, the passionate rhythms of
flarnenco filled the air with live performances by The
London Flamenco Group, perfectly capturing the spirit of
Spain. Even the sun made a special appearance, adding to
the warmn, festive atmosphere. )

Thanks to the %rerosiw of all who ottended, we raised over Eé,[]{]l] —a
fantastic contribution that will go directly to The William Baxter Memorial Fund.

We couldnt have done it without your amazing support: Thank you.
If you would like to support the William Baxter Memorial Fund

1. Donatte to the fund via www scannappeal org uk/ williom)
or email: karenshardiow@nhs net

2. Donate prizes, goods or services for our raffles and auctions.

3. Join us at our events, especially the events that have been
set up specifically for The William Baxter Mermorial Fund.
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Upcoming Scannappeal Events

Join us at one of our upcoming events. Attending one of our events is a
fantastic way to support our charity. Funds raised from our events will
help ensure Buckinghamshire NHS hospitals can continue to benefit from
state of the art medical equipment.

" THESLOOP GROGGY DOGS
L Ballinger War Memorial Hall, Greal Missenden. HP16 9L

Friday 7" November 2025
7.30pm-10.30pm

Ahoy there!
Jain The Sloop Croggy Dogs for a night
of sea shanties
salty humour & manili
Enjoy foot-stomyg




SCANNAPPEALL A

) & e
Funding advanced medical equipment for local patients St

JOIN TEAM SCANNAPPEAL AT

THE
MARLOW SANTA'’S
FUN RUN

SUNDAY 7 DECEMBER 2025

SCANNAPPEAL IS HONOURED TO BE SELECTED AS ONE OF THE
LEAD CHARITIES OF THE 2025 MARLOW SANTA'S FUN RUN

REGISTER THROUGH OUR EVENTS PAGE AT
WWW, SCANNAPPEAL.ORG.UK

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER: 106201







Broadway to
Ballinger

By Liz Macann

here can you go on a Friday
night in October, that
doesn’t cost a fortune,

doesn’t take long to get there, no
parking problems when you do, no last
train to sprint for — with a sensational
evening of first-rate entertainment
when you arrive?

Well on one recent occasion the
answer was Ballinger Memorial Hall
to experience a truly special night of
three of our own villagers performing
songs and stories from some of the
musicals in which they have appeared,
and in some cases starred, in the West
End. Andrew and Louise Wadsworth
and Becky Vere were joined by Nigel
Richards, one time Phantom of the
Opera and accompanied musically by
another great local talent, Carole King.
Together they gave us a sparkling
evening of songs and stories from an
array of West End favourites from
Phantom  of the Opera, Les
Misérables, South Pacific, Guys and
Dolls, Sweeney Todd, My Fair Lady, A
Little Night Music, Carousel and
Showboat. And these were only some
of the productions which our talented

Becky Vere, Nigel Richards, Louise Wadsworth
and Andrew Wadsworth

cast have appeared in — and won
awards for — over the years. Google
them — it’s impressive! Between the
singing and the music, the audience
was regaled by amusing anecdotes and
personal memories of the cast whilst
appearing professionally in these
iconic shows.

The hall was packed, not a single
ticket remained unsold, and the
assembled crowd were guided through
the evening by another villager,
broadcaster Peter Macann, complete
with sparkly jacket which he should
have auctioned off at the end! Tables
were laid out with a variety of canapés
provided by local volunteers and each
guest received a complimentary glass
of Prosecco, donated by Robin and Liz
Mills. And of course, the bar was open
throughout the evening to swell the
charity coffers.

The standard of the production was
outstanding in terms of quality of
performance and pure entertainment
and the audience was buzzing as they
left the hall at the end of the evening. I
don’t think we appreciated what
amazing talent we have in our midst.
And in fact, so many people have been
talking about it since, that it is great to
hear that another one is being planned
for next year. Book your tickets now!

The evening was in aid of two
charities, Breast Cancer Now and
Prostate Cancer UK and the event
raised a total profit of £2,125.
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Social Lee:
looking back

Our Harvest Weekend
By Anne Ellis
ow in its fourth year, and just
Nas popular with tickets being
sold out very quickly, St
Mary’s Church in Ballinger looked
splendid; the tables were decorated

with autumn flowers and windowsills
laden with harvest offerings.

Everyone enjoyed home-made
shepherd’s pie and green salad
followed by a choice of a wonderfully
boozy apple and blackberry trifle or
cheesecake. = Wine flowed and
entertainment was provided by our
very own Ken Harratt, an exceptional,
professional musician. The little
building rang with the sounds of
happy chatter and enthusiastic singing.

A quick turnaround and the church
was transformed for the Harvest
Festival service the next morning.
Once again it was comfortably filled

and this time complete with harvest
gifts for those in need. We were
pleased to welcome several new faces
to both events and are delighted that St
Mary’s continues to thrive in the heart
of this wonderful community.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
By Trish Swain

ippa Hart and I would like to
Pthank all of those who supported

the World’s Biggest Coffee
Morning in support of Macmillan
Cancer Relief on Friday 26™ September.
We raised an incredible £2,400 from
your generous donations in person and
online, with gift aid still to come.

We were so grateful for all the help
on the day from family and friends.
Thank you to Sophie for the fabulous
dahlias  which made colourful
bouquets, to Sue for the honey and to
all the bakers for the cakes and
biscuits you donated too. There was a
great team washing up, selling raffle
tickets, and making teas and coffees.

We couldn’t have done it without you!
Thank you.




And ahead...

Horatio’s Garden:

Bridge Drive
By Rita Sully

oin us for a relaxed afternoon of
JBridge to fundraise for Horatio’s

Garden, Stoke Mandeville
Hospital. It is being held at 2:00 pm on
Friday 5" December at Great
Missenden Lawn Tennis Club, London
Road, HP16 0DG.

Judy Hart and other volunteers
maintain the garden for the benefit of
patients in the hospital and all the
money raised from the Bridge Drive
will go to this charity. To book a table
for £60 contact Kate Brown at
katemarybrown@live.coouk or to
make up a table contact Liz Ford at
07909 91560.

Ballinger Christmas Fair
By Anne Ellis

n a departure from previous
Iyears, Ballinger Hall’s Christmas

Fair and community extravaganza
will be held in the afternoon instead
of the morning.

As usual there will be stalls selling
beautifully crafted and unique gifts,
displays from local societies, a festive
raffle, plenty of delicious and seasonal
refreshments and perhaps the chance to
meet the chap from the North Pole. Do
come along and join the fun on
Saturday 22™ November, from 1:30 pm
to 4:30 pm.

Lighting up Ballinger

On Sunday 7™ December there’s
another festive opportunity to meet
your friends and chat to your
neighbours. Please bring a plate of
food to share and your own drinks and
join us in a pre-Christmas social. From
5:00 pm in Ballinger Hall.
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Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services

Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.

Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.

For a no obligation quote 'phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com

Juliette's
Home Hair

Have your hair done in the
comfort of your own home

For more information, advice or
to book an appointment, please
contact Juliette on 07403 227878



mailto:katemarybrown@live.co.uk
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A century of
commitment

By Michael Marks

This month, our Friday night
football family would like to
offer a huge congratulations to our

Chairman and Chief Organiser, John

Pope, on reaching an incredible milestone

— 100 appearances for the team!

It’s an achievement that would have
arrived much sooner had John not been
forced onto the sidelines for quite some
time following a hip replacement. True
to form he came back stronger than
ever, proving that not even new joints
can stop his love for the game (or his
determination to get the team out on
the pitch every Friday night — and back
on the pitch himself!). I'm sure
everyone will remember seeing John

Cromar
Carpets Ltd

CARPETS, VINYL AND
Woob FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125

marching around the village during his
rehabilitation, showing the same
energy and drive he brings to
everything he does.

John isn’t just the man who makes
sure we have enough players each
week, which is no small task,
especially during the dreaded August
famine when numbers mysteriously
drop, but he’s also the one who keeps
our accounts ticking over and our
spirits  high. His energy and
commitment behind the scenes ensure
that our little footballing community
keeps running as smoothly as possible.

Couldn’t hit a Barn D’Or

Off the pitch, John’s efforts
continue. He organises our legendary
Christmas parties at The Cock and
Rabbit, where laughter, good food,
and  questionable dancing are
guaranteed. He also helps plan our
annual awards, including our tongue-
in-cheek version of the Ballon d’Or,
affectionately known as the Couldn’t
Hit a Barn d’Or (a fitting tribute to
our less accurate finishers). Other
honours include Goal of the Season,
The One Who's Always Late, and Most
Injury Prone — the latter usually
contested fiercely between myself and
Taj (or Tajio, as I like to call him),
who glides around the pitch like a
Brazilian samba star... at least until he
pulls a hamstring.

So, here’s to John Pope — a top
bloke, a tireless organiser, and the
beating heart of Friday night football.
Congratulations on reaching 100
appearances, and here’s to the next 100!

We salute you, Chairman. &

If you need to have a placeholder in
your diary for an 8:00 pm kick off on a
Friday night, do please get in touch —
contact John Pope on 07956334304 or
johnpope23@btopenworld.com



mailto:johnpope23@btopenworld.com

Bridge too far!
By Judy Hart et al
ﬁ fter North opened 1% on this
hand, how did N-S find the right
contract when the partners each
had unbalanced, unmatched hands?

4K92

vK10832

¢AQ32

*Q
410865 4Q
¥YQIs5 YATG4
*K864 ¢J1075
*105 *A876

AATT43

vo

*9

&#KJ9432

Dealer: West
Vulnerability: Both

What was the final contract and
how did it play? See page 28.

The Lee Parish
Council update

By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk

Bucks Council Local Plan
he consultation period for
I Bucks Council’s Draft Local
Plan has come to an end. The
real impact will, of course, be in the
implementation of the plan to meet the
housing targets, but the Parish Council
has concluded that there was relatively
little for it to comment on at this stage.
Nonetheless, we thought Newsletter
readers might welcome a brief
summary of the draft plan.
Bearing in mind that the detail in
the documentation runs to many

Explore...
Dream...
Discover...

We can help you create the best itinerary,
as we offer:

* Personalised planning - we take the time to
get to know you

* Friendly, honest advice from an independent
travel agency

* Extensive experience to arrange every detail

* Using fully bonded tour operators

* No booking fees

 f]E)

Travel Impressiens
""‘-—-..__.._--""“"'_""‘---...

01442 890265

enquines@uravelimpressions.co.uk
www_travelimpressions_ co.uk
Suits 4, George House, &4 High Strest, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF
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hundreds of pages, this summary is
prepared specifically and solely from
the perspective of The Lee.

Essentially, Buckinghamshire
Council’s plan has:

e Housing Targets set by central
government — not strictly a part of
this consultation

o a Spatial Strategy which reviews
how the county is generally
disposed to development, and

e a draft set of Development
Management Policies to deliver
the housing targets.

Bucks Spatial Strategy
The Draft Plan Consultation Part A
- Spatial Strategy starts with a Local

Natural and Built Development
Objective which includes such things
as protecting valued landscapes,

conserving and enhancing special
places etc., as well as supporting
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regeneration of the built environment
and the local economy. It goes on to
recognise the Climate Change
Challenge and then sets about the New
Housing Challenge — to build 4,332
new homes per year until 2045.

Bucks Council has already
conducted four ‘calls for sites’. These
asked for sites to be put forward for
consideration as potential allocations
within the Local Plan. To date they
have received over 1,600 sites to
consider and they are now undertaking
their ‘Housing and Economic Land
Availability Assessment’, which is the
first stage in considering whether a
site should be allocated in the Local
Plan. (Note: a few small sites in The
Lee have been submitted, but they are
not a part of this consultation).

The draft then describes a set of
Plan Objectives, with which few would
argue, concerning quality of place,
community health and well-being,
infrastructure and its relationship to
settlements (a particular concern for
. many), employment, and physical and

D digital connectivity.

This all leads importantly to seven

approaches to housing growth in Bucks:
1. brownfield development within
existing towns and villages

. growth on the edges of existing
main towns

. new towns (Note: three sites have
already been promoted to the New
Towns Taskforce — at Beachampton,
Calvert and Cheddington.)

. development of transport hubs

. expansion near significant
employment areas

. limited expansion in villages

. expanding urban areas on the edge
of Buckinghamshire.
The Gypsy and  Traveller

Assessment



https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/planning/local-plan/user_uploads/part-a-spatial-strategy-draft-local-plan-for-buckinghamshire-.pdf
https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/planning/local-plan/user_uploads/part-a-spatial-strategy-draft-local-plan-for-buckinghamshire-.pdf

(2025) sets out that, during the plan
period, there is a need for 681 pitches
and 38 plots. Again, an eight-point
approach is proposed to meet this
need, including as a final point
“additional supply from pending
planning applications” (which could in
theory include Kingsgate Farm).

Planning policies
This all leads on to Part B -

Development Management Policies

which includes 248 pages of draft

policies on everything from Housing

Mix to Data Centres and from

Travelling Communities to Biodiversity.

Of particular interest to The Lee will be

the following list of draft policies even

though, they appear to The Lee Parish

Council to be not significantly different

to present policies.

o rural diversification — relating to
reuse and adaption of existing
rural buildings

e Special Areas of Conservation —
including Chilterns Beechwood SAC

o protection of the Green Belt —
setting out the exceptions to
‘inappropriate’ development

o National Landscape (the AONBs) —
emphasising ‘conserve and enhance’

o landscape  character —  again
‘reinforce or enhance local character’

e aviation development — drawing
attention to unacceptable impacts
on the environment and landscape,
and on noise

o Conservation Areas and Heritage
Assets — once again with emphasis
on ‘preserve or enhance’.

Our conclusions for The Lee
All in all, a pretty thorough job, we
concluded, with appropriate re-
enforcement of existing policies and
some useful new perspectives and
policies on important current issues.
The issues on which the Parish
Council has made comment include

v
The - E
CHILTERN

OSTEOPATHIC
PRACTICE

Your | ocal fr
Osteopathic P
set in the be
Chiltern Coun

Everyone at the Chiltern Osteopathics
Practice is committed to providing the
highest standards of osteopathic care for
the treatment of all back and joint problems.

For over twenty years, our practice has
continued to provide each patient with the
most appropriate and effective treatment in
order to reduce the risk of reoccurrence
and aggravation.

The aim of working with each patent is to
obtain the maximum benefit out of the
minimum number of treatment sessions.

Please contact us for an initial consultation.
Private parking is freely available.

Genercl
Osteapathic
Council

o osEpatiTy rg Uk

THE [MSTETLTE
TR

Member

01494 783962

INFO@CHILTERN-OSTECRATH,COUK

OAKWAY, KEEPERS LAME, HYDE
HEATH, AMERSHAM, HFG 5R]

WAWW.CHILTERN-OSTEOPATH.COUK
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the housing targets, protecting the
Chiltern Hills, off-street parking, and
the need for infrastructure development
not to lag behind housing development.

Roads and utilities

Speaking of which... through
September and October, the parish
(along with nearby communities)
experienced a spate of road closures
which caused many delays, much
confusion and loss of business.
These closures were, in the main,
associated with ‘emergency’ and to a
lesser extent ‘planned’  work
connected with utility infrastructure.

The Parish Council has pressed
Bucks Council on this rash of closures
(as they are in theory the road closure
authority). We got the response that
these ‘emergency’ closures are
overlapping with ‘approved planned
maintenance’ closures... and that there
is therefore relatively little they can
do. However, we also highlighted the
poor communications between utility
companies and their contractors, and
with Bucks Council. The Parish
Council recognises that the water and
sewage leaks, and the power and
internet cuts, will not be reduced if
this repair/maintenance work is not
undertaken, but we have asked for
better oversight by Bucks Council of
the broader picture.

Playground development

In October, we finally saw the
replacement of the children’s climbing
frame at the Lee Common playground.
The old one had been deteriorating
over many years (decades), with
sections having to be removed at
regular intervals for health and safety
reasons. The new apparatus, which
includes new safety matting, comes
courtesy of a full grant to The Lee
Parish Council from the HS2
Community and Environment Fund.

You can  contact me  at
clerk@thelee.org.uk or on 07769 698652.

Merry Fayrfax
returns!

By The Lee Old Church Trust
It’s beginning to sound a lot like

Christmas... the Fayrfax Consort

will once again be gracing The Lee
Old Church with their enchanting
blend of festive music and seasonal
readings on Sunday 7" December at
7:30 pm. If you were lucky enough to
attend previous years’ candlelit
concerts, you will know this is an
evening not to be missed.

Under the expert direction of David
Ireson, Musical Director of St Albans
Chamber Opera, the Consort will
perform a heart-warming programme
of traditional carols, joyful songs, and
uplifting readings — all set in the
magical atmosphere of our historic
church, aglow with candlelight.

As ever, the evening will conclude
with a glass of fizz and delicious
canapés, giving everyone a chance to
mingle and toast the season in true
Lee style.

Tickets are £20, limited, and tend
to disappear faster than mince pies at a
Christmas party, so don’t delay! To
reserve your place, contact Ruth Fowler

by email on ruth.fowler7@gmail.com



mailto:clerk@thelee.org.uk
mailto:ruth.fowler7@gmail.com
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The hedge that
ate the footpath

By Artie Fischel

t began innocently enough. A
Imodest privet hedge, neatly trimmed

and unassuming, bordering Barley
Cottage’s front garden. But, like all
good horror stories, no one noticed the
warning signs. A twiggy outcrop here, a
rogue leaf there. It was just a bit over
the road. Nothing a gentle nudge with a
shoulder couldn’t handle.

Then spring came, and the
hedge... grew. By June, the footpaths
were almost impassable. Reports of
hedge-related eye pokings increased
by 47%.

Dog walkers began taking alternate
routes. The postman was last seen
muttering  “not  again”  while
brandishing a rolled-up magazine like
a machete.

Some claim that inside the deepest
parts of the foliage, a long-lost
toddler’s scooter from 2011 still lies
entangled in vines.

The Parish Council has “strongly
encouraged” hedge owners to trim
their greenery “to a reasonable
boundary”. So far, the hedge has
resisted all passive-aggressive notes
and one mildly threatening glare from
Mrs Donnelly across the road. There
are whispers it may be sentient.

Rumour has it a volunteer will
attempt to cut it back this weekend,
armed with garden shears and a flask
of tea. We wish them luck. And a
safe return.

In the meantime, villagers are
advised to approach with -caution,
maintain eye contact, and keep hedge
trimmers within reach at all times.

Stay safe out there.

LOUISE BIITTS

W T fouse

Mat-based, mixed ability group
Pilates classes for men and
women of all ages

The Lee Parish Hall
Tuesday mornings at 9:00 am - 10:00 am
Wednesday evenings at 5:45 pm - 6:45 pm
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Thursday mornings at 9:00 am - 10:00 am
Ballinger War Memorial Hall

Monday mornings at 9:15 am - 10:15 am
Friday mornings at 9:15 am - 10:15 am

Contact Louise for more information at 07879 843955
www.TheCoreConnection.co.uk

&

Timber Creations Limited
Bespeke jsamkg

Bespokesxcrmdned |
with a personal

Finest quality staircases, doors,
windows, one-off mouldings, built-in
units, authentic period property
repairs and more

All individually designed, built and
installed to your unique specifications
by skilled craftsmen using traditional

carpentry techniques

For wood with wow call
Alasdair Cunningham on
01494 890145 or email:
Office@timbercreationsltd.com
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HS2 in The Lee

By Clir Colin Sully

KFB recently published their

North Chilterns Autumn 2025

Newsletter. The newsletter
includes the latest information on
current local construction activities
and can be viewed at https:/
assets.hs2.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2025/09/NCA-Autumn-
newsletter-2025-Final .pdf

It also contains some further news

on the HS2 reset. I say ‘further news’
but I really mean vapid statements
such as:

e The reset is comprised of a series of
stages and will be completed in 2026.

o HS2 Ltd is not standing still during
the reset.

e We are implementing a rigorous
plan to focus on driving productivity
and efficiency.

e The multi-year financial settlement,
as set out in the Government’s
Spending Review, provides greater
certainty to the delivery of HS2 and
provides the foundations for the
comprehensive reset of the project.

Make of it all what you will.

Otherwise, the local impact of
construction continues much as before.
For the latest updates on works in the
area, including the latest Advance
Works Notice, visit www.hs2.org.uk/
in-your-area/map/

If you have a question or
complaints about HS2 please contact
the HS2 Helpdesk on 08081 434 434
or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk

Bridge too far!

Our bidding progressed:

4 N E S
pass 1v pass 1&
pass 2¢ pass 3%
pass 44 pass pass
pass

Opening lead QY.

An eight-card fit in spades, in the
N-S partnership, meant that was the
best contract, and game was made
with careful play. The combined
losing trick count (LTC) offset having
only 23 points between them.

CPR refresher
sessions

By The Editorial Team
iscover why Bystander CPR
Dmatters at these two free
sessions takmg place in
Ballinger Hall: 4™ November from
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm and 11"
November from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
Each session is for 12-18 people,
so bring your family and learn
together. Check that you are prepared
and would have the confidence to act
if you saw someone needing help.
Please book directly with the
Thames Valley Air Ambulance at
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/



http://www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/
http://www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/
mailto:hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/
https://assets.hs2.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NCA-Autumn-newsletter-2025-Final_.pdf
https://assets.hs2.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NCA-Autumn-newsletter-2025-Final_.pdf
https://assets.hs2.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NCA-Autumn-newsletter-2025-Final_.pdf
https://assets.hs2.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NCA-Autumn-newsletter-2025-Final_.pdf
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Deah Dy

The fastest way to let everyone in
the parish know about an event you
are arranging is to publish it right here
in the Newsletter. Contact the Editor
by the 12" of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

November

Wednesday 5". Fireworks from 7:00 pm.
Gates open at 6:00 pm for refreshments.
Thursday 6". The Lee village walk.
9:30 am at The Lee Green.

Friday 7". The Sloop Groggy Dogs at
Ballinger Memorial Hall in aid of
Scannappeal. See centre spread.
Saturday 8". Shop at The Lee
Christmas Food and Gift Market.
8:30 am to 1:00 pm. See page 3.
Tuesday 11™. The Lee Parish
Council Meeting. 7:00 pm (note
change of time) at the Parish Hall.
Wednesday 12". Lee Common
School Open Morning, 10:15 am to
11:30 am. See page 10.

Saturday 15" Roving Supper starting
at the Parish Hall at 7:30 pm.

Saturday 22" Ballinger  Hall
Christmas Fair. 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.
Thursday 27" Arts  Society
Ballinger. Comedy Classical — How
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do composers make us laugh? 7:30 pm
at Balhnger Memorial Hall.

Friday 28™. Newsletter Dinner. 7:30
pm at the Parish Hall.

Church Services

St John the Baptist, The Lee
Sunday 2", Holy Communion (BCP)
at The Old Church. 8:00 am.
Sunday 2. Family Service at The
New Church. 11:00 am.
Sunday 9". Remembrance Service at
The New Church. 10:00 am. Act of
Public Remembrance at the War
Memorial on The Green. 11:00 am.
Sunday 16". Holy Communion (BCP)
at The Old Church. 8:00 am.
Sunday 23 Parish Communion
(CW) at The New Church. 11:00 am.
Sunday 30" United Benefice
Communion Service at St Leonards.
10:00 am.

Continued overleaf
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BB Remedial and Sports %
Massage

Lee Common HP16 9JR

Bryony Benwell

Soft Tissue Therapist
bryonybenwell@hotmail.com
07740 796309
www.bbremedialmassage.com
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St Mary’s, Ballinger

Sunday 2". Remembrance Eucharist
at 9:30 am. A special communion
commemorating all those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice in the
service of their country. Followed by
refreshments and the time to reflect.

Coming up

Thursday 4™ December. The Lee
village walk. Meet at 9:30 am at The
Lee Green.

Friday 5" December. Bridge Drive in
aid of Horatio® Garden at Great
Missenden Lawn Tennis Club. See
page 21 for details.

Saturday 6" December (10:30 am to 5:00
pm) and Sunday 7" December (11:30 am
to 4:30 pm). Christmas Tree Festival at
St Peter and Paul’s, Great Missenden.
Including festive goods, raffle, Santa’s
grotto, children’s craft, refreshments and
live music. In aid of Wycombe Women’s
Aid and the church parishes.

Sunday 7™ December. Lighting up
Ballinger. 5:00 pm onwards. See page
21 for more details.

Sunday 7" December. Fayrfax Consort
at The Lee Old Church. 7:30 pm.
Thursday 11" December. Festive
Afternoon Tea at Ballinger Hall in
aid of Scannappeal See page 18.

Thursday 11" December. Santa
heading to The Lee.
Tuesday 28" December. Village

Friends at The Cock and Rabbit.
10:30 am.

Thursday 30" December. Arts Society
Ballinger. The Many Faces of
William Morris. 7:30 pm at Ballinger
Memorial Hall.

Wednesday 28" January — 2026.
Annual Afternoon Bridge Drive in
aid of St John the Baptist Church.
More details next month.

Contacts

Buckinghamshire Council
Many routine enquiries/reports can be
dealt with online at https:/
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk .
Highways — including potholes, road
signage, trees and hedges:

Search Fix-my-Street
Public Rights of Way:

Search Rights of Way
Planning applications/enforcement:

Search Planning and Building Control
Trees and hedges:

Search Trees and Hedges
Refuse collection/recycling:

Search Waste and recycling
Schools admission/transport:

Search Schools
General Enquiries:

Call 0300 131 6000

If necessary you may follow-up on
your enquiry with our Bucks Council,
Chesham North Ward councillors:

Mohammad Fayyaz(@buckinghamshire.govauk
Justine.Fulford@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
01494 792478
Frances.Kneller@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
07711 859537

The Lee Parish Council

Playground, allotments, benches,
noticeboard and memorials:

Contact the Clerk, Hayley Farrelly,

clerk@thelee.org.uk 07704 909324
The Lee Parish councillors:

Chair: Cllr Colin Sully

Vice-Chairs: Cllr Heather Barrett-

Mold, Cllr Adam Bunce

ClIr George Baggaley

Cllr Susie Burrage

Cllr Dick Chinnery

Cllr Jamie Wilkinson
The Lee website/forum:

Contact admin@thelee.org.uk

HS?2 project
Contact the HS2 Helpdesk on 08081 434
434 or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
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Local groups
Ballinger Babies and Toddlers Group
ballingerbats@gmail.com
Ballinger Hall Horticultural Society
Chairperson: Katharine Hersee
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com
Membership Secretary:
jennywooding(@btconnect.com
Ballinger War Memorial Hall
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379
Lee Common C of E School
School office, 837267
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
Lee Common Scouts
Group Scout Leader, Chris Nevill;
864881, gsl@]1stleecommon.co.uk
Scouts, Enzo D’ Alessandro;
scouts@lstleecommon.co.uk
Beavers, Karen Bruton;
beavers@1stleecommon.co.uk
Cubs, James Bruton;
cubs@]lstleecommon.co.uk
Shop at The Lee
Symeon Economou, 837195
shop@thelee.org.uk
St John the Baptist Church, The Lee
Vicar: Revd Chris Haywood, 837566
Churchwarden: Trevor Pearce, 837601
Treasurer: David Stephenson, 867617
St Mary& Church, Ballinger
Anne Ellis 837247 or Maggi Cameron,
864790 maggi.cameron(@hotmail.co.uk
Tennis Court @ Parish Hall
WhatsApp Pippa Hart 07785 323232
The Arts Society Ballinger
Contact: Susanne Baker, 864893
ballinger@theartssociety.org
The Lee Cricket Club
www.theleecc.org.uk
Secretary: Mike Harris 07788 345555
The Lee Flower Show
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450
The Lee Old Church Trust
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501
The Lee Parish Hall Committee
Bookings: Pippa Hart, 837340
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237
Village Friends
Jules Eyles 01494 260162
Frankie Little 07816 871622

The Newsletter

he Lee Newsletter is published 10

times a year and distributed free to

all households in the parish... and
a little beyond. The views expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Editor.

We welcome letters and articles of
interest and relevance to The Lee. Copy
should be sent to the Editor of the month at
theleenewsletter@gmail.com by the 12 of
the month before publication.

Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically ~ withheld. ~ Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.

To advertise in the newsletter or
place an insert, please contact Hannah
Lane at hannahcmlane@gmail.com or
on 07747 114640, by the 12" of the
previous month.

If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten on 837450 or email

battenjonathan@hotmail.com

For queries regarding distribution
contact Phil Harrison on 837469.

Other members of the Editorial
team: Ruth Fowler, Mary Godfrey, Liz
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller,
Colin Sully and Louise Wadsworth.

Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham.
01494 778053.

To book
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Cock
&Rabbit$

PUB CAFE RESTAURANT

On a dark winter’s eve (Saturday 24th January)

Murder comes to The Lee!

Event run by a professional murder mystery
company interwoven with a three course meal.
Limited tickets. Tables of 6 to 8.

Please call or enquire within for ‘
Q more information! /

®
9

New Year’s Eve...

Count down to 2026 at The Cock & Rabbit!
Dinner served in the restaurant. DJ from 9:30pm.

The Lee HP16 9LZ Tel: 01494 837 540
n@thecockandrabbitinn © @thelee.cockandrabbit




