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From the Editor 
By Phil Harrison 

A 
s autumn draws in, we have said 
goodbye to four more of our 
community. Stephen 

Humphreys, whose obituary appears on 
page 8, Joan Worsfold and Elizabeth 
Stacey, whose obituaries will be in the 
February issue and Sally Dean. Many 
of you will know Sally who, following 
a double amputation of her legs, could 
be seen driving her mobility scooter 
down Oxford Street heading to the shop 
to stock up on the necessities of daily 
living. Always cheerful with a smile 
and a laugh, she was an inspiration in 
adversity. Members of the Newsletter 
team extend their condolences to all 
family members experiencing loss and 
heartache at this time. 

This month we have Santa and his 
sleigh making their annual visit for carols 
and mince pies (see page 4). Before that, 
we have the annual festive ‘lighting up 
the villages’ on 7th December with a 
celebration at Ballinger Hall taking  
place (see picture). 

Please send your thoughts or 
objections about any of the articles, or 
new contributions for February’s 
edition to the editor, Jonathan Batten, 
at theleenewsletter@gmail.com by 12th 
January 2026. 

Your letters 
The final push 
To the Editor 

I would just like to thank all 57 donors 
(at the last count) who have 
contributed £5,000 so generously to 
the Parish Hall Insulation Fund. You 
are all amazing. 

I need specially to single out the 
Flower Show Committee, which has 
decided to put no less that £1,000 into 
the pot. This has truly been 
transformational and much appreciated. 

As we apply for a charitable grant 
to raise the full amount needed, we 

Once you’ve read it, 
why not return this 
Newsletter to Shop at 
The Lee for someone 
else to enjoy? 

mailto:theleenewsletter@gmail.com
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But if you have any problems, 
please call me: 01494 837818. We will 
make sure your contribution reaches 
the fund. 

Thanks again to you all. 
Peter Macann 
Lee Common 
 

Forum to the fore 
To the Editor 
I just wanted to share how brilliant 
The Lee Forum is as a local 
communications hub. 

It both amused me and warmed my 
heart a couple of weeks ago when I 
put a message on there, enquiring if 
anyone had a large dog crate they no 
longer needed. Within 30 minutes I 
had received no fewer than 10 
responses via text and WhatsApp, 
with both offers of crates to keep and 
to borrow. It told me so much about 
our villages up here – kind, 
responsive and, most of all, 
absolutely dog crazy! 

Thanks to all who responded and 
you’ll be glad to hear we are now set 
up with what we need. 
Louise Wadsworth 
The Lee 

know that the more we can show we 
have commitment as a community, the 
better chance we have of getting our 
application accepted. Let’s try to hit 
£7,500 – the halfway point for our 
target of £15,000. 

I am sure we can do it. 
We just need one more push. So, to 

anyone who has not donated so 
far, can I put out the final plea. Even a 
small amount you really won’t miss 
would take us that vital step closer. 

I know everyone has good 
intentions…but we need to make that 
crucial step to taking action. Please 
use the QR code here or posted on the 
shop and Hall doors. 

Or go to the Go Fund Me 
website; look for the magnifying glass 
Search Box top left of screen; type in 
‘Lee Parish Hall’ and a picture of the 
hall pops up; click on it and just 
donate. You can make it anonymous if 
you wish. 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 
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Quince-essential-Lee 
To the Editor 
Prompted by Diana Taylor's recent 
plea for more verse in the Newsletter, 
I offer the following sad tale. 

 

We had a little quince tree, nothing 
(much) would it bear 
Except in this ‘mast year’, when it 
went absolutely spare! 
The quince kept on coming, 
weighing heavy in the gale 
So much so, that laden branches then 
began to fail. 
 

First a leading side branch broke off 
and gave up the fight 
Then the whole tree collapsed on a 
windy autumn night 

Our prize-winning fruit tree, with 
fruit so ripe and plump 
Sadly, now is firewood... and a short 
and stubby stump.    

 

Colin Sully 
Swan Bottom 
 

LCS 100 Club 
To the Editor 
The Lee Common School Association 
100 Club is back again this year. It is a 
brilliant way for us to raise essential 
funds for the school. By buying a 
ticket for £20 you will be part of 10 
draws (one each month starting from 
28th December) giving you the 
opportunity to win prizes – 1st Prize 
£24, 2nd Prize £18 and 3rd Prize £12. 

If you are interested in joining 
please contact me on 07900 935249 or 
email helenfbaker@yahoo.co.uk. 
Helen Buckley 
Sly Corner 

SHORT-TERM 
RENTALS 

From £495 per week (all inclusive) 
 

Self-catering holiday  
or temporary accommodation  

at Lee Common 
 

Moving house?   
     Completion dates don’t coincide? 
     House sale falls through? 
     Builders outstaying their welcome? 

 

Expecting Visitors?    
     Need extra accommodation? 

 

Self-contained Period Property:  
sleeps four guests 

 

Tel: 01494 837798 
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

MARTIN THE MILKMAN LTD 
Your local independent dairyman Est 1989 

Doorstep delivery of milk and produce 
 

 

          To place an order call: 

        01442 833944 

 

  www.martinthemilkman.com 

mailto:helenfbaker@yahoo.co.uk
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Last year our community raised a 
magnificent £539. It would be 
fantastic if we could break the £600 
threshold this year. Please bring your 
donations and be generous. 

 

Feast and 
famine  
Footie newsflash from Chairman Pope 

The changing of the seasons 

F 
riday night football at the Chiltern 
Hills Academy largely continued 
through the summer months – 

there were only three weeks when we 
had to cancel due to lack of numbers. 
These were the weeks of famine. 

With the Chiltern Hills Academy 
pitch back open for business in early 
June (after a few false starts) we 
found the playing surface was as good 
as ever. Giles ‘worldie’ Robertson 
really has no excuses left now. Rising 
to the challenge he is currently on a 
hot goalscoring streak – scoring at the 
right end for a change. 

A group of us headed to the 
Chesham Fringe back in May to 
support our very own Jim Daly 
https://www.jimdalycomedy.com  

Jim is not a regular on Friday 
nights. However, when he has signed 
up to play, he seems to struggle to be 
on time – citing falling asleep on his 
children’s bed as his excuse. 

As the switch from summer to 

Santa’s visit 
By the Editor 

S 
anta is visiting The Lee on 
Thursday 11th December. He 
will start at the Bassibones end 

of Oxford Street at 5:30 pm and travel 
along Oxford Street stopping for those 
children who want a photo with him. 

He will make his way past the shop 
and the cricket field as he heads up to 
The Green. His sleigh will go 
anticlockwise round the green coming 
to a stop outside The Cock & Rabbit 
just before 6:00 pm. If you park 
around The Green, please make sure 
that Santa’s sleigh can get round. 

The Occasional Singers will be 
serenading you with a selection of 
popular carols. They hope that 
everyone will join in as they have 
chosen familiar ones. This year they 
will be singing twice as many 
following requests for more. Santa 
will be joining the Occasional Singers. 

The Cock & Rabbit will be serving 
burgers and loaded fries (and I gather 
the fries will be really loaded this 
year) from 5:00 pm. There will also be 
mulled wine and mince pies in return 
for a donation to Santa’s charity, The 
Chesham Rotary Club.  

https://www.jimdalycomedy.com
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autumn happened and everyone 
returned from far flung places 
(Bognor? Really?) and as nursery, 
school and university beckoned, I 
mistakenly thought we would enter a 
period of feast where somehow, we’d 
have to squeeze 20 players onto a pitch 
that was suited to a maximum of 14. 

However, it was not to be the case 
and, possibly influenced by the wind 
and rain of Storm Amy at the 
beginning of October, we had to 
cancel once again. 

As reported in the November 
Newsletter we are starting to see a few 
more players hitting the 100-game mark 
since we began back in March 2022. 
The coveted blue beanies (only because 
they keep your head warm in the winter 
months) acknowledging the landmark 
are awarded at a special pre-match 
ceremony in a suitable football hooligan 
way with the shout of “Oi! He’s done 
the ton!” Over 25 players have played 
25 games or more. We are looking for 
inspiration for the next model of beanie 
hats to mark 150 and 200 games played. 
Mr Marks and I are thinking luminous 
green and sparkly gold, but if anyone 
fancies being commissioned to create 
something special that perhaps they knit 
– let me know. 

We continue to attract new players 
as the word spreads that having 
something in your diary on a Friday 
night can be a real bonus although some 

have been known to skip the football 
and head direct to The Cock & Rabbit. 
You know who you are, Pat. 

Some members have found that 
shared family online diaries can be 
tricky to navigate. How does one forge 
the date stamp of when an entry was 
made – to prove you had made the 
entry first? We are considering 
commissioning our local IT expert, 
Ruth Fowler, to school us in the dark 
arts of the Google Calendar. 

Thanks to everyone who steps 
out onto the Astro on a Friday night. 
It’s good football (mostly) and a lot 
of fun, with the option of some 
liquid refreshment afterwards at The 
Cock & Rabbit. 

If you need to have a placeholder in 
your diary for an 8:00 pm kick off on a 
Friday night, do please get in touch  –  
contact John Pope on 07956 334304 or 
johnpope23@btopenworld.com 
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Bridge too far! 
By Kathryn Dickinson et al 

A 
fter East passed, South was 
excited by her hand – ‘six-
five; come alive’ being the 

Bridge mantra. 
 

 Q 10 4 

7 2 

 A K 3 

K 10 9 8 7 

  A 9 8 5 3                 J 7 6 2 

  K J 10 8 5             3 

  Q 5                  J 2 

  5                    Q J 6 4 3 2 

 K 

 A Q 9 6 4 

 10 9 8 7 6 4 

 A 
 

Dealer: East 
Vulnerability: N-S   

    

How did the bidding progress? See 
page 28. 

Aylesbury  
Christmas 1904 
By Carol Addison 

H 
ere is a Christmas postcard of 
Aylesbury, Market Place. 
Maggie from Quainton wishes 

Hilda from Portsmouth a very Happy 
Xmas and holiday. It was sent on 
23rd December 1904. 

This scene looks very similar to 
the Market Square we know today. 
The Clock Tower and Waddesdon 
Lions are already firmly established. 
It’s the buildings’ occupancy that 
has changed.  

On the left are two pubs, The 
Cross Keys and Coach and Horses. 
Further up is Rowe & Co. 
Ironmongers next to Freeman, 
Hardy & Willis, the boot and shoe 
store. Finally, The George Hotel 
which closed in 1921 is behind the 
Clock Tower. 
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Weather wisdom 
By The Lee Old Church Trust 

L 
ast month we welcomed two 
distinguished speakers, Sara 
Thornton and John Hammond, 

for an evening that proved both 
enlightening and thoroughly 
enjoyable. With decades of experience 
between them – spanning BBC 
Weather, ITV, and the Met Office – 
their passion for meteorology was 
evident from the moment they began. 

The talk explored the quirks of 
Britain’s famously unpredictable 
weather, the science behind forecasting, 
and the challenges posed by our 
changing climate. Attendees were 
treated to behind-the-scenes stories from 
their broadcasting careers, as well as 
practical advice on interpreting weather 
apps (and knowing when to ignore 
them). The evening struck a perfect 
balance between scientific insight and 
engaging storytelling, making complex 
topics accessible and entertaining. 

Warm and sunny 
Audience members were 

particularly impressed by the duo’s 
ability to explain meteorological 
concepts in a relatable way. Questions 
flowed freely, and both speakers 
responded with warmth, humour, and 
expertise. It was clear that their 
enthusiasm for weather is matched only 
by their desire to share it with others. 

To hear of their website 
VacayWeather.com was of particular 
interest. Designed to help travellers plan 
holidays around the weather, it offers 
tailored forecasts and insights for 
destinations worldwide. Ideal for anyone 
looking to avoid a rainy getaway! 

We’re grateful to Sara and John for 
such a memorable evening; if you 
missed it, keep an eye out for our 
future events – you won’t want to miss 
the next one. 

 

Great Missenden 

Supported Living 
 

A warm, friendly, house for the 

elderly, in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look to see for 

yourself and have a chat with 

 Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager) 

Tel: 01494 865026  

or email for a brochure 

manager@afgm.co.uk 

Find out more on our website 

www.abbeyfield.com 

 

  BB Remedial and Sports                 
                             Massage 

 

Lee Common HP16 9JR 
 

Bryony Benwell 
Soft Tissue Therapist 

 

bryonybenwell@hotmail.com 
 

07740 796309 
 

www.bbremedialmassage.com 

http://VacayWeather.com
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grandfather to his eleven grandchildren  
– Callum, Danielle, Ben, Jessica, 
Emily, James, William, George, Harry, 
and Lottie – each of whom he adored 
and took immense pride in. 

Dad began his working life fixing 
lawn mowers at Hildreths, drawn by 
his keen interest in mechanics. If 
something had an engine, you could be 
sure he’d be tinkering with it. After 
serving an apprenticeship in carpentry, 
he joined the family building business, 
helping to construct or repair countless 
homes across Lee Common and the 
surrounding villages. His handiwork – 
and his heart – can still be seen 
throughout the area. 

Giving back to all 
Community meant everything to 

him. Whether helping at local flower 
shows or setting off the village 
firework displays, Dad loved giving 
back. His sense of service continued 
when he became a parish councillor 
for Great Missenden, a role he took 
great pride in. For over 15 years, he 
also dedicated his time to the 
Prestwood charity shop, chairing the 
grants committee and helping 
countless local causes. 

Stephen 
Humphreys 
1950 – 2025 
By Joanna Humphreys 

D 
ad was born on 27th December 
1950, to his parents Audley 
and Marjorie at High Tor in 

Lee Common. The eldest of four, he 
was a loving big brother to Nick, Jill, 
and Anne, and later, a devoted 
husband to my mum, Marilyn. 

A true Lee Common boy through 
and through, Dad grew up in the 
village, attending the local schools and 
building lifelong connections in the 
community he loved so deeply. 

From an early age, his kind and 
caring nature shone through. As a father 
to Jonathan, Emma, and me, he gave us 
endless love, patience and support. 
Later, he became the most wonderful 

TIDY TAILS 



9 

Dad was one of those people 
everyone seemed to know – and 
everyone spoke of with affection. I 
always felt such pride telling people I 
was his daughter. 

He was endlessly generous, always 
ready to lend a hand or share his wealth 
of local knowledge. We could talk for 
hours, and I cherished listening to his 
stories – tales of his life, his adventures, 
and the people he met along the way. 

Licensed to fly! 
One of his greatest passions was hot 

air ballooning. As a licensed pilot, he 
took many friends and family members 
on unforgettable flights, dressed proudly 
in his red flying suit. His laid-back 
nature and good humour made every 
trip an adventure – even when a landing 
ended up in a tree, a lake, or a distant 
field far from his retrieve crew! As part 
of the Black Horse Ballooning Club, 
where he served as Land Relations 
Officer, he was loved for his easy-going 
spirit and his infectious laugh. 

That laugh – warm, booming, and 
unmistakable – is something everyone 
remembers. Friends and family often 
describe him as a “gentle giant”, 
always ready to help anyone in need. 
One story that sums him up perfectly: 
while working on a job, he once dug 
straight through a gas pipe. Unfazed, he 
calmly jumped off the digger, bent the 
pipe, taped it up, and carried on — 
cigar still firmly in his mouth! 

Dad also joined me on many school 
trips, where he couldn’t resist a bit of 
mischief – whether it was potholing 
and abseiling in Wales or climbing a 
flagpole in France to ‘borrow’ a flag. 

He truly was one of a kind. We 
will miss him every second of every 
day, but his spirit lives on in all of us – 
his children and grandchildren – 
through the kindness, humour, and 
love he taught us. 

Sleep well, Dad. Rest easy now – 
your work here is done. 

 

from your local independent 
electrical retailer 

 
 

Price Match Guarantee 
Professional Installation 

Expert Knowledge 
 

Chiltern Domestic 
Appliances Ltd 
20-22 Red Lion Street 

Chesham HP5 1EZ 
01494 771682 

www.chilternappliances.co.uk 

Kitchen appliances 
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Shop at The Lee 
By Symeon Economou 

O 
ur Christmas Food and Gift 
Market on Saturday 8th 
November, which usually 

marks the start of Christmas at Shop at 
The Lee, was another resounding 
success. Over 150 different items 
across a wide range of seasonal foods, 
cards, stationery and lovely gift items 
adorned the Parish Hall and brought in 
streams of customers. This amazing 
event is almost wholly the work of just 
one person – Katie Michaelson-Yeates 
– assisted by a willing band of 
volunteers and is a wonderful testament 
to the community spirit of the area. 

The festive theme easily now spills 
over into the Shop and peaks with our 
usual Christmas Eve order collection. 
This year is the 10th year we have 
offered the complete range of seasonal 
foods including poultry, meats, bakery, 
dairy, fruit and vegetables, as well as a 
few unusual items to surprise the palate. 
Customers can gain confidence from 
our faultless record of satisfying nearly 
60 customers, many of whom entrust us 
with their whole Christmas grocery 
shop. Order forms covering over 125 
items are now available via the village 
website at www.thelee.org.uk/shop … 
and please note the order book closes 
on Sunday 14th December. 

Because of the workload on the 
couple of days before Christmas Day, 
Kings Farm Shop has asked us to 
consider stocking a few items in our 
freezer. Therefore, pigs in blankets, 
chipolata sausages, stuffing and sausage 
meat will now only be available in our 
new ‘Christmas Freezer’ so please come 
and buy these any time in December. 

2025 has been another challenging 
year for Shop at The Lee. The 
continuing support of our customers 
and their positive comments is what 

motivates the 50 or so volunteers and 
keeps them doing the wonderful job 
that they do. On behalf of everyone at 
Shop at The Lee, I offer our best 
wishes for a Happy Christmas and a 
happy, healthy and peaceful New Year. 

Remember, 
remember 
By The Lee Parish Hall Committee 

T 
he village annual bonfire night 
extravaganza once again took 
place on the 5th November, 

thanks to Helen Usborne and Mark 
Braley kindly allowing us to use their 
field in Cherry Tree Lane. Members of 
The Lee Parish Hall Committee had 
been planning and prepping for several 
months and keeping fingers and toes 
crossed for favourable weather and, 
most importantly, no wind! 

The gate opened promptly at 6:00 
pm and it was wonderful to see the 
influx of attendees from Lee Common 
and the surrounding area. With around 
400 spectators, it was probably our most 
well-attended event for some years.  

http://www.thelee.org.uk/shop
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The bonfire, assembled and lit by 
Trevor Pearce, was spectacular, as 
were the fireworks which were 
brilliantly organised and managed by 
Mike Buckley and his team. The Cubs 
decided on a traditional theme for their 
guys this year and all three looked 
fantastic seated on top of the bonfire 

This year, special thanks to Rachel 
and Mike Harris for allowing us to use 
their field, so that we were able to 
light the bonfire and the fireworks 
simultaneously and still comply with 
the strict Health and Safety 
regulations. Thank you also to Simon 
Murrell for helping get the firing zone 
set up and dismantled. 

Chris Nevill and the Scout Leaders 
led by James Bruton and Enzo 
D’Alessandro somehow managed to 
produce three hundred barbecued 
sausages (with or without onions!) in 
the middle of a field. Then there are a 
host of willing volunteers who help to 
erect the marquee, man the gates, serve 
and sell the hotdogs and drinks, manage 
parking, patrol the area during the 
fireworks to ensure compliance with 
safety regulations, and clear up the 
debris the next day. You know who you 
are and we are so grateful for your help. 

Looking round on the night, it was 
great to see people having such a 
good time and to feel the strong sense 
of community. 

The heart of the community 
The funds raised at Bonfire Night 

(approx. £3,000) will go to support the 
ever-increasing costs of maintenance 
and running of the Parish Hall and the 
associated site, a well-loved and much 
used asset at the heart of our community.  

November is a busy month for 
fundraising for the Parish Hall and on 
Saturday 15th November we will have 
run what we think is the 20th Roving 
Supper (just one gap in 2020). At the 

VERMINATOR UK 

verminatoruk.com  | info@verminator.com 

FOR ALL YOUR PEST 
CONTROL NEEDS… 

uu 

• Wasps  
• Rats & Mice 
• Squirrels 
• All flying and 

crawling insects 
• Solar panel 

proofing against 
pigeons also 
undertaken 

THEY WON’T BE BACK 

Call Tim Simmons  
THE VERMINATOR 

07734 649305 
0808 1972 730 

verminatoruk.com  |  info@verminatoruk.com 

time of going to press Pat Lea, who 
organises the event, has 96 guests 
(many first-timers) signed up and ten 
kind households ready to cook and 
host, as well as lots of volunteers 
helping to make canapés and desserts, 
and to set up and clear the hall. 

Since Covid many new families have 
moved into the two villages, and we are 
delighted that many of them have 
supported the event over the past two 
years. It’s a great opportunity for residents 
new and old to meet new friends. 

Some of the funds raised at these two 
events will go towards the project to 
improve the insulation at the hall and to 
make it more energy efficient. Very 
many thanks to all of you who have 
already donated to the Go Fund Me page. 

Finally, a massive thank you to 
everyone who supports these two 
events and to all the amazing 
volunteers who make them happen. 
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Meet and greet 
The Church Farm crew 
By Laura Hinson 

F 
irstly, apologies that it’s taken 
almost a year of living in The 
Lee to introduce ourselves 

properly! We have a spirited bunch of 
merry men that keep our hands full 
including Bailey the saluki-greyhound, 
seven-year-old Theo, one-year-old 
Rudy, and Mr Su the black cat. 

We moved into Church Farm at the 
end of January from Hackney in 
London to be nearer Laura’s 
grandparents in Wendover (a second 
child will do that to you). We’re still 
commuting into London once or twice 
a week, Laura as a head of marketing 
in the fashion industry, and Tom as 
CCO for a creative agency that 
connects brands to culture. 

We’ve been so grateful for the 
warm welcome from the Lee 
community and particularly enjoyed 
being part of the summer fête and 
flower show dinner. Once we make it 
to the Roving Supper, we’ll have 
officially completed the full induction 
to village life. 

Since moving into the farmhouse 
we’ve fixed the chimney, harvested lots 
of fruit and veg, made a jar of plum 
jam, grown some dahlias from seed, 
and celebrated Tom’s 40th birthday. 

Theo loved his term at Lee 
Common School; with only six boys 
in his year plus yoga and forest school 
classes, he really hit the jackpot! He’s 
now settling well into middle school in 
Great Missenden and getting the bus 
every day. 

Our favourite thing to do in The 
Lee is walk a loop, visit the park, and 
enjoy a pint in the garden at The Cock 
& Rabbit. We feel incredibly lucky to 
have landed here, especially writing 

this in autumn with all her glory. We 
are very interested in the wildlife of 
this area and doing our part to 
contribute to a happy ecosystem for 
the plants and animals. 

We look forward to putting our 
roots down here and getting to know 
you all, as Theo recently told us we 
can stay forever as there is a 
convenient graveyard for us parents 
next door, when required! 

 

The Lee Old 
Church 
Trust 
Preserving a village treasure 
By The Old Church Trustees 

T 
he Lee Old Church, dating back 
to the 13th century, is the oldest 
building in the village and a 

cherished part of our local heritage. 
Furthermore, it is the oldest building 
in the Chiltern District still in use for 
its original purpose. Originally built as 
a Chapel of Ease and later granted to 
Missenden Abbey, it remains a 
consecrated space used for quiet 
worship, cultural events and 
community gatherings. 
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Have your hair done in the 
comfort of your own home 

 

For more information, advice or 
to book an appointment, please 
contact Juliette on 07403 227878 

In 1982, recognising the need to 
preserve this historic gem, 
concerned villagers established The 
Lee Old Church Trust, to work with 
the diocese but as an independent 
charity with the sole aim of 
restoration and preservation. 

Restore and preserve 
Since then, the Trust has worked 

tirelessly to restore and maintain the 
church, supported by generous 
donations, grants, and countless hours 
of volunteer labour. 

The past few decades have seen a 
remarkable transformation. Major 
structural repairs have included 
retiling the roof, restoring the crown 
post structure, and stabilising the east 
wall with stainless steel rods and 
cement grouting. The Trust has also 
uncovered and conserved medieval 
wall paintings, including a rare 
depiction of St Christopher and the 
George and the Dragon legend. 

Modern amenities were 
sensitively introduced, such as 
electric heating, lighting, a 
kitchenette and a lavatory, all 
discreetly housed in outbuildings. 
The stunning handmade glass 
windows, restored monuments, and 
new furnishings further enhanced the 
space, making it suitable for regular 
services, and the recitals, exhibitions, 
and even theatrical performances that 
the Trust arranges as fundraisers. 

The Trust continues to thrive 
thanks to the dedication of local 
residents and Friends of the Old 
Church. Their efforts ensure that this 
sacred and cultural landmark remains 
a living part of village life – respected, 
loved and enjoyed by all. 

To get involved or learn more, 
visit the website www.thelee.org.uk/
the-lee-old-church 

Bridge Drive 
By Judy Hart 

C 
ome and have an enjoyable 
afternoon and help raise funds 
towards the upkeep of St John 

the Baptist Church at The Lee, by 
supporting the Bridge Drive. 

This coming year, it will be held in 
The Lee Parish Hall on Wednesday 
28th January 2026. Doors open at 1:45 
pm and we shall start playing as soon 
as all have assembled.  

To avoid disappointment, reserve 
your table for four players, by 
contacting me, Judy Hart, 
on judyelgood@gmail.com  

By popular request, the format will 
be the same, with the same delicious 
tea and the focus of the afternoon to 
have fun with prizes to be won. £60 
per table. 

http://www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-old-church.
http://www.thelee.org.uk/the-lee-old-church.
mailto:judyelgood@gmail.com
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Cock-tales: the 
year in review 
By Robyn Cann 

B 
y the time this newsletter 
reaches you, a 13 feet 
Christmas tree will be standing 

proudly at the front of the pub. Do you 
know how many decorations a 13 feet 
tree needs? From last year’s 
experience: far more than you’d 
imagine. Oliver had us out in rising 
winds as Storm Darragh approached, 
insisting that “the BBC weather app is 
always overly pessimistic”. Twenty-
four hours later we were retrieving 
half the decorations from Field End 
Lane and the holly bush on The Green. 

Of the many, many lessons we’ve 
learned this year, the smallest is that 
the BBC weather app is occasionally 
right. 2025 has been huge – exciting, 
exhausting, heart-warming, hilarious, 
and, at times, a little bruising. 

Looking back, it’s impossible not 
to marvel at what our two chefs have 
achieved. So I’m using this final 
newsletter of the year to pay homage 
to them with a little recap (read: butter 
them up before we plunge into the 
merry chaos of December). 

Food for all tastes 
We held four garden BBQs with 

live music, starting in May for the 
VE80 celebration and ending in 
September as the sun dipped on 
another summer. 

For Gold Cup Day Lunch, our 
gentlemen punters submitted a list of 
requests that included calves’ liver and 
pancetta. For St George’s Day, we 
revisited old favourites such as Toad 
in the Hole and sherry, orange and 
raspberry trifle. To mark English Wine 

Week we paired wines from the 
boutique Artelium estate in East 
Sussex with contemporary dishes 
including rare roast beef salad, 
Cornish mackerel and English 
asparagus. We even went full 
Americana with a Surf ’n’ Turf Night. 

Our Sicilian Head Chef, Tony, was 
given carte blanche for a special 
Sicilian menu. Staff took turns 
gawping as he handled a live octopus 
before transforming it into a rather 
spectacular carpaccio. On Lobster 
Night, live lobsters made a brief 
cameo in the front bar before being 
served Thermidor- or Américaine-
style. That same month, locally 
sourced muntjac appeared on the 
menu as a rich ragù. (The full 
menagerie is always on offer here at 
The Cock & Rabbit!) 

All the above – and more – was 
served on top of the ever-evolving 

Tony and his lobsters! 
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Shop at The Lee 

 
For all your daily needs 

 

A community shop, financed and 
run by the village; the shop lies at 

the heart of the parish. 
 
 

Current opening hours: 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m. until 5.00 p.m. 
Saturdays: 8.00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
Sundays: 7.30 a.m. until 12:00 noon. 

 
Tel: 01494 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

daily menu, along with countless 
private celebrations and events. 

On Sundays the kitchen furniture 
is rearranged to cope with the sheer 
scale of Sunday lunch. Mothering 
Sunday was especially notable: the 
chefs pulled off a double-whammy of 
brunch followed by roast, giving us 
the biggest day we’d ever had. That 
is, until the new restaurant opened and 
our seating capacity suddenly leapt by 
more than sixty. 

Meeting the challenges 
The kitchen reeled. The poor pot-

washers didn’t know what had hit 
them. There were a few frayed 
tempers, some stern words for the wait 
staff, a plea for a new oven – and then 
things settled. Had we bitten off more 
than we could chew? Probably. But it 
was a bit late to put the brakes on… 

“Make a kids’ menu of zombie 
burgers and spook-ghetti!” we 
demanded in the run-up to Halloween. 
And the chefs obliged, though by that 
point in the calendar they had about as 
much humour left as Lurch from The 
Addams Family. 

Looking forward... 
Now we head into the busy festive 

season, kicked off by Santa’s visit on 
Thursday 11th December. This is 
organised with Chesham Rotary and 
the marvellous Occasional Singers, 
who will lead the village carol-singing. 
It’ll be a lovely night, so please do 
come along. The same chefs who 
brought us langoustine with fennel and 
orange will be flipping burgers. 

There’s no denying that an 
enormous amount of versatility and 
effort is asked of Tony and Andre 
(and that we now absolutely need a 
third chef – still looking, if anyone 
knows a good one!). So allow me to 

use these pages to say a very public, 
very heartfelt thank you to them both. 

And thank you, as always, to our 
locals. You can prep all the crostini and 
crumble you like, but without 
customers it’s pointless. Your small, 
steady acts of support keep this pub/
coffee shop/restaurant lively and 
solvent at a time when eight pubs a 
week are closing in Britain and the 
spread of chain stores has homogenised 
so many High Streets. After such a 
mammoth 2025, the lingering 
sentiment at The Cock & Rabbit is 
simply how very lucky we are. 

A very Merry Christmas to all, 
from Oliver and the team. 

Footnote: Over the Christmas 
period we have extended opening 
hours, including Monday 22nd and 
Monday 29th December. We are open 
on Christmas Day for coffee and 
drinks from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
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Christmas 
Church 
By Rev Chris Haywood 

W 
hilst our new Bishop of 
Buckingham, Bishop Dave 
Bull, was covering the 

Hilltops Remembrance Service this 
year, for which I was very grateful, I 
was pleased to preside at The Lee’s 
Remembrance Sunday service and Act 
of Remembrance. 

It is always a special and poignant 
day, made all the more so by  
the presence of veterans amongst us 
and the involvement of the scouts,  
who were splendid in their 
contributions. This year I was keen to 
ensure that we stood with those who 
are veterans of more recent conflicts 
which engaged our Armed Forces and 
join with them in silent remembrance 
of those they have in their hearts. I 
engaged with those veterans and 
incorporated some appropriate words 
of remembrance in the Act of 
Remembrance at the War Memorial 
accordingly. Wreaths were presented 
on behalf of the community by the 
Parish Council, by the School, Church, 
Cricket Club, Scouts and Re-engage. It 
was a fitting occasion. 

Looking forwards… 
Of course, we’re now looking to 

Christmas and there are lots of 
opportunities to engage with 
Christmas services in The Lee 
throughout Advent and Christmas. 

On the first Sunday of the month 
the Family Service will incorporate a 
Christingle theme. Do join us for this 
vibrant and engaging time of worship. 

St Mary’s Church, Hawridge, 
hosted an Advent Carol Service on the 
first Sunday of Advent – taking the 
form of an evensong service, which 
recounts the Advent narrative. 

The Lee’s traditional carol service 
will be on Sunday 21st December 2025 
at 7:00 pm. 

On Christmas Eve the Crib 
Blessing Service at 3:00 pm is a 
fixture – do join us to hear the nativity 
story told in an engaging way and to 
sing traditional carols. It’ll be more 
succinct this year I promise! 

Midnight Mass will be hosted at 
The Lee again this year at 11:00 pm. 

The Christmas Day Communion 
service will be at 9:00 am in the  
New Church. 

Understanding Church 
Someone observed a little while 

ago, that they had come to understand 
that Church had to be more than just 
another community activity. It had to be 
distinctive. Its distinctiveness is Jesus 
Christ, whose birth we celebrate at 
Christmas and who we worship 
throughout the year. Whilst these 
services are very much community 
occasions, it is my hope and intention 
that they present Christ, through the 
retelling of the miracle of his birth, and 
that the services enable us to come to 
know him, worship him and follow him. 

Wishing you a blessed Christmas 
and a hope filled New Year. 
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Seeking 
a place? 
By Pam Batty 

I 
t is that time of year again when 
parents are choosing the next 
school for their child. It may be 

the first experience of school for 
some children joining a reception 
class and we very much hope that 
families will choose Lee Common 
School. It is in such a unique setting, 
in the Chiltern countryside and, as 
many will agree, it has been a 
wonderful experience as a first school 
for so many children easing them in 
gently to a small setting. 

A nurturing environment 
With low class sizes, staff can get 

to know the children and their families 
very well offering an almost bespoke 
experience, for free. It has been said 
by many that this is a great place to 
start their child’s journey before 
moving on to a larger school or before 
considering an education at a private 
school, should that be something you 
are considering. 

Children learn how to socialise 
with their peers in this small nurturing 
environment before moving on to the 
hustle and bustle of a larger setting 
which can often be overwhelming at 
such a young age. So, if you are 
looking for a reception place, please 
call the office on 01494 837267 to 
organise a personal tour of the school. 
The deadline for school place 
applications to Buckinghamshire 
Council is the 15th January 2026. 

A busy term 
The run up to Christmas is such a 

busy time for the children and the 
staff. A Spooky Party was held 

during half term and parents recently 
came into school to listen to the 
children sing a Harvest song whilst 
wearing the hats that they had made. 
They have recently worn odd socks 
to school, as part of the Anti-
bullying week, to celebrate what 
makes us all unique. Children 
enjoyed the pantomime, Beauty and 
the Beast, sharing this experience 
with another local school and they 
are all now rehearsing for the 
Nativity play and singalong. 

Parents are busy organising the 
traditional Christmas Fair which 
will be on 29th November. I hope 
you had this date in your diary as it 
will have passed by the time you 
read this. 

With so much going on, I am sure 
that everyone will be more than 
ready for the end of term and the 
Christmas holiday! 
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Bookworm’s 
choice 
One dark. Two light by 
Ruth Mancini 
Review by Rita Ruttle 

I 
 wouldn’t have picked up this book 
to read but am so glad I did. It just 
shows the glory of a Book Club! 
This book is a real page turner, 

written in a fastmoving, dynamic way. 
It portrays a strong, determined 
woman with a soft centre. As a 
Criminal Defence Lawyer, Sarah 
Kellaman sees the personal and 
criminal collide as she reaches into the 
darkest corners to bring secrets out 
into the light. 

A very satisfying read enjoyed by 
all members of our club. 

 

We Came by Sea by 
Horatio Clare 
Review by Martin Williams 

T 
his is the most beautiful, 
challenging and moving book I 
have read for years. 

It gives a heart-rending and deeply 
thought-provoking reflection on what 
it means to be British in these days of 
asylum-seeking. It is told specifically 
through the eyes and lives of people 
who live in the coastal towns of 
England and France and who live and 
work alongside those trying to seek 
asylum here. 

If the journey to a view on big 
issues is marked by doing our own 
research, rather than relying on the 
sound bites of our media, this 
represents the value and pain of 
making such a journey. 

There are no answers but seeing it 
firsthand means we ask different and 
better questions of ourselves and others. 

It is beautifully written by a very 
interesting person. Horatio Clare is a 
journalist and travel writer. He has also 
written some fabulous children’s books. 
He is quirky and his writing is sublime. 
 

The Magician by Colm 
Tóibín 
Review by Louise Wadsworth 

H 
aving read Colm Tóibín’s 
Brooklyn a couple of years 
ago on holiday and loved it, I 
recently picked up The 

Magician after spotting it on a 
friend’s shelf – and what a 
wonderful discovery! Tóibín brings 
to life the world of Thomas Mann, a 
writer I confess I previously only 
knew as the author of Death in 
Venice and Dr Faustus. 

Far from a dry literary biography, 
The Magician is a beautifully 
imagined portrait of a complex man – 
a husband, father and writer. His life 
spans the most turbulent times in 20th 
century Europe – his family spoke out 
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Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

Contact Louise for more information at  07879 843955 
www.TheCoreConnection.co.uk 

The Lee Parish Hall 
Tuesday mornings at 9:00 am - 10:00 am 

Wednesday evenings at 5:45 pm - 6:45 pm 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Thursday mornings at 9:00 am - 10:00 am 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Monday mornings at 9:15 am - 10:15 am 

  Friday mornings at 9:15 am - 10:15 am 

against Nazism and ended up having 
to leave Germany and go into exile in 
various places. It explores art, politics 
and philosophy and Toibin’s writing 
style is both highly readable and 
beautifully eloquent. 

Highly recommended for a winter’s 
read by the fire 

 

The Nightingale by Kristin 
Hannah 
Review by Susan Hoy 

A 
bout two sisters during the war 
and the different paths they 
take – one becomes part of the 

resistance. I loved it and ‘war’ books 
are not normally my thing. 

Based on how much I enjoyed The 
Nightingale I have just finished Four 
Winds by the same author about time 
in the great depression in America –  
something I did not know that much 
about.  While possibly not as good as 
The Nightingale, I still enjoyed it. 

 

The Land in Winter by 
Andrew Miller 
Review by Sophie Williams 

O 
ur group has just read this 
Booker long-listed title which 
is now topping the Times 

bestseller list (we are on trend!). 
Set in the freezing winter of 1962 

known as ‘The Big Freeze” the 
narrative centres around the lives of 
two young married couples who are 
neighbours in the rural West Country. 
The inhospitable, frozen and isolated 
setting mirrors the troubled internal 
landscapes of the characters, a local 
GP and a would-be farmer and their 
two pregnant wives. Despite their 
very different backgrounds and 
personalities, the two women strike 
up an unlikely friendship. The 
dynamics of the marriages, the family 
and life histories that have shaped 
them, post-war legacies, prejudice, 
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impending social change, mental 
health and infidelity are all themes 
that are explored. 

There were some unresolved 
threads, and a couple of the group 
found it depressing, but I was 
enthralled. The ending was ambiguous 
and generated lively discussion. We all 
agreed he writes beautifully, some of 
the group have enjoyed his other books. 

Would definitely recommend. 
 

A Man of Understanding 
by Diana Janney  
Review by Ros Morris 

T 
his is a charming, witty book 
about a 12-year-old boy (Blue) 
and his Grandfather, Granga. 

Both are broken hearted by different 
events and the book is their journey of 
understanding which bring them 
together. It is a beautifully described, 
compassionate and heartwarming 
narrative which has poetry and 
philosophy running through the pages 
taking the reader deep into the story.  

I fully recommend this book. 
 

The mystery of 
the poo fairy 
By Artie Fischel 

O 
nce upon a time – or roughly 
7:42 am last Tuesday –  
someone let their dog relieve 

itself outside Primrose Cottage. Again. 
But this time, they didn’t pick it 

up. Why? Simple. They believe in The 
Dog Poo Fairy — a mythical village 
entity who, under cover of darkness 
(or perhaps during lunch), flutters 
around collecting unclaimed canine 
offerings with grace, glitter, and a 
biodegradable bag. 

We regret to inform you “She does 
not exist!” 

And yet the legend persists. Perhaps 
it’s her cousin who clears up crisp 
packets, or that distant relation who fixes 
leaning signposts. Either way, she’s been 
unfairly overburdened — especially 
since recent sightings of the poo in 
question have included the school gate, 
the church path, and (most audaciously) 
inside the fort in the playground, as if 
left there deliberately for art. 

Some claim the Fairy is real — 
seen once in a hi-vis vest and 
marigolds — but this may have just 
been Sandra from the parish council, 
who was “absolutely livid” and on her 
way to a meeting. 

There have been attempts to 
summon her: laminated signs, passive-
aggressive posters (“Please clean up 
after your dog — fairy on strike”), 
even a garden gnome wielding a tiny 
shovel. None have worked. 

We can’t say for sure why people 
believe in her. Is it sheer optimism? 
Civic laziness? Deep belief in tiny 
magical waste workers? 

Regardless, here’s the truth: if your 
dog does it, you pick it up. You! Not a 
mythical sprite, not Sandra, and 
definitely not the overworked man 
who does the bins on Thursdays. 

The fairy is gone. Possibly she 
never was. 



21 

J Brown Funeral Services 
Independent Family Funeral Director 

Jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk 

• Winner of the Bucks Business Award for 

excellence in customer service 2021 

• Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide 

Wendover  
23 High Street 

HP22 6DU 
01296 312222 

Amersham  
67 Woodside Road 

HP6 6AA 
01494 727474 

Jason Brown has over 25 

years experience and is here 

to assist you with making 

funeral arrangements. 

Serving Wendover, Aylesbury, Amersham, 

The Chalfonts and all surrounding areas. 

C&R Restaurant 
virgin 
By Diana Taylor 
 

A Cock & Rabbit Restaurant Virgin 
Until there came the date 
To celebrate my birthday 
And do something ’specially great 
 

We’d heard the restaurant opening 
Was coinciding with my day 
So we made a lunch-time booking 
And made our merry way 
 

With car park overflowing 
We felt smug that we had booked 
Yet could never have imagined 
Just how The Cock & Rabbit looked 
 

Upon entering this hostelry 
All doors and hearts were open 
With chattering from friendly souls 
In an atmosphere quite “golden” 
 

“This used to be a tent” I said 
“But now it’s been designed 
To be intimate and cosy, 
Whilst tasteful and refined” 
 

The decor is magnificent, 
I asked how it could be 
That somewhere looking lavish 
Prompted folk to relax and feel free 
 

Some magic has occurred there 
With total dedication 
I think hard work makes this ‘village pub’ 
A one off destination 
 

Where else can you encounter 
Smiling staff with perfect skill 
Or a manager who owns the place 
And a menu set to thrill 
 

Everything all a sparkle 
Everything good and clean 
The loos, the plates, the table clothes 
Settings – the finest you’ve seen 
 

A chef who understands things 
Wines of the very best 
For sure The Cock & Rabbit 
Passes every single test 
 

My problem now is personal 
I want to spread the word 
That here in The Lee is a gem of a 
place 
But I don’t want any old herd 
 

No! Such a treasure deserves the best 
of folk 
Who respect the effort made 
Who’ll be polite and courteous 
As those who each table have laid 
 

For it really is like a long sought gem 
’Midst the wonderland green at The 
Lee 
So a Cock & Rabbit Restaurant 
Virgin 
Will never again be me. 



22 

Food for 
thought 
By Joe King 

A 
s a group of us were sitting in 
the pub garden enjoying a 
ploughman’s, the conversation 

turned to food. The question posed 
was “What do you imagine people 
went through to discover culinary 
delights? For example, how did the 
early gourmands discover that frogs’ 
legs were the edible part?” 
Imagination ran wild resulting in the 
following hypothesis. 

Before frogs’ legs became the star 
of French cuisine, someone had 
to look at a frog and say, “You know 
what? That thing jumping through a 
swamp looks delicious.” That person 
was either a culinary visionary – or 
incredibly lost and very, very hungry. 

We thought step one in this 
historic discovery was probably 
someone chasing a frog for unrelated 
reasons – maybe to keep it out of their 
thatched-roof house, maybe just for 
sport. But after hours of failure and 
soggy shoes, one particularly slippery 
amphibian landed in a cooking pot by 
pure accident. The resulting “Swamp 
Stew Surprise” was... underwhelming, 
until someone noticed the legs were, 
strangely, the only edible part not 
made entirely of slime and regret. 

Step two: dissection. A brave (or 
unlucky) soul volunteered to nibble 
the legs – probably the village 
daredevil, or the one guy still trying to 
chew tree bark. To everyone’s 
surprise, they didn’t die. In fact, they 
declared the taste to be “like chicken,” 
setting a precedent for all weird meats 
to follow. 

Step three involved the first 
attempt at a frog leg recipe. 

Unfortunately, this included boiling 
them with moss, garlic, and whatever 
spices they could steal from a passing 
Roman. After several failed seasoning 
attempts (including honey, river mud, 
and crushed beetles), someone finally 
got it right with butter, garlic and 
herbs. The frogs didn’t stand a chance. 

 

And so, through trial, error, and 
mild gastrointestinal distress, frogs’ 
legs earned their place on the plate. 
Somewhere in the background, one 
frog croaked bitterly, “It all started 
with just one curious human…” 

To this day, we honour the 
culinary pioneers who looked at a 
swamp-dwelling gymnast and thought, 
“Mmm... appetizer.” 

By any other name... 
It was pointed out by one of our 

well-travelled companions that in 
many parts of Southeast Asia, you 
may be tricked by their bigger 
cousins’ name on the menu, namely 
“paddy field chicken” and that’s not 
just for the legs! This endearing 
misdirection is often used for frogs 
either to comfort hesitant diners or just 
to have a laugh at their expense. 

We also floated another plausible 
theory: perhaps humans didn’t just 
invent weird foods out of hunger or 
chaos. Maybe we noticed that loads of 
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Your local friendly 
Osteopathic Practice, 
set in the beautiful 
Chiltern Countryside. 
 

Everyone at the Chiltern Osteopathics 
Practice is committed to providing the 
highest standards of osteopathic care for 
the treatment of all back and joint problems. 
 

For over twenty years, our practice has 
continued to provide each patient with the 
most appropriate and effective treatment in 
order to reduce the risk of reoccurrence 
and aggravation. 
 

The aim of working with each patent is to 
obtain the maximum benefit out of the 
minimum number of treatment sessions. 
 

Please contact us for an initial consultation. 
Private parking is freely available. 

other mammals and birds were having 
a great time eating frogs and thought, 
“Why let the storks and otters have all 
the fun?” After all, if it’s good enough 
for nature’s pickiest predators surely, 
we can dunk it in garlic butter and call 
it gourmet. 

Naturally the discussion then 
explored other strange foods and the 
possible journey to the plate. After all 
the history of food is basically a series 
of wild dares and happy accidents. 

Here is another culinary 
“discovery” that we came up with 
suspecting a great deal of trial, error, 
and someone yelling, “Wait – don’t 
eat that yet!" 

Glis Glis: Too cute to eat? 
Not if you are Roman. 

A local menace that hasn’t been 
eaten to extinction unfortunately. The 
Romans, never known for moderation, 
took this furry snack to the next level. 
They’d fatten them up in special jars 
(gliraria) before roasting them with 
honey and poppy seeds; somewhere 
between cute woodland creature and 
canapé. And yes, in certain parts of 
Europe, people still eat them, 
although there are no known recent 
cases of such consumption in The 
Lee parish. One can only assume the 
first person to try one did so either 
out of desperation... or as part of a 
very weird bet. We decided there was 
no truth that they were dipped in 
chocolate and were the origin of 
children’s edible candied mice. 
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HS2: another 
year goes by! 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

M 
embers of The Lee, Great 
Missenden and Bucks 
Councils recently journeyed 

from Rocky Lane almost to Leather 
Lane (and back) via the HS2 Internal 
Access Road. What did they find? 
Well, pretty much what you might 
expect – some impressively engineered 
bridges, viaducts, cuttings and 
embankments (all in various stages of 
construction), mounds of earth of 
varying types and grades (some in their 
final resting place; some in temporary 
locations), tree planting in various 
stages of growth... and an awful lot of 
excavators, dumper trucks, cranes and 
other civil engineering equipment. 

Wendover Dean Viaduct 
 

By way of contrast, in South Heath, 
in Little Missenden, in Amersham and 
in the Chalfonts, the ‘tidy-up’ at the 
tunnel ventilation shafts is well under 
way, with temporary offices being 
removed and permanent earth banks 
being grassed. 

Unfortunately, in our immediate 
area, civil engineering work will 
continue through 2026 and well 
beyond. We are still a very long way 

away from any prospect of railway 
lines, overhead catenaries and signals 
being installed, and the great local 
landscape ‘tidy-up’ beginning. 

That pretty much sums up where 
we are at the moment over the whole 
of the line from London to 
Birmingham. Disappointing really, for 
a project that was originally supposed 
to have trains running next year! 

Into the New Year 
We are not expecting any 

significant changes in the status of the 
local lanes and roads over the next few 
months. However: 
• The Chiltern Line railway will be 

closed locally between 25th and 
29th December for work on the 
Small Dean Viaduct. 

• There will be night-time closures 
of the A413 at Small Dean in late 
January / early February. 

 

For the latest detailed updates on 
HS2 works in the area over the 
Christmas/New Year period, visit 
www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/ 

If you have a question or 
complaints about HS2 please contact 
the HS2 Helpdesk on 08081 434 434 
or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk 

http://www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/map/%0d
mailto:hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
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Crime... and 
prevention 
By Cllr Colin Sully 

T 
he recent spate of burglaries in 
the local area prompted 
residents to invite Thames 

Valley Police (TVP) to hold a drop-in 
at the Parish Hall in November. 

Over 50 local residents from The 
Lee, Ballinger and South Heath 
dropped into the hall on a wet 
evening to engage in useful 
discussions with local police officers 
and a Bucks Council safety officer. 
Topics covered included: 
• Operation Grotto – TVP’s winter 

campaign in response to the 
seasonal increase in burglaries  
Operation Grotto - Annual Winter 
burglary campaign - Thames 
Valley Alert  

• passing on ‘suspicious behaviour’ 
– the police welcome such 
intelligence; contact points for 
local intelligence are included at 
the end of this article 

• the usefulness of ‘What Three 
Words’ when communicating with 
emergency service 

• technological defences against 
burglaries, including lighting, 
camera door-bells, alarms and (a 

Quality Building & 
Renovation Projects 

 

Based locally, PVE Construction are 
well known for providing high 
quality work throughout the 

Chilterns and surrounding areas.  
 

We specialise in both residential and 
commercial projects offering a wide 

range of services from individual 
home improvements to complete 

new build management. 
 

Call Phil Easeman on 07771 863880 
or visit www.pveconstruction.co.uk 

 
Professional    Reliable   Trusted 

new one on me) ‘Flicker TV plugs’ 
– see picture 

• Secured by Design – a standards 
scheme for all sorts of useful 
‘approved’ security devices. 

 

The Parish Council agreed to 
follow-up on some of these ideas and 
include appropriate articles/leaflets in 
future Newsletters. 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Finally, there was also useful 

discussion of the idea of (re-)
introducing local Neighbourhood 
Watch schemes. Such schemes have 
been in place locally in the past, but  
all have lapsed. A working group  
has been formed to take this idea 

https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/Alerts/A/346176/Operation-Grotto---Annual-Winter-burglary-campaign
https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/Alerts/A/346176/Operation-Grotto---Annual-Winter-burglary-campaign
https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/Alerts/A/346176/Operation-Grotto---Annual-Winter-burglary-campaign
https://www.securedbydesign.com/
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Missed refuse collections 
The Service Desk at Bucks 

Council has reported to Cllr Fulford: 
“If our contractor experiences any 

issues with collections, we will notify 
residents through our website 
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and
-recycling/bin-collections/report-a-missed
-bin-collection/bin-collection-updates/ 

“For a missed collection to be 
returned to, this must be reported 
within one working day of the 
scheduled collection online; report a 
missed collection at https://
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-
and-recycling/bin-collections/report-a-
missed-bin-collection/ or by calling 
0300 131 6000 (press option 6 then 
option 2). Online reporting will be 
accepted until 23:59 the day after  
the collection. 

“If the crew have made a report 
against a collection, the above 
reporting channel will not allow any 
missed collections to be reported 
online or over the phone. 

“If you are unable to report a 
missed collection via the above, you 
can progress the report by completing 
our Contact Us Form and selecting the 
sub-category titled missed collection 
for investigation. The form is at 
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/
waste-and-recycling/contact-bins-
waste-and-recycling/” 

 

So, that is the process and  
‘standard’ that is set for this service. 
Any complaints that this is not being 
met may be sent to Cllr Fulford (see 
page 30). 

Footpath maintenance 
As well as the ‘Fix My Street’ 

website for all road/pavement related 
issues, Bucks Council also has a 
‘Public Rights of Way’ system for 

forward. If you would like to join that 
group, please let us know at 
cllr.sully@thelee.org.uk and we will 
pass your details on to the group. 

TLPC also agreed to follow-up  
with Bucks Council to see what others 
have experienced across the county 
and what lessons might be learned. 

TVP neighbourhood contacts  
For Chesham and surrounding area 

(including The Lee) 
cheshamnhpt@thamesvalley.police.uk 

For the Missendens (including 
Ballinger and South Heath) 
missendennhpt@thamesvalley.police.uk 
 

The Lee Parish 
Council update 
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk 

Bucks Council services 

B 
ucks Cllr Justine Fulford 
attended The Lee Parish 
Council (TLPC) meeting in 

November, and we were able to 
discuss a number of Bucks services 
which are of concern to local 
residents, including: 
• refuse collections 
• littering 
• road closure signage 
• footpath maintenance. 

 

TLPC recognises that all councils 
are under tremendous financial 
pressures at present but felt that as  
well as the ‘level’ of service being 
affected (for example on highways 
maintenance), the ‘quality’ of service 
was also suffering in many areas with 
poorly managed quality control systems. 

Cllr Fulford noted these concerns 
and explained the detail of the 
processes for some of these services. 

http://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/bin-collections/report-a-missed-bin-collection/bin-collection-updates/
http://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/bin-collections/report-a-missed-bin-collection/bin-collection-updates/
http://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/bin-collections/report-a-missed-bin-collection/bin-collection-updates/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/bin-collections/report-a-missed-bin-collection/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/bin-collections/report-a-missed-bin-collection/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/bin-collections/report-a-missed-bin-collection/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/bin-collections/report-a-missed-bin-collection/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/contact-bins-waste-and-recycling/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/contact-bins-waste-and-recycling/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/contact-bins-waste-and-recycling/
mailto:cheshamnhpt@thamesvalley.police.uk
mailto:missendennhpt@thamesvalley.police.uk


27 

reporting all issues relating to 
footpaths and bridleways. 

Details on how to access these 
systems also appear on page 30. 

Community needs 
TLPC also took the opportunity to 

follow-up with Cllr Fulford on recent 
discussions at the East Chilterns 
Community Board (ECCB) meeting 
and suggested that for The Lee, two 
areas in which Bucks Council might 
be able to provide community support 
might be: 
• Improvements in local Broadband 
• Neighbourhood Watch (see 

previous article). 
 

Gigabit Broadband 

 
Residents have again raised with 

the Parish Council the issue of when/
if Fibre-to-the-premises (FTTP) 
might become available more 
generally to those who currently 
have Fibre-to-the-Cabinet (FTTC) or 
copper wire to the exchange.  

Many residents have had great 
difficulty in getting Openreach, or 
another Fibre installer, or their internet 
provider to agree to install FTTP or to 
provide any timescales for such work. 
Even when this is made possible, it 

 
 

Bespoke, hand-crafted joinery 
with a personal touch 

 

Finest quality staircases, doors, 

windows, one-off mouldings, built-in 

units, authentic period property  

repairs and more 
 

All individually designed, built and 

installed to your unique specifications 

by skilled craftsmen using traditional 

carpentry techniques 
 

For wood with wow call  

Alasdair Cunningham on  

01494 890145 or email: 

Office@timbercreationsltd.com 

has come with significant associated 
installation costs. 

Mobile phone and/or satellite 
broadband connection offer potential 
for some residents, but again some 
parts of the parish are constrained in 
these respects. 

A rural broadband initiative by the 
Government earlier this year seems to 
have no relevance to The Lee. https://
www.gov.uk/government/news/
hundreds-of-thousands-of-brits-in-
rural-villages-and-towns-to-benefit-
from-uk-government-broadband-boost 

However, there may still be 
potential for benefit from the Gigabit 
voucher scheme https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/gigabit-
broadband-voucher-scheme-information 

It was agreed that TLPC would 
follow-up on these issues with the 
ECCB local manager. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-of-thousands-of-brits-in-rural-villages-and-towns-to-benefit-from-uk-government-broadband-boost
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-of-thousands-of-brits-in-rural-villages-and-towns-to-benefit-from-uk-government-broadband-boost
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-of-thousands-of-brits-in-rural-villages-and-towns-to-benefit-from-uk-government-broadband-boost
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-of-thousands-of-brits-in-rural-villages-and-towns-to-benefit-from-uk-government-broadband-boost
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-of-thousands-of-brits-in-rural-villages-and-towns-to-benefit-from-uk-government-broadband-boost
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gigabit-broadband-voucher-scheme-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gigabit-broadband-voucher-scheme-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gigabit-broadband-voucher-scheme-information
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… absolutely brilliant! An inspiration 
for us all at the start of a new year. 
  

[A very Happy New Year to all our 
readers and contributors. Ed.] 
 

Bridge too far! 
Our bidding progressed: 
 

       W          N              E             S 

                         pass         1     
      1            2             3           4   

      pass        5            pass        pass          
      pass       

 

Opening lead 5  
 

East-West’s overcalling took them 

to 3 . South’s ‘6-5’ hand, together 
with a 2-level response from partner, 
enabled her to explore Hearts before 

they finalised the contract in 5 . 
South played for the drop in 

Diamonds and the contract made! 

Happy New Year 
From the Editorial Team 

W 
e thought we would end the 
Newsletter year with some 
pictures showing the care 

that Oxford Street residents, Katie and 
Michael Marks, take with  their 
seasonally-themed front garden…  

 
Carpets Ltd 

Carpets, Vinyl and 
Wood Flooring 

Supplied and Fitted 

9-11 Station Approach 
Great Missenden 

01494 862125 

Cromar 
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The fastest way to let everyone in 
the parish know about an event you 
are arranging is to publish it right here 
in the Newsletter. Contact the Editor 
by the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

December 
Thursday 4th. No Village Walk. 
Friday 5th. Bridge Drive in aid of 
Horatioôs Garden at Great Missenden 
Lawn Tennis Club.  
Saturday 6th  (10:30 am to 5:00 pm) and 
Sunday 7th  (11:30 am to 4:30 pm). 
Christmas Tree Festival at St Peter and 
Paul’s, Great Missenden. Including 
festive goods, raffle, Santa’s grotto, 
children’s craft, refreshments and live 
music. In aid of Wycombe Women’s Aid 
and the church parishes.  
Sunday 7th. Lighting up Ballinger. 
5:00 pm onwards. See page 1. 
Sunday 7th. Fayrfax Consort at The 
Lee Old Church. 7:30 pm. 
Thursday 11th. Festive Afternoon Tea 
at Ballinger Hall in aid of Scannappeal. 
Thursday 11th. Santa heading to The 
Lee. See page 4. 

Church Services 
St John the Baptist, The Lee 
December 
Sunday 7th. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at The Old Church. 8:00 am.  
Sunday 7th. Family Christingle Service 
at The New Church. 11:00 am.  
Sunday 14th. Parish Communion 
(CW) at The New Church. 11:00 am. 
Sunday 21st. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at The Old Church. 8:00 am. 
Sunday 21st. Traditional Carol 
Service at The New Church 7:00 pm. 
Wednesday 24th. Crib Blessing 
Service at The New Church. 3:00 pm. 
Wednesday 24th. Midnight Mass at 
The New Church. 11:00 pm. 
Thursday 25th. Christmas Day 
Communion at The New Church 9:00 am. 
Sunday 28th. Parish Communion 
(CW) at The New Church. 11:00 am. 

Continued overleaf 

-ÉËÅ ,ÁËÅ 
&ÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ Ǫ ,ÏÃÁÌ 

0ÁÉÎÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ $ÅÃÏÒÁÔÏÒ 
&ÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÏÕÃÈ 

)ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒ Ǫ %ØÔÅÒÉÏÒ 
!ÌÓÏ 0ÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ -ÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅ 

&ÏÒ Á ÆÒÅÅ ÑÕÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌȡ  

ΡΩΩΤΥ ΡΣΩΡΡΧ 
/Ò ÅÍÁÉÌ ÍÉËÅÌÁËÅΣΦΧͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 
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Contacts 
Buckinghamshire Council 
Many routine enquiries/reports can be 
dealt with online at https://
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk . 
Highways – including potholes, road 
signage, trees and hedges: 

Search Fix-my-Street 
Public Rights of Way:  

Search Rights of Way  
Planning applications/enforcement:   

Search Planning and Building Control 
Trees and hedges:  

Search Trees and Hedges   
Refuse collection/recycling: 

 Search Waste and recycling 
Schools admission/transport: 

Search Schools  
General Enquiries:  

Call 0300 131 6000 

If necessary you may follow-up on 
your enquiry with our Bucks Council, 
Chesham North Ward councillors: 

Mohammad.Fayyaz@buckinghamshire.gov.uk  
Justine.Fulford@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
01494 792478 
Frances.Kneller@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
07711 859537 

The Lee Parish Council 
Playground, allotments, benches, 
noticeboard and memorials:  

Contact the Clerk, Hayley Farrelly, 
clerk@thelee.org.uk 07769 698652 

The Lee Parish councillors: 
Chair: Cllr Colin Sully 
Vice-Chairs: Cllr Heather Barrett-
Mold, Cllr Adam Bunce 
Cllr George Baggaley 
Cllr Susie Burrage 
Cllr Dick Chinnery 
Cllr Jamie Wilkinson 

The Lee website/forum:  
Contact admin@thelee.org.uk 

HS2 project 
Contact the HS2 Helpdesk on 08081 434 
434 or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk  

January 2026 
Sunday 4th. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at The Old Church. 8:00 am.  
Sunday 4th. Family Service at The 
New Church. 11:00 am.  
Sunday 11th. Parish Communion 
(CW) at The New Church. 11:00 am. 
Sunday 18th. Holy Communion (BCP) 
at The Old Church. 8:00 am. 
Sunday 25th. Parish Communion 
(CW) at The New Church. 11:00 am. 

St Mary’s, Ballinger 
December 
Sunday 7th. Advent Eucharist at 9:30 am  
with seasonal refreshments. 
Wednesday 24th. Christingle at 3:00 pm 
(to be confirmed). 
Wednesday 24th. Christmas Eve 
Eucharist at 9:00 pm. 

January 2026 
Sunday 4th. New Year Eucharist at 
9:30 am followed by refreshments. 

Coming up 
Tuesday 13th January. The Lee Parish 
Council Meeting. 7:30 pm at The Lee 
Parish Hall. 
Tuesday 27th January. Village Friends 
at The Cock & Rabbit. 10:30 am. (tbc) 
Wednesday 28th January. Annual 
Afternoon Bridge Drive in aid of St 
John the Baptist Church. See page 13.  
Wednesday 28th January.. Arts Society 
Ballinger. Pottery Girls; Women in the 
Ceramic Industry 1860-2000. 7:30 pm. 

http://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk
http://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk
mailto:Mohammad.Fayyaz@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
mailto:Justine.Fulford@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
mailto:Frances.Kneller@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@thelee.org.uk
mailto:admin@thelee.org.uk
mailto:hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
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The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parish… and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome letters and articles of 
interest and relevance to The Lee. Copy 
should be sent to the Editor of the month at 
theleenewsletter@gmail.com by the 12th of 
the month before publication. 

Letters should ideally run to no more 
than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise in the newsletter or 
place an insert, please contact Hannah 
Lane at hannahcmlane@gmail.com or 
on 07747 114640, by the 12th of the 
previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com 

For queries regarding distribution 
contact Phil Harrison on 837469. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Ruth Fowler, Mary Godfrey, Liz 
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller,  
Colin Sully and Louise Wadsworth. 

Printed by Orbit Press: Chesham. 
01494 778053. 

Local groups 
Ballinger Babies and Toddlers Group 

ballingerbats@gmail.com 
Ballinger Hall Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Katharine Hersee 
07801 948650, kjhersee@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary: 
jenny.wooding@btinternet.com 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 

Lee Common C of E School 
School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

Lee Common Scouts 
Group Scout Leader, Chris Nevill; 
864881, gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Scouts, Enzo D’Alessandro; 
scouts@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Beavers, Karen Bruton; 
beavers@1stleecommon.co.uk 
Cubs, James Bruton; 
cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk 

Shop at The Lee 
Symeon Economou, 837195 
shop@thelee.org.uk 

St John the Baptist Church, The Lee 
Vicar: Revd Chris Haywood, 837566 
Churchwarden: Trevor Pearce, 837601 
Treasurer: David Stephenson, 867617 

St Maryôs Church, Ballinger 
Anne Ellis 837247 or Maggi Cameron, 
864790 maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk 

Tennis Court @ Parish Hall 
WhatsApp Pippa Hart 07785 323232 

The Arts Society Ballinger 
Contact: Susanne Baker, 864893 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 
www.theleecc.org.uk 
Secretary: Mike Harris 07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 
Chairman: Jonathan Batten, 837450 

The Lee Old Church Trust 
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 

The Lee Parish Hall Committee 
Bookings: Pippa Hart, 837340 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

Village Friends 
Jules Eyles 01494 260162 
Frankie Little 07816 871622 

To book the Parish Hall  
 

ôphone Pippa Hart on 837340 or 
 
 

07785 323232  
 

Rates 
Mon-Fri - Ã15 per hour 
Sat/Sun - Ã17 per hour 
Bank Holiday - Ã17 per hour 
 

Car park only - Ã10 
Crockery/Cutlery Ã15 
(hire outside of hall) 

mailto:theleenewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.thelee.org.uk
mailto:hannahcmlane@gmail.com
mailto:battenjonathan@hotmail.com
mailto:ballingerbats@gmail.com
mailto:kjhersee@gmail.com
mailto:jenny.wooding@btinternet.com
mailto:office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
mailto:gsl@1stleecommon.co.uk
mailto:scouts@1stleecommon.co.uk
mailto:beavers@1stleecommon.co.uk
mailto:cubs@1stleecommon.co.uk
mailto:shop@thelee.org.uk
mailto:maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ballinger@theartssociety.org
http://www.theleecc.org.uk



